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Charge: 	 Classification Control: 

Date : Jan 30, 1964 
6FM 

ACTION: Amembassy BONN PRIORITY ~ 1:1.7 
,. /~IIINFO: 	 Secstate WASH PRIORITY 


Amembassy PARIS 642 

Amembassy MOSCOW 566 

Amembassy LONDON 623 

USAREUR/POLAD 

CINCEUR/POLAD 

USNMR SHAPE FOR BURNS 

USELMLO 

USAFE 


PARIS ALSO FOR USRO
AMB 
MIN3 

~: 	 Berlinte1 923 to Bonn.. 1006 to DeptUSCOB 
EA 

Sjl.BJ: 	 T-39 IncidentPOL3 
ECON 

Chief USMLM met with Acting Chief SERB at 1140 Jan 30. Arrangements wereUSIS 
ASG made for release to U.S. control of bodies of U.S. officers killed in airIO,AJ 
F'=R2 

crash and T-39 wreckage. 

Chief USMLM and Acting Chief SERB departed Potsdam 1300 for scene of crash. 

Recovery team with necessary Air Force and USMLM personnel (including dootor) 

and equipment for transporting bodies and wreckage from cra5h s1te to 

Tempilhof AFB left West Berlin via Checkpoint Bravo at 1630. Recovery team 

not expected return prior 0600 Jan 31. 
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x~~N~~t. CONF IDENT IAL 
Charge: Classification Control: 166 

Date: 29 Jan. 1964-
POL-3 IM~DIATE 01:00ACTION: AMEMBASSY BONN 920 

USCOB II
INFO: SECSTA TE WASH 1003M-3 AMEMBASSY PAR IS 635 II 

A uAME BASSY fvOSCOW 561 . 
ECO AMEMBASSY LONDON 617 " U~IS USAREUR!POLAD " S G CINCEUR/POLAD " IO/U USNMR SHAPE FOR BURNS II 

F~ IIUSELMLO 
USAFE It 

AMCONSUL HAMBURG 18 II 

PARIS ALSO fOR USRO, HAMBURG fOR AMBASSADOR 

SUBJECT: USAFE PLANE SHOT DOWN IN SOV ZONE 

A 

REF: BERLINTEL 919 BONN 1002 DEPT 


US~~~ ~E~8~YE6E'~A""x~~~~n~~.XIIIMIX.KXI11'X.KX 
IRISMX/ X~X.XXlXX~XlKIM. SITE or DOWNED AIRCRAFT. TEAM 
NOT PERMITTEO BY SOVIETS TO APP OACH K1REKRX AIRCRAfT. 
TE AM INFORMED BY LOCAL RESIDENTS THAT THREE MEN ABOARDAND IT 
AIRCRAfT WERE KILLEO} IIKM NOW NEGOTIATING WITH SOVIET 
COMMANDANT AT ERFURT TO BE PERMITTED TO GO TO SCENE Of 
CRASH UNDER TERMS HUEBNER-MALININ AGREEMENT. *K~MMKM¥~XX 

~~~X~XXMX.XX~~K~K.MX~X~XXXKXMXX.X~SM~~X".~XXXXKX .XX~XMX~X 

166/80 CALHOUN 

POL: DGLEYSTEEN/OG
0054 I 29/64 CONFIDENTIAL REPRODUOION FROM THIS COPY IS 
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CONFIDENTIAL 


FOL-3 
USCOB 

EA 
ECON 
USIS 
A G 
IO/U 
FaR 

Charqe: 

ACTION: 

INFO: 

PAR IS ALSO 

Classification 

AMEMBASSY BONN 919 
SECSTA TE WASH 1002 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 

iMEMBASSY MOSCOW 
MEMBASSY LONDON 

USAREUR!POLAD 
CINCEUR!POLAD 
USNMR SHAPE FOR 
USELMLO 
USAFE 
AMCONSUL HAMBURG 

fOR 

SUBJECT: USAFE 

A. USMLM 

VICINITY DOWNED 

INSTRUCTED BY 


AIRCRAFT TO 


ASSISTANCE. TEAM DESPATCHED 

MET WITH SERB (COL KHORTOV) 

GAVE MINIMUM INfO CONCERNING 

634 

560 
616 

BURNS 
It 

II 

17 n 

Control: 

Date: 

IMMEDIATE 
n 

11 

n 

" 

" 
n 

" 

USRO , HAMBURG fOR AMBASSADOR 

PLANE INTERCEPTED IN SOY ZONE 

4X 165 

29 Jan. 1964 
00:30 AM 

USAREUR SEND SEARCH TEAM TO 


INVESTIGATE AND RENDER 

AT 17501~~~RS. CHIEF USMLM 

AT l~~~/HOURS. CHIEF USMLM 

MISSING AIRCRAFT" INFORMED 


SERB THAT US~ :LM TEA M HAD BEE N DES PA T C HE D TO SEA R C HAN D 

ASSIST, AN D REQUESTED ANY INfO OR ASSISTANCE POSSIBLE. 

SERB APPEARED NOT TO KNOW OF INCIDENT AND WAS NON-CO MMITAL AS 

TO POSSIBLE ASSISTANCE. 

A SECOND SEARCH TEAM WAS SUBSE QUENTLY DESPATCHED AT 

2000 HOURS. E S~INATED TIME REQUIRED jll~/ FOR EACH TEAM 

TO REACH AREA OF CRASH IS 3 TO 3~ HOURS. 

B. AT 2150 S o v CONT ROLLER BASC MADE FOLLOWING STATE­

~~N'E~~O~~EC~2 T~a~~l~' ~~uBVf R I~~ &~~~~le~~~R~~€E~O~~sIOOO DEPT) 
YOUR STATEMENT AND WILL PASS IT TO HIS AUTHORITIES. HE 

HAS BEEN AWAY FROM HIS OFfiCE. UN UOTE 
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Foreign Service of theTELE RAM 
United States of America 
13/2 OUTGOING 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Charge: Classification 

AaI'ION: SECSTATE WASH 1010 

U MISSION BERLIN 
"7 • 

1­7'01­
177 

Control: 
J an 30~ 1964 

Date: 6FM 

I 

MIN3 
AMB 
MSCOB 
EA2 
POL2 
ECON 
n:n 
UsIS 
ASG 
IO!tJ 
~ 

INFO: membassy BONN 926 
Amembassy LONDON 622 
Amembassy MOSCOW 565 
Amembassy PARIS 642 
USAREUR for POLAD 
CINCEUR for POLAD 
USNMR SHAPE for BURNS 
USAFE 

Paris also f or USRO 

SUBJ: T-39 I ncident 

East Berlin papers J an . 30 print text of Soviet pr otest note below 

t ext of followin announcement by GDR Forei gn Ministr : 

"On 28 J anuary 1964 about 1455 hours an American combat 

pl ane violated GDR a i r space near Eisenach . Fal s e reports 

cir culated by ester n agencies try to i gnore t he fact t l1at t he 

U.s. combat plane penetrated 90 kilometers i nto GDR air space. 

Since it did not beed repeated demands to land l t he Soviet 

armed forces t emporarily stat ioned in GDR i n accordance with 

177/gk 
provisions of Warsaw Treaty concerning the common defense and 

security of GDR sovereigntYI took necessary measures. American 

combat plane crashed 20 kilomet ers northeast of Erfurt . Soviet 

armed for ces acted in agreement with responsible GDR of fices. rr 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
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Foreign Service of the LEGR United States of America 
OUTGOING 

LIMITED OFFIOIAL USE 

Cia s s ifi cat i 0 11Charge: Control: 117 

2 
Date: 

"GOR Ministry for Foreign AffaIrs raises sharpest 

protest against violation of GOR air space, contrary to 

international law, by air combat forces of American occupation 

power in w~st Germany . This provocative act proves again 

necessity and correctness of proposal by Soviet Union and 

GOR govts to govts of Western powers, to wit draw their 

•• u)t& en treops from west Germany and West Berlin". 

Commentz In contrast to Sov note GOR announcement (1) seems 

concerned to explain hy Sov (instead of GOR) forces def ending 


East German air space, (2) fails characterize incident as 


regrettable, and (3) uses occasion to call for wit drawal of 


Western forces (Sov note calls for US to prevent recurrences ). 


I~ 
CAUiOUN 

~ 
Al1I'H : RGMays ,Jr. 

RGMays,Jr. :mjc 

30/1515 
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POL3 
MIN3 
USCOB 
EA 

ON 
USIS 
~ SG 
IO/U 
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170/gk 

CONFIDENTIAL 170
Charge: 

ACTION: 	 Amembaasy BONN 

INFO a 	 Seostate WASH 
Amembassy PARIS 

Amembassy MOSCOW 
Amembassy LONDON 
usAREUR/POLAD 
CINCEUR/POLAD 

Classification 

PRIORITY 923 

PRIORITY DJI) 1006 
637 

563 
619 

USNMR SHAPE FOR BURNS 
USEIMLO 
USABE 

PARIS ALSO FOR USRO 

SUBJECT: USAFE Aircraft Shot Down in Soviet Zone 

REF: Berlin I s 921 to Bonn.. 1004 to Dept. 

Mission has now learned that f t rst .~ 

Control: 

Date: Jan 29# 1964 
7~ 

tour returned from T-39 
~ 	 take 

crash site 10 miles north of Weimar~1400. Team had been able/photographs 

during early morning Jan 29 showing some wreokage. Soviet personnel and 

vehicles. 

While ~ tours not permitted by Soviet personnel to proceed to 

airoraft itself. because of bright moonlight observation was possible from a 

distanoe. Dlring might ~~ Soviets engaged in salvaging wreckage 

and hauling it away. By daylight very little wreckage remained. 

Tour had impression that aircraft heading in NNW direction at time of 

impact. 

Two other tours which had been under detention have since been released 

and are returning Berlin. 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 

15 OUTGOING I /U. S. MISSION BERLIN 
pot 3 
USCOB 	 CONFIDENTIAL 
M 3 Charge: 	 Classification Control: 167
EA 
ECON Date: 
USIS 	 Jan 29~ 1964 

SAG ACTION: Amembassy BONN 921 IMMEDIATE 1337 
IO/U 
CGBB INFO: Secstate WASH ....IP· PRIORITY 1004 
U~ 	 Amembaasy PARIS It 636 
FJ:R2 	 Amembassy MOSCOW II 562 

Amembassy LONDON II 618 
USAREUR/POLAD II 

CINCEUR/POLAD It 

USNMR SHAPE FOR BURNS It 

USEIJt1L() It 

USAFE II 

PARIS ALSO FOR USRO 

SUBJECT: USAFE Plane Shot Down in Soviet Zone 

REF: Berlintel 920 Borm 1003 Dept 

USMLM dispatched third team (two already sent) to site of craSh at 
aircraft 

0020. Efforts to approac~ have been unsuccessful and there 

some reason believe two of MUM teams being detained. Third team Maaa8aQ believes 
it has 
~~ photo of craSh site and now en route to Berlin. 

Meanwhile Sova have made crash site restricted area for MLM. 

Sovs have made no comment in BASC in response to US requests for info. 

GP-l. 	 CAUIOUN 

AUTHa ARDAY 

Coordinated: USCOB 

q167rtg 

POLaOOleysteen: 
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OMC p. 
Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 

13/2 OUTGOING t... 1-/ 

POL-3 

USCOB 
M-3 
EA 
~ON 
usIS 
ASAG 

~~ 

CON FIDENTIAL 
Charqe: Classification Control: 162 

ACTION: · AME MBASSSY B N 916 

INFO: SECSTATE WASH 1000 
AMEMBASSY PA IS 633 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 559 
AMEMBASSY LONDON 615 
USAREUR!POLAD 
C I NCEUR/POLAD 

· USNMR SHAPE FOR BURNS 
USELMLO 

USA FE 
r~ONGEN HAMBURG 16 

PARIS ALSO FOR USRO 

I~DIATE 

" n 
It 

II 

11 

II 

" II 

" 0, 

" 

Ikrte: 28 Jan. 

8:30 

1964 

HAMBURG FOR AMB MCGHEE 

SUBJECT: USAFE PLANE INTERCEPTED IN SOVIET ZONE 

ONLY ACTION WHICH HAS TAKEN PLACE SO FAR IN BASC 

IS FOLLOWING: 

ON INS r RUC T ION S FRO M H . USA FE I US CON T R 0 L L ERA T 

i640z ASKED SOV CONTROLLER IF HE HAD ANY INFO« ON ONE 

OF OUR PLANES WHICH WAS MISSING. SOV CONTROLLER REPLIED BY ASKING 

WHAT TYPE OF AIR~~AA~'u~lrEFOR TIME AND POSITION. US CONTROLLER 

THEN I STRUCTED/REPLY UOTE T-39 FLYING IN LOCAL AREA AT 

W ESBAOE N OEPARTED AT R8'RxIKX 130lZ WITH AN EXPECTED 

APPROACH TI ME OF 1530Z AND AIRCRAFT HAS NOT BEEN HEARD FROM 

SINCE. UN UOTE IKIX THIS MSG GIVEN SOV CONTROLLER AT 

1643Z. 

AT 184,z, FOLLOWING REMARK CLARIFYING TIME AT WHICH 

AIRCRAFT LAST HEARD FROM WAS GIVEN TO SOV CONTROLLER: 

QUOTE AT 1330Z HE (PILOT) WAS GIVEN APPROACH FOR 1530 Z 

AND THAT WAS LAST CALL RECD FROM AIRCRAFT. UN 'UOTE 

AT '91 Z,ON INSTRUCTIONS FROM HQ U5AFE, US CONTROLLER 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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Foreign Service of the ~ELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

CONFI DENTIAL 
Charge: Classification Control: 162 

Date: 

MADE FOLLOWING STATEMENT TO Sov CONTROLLER: UOTE RADAR 


CONfIRMS A TRACK PRESUMED TO BE THE T-39 CROSSED INADVERTENTLY 


INTO 5 V ZONE NORTH Of SOUTH END Of SOUTH CORRIDOR. AIR­


CRAfT APPARENTLY HAD COMMUNICATIONS fAILURE AND WAS LOST. 


RADAR CONfiRMS TWO INTERCEPTOR TRACKS fOLLOWING TRACKS Of T-39. 


REQUEST ANY INfO YOU HAVE ON THIS AIRCRAfT. UN QUOTE S o v 


CONTROLLER THEN ASKED If WE HAD ANY TIMES. AT 19~ 


US CONTROLLER REPLIED THAT ADAR TRACK CROSSED SOV ZONE 


AT I 35 2-kZ. 
S OVS HAVE MADE NO fURTHER COMMENT IN BASC SINCE THAT 

TIME. 

CALHOUN 

162/s0 

OGLEY TEEN/DG
2026/ /28/64 

REPRODUOION FROM THIS COpy IS 
Classific:atio1J PROHIBITED UNLESS ''UNQASSIFIED'' 

OFFICIAL FILE COpy 

bthompson
Line



bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line



bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line



2 / DtTE~~_~__ 

D . . 
I

/b.L..5'/-/ 
7 -3/ 

bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line



././ / 

7 -3; 


ACTI 

DATE 7". 2., 

. ' 

~O AcnoN 
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CONF IDENT lAL BTF-17l 
February 6, 

us REPLY DATED FEBRUARY 6, 1964, 
TO SOVIET NOTRi'ON T-39 INCIDENT 

The United States Government rejects the Soviet version, contained 
in the Ministry's note No.4 dated January 29, of the January 28 incident 
~_n which an American T-39 aircraft was shot down in East Germany. In 
particular the Soviet allegations that the American penetration over the 
demarcation line was intentional and that the American crew was given 
adequate signals to land do not correspond to the facts. 

The facts are that the American T-39 was on a training flight in 
the course of which it inadvertently crossed into East Germany. Every 
possible effort was made by the United States military authorities to 
communicate with the aircraft before it crossed the demarcation line. 
American aircraft also attempted to intercept the T-39. Repeated efforts 
were also made to communicate with the aircraft after it had crossed the 
line and to gUide it back to West Germany. All these efforts, which 
unfortunately failed, must have been known to the Soviet authorities. 

With regard to the alleged warning Signals, the United States Govern­
ment has no evidence indicating that any Signals to land were seen by the 
American airmen. In fact, it is clear to the United States Government 
that the crew was not given adequate warning before the aircraft was shot 
down. 

In the circumstances of this case the destruction of the aircraft, 
causing the death of its crew members, was an inexcusable act of violence 
and shows nothing but a callous disregard for human life. The United 
States Government expects the Soviet Government to puni3h those responsible 
for the killing of these men and the destruction of the aircraft, and 
to take appropriate measures so that there shall be no repetition of this 
tragedy. 

l' Delivered to Embassy Moscow on January 29, 1964. 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
15/3 OUTGOING u.s. MISSION BERLIN COPY NO. 

SECRET 
MIN 3 Charge: Classification 
USCOB 

ACTION: ~rau<llQ( SECSTATE WASH POL 3 
=1037EA 

EGON INFO: X~Ydt~Jt~XIX Amembassy BONN 
UBIS Amembassy PARIS 657 

SAG Amembassy MOSCOW 580
IO/U 

Amembassy LONDON 637
F~ 

USAREUR/POLADCGBB 
USMIJ.1 CI NCEUR/POLAD 

USNMR SHAPE for BURNS 
USELMLO 
USAFE 

Paris also for USRO 

SUBJ: January 28 T-39 Incident 

Control: 16 'oL S /-' 
PRIORITY Date: 

--r-
February 41 1964 ) 
1830 HOURS 

? c 

950 

On Feb. I USCOB sent msg (USAB 016) in response -_ to USCI NCEUR request 
USCOB 

for kl88i1kcomment on possible connection between Jan. 24 Sov BASC protest 

re T -39 corridor violation and Jan. 28 shooting down of T-39-_. 

Sov 
USCOB msg repeats text of;.lan. 24 protest and continues: 

QUOTE 

3. Neither form nor content of protest was unusual. For example, 

this protest closely resembles a written protest made concerning helicopter 

overfl ight of East Berlin on 19 September 1963 (Berl in's Airgram A-201, 

23 September 1963). 

4. 28 January boundary violation occurred in roughly same area as 

the incident of few days before. - Sovs might have believed that U.S. 

was conducting planned reconnaissance in that locality. For this .I8aSQ.~-16/taf IEPRODuCn N FROM THIS COpy IS 
C ooLi iZ.tR eft Ii 0 11 PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNClASSIFIED" 

OFFICIAL FILE COpy 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 
Charge: Classification Control: 16 

-2- Date: 

or simply as general reaction following first violation, Sovs might have 

tightened up on interception procedures and stiffened rules of engagement 

under which interceptors operated. They might have considered it 

neces6Cry to make demonstration of next violator after 24 January 

incident in order to preclude further intrusions. We are inclined 

however to doubt that there existed more than most minor relationsh ip, 

such as general increase of alertness along boundary following 24 January. 

Violations were very different in character. One involved traffic in 

air corridor, duly notified to Sovs, wh ile other was direct penetration 

of East Germany having no relation to air corridors. One was infrequent 

but not rare occurrencE;f, and Soviet reaction was routine. 28 January 

inc ident, on other hand, was very unusual, given depth of penetration, 

and likely was regarded by Sovs as extremely serious in itself and not 

because it followed closely on relatively minor occurrence1 We incl ined 

bel ieve, in fact, that undetected penetration of West German F-84s in 


1961 was more directly responsible for sharp Soviet reaction in this case 


than was 24 January violation. I t is to be expected that Sovs would 


have determined in 1961 that their own reaction and intercept was poor, 

SECRET 
REPRODUCTION fROM THIS COPY IS 
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Charge: Classification Control: 16 

-3- Date: 

that they perfected their intercept procedures and that such occur renee 

wou I d not be perm i tted aga in. '~~ l1'p'llE) ., r 

GP-3 

AUTH: 

USCOB - Col. wardell~ 
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Foreign Service of the 
United States of AmericaTELEGRAM 

H 15/3 
OUTGOING U. S. MISSION BERLINXJ/3 IL 

...- ) / I 
~ EA-2 . fdA 2>/- /

LIMITED OFFICIAL USEAm 
USCOB Charge: Classification Control: 002 ;?'".~ 
M-3 
EAlL-2 ACTION: SECSTATE WASHDC 1026 Date: 1 Feb. 1964 

2:30 FMECON 
USIS INFO AMEMBASSY BONN 941 

AMEMBASSY LONDON 632ASAG 
AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 574IO/U 
AMEMBASSY PARIS 652CGBB 
USAREUR for POLADUSMIM 
USNMR SHAPE for BURNS 

USAFE 

USELMLO 


PARIS also for USRO 

REF Berlintel 1021 to Dept, 936 to Bonn 

SUBJECT: T-39 Incident 

"Neues Deutschland" Feb 1 carried long second-page article giving 

detailed "proof" that US T; -39 trainer must have been on spy mission 

and had not inadvertently strayed into East German airspace. Article 

attributed to GDR Air Force "exPef't", makes following points: 

1) Aircraft flying over GDR territory without permission must 

follow directions given by air defense aircraft. Such directions 

involve use of internationally valid signals. Soviet aircraft acted 

in accordance with accepted practices re US Air Force plane Jan 28. 

Refusal to heed visual signals -- as in T 39 case -- and evasive 

action are conclusive proof that plane intentionally violating 

airspace. 

2) US aircraft flew through NATO identification zone (ADIZ) 

along FedRep border, through which no aircraft may fly without being 

LIMITED OFFICIAL JJSE REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COpy IS 
C Iass if i c:a t i 0 It PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

OFFICIAL FILE COPY 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING U.S. MISSION BERLIN 

LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

Charge: C lassi!i ca ti 0 n Control: 


002 
-2- Date: 

identified. Since NATO air defense system took no measures to inter­

cept aircraft. flight must have been planned. Article states that 

"placing blame exclusively on aircraft crew is transparent method 

customarily used by imperialist circles in such cases." 

3) US aircraft flew straight and fast into GDR and did not give 

impression of being lost. Lost aircraft would have flown slowly to 

save fuel. Aircraft failed to follow "standard NATO instructions'" 

to fly west or t~rds interior of FedRep when lost in ADIZ area. or 

fly in triangular pattern to alert radar sites. Compliance with NATO 

instructions was po~siD~e ln any case had crew taken their direction 

bearing from position of sun in relation to time of day. There were 

no jetstreams which might have pushed aircraft into GDR air space 

without its knowledge. 

4) T-39 is not "harmless" type. as alleged by West. Article 

quotes "interavia" specifications to show that T-39 equipped with 

"complete navigation and fire direction equipment (NASARR type) and 

Doppler radar." and that further version used for radar disrupting 
missions. Thus. T-39 "is suitable for many different military tasks 
and could perform radar and radio reconnaissance as well as take 

infra-re d and radio pictures through clouds - in other words, 

espionage." 

5) Article argues that when such aircraft, manned by crew of 

' three officers, disobeys air defense instructions, unequivocal 
LI~ITED OFFICIAL USE 

REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COpy IS 
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LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
Charge: Classification Control: 

002 

-3- Date: 

conclusion is that "air space intruder is executing military 

assignments over GDR territory." Such aircraft must be prevented 

from fulfilling mission and must be destroyed if they fail to obey 

warnings. Article concludes that "outlined facts prove correctness 

of USSR and GDR proposals that Western powers withdraw occupation 

forces from West Germany and West Berlin and a~oid any kind of 

military provocation." 

COMMENT. Highly detailed justification given by "ND" for 

shooting down of T-39 has defensive ring. suggesting need was felt -­

perhaps because of unfavorable reaction to incident among East German 

population -- to provide more convincing argumentation than that 

previously presented in GDR media. Judging by "ND" story, need 

especially felt to "prove" that T-39 was combat aircraft. Noteworthy, 

moreover, that "ND" makes point that Soviet pilot who sho-t down 

T-39 "acted in framework of common air defense of Warsaw Pact member 

states in which. for GDR territory. pilots of National People's 

Army fulfill their duty side by side with Soviet pilots." Possible 

infer from statement that East Germans aware of and embarrassed by 

contradiction between their pretensions to air sovereignty and fact 

that it was Soviets. not they. who responsible for T-39 incident. 
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USCOB Charge: Class ifi ca t i on Control: ooo(~J ~ 
M-3 
EA ACTION: AMEMBASSY BONN 940 Date: 1 Feb. 1964 
EX:;ON 2:00 PM 
USIS INFO SECSTATE WASH 1025 
ASAG AMEMBASSY LONDON 631 
IO/U AMEMBASSY MOSCOW 573 
CGBB AMEMBASSY PARIS 651 
USMW1 USAREUR for POLAD 

CINCEUR for POLAD 

USNMR SHAEE for BURNS 

USAFE 


PARIS also for USRO 

SUBJECT: T-39 Incident 

REF :. Bonntel 2711 Dept 775 Berlin 

1) On basis suggestion para 3 reftel, US Controller BASC comment­

ed this morning to Sov Controller on personal basis that when C-l30 

flew out · through corridor yesterday with remains of T-39 crew, MIG 

fighter flew nearby on two occasions. US Controller said that while 

no flight safety violations occurred, it seemed strange to us that 

they picked just this plane to approach with fighters. He said this 

kind of close flying in corridor always unfortunate, since it intro­

duced element of danger, but on this occasion it seemed especially 

unfortunate and inappropriate. us Controller said that above not 

protest, only personal comment. Sov Controller listened to these 

remarks and made no comment. 

2) In marked contrast to their normal behaviour, since shooting 
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of T-39 Sov BASC personnel have been reserved in their relations 

with US Controllers. US Controllers describe SOy attitude as 
uncomfort~le 

~.I...iNi. •• or embarrassed. 
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'1 ­ 35 

GROUP 4 

Downgr aded at 3-year 1nt r v 1 . 

Deolas I f1.ed af ter 1 year .~ 
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USCOB 
POL 2 Date: Jan 31~ 1964 
ECON ACTION: 	 SecState vASH 1021 1716
USIS 
AS G INFO: Amembas s y BONN 936 
IOjU Amembassy LONDON 629 
Fi:R2 	 Amembassy MOSCO J 571 

Amembassy PARIS 649 
USAREUR FOR POLAD 
CINCEUR FOR POLAD 
US NMR SHAPE FOR BURNS 
USAFE 

PARIS a l so for USRO. 

SUBJECT: T-39 Incident 

Ref: BerlOntel 1010 to Dept, 926 to Bonn. 

Under caption "Avoidable," brief East German "Neues 

Deutschland" editor ial Jan 31 termed incident " gross provoc a ­

tion" and charged "American occupiers" with "full res pon­

sibility.'~ Asserted GDR is sovereign state;defense arrange­

ments under Warsaw Pact, whose members have mutua l obl i gation 

to protect their territory "in common," call for forceful 

termination of fl ight of foreign military planes whjch i gnore 

warnings a nd signals to land. Repl i ed to Western ar uments 

that plane had no hostile purpose A stating pilot could have 

clarified this by obeying Sovie t signals to land plane. 

Contended that, if one accepted assumption that all i ntruding 

188rtg LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 
REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 

Classi/ic:ation PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED" 

OFFICIAL FILE COpy 

bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line



Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING US ISSION, BERLIN 

LI.1ITED OFFICIAL USE 
Charge: Classification Control: 

-2- Date: 

f orei n planes have good intentions and therefore allowe d 


them to f l y freely, "Americans could undertake espionage 


f lights unmolested or drive their atomic bombs about over the 


GDR." Concluded one sure way to avoid such incidents would 


be to withdraw from Germany all troops of forei gn powers. 


"ND" also published t ext of TASS item out of tva shington. 

Comment: In developing same points contained in GDR 


Forei gn Ministry announcement (reftel), editorial shows special 


concern to justify attack on plane and impugn American conduct. 
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