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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

February 24, 1965

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES

John van Alten

Subject:

Von Winterfeld called this morning to say that he
had received a telegram from Kaul to the effect that
Kaul would be unable "for technical reasons" to comment
today on the proposals which Von Winterfeld conveyed to
him yesterday. Kaul indicated that he would be in touch
with Von Winterfeld in Hannover, and Von Winterfeld said
he was about to leave Berlin for home.

cc: M - Minister Calhoun
M - Mr, Hulick
POL - Mr, Day
POL - Mr, Heichler
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013
MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD

SUBJECT: Lawyers' mo

FROM3 POL - Lucian Heichler February 19, 1965

On February 18 I informed Herr Spangemberg that we had no
objections to the documents as drafted by the Semat to authorize
von Winterfeld to discuss this subject with Kaul. I said that
we had received from our Allies the required informal assurances
that the Allies would give their agreement to a formal Senat
proposal to lift the ban on Kaul under the circumstances indicated.

I asked Spangenberg to keep us closely informed of developments
with von Winterfeld., He assured we on this point and said that he ;
expected to in touch with von Winterfeld the next morning
(February 19).

GPOUP 4
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

February 11, 1965

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION

Participants: Senatsrat Korber
Francis J. Meehan

Place: Schoeneberg Rathaus
Date: February 1l, 1965

r

Subject: John van Altena and Lawyers' Exchange

(
\\ ‘
Korber mentioned at the outset that Mayor Albertz
intended to raise van Altena with the Minister at their

February 12 meeting.

Korber said he had read Winterfeld's letter of February
5 and talked since then with Vogel and Stange. Vogel had
said again flatly that Kaul was not authorized to make any
offers on the release of wvan Altena. Korber had the im-
pression that Winterfeld was misrepresenting Kaul.

I said that we also had our doubts as to the accuracy
of Winterfeld's reports. The fact was, however, that we
now had in Winterfeld's February 5 letter another offer
allegedly from Kaul to release van Altena. ©Since no other
alternatives were forthcoming at the moment, we believed
we should try to get to the bottom of it,

Korber said he believed that Winterfeld should be
"put to the test." We should tell Winterfeld that if Kaul
produced van Altena on a given day, the ban would be lifted.
Korber went on to say that if, as he assumed would be the
case, the whole thing fell through, he hoped that we would
not then continue to stand in the way of the lawyers' ex-
change by refusing to 1lift the ban on Kaul.

I said that if Winterfeld were to be "put to the test,"
it would have to be done seriously. For one thing, the

GROUP 4
Downgraded at 3-year intervals.
Declassified after 12 years,
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gquestion of authorization for Winterfeld to negotiate would
arise., Vogel and Stange maintained that Kaul should be

pressed to produce written evidence of official authorization
to negotiate in general on the lawyers and van Altena, and
specifically to make the offers cited in Winterfeld's February
5 letter. This made sense, but Kaul could rightly ask under
the circumstances for comparable authorization from Winterfeld.
Would the Senat be prepared to provide such authorization?

I said that there was another aspect to "putting to the
test" -- or presenting Kaul with an ultimatum, as Vogel and
Mayor Albertz had expressed it previously -- which needed
consideration. It seemed to me that if the deal were offered
to Kaul that he could come back into West Berlin if he produced
van Altena, without reference to the lawyers' exchange, the
Senat's bargaining position in bringing about the exchange
would be correspondingly weakened.

Korber said he thought it would be possible to take care
of the last point by coupling the lawyers' exchange to the
offer to 1lift the ban in return for van Altena. The ban would
be lifted for a certain time -~ two weeks or a month, say --
on van Altena's release, during which time the lawyers' ex-
change would be negotiated., If the negotiations were not com-
pleted in the time given, the ban would be reimposed.

I said this suggestion sounded interesting, but would
the Senat be prepared to give Winterfeld authorization to
negotiate with Kaul in this sense? Did Korber think that
Mayor Albertz would be receptive to the idea?

Korber said he thought Albertz would. He would make a
recommendation in this sense, he added.

I asked if Wendt had reverted to the lawyers' deal or
van Altena since Korber raised them with him. Korber said
Wendt had not.

cic 2 M = Minister Calhoun
M - Mr. Hulick
POL - Mr., Day

-
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e
OPERATIONS MEMORANDUM “iZeeic

TO: @S Mission Berlin Date: January 20, 1965
FROM: Amconsul HAMBURG

SUBJECT: WELF

John van ALTENA

REF: Contel L to Berlin, Oct. 15, 1964; Berlintel 5, Oct. 16, 196L; Berlintel 7,
Oct, 21, 1964, Contel 10 to Berlim, Jamuary 21, 1965

The Hamburg police have been requested by representatives of the
press to release the story of John van Altena., The police have refused
to do so without the permission of this Consulate General, Since the
classified correspondence relating to Mr, van Altena was initiated by
Berlin, this office would appreciate advice regarding its present etatus.

that the story was broadcast by AFN in October.
the Mission has no ebjection to the release of the Hamburg peolice
this office as soon as

g
i
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

Office Memorandum ¢ unitep staTEs GOVERNMENT
CONTIDENTIAL

To : M = Minister Calhoun DATE: January 19, 1965

FROM : EAS/:" F.‘ J. Meehan &'
// — -~ \\

SUBJECT: QOhn van Altena: |Briefing Paper for January 20 Deputies'
—Meeting.

Kaul himself took the initiative in linking van Altena
with the lawyers' exchange. We have various communications
from von Winterfeld citing Kaul's offer to release van Altena
in return for lifting the ban on his entry to West Berlin. To
begin with, Kaul offered van Altena in return for our letting
him use Tempelhof., Then he switched the terms to lifting the
ban on his entry to West Berlin in general. Before Christmas
he let it be known through von Winterfeld that we would get
van Altena if von Winterfeld were authorized to tell him that
the lawyers' exchange was approved in principle, even though
it was not possible to say when it would actually come into
force. When von Winterfeld conveyed such a statement, as
authorized by Herr Spangenberg, Kaul described the statement
as "completely worthless," and van Altena was put on trial,

We then have a copy of a letter from Kaul to von Winterfeld
(dated January 8, i.e., after van Altena's trial) complaining
that the Western side has never made any concrete offers on

the lawyers! exchange, and in particular has never taken up the
offer on van Altena in relation to the exchange.

We have learned that Kaul may not have been authorized to
make any offer to release van Altena,specifically to release him
in relation to the lawyers! exchange. The fact of the matter
is, however, that he did make such an offer and, as can be seen
from his letter of January 8, was still talking in terms of such
an offer after the trial. We have had no indication that Kaul
has withdrawn the offer and, until he is disavowed, we must
assume that he had authorization.

We believe, therefore, that the offer should be referred
to in Herr Korber's discussion of the lawyers' exchange with
Wendt, not as a condition for the exchange from the Senat's
viewpoint, and not as a topic for negotiation between Herr Korber
and Wendt,|but as a factor, introduced by Kaul himself, in Allied
con31deratlon of the question of lifting the ban on Kaul.

——

It is quite conceivable that the East will deny that the.
offer was ever made, or else that they will disavow Kaul, I
have already indicated that in our view the offer was made ==
the January 8 letter is documentary evidence =- and is still
valid. Should the East disavow Kaul on his offer, we would not
be prepared to consider the lifting @€ the ban on him, We do
not believe that the East should be permitted to get away with
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disavowing him on the one hand, and building him into the
lawyers' exchange on the other.

The important thing for the U.S. is to obtain van Altena's
releases We are not committed to bringing about the release
in any particular way, for example, through the lawyers' exchange.
We would be interested in any other suggestions that the East
might have to make. However, until we have a clear commitment
on the release, including a date, we cannot see our way clear
to consider lifting the ban on Kaul. It is true that the U.S.
was previously prepared to 1lift the ban at the Senat's requeste.
From our viewpoint, however, Kaul's role in the van Altena
case ~-= which we did not seek -~ has created an entirely new
situatione

EAS:FJMeehan:eo
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TELEGRAM oot
United States of America

7/2/ghl OUTGOING VU.S. MISSI@N BERLIN COPY N@. _L_
EAS _ Yoo 29
MINe2 Charge: Classification Control: 114
;I%’o_n ACTION:  SecState WASHINGTON A% isadigt e
dmy INFO: Amembassy BONN 410

LIMDIS Limited Distributio
SUBJ: van Altena
REF: Berlintel 485 to Dept., 404 to Bonn

In a meeting with Mission officers November 29, Vogel
discussed van Altena and Thompson somewhat differently than
before in that he did not relate the cases so closely. He gave
the impression that the East does not believe Phm% there is much
hope of making a deal in the foreseeable future for Thompson's
release in exchange for the present U,S. prisoners in the GDR.
The purpose of the approach to New, he indicated, is to maintain
the personal relationship that developed in the Whitehill case
with a view to laying the groundwork for some future action

and any other similar cases that might arise.
involving Thompson/ Vogel said ®imek the East attaches importance
to making its agents who have been imprisoned in the West aware
of the fact that efforts are being undertaken in their behalf.
This motivation had been at the back of his approaches on behalf
of the Krogers in London and of an East German agent imprisoned
in France. Similarly, he was now in correspondence with Thompson,

and this was intended to reassure the latter that he was not

forgotten, STy Y REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
TR Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"”
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AR AR AU S B QLAY United States of America
llfl/ghl INCOMING  ySMISSION BERLIN :}—ac 7—?
JLI0N: DECLASSIFIED . CONFEDENIIAT Pa
- jf“_"?“s Authority NND 67230 :
_‘ii\{_é T By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 Classification Control: 242
Ol~2" FOUTINE: : Recd: 28 AUGUST, 1965
SCOB, 4 0855 hGURS

%R "Fm SECSTATE WASHDC

T0 RUFHJAZUSMISSION BERLIN 115
. INFO RUFHOL/AMEMBASSY BONN 514
STATE GRNC
. FBY
I —G—G—N—F—%—D—E—N—?—l—ﬁ—h AUGUST 27.
*y 'REF: BERLIN°S 186 TO DEPT; 150 TO BONN

SUBJ: JOHN VAN ALTENA
— — . 3
DEPT WISHES PROPOSE FOR CONSIDERATION OF MISSION  POSSIBILITY
' THAT VOGEL COULD MAXKE NEW APPROACH ON RELEASE OF VAN ALTENA WHEN
WITEHILL SAFELY OUT., VOGEL MIGHT STRESS ‘AGAIN THAT VAN ALTENA,
LIXE WHITEHILL AND THWAITES, COULD BE HELD "IGNCORANT OF CONDI-
TIONS IN BERLIN™ AND WAS PROBABLY EXPLOITED BY OTHERS INVOLVED
IN EXFILTRATION ATTEMPT.A TELLING POINT IN THIS REGARD 18 FACI
THAT VAN ALTENA EVEN YOUGER AND MORE INEXPERIENCED THAN
WHITEHILL. :
IT. MAY ALSO BE OF VALUE TO EMPHASIZE THAT VAN ALTENA COMES FRONM
FaRM FAMILY OF MODEST MEASN., ANY OTHER APPEAL TO MAGNANIMITY .
OF EAST GERMAN AUTHORITIES (AS OPPOSED TO THEIR LEGAL INSTINCTS)
COULD BE ADDED TO THE ARGUMENT.

I aNY EVENT, DEPT ANTICIPATES EARLY AND ADVERSE REACTION FROM
FAMILY WHEN NEWS OF WHITEHILL RELEASE BECOMES PUBLIC. THERE

WILL PROBABLY ALSO BE INQUIRIES FROM OTHER SOURCES WHC WILL NOTE
CONTRAST BETWEEN VAN ALTENA AND WHITEHILL CASES.

| —>FM -
GP-4, RUSK ‘ ACTION TAKEN:

[1NO ACTION
REQUIRED

DATE =
 HITIALS
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

TEI E‘ ;RAM Foreign Service of the
United States of America

Por 39

10/3/ghl OUTGOING U.S. MISSION BERLIN
—CONPIBENTIAL
Charge: Classification Control: 125
EAS-2 - ik :
MIN-3 ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 199 Date: 30 ﬁg‘ésféuég“
POL~2 :
USCoB INFO: Amembassy BONN 162
FeR~2
REF: Deptel 514 to Bonn, 115 to Berlin

SUBJ: John van Altena

As soon as it became likely last week that Whitehill
would be released, it was clear to the Mission that there
would be difficult repercussions in the van Altena case in
terms of the Department's relations with the family and
Congress., The Mission accordingly pressed Vogel immediately
for a new approach on van Altena based on the factors
mentioned in the reftel == van Altena's youth, inexperience,
unfamiliarity with Berlin conditions, and "exploitation."

Vogel saw the point, of course, but he was at th27¥§me
quite bearish about the prospects for early success., In the
first place, he pointed out, there was clearly established
premeditation in the van Altena case in the construction of
an escape compartment in the car., Second, guilt was es-
tablished beyond any doubt since the would=be escapees were
discovered in the car. With Whitehill, on the other hand,

the East would have had some difficulty in establishing a

case., (When questioned closely by Mission officers after

“CONFIDENTIAL REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”
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TEI E‘ ;RAM Foreign Service of the
United States of America

OUTGOING

-CONFIDENTIAL
Ch(n-ge; Classification Control:

S Date:
his release, Whitehill categorically denied that he had been

knowingly involved in any escape attempt. He stated that
he had never been approached by anyone to participate in an
exfiltration scheme,) Third, van Altena had actually been
sentenced,

Much more important than any of these factérs, however,
Vogel claimed, was the fact that the case had been grossly .
mishandled by Winterfeld from the beginning. Winterfeld had
succeeded only in convincing the East by his high-powered
(but dilettantish) approach that van Altena was a very
valuable property who should not be given up except for good
value, In addition, Kaul had become involved., Vogel said
Kaul is using his influence with the East German state security
apparatus to block a solution to the case now that the family
has taken it out of his hands. Kaul's opposition could be
overcome, Vogel conveyed, but it was definitely an importanf
complicating factor at this stage.

Comment: The Mission realizes that the van Altena
family is unlikely to derive much comfort from Vogel's reading

of the case, (His views on Winterfeld and Kaul should not

-GGN-F—I-BEN-T-I-AL— REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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INCOMING US MISSION BERLIN COFY NO. /_
SECRET ' POL 29
ACTION: Z o
0 onirok:

EAS 3 FM SECSTATE %ﬁﬂnﬁ\ Classification ¢
mFo: LU RUFHOL/ANMEMBASSY 3354 Rocd: MAY 8, 1965
2 Sk g}mz e DECLASSIFIED
;2; ; SEERETMAY 7 : Authority NND 67230

: By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013
REF3 Ae BERLIN'S 1452, B. BONN'S 4237

SUBJ: JOHN VAN ALTENA 1

IN TELEPHONE CONVERSATION WITH MOTHER VAN ALTENA TTSTERDAY,
DEPAT ADVISED HER THAT SOME LEGAL REPRESENTATION YiS=g==VIS
EAST GERMAN AUTHORITIES PROBABLY NECEFLQCBWN ORDE: EVENTUALLY
SECURE JOHN *S RELEASEWM DEPT SUGGESTED SHE MAY WISH WRITE *
ANOTHER LAVYER WE UNDERSTAND AVAILABLE PRESENT TIl'E AND WHO :
VELL-VERSED THIS TYPE LEGAL WORK. DEPT FURNISHED NAME AND

ADDRESS OF VOGEL AND ADVISED MRS. VAN ALTENA, IF SHE IS INTERESTED
IN EXPLORING POSSIBLITITY OF RETAINING VOGFI”S zV?CES,

SHE MIGHT WRITE DIRECTLY TO HIM. (DEPT DREV (N SUP ESTIONS
CONTAINED IN PARA 2 AND PARA 4 REFTEL A)e DEPT ENPHASIZED

THAT WHATEVER ARRANGEMENT MADE WITH VOGEL WAS STRICTLY PRIVATE

AND THAT DEPT COULD ASSUME NO RESPONSIBILITY OR ORLIGATION FOR
RECOMMENDING HIMe ,

DEPT HAS NOT TOLD VAN ALTENA FAMILY ANYTHING ABOUT RANSOM

DEAL AND DOES NOT INTEND TO DO S0, FAMILY HAS SINMPLY BEEN TOLD

;ggznégcAT NEGOTIATIONS FOR JOHN'S RELAEASE CURRENTLY IN .
Se

GP=3 RUSK
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 Classification Contzal: 377 : :
ROUTE KL o Roed: 22 APR. 1965 .
TN 1 : 4515 PelMa
ACTION: ]

FAS-13

M“}‘”;,Eg FM SECSTATE WASHDC 4.7 ACI‘ION 'I'AKEN,
uscoB - . (TO RUFHOL/AMEMBASSY BONN 3188
IPOL-2 . ‘RUFHJA/USMISSION BERLIN 866
RAR STATE GRNC
Rl R
B

b sUBJs* Joftny van ALTENA

REF: Ae. BERLIN'S 1439
B, BONN'S 4052

AS RECOMMENDED LAST PARAGRAPH REFTEL A, DEPT HAS ADVISED VAN
(ALTENA FAMILY TO REQUEST STATUS REPORT FRCM VON WINTERFELD
WITH-E?E TO TERMINATION DEALINGS WITH HIMe FAMILY HAS AGREED TO Do
SO. . ;

SINCE DEPT, LIKL MISSION, DOES NOT EXPECT ANYTHING FURTHER IN

WAY OF CREDIBLE PLAN OR OFFER FROM XAUL, FAMILY CAN BE EXPECTED.
TO TERMINATE WITH ROTH KAUL AND VON WINTERFELD IN NEAR FUTUREe
DEPT HAS'SERIOUS RESERVATLONs, HOWEVER, ABOUT rzp MMENDING THAT
FAMILY AGREE TO VOGEL TAKING OVER CASE« IN FIRST PLACE .
RECOMMENDATION ¢PECIFIC LAWYER RUNg COUNTER TG TLDWH MENTAL POLIGY
AND REGULATIONS. MORE IMPORTANT 1% CONSIDERATION THAT FAMILY

HAS ALREADY EXPENDED LARGE SUMS OF MONEY ON FRUITLESS LEGAL
"PROCEEDINGS AND WOULD PROBABLY BE"VERY RELUCTANT TO HIRE ANOTHER
SET LAWYERS WHOM THEY COULD EXPECT WOULD BE EQUALLY EXPENSIVE

AND NO MORE SUCCESSFULe VERY MOST DEPT WILLING TC DO THIS INSTANCE

Sgpogm
FOSM PSOOT WIERBNLY < LRADGHEIION FROM Wi (0 &8
dzLE Clessification
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PAGE TWO DEPT®S 86¢g =+ CONTROL: 377

| v~ WOULD BE ADVISE FAMILY THAT WE UNDERSTAND ANOTHER EXPERIENCEL
LAWYER AVAILABLE SHOULD THEY DESIRE FURTHER LEGAL SERVICE. J

' : ..; IN THIS CONNECTION; VAN ALTENA FAMILY CAN BE EXPECTED ASK DEPT
= ."L‘. (1) CAN ANY LAWYER DO ANYTHING TO HASTEN RELEASE JOHN VAN ALTENKT, l

0% ® (@) How MUCH WILL IT COST? (IS IT WORTH IT?), AND (3) WHETHER IT Vs

& NPCESSARY TG HAVE A LAWYER SIMPLY TO ARRANGE DELIVERIES OF FAMILY

. (4%7:  CORRESPONDENCE WITH JOHN. IN SHORT, FAMILY WILL WANT SOME REASONABL:

e ASSURANCE THAT FURTHER LEGAL ASSISTANCE WILL BE EFFECTIVE ‘AND :
WORTH-WHILE. ®

| IN ANTICIPATION REQUEST FOR ADVICE FROM VAN ALTENA FAMILY WHEN
A VON WINTERFELD RELATIONSHIP TERMINATED, DEPT WOULD LIKE COMMENT FROU

EMBASSY AND MISSION AS FOLLOUS:

R 5 IMP B oL, noEs
| P INFORM FAMILY THAT JO

Fh pie &0

| _, 2 IS IT NECESSARY FOR FAMILY TO RETAIN VOGEL AND STANGE, OR

A ANY OTHER LAWYER, IN ORDER TO ASSURE RELEASE UNDER RANSOM ARRANGENEI]

[
:
.

PELIEVE IT WILL BE
gDED AS RANSOM CANDIDATE? :
|

3. CAN ANY ARRANGEMENT BE MADE TO INSURE PERSONAL CONTACT WITH
g JOHN WITHOUT USING SERVICES OF LAWYERS (I.Ee, RED CROSS OR RELIGIOUS

ORGANIZATIONS)? | ,

D STANGE COULD

4 IS THERE ANY REASONABLE PROSPECT THAT VOGEL AN
GEMENTS? ’

7~  FFFECT RELEASE JOHN BEFOLE HE RELEASED UNDER RANSOM ARRAN

GP-S.
RUSK

NOTE: Distribution delayed due to servicing of eriginsl msg.
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Cizssification

?g&g By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 ‘ St AH8 :
USCOB Reed: 24 APR. 1965
POL2 ROUTINE 29300 Aelle
USIS 5 ey s e e T O = o T e e = ;

10

ASG

FeR  FM AMEMBASSY BONN
TO RUEHCR/SECSTATE VASHDC 4139
INFO RUFHJA/US MISSION BERLIN 1224
S ECRET APRIL 23RD

REF$ BRRLIN'S 1462 TO THE DEHT
SUBJs JOHN VAN ALTEfIA

WE ASKED HARTKOPF IN BERLIN 'S BONN REPRESENTATION OFFICE

TODAY WHETHER HE COULD CONFIRM THAT VAN ALTENA IS INCLUDED ON THE
LIST OF PERSONS XN FEAST GERMANY TO BE RANSOMED BY THE FRG, '
HARTKOPF REPLIED THAT THERE WERE TWO SUCH LISTS AND THAT VAN
ALTENA WAS ON BOTH . WHEN WE SAID THAT STANGK AND GOGEL SEFMED

TO HAVE SOME QUESTION ON THIS, HARTKOPF SAID HE WOULD REVIEW

THE MATTER WITH SECRETARY KRalTW1G IN THE ALL-GERMAN AFFAIRS ;
MINISTRY ON APR 27, HE PROMISED TO INFORM US OF THR OUTCOHF : .H
APR 28, GP=3 HILLENBRAND

. ACTION TAKEN:
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TELEGERAM i
United States of America

OUTGOING
SECRET-
Charge: Classification Control: o
-2= Date:

written authorization and he in turn would authorize his
renewed
colleague Vogel. In connection/approach to FedRep Foreign

Ministry (reftel B), Stange kesximsixkexiBRaxxxtXgpakrx®
o xuuxzhm;f&mxﬁhxkx&kxﬁxxkxﬁxﬁxmmum&xmxmwax&aiwxaﬁ)and Vogel

continued «to. ) - & _ _ .
favorpek it, bomeweoxg arguing that they believed composition

p
lists fluid. Vogel stated than van Altena's name not repeat
not among those presented to him and Stange by FedRep
authorities. Vogel said that once case in Stange=Vogel
channel, he would try to arrange delivery family's letters
to John, Vogel also asked whether family had applied to
visit John, Mission officer w=mme replied that he believed
that family is not repeat not financially able to make trip
to Europe.

Comment: Wording Kaul's April 13 letter reinforces
Mission's view (reftel A) that Kaul-von Winterfeld channel
does not look promising,ﬁzxagmgaix; In accordance with
Stange's suggested procedure, we recommend that family

notify Mission that it wishes to authorize Stange (lawyer

Juergen Stange, Schlueterstrasse 39, Berlin) to handle case.

SECRET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

TELEGRAM .
United States of America

10/3 OUTGOING y.5.MISSION BERLIN COFY NO. ;%L- "17
o FILE ROOM COPY
Chmge: CIaSSiffCatiOH Conlrol: 218
ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 1439 Date: April 14, 1965
1800 HOUHS
INFO: Amembassy BONN 1299

SUBJ: John van Altena

EAS 2 REF: Ford/Livingston April 9 telecon

MIN 3

POL 2 '

USCOB Following most recent developments van Altena case:
F&R 2

(a) Mission received letter from von Winterfeld dated
April 6 enclosing photocopy letter dated April 3 from Kaul who
states that "at this time" he unable to come through on
tentative agreement made with von Winterfeld concerning van
Altena. (This tentative agreement involved possible written
authorization for Kaul by GDR authorities to make firm offer on
van Altena.) Kaul adds he will continue to handle van Altena
case. In his letter, von Winterfeld queried Mission as to
what he should do next.

(b) On April 6, Mission officer discussed van Altena case
with West Berlin lawyer Stange at latter's invitation. Stange
stated that his East Berlin colleague Vogel now willing to take
on van Altena case. (He had originally refused to handle it.
Berlintel 563 to Dept, 501 to Bonn.) Stange "optimistie" that

218/taf  Vogel can arrange release, Added Senat ready to help. Made
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OUTGOING
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Charge: Classification Control: 218
=l Date:

following requests: (1) van Altena family to terminate
dealings with von Winterfeld-Kaul and authorize Vogel to

«Jed Rep
handle case; (2) Embassy to make renewed "request" of /GRR
Foreign Office "at highest level" to have van Altena included
ransom deals., In connection with (1), Stange said family need
not_authorize Vogel directly and that Mission could do so on
/Egizif. He stressed importance of (2) several times.

Comment: In Mission view, von Winterfeld-Kaul channel
has been given fair and lengthy trial and proven to be non-
productive., Vogel-Stange channel has in past had some success
in cases similar to van Altena's. Although there is of course
no guarantee that it will be productive this time, Mission
believes that it should now be tried out.

Senat will have to be informed soon that, as it expected,
Kaul-von Winterfeld effort appears to have failed toocbtain
van Altena release but there is no rpt ne need to do this just
yet.

While making no commitments to Stange, we plan to explore
informally with him the possibilities of arranging deliveries

of family letters to John.

Action and Recommendations
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218
Date:
In answering von Winterfeld's April 6 letter, Mission plans

simply to state that van Altena family, as his clients, must
make decision on further instructions.

In reftelecon, Mission recommended that van Altena family
request status report from von Winterfeld with an eye to
termination dealings with him. If, as we expect, von Winterfeld's
report contains no rpt no new, concrete and credible offer from
Kaul,

ODRX, we recommend that family: (a) terminate with von Winterfeld;

(b) notify Mission that it agrees to Vogel's handling the case,

g@Rxx¥ after which Mission would =
_ HULICK (,d:ﬁ/
convey family's authorization to
AUTH: i i
Vogel.
GP-U4

EAS:RGLivipggston:1lms
14 April 1221
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DECLASSIFIED
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

ACTION:
B4S 3

A

c Rmm TAKEN: +.6 .

== Fepruary 20, 1965
it 585 HOURS

FROM: | BONN

%,

N0z 934 = FEBRUARY 22 ~ 2PN

ACTION DEPT 3148 INFO EERLIN 934 |rafin

SuBJ: JOHN VAN ALTENA

REF3 BERLIN'S 196@ TO DEPT

* SENAT DIRECTOR YARTAOPF; DEPUTY TO BERLIN'S SENATOR FOR

INFC:
HIN 3
USCOB
POL 2
F&R

FEDERAL AFFAIRS, SCHUETZ, INFORMED Us YESTERDAY THAT THE FRG :
HAD CONCURRED IN THE ARRANGEMENT REACHED EETVEEN MINISTER ° Lot
CALHOUN AND MAYOR ALBERTZ CONCERNING VAN ALTENA. HE SAID THE et v
FEDERAL AUTHORITIES WERE CONCERMNED, HOWEVER. THAT THE AR-< ' o
RANGEMENT, IF. SUCCESSFUL, COULD RESULT IN PUELICITY WHICH

WOULD GIVE THE IMPRESSION THAT GERMAN AUTHORITIES HAD EEEN

SUBJECT TO 0.5« PRESSURE IN AGREEING TO EJCHANGE XAUL'S ENTRY

TO WEST BERLIN FOR VAN ALTENA'S RELEASE. ThHE TR& FELT THAT

THE CLOSES COORDINATION WOULD BE REGUIRED WITH.AMERICAN

AUTHORITIES SHOULD VAN ALTENA, KAUL OR EOTH SHOW UP IN WEST .

BERLIN. ‘

HARTKOPF STRESSED THAT THE FRG HAS FOLLOWED THE POLICY OF

DEALING WITH THE EAST GERMANS ON THE RELE/SE OF PRISONERS ONLY . -.
ON A COLLECTIVE BASISe IT HAS AVOIDED NEGOTTATIONS ON IN= T,
DIVIDUALS« IN ACCORDANCE WITH THIS. POLICY; 1T HAD AGREED TO
INCLUDE VAN ALTENA ON THE LIST OF POLITIC/L PRISONERS FOR
WHOM THE FRG WAS PREPARED 10 PAY RANSOM. THE PROCEDURE TO BE
FOLLOWED IN VAN ALTENA®S CASE BY THE SERAT MARKS & DEPARTURE
FROM THIS POLICV AND 1S ANOTHER REASON 'FOF FRG CONCERNs-

.

. WE PRESUME USBER WILL. BE WORKING CUT &, FRISS LINE WITH THE ; }'”'

26@&§f

FoRs #8561
22133

SENAT TO BE USED IN THE EVENT THE VON WINTERFELD TALKS SUCCEED
OR_LEAK. WE SHALL WISH TO KEEP THE FRG"INIORMED BUT BE= o S
LIEVE IT PREFERABLE FOR ANY PUBLIC ANNOUNCEMENTS TO BE MADE oy
IN BERLIN AND TO AVOID FRGC INVOLVEMENT 70 THE EXTENT POSSIBLEs | = =

GP=4. : MCEGHEE

: MR LR NEE L e o s
i v Classificaiton - . Wm'm. b

‘
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TEI E‘ ;RAM Foreign Service of the
United States of America

11/2

OUTGOING US MISSION, BERLIN [ILE ROOM COPY

EAS
MIN
POL
USCOB

po -
P&

0 WAn

nN

107/taf

C vl S
—OoNFI PRI AL

Date: February 19, 1965
ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 1060 1810 HOURS

INFO

Amembassy BONN 9L0

REF Deptel 2394 to Bonn, 666 to Berlin

SUBJ John van Altena

In Feb 5 letter to Mission (last para reftel) von
Winterfeld renewed offer from Kaul to release van Altena in
return for lifting ban on Kaul's entry into West Berlin in
connection with completion of lawyers' deal. Winterfeld
reasserted that Kaul authorized to make such offer, Mission
conveyed Winterfeld letter to Senat, and number of discussions
between Mission and Senat at various levels (including meeting
between Minister and Acting GovMayor Albertz) has followed.
Parallel to discussions with Senat, Mission has also discussed
van Altena case in meetings with Stange and Vogel,

Vogel has conveyed to Senat and Mission his belief,
which, he claims, rests on unimpeachable sources, that Kaul
is wholly without authorization to make offer conveyed by
Winterfeld Feb 5. Senat shares Vogel's views,

In discussions with Mission, Senat representatives took

stand that it was necessary to challenge Kaul to make good
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Charge: Classification Control: 107

@ Date:

on proposals conveyed by Winterfeld, Mission agreed, adding’
that it would, however, be necessary to make test seriously,
giving Winterfeld adequate official authorization to proceed
in negotiations with Kaul., Senat has agreed in turn with this
proposed approach and has now informed us that they will con=-
tact Winterfeld today (Feb 19) with a view to conveying
written authorization to him, Authorization specifies that
Winterfeld is empowered by Senat to conduct negotiations on
lawyers' deal through April 22, 1965, the "special circum-
stances" under which deal would be possible being spelled out
in attachment. "Special circumstances" are(l) van Altena
will be released by March 22,(2) ban on Kaul will be lifted
simultaneously with van Altena release,(3) lawyers' deal will
be completed by April 22, and(kh) if deal not completed by
April 22, ban on Kaul will be reimposed.

British and French Missions have agreed in connection
with new approach on foregoing lines to authorize lifting of
ban on Kaul when requested by Senat,

Comment: It is difficult to predict the outcome of new

approach. As between two men, Winterfeld and Vogel, latter
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Charge: Classification Control: 107
-3= Date:

in Mission view has far greater grasp of realities of East
German situation, and we would be inclined, like Senat, to
take his views more seriously than those of Winterfeld. In
any case, Senat action should clear way for more accurate
reading of prospects in case. Cannot be excluded that Kaul
will object to terms of "special circumstances" as set forth
in Senat authorization to Winterfeld, and there may well be
haggling on this point,

Senat has said frankly that it expects Winterfeld nego-
tiations to break down at some stage because Kaul will be
unable to come through on proposals, Senat has further made
it clear that in this event they hope that we would no longer
interpose objections to conclusion of lawyers' deal -- with
Kaul included, but without provision for van Altena release ==
through Vogel-Stange channels., While we have reserved our
position on this point, we can expect considerable pressure
from Senat if their expectations on Winterfeld-Kaul negotia-
tions prove correct.

GP-4, CALHOUN

AUTH: FJéeehEZ
EAS:FJMeehan:en —CONFIDENTIAD
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15/2 1
ACTION: pECLASSIFIED 459Nf&fﬁﬁ;;f%;;“ B s "
EAS-3 g L ,—;,;ij
Authority NND 67230 Claciificaiive — Con 4i-
INFQ: By BKT/NCon 2 May 2013 ; 245
USCoB ' Recd:
gﬁig 19 FEB. 1965
ECCN'- @8:30 A.Mc
Usis
Asag FROM: DEPARTMENT
10/U : - :
gg?S NOs 666 = ‘18 FEBs. 1965, 7200 PeM. oy '
ACTION BERLIN 666 BONN 2394 INFO HAMBURG 157 ' &
SUBJ: JOHN VAN ALTENA
REF: (A) DEPTEL 603 TO BERLINs 2128 TO BONN; 134 TO HAMBURG :
(B) BERLIN'S 598 TO DEPT; BS3 TO BOWN -
DEPT OFFICER TRAVELLED TO WISCONSIN FEB 15 AND BRIEFED MR AND MRS H
VAN ALTENA BOTH ON CIRCUMSTANCES JOHN VAN ALTENA ARREST AND PRESENT |
STATUS OF CASE. PARTICULAR EFFORT WAS MADE TO CORRECT ANY
SENSATIONAL MISINFORMATION ABOUT QTE A PLOT UNQTE OR QTE A FRAME~=- .
UP UNQTE AND TO COUNSEL AGAINST RESORT TO PUBLICITY IN EFFORT TO
SECURE JOHN'S RELEASE. 1IN THIS CONNECTIONV FAMILY WAS FURNISHED
WITH INFORMATION CONTAINED HAMBURG POLICE REPORT AS WELL AS
- TRANSLATION REPORTS SENT THEM BY WINTERFE LD.
BOTH VAN ALTENA PARENTS WELL-EDUCATED AND SEEMED UNDERSTAND
POLITICAL BACKGROUND THEIR SON'S ARREST. - IN TALKING TO THEM DEPT
OFFICER STRESSED FOLLOWING POINTS:
1) FAR FROM QTE SITTING ON ITS HANDS UNQTLE, USG HAS fXERTED MORE
PRESSURE TO OBTAIN RELAEASE VAN ALTENA THAN HAS BEEN EXERTED ON
BEHALF ANY OTHER AMERICAN IMPRISONED BY EAST GERMANS«. OUR EFFORTS
WERE DESCRIBED IN DETAIL AND COMPARED GENERALLY WITH EFFORTS MADE
IN PREVIOUS CASESe NOTHING THAT COULD HAVE BEEN DONE HAS BEEN
LEFT UNDONE. :
: 2) FAMILY MUST UNDERSTAND REASONS WHY CURRENT EFFORTS SOMETIMES
APPEAR TO DRAGe DEPT OFFICER DESCRIBED COMPLEXITY OF SITUATION
IN WHICH SEVERAL FRG AGENCIES, BERLIN SEDAT, AND ALLIES ALL
INVOLVED. :
CONFIDENTHAL
FORM FS.501 m‘m
g21.52 Clessificaifon CRORISTED m l
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3) PUBLICITY, PARTICULARLY THAT HOSTILE TC EAST GERMAN REGIME,
COULD BE COUNTERPRODUCTIVE IN PRESENT NEGOTIATIONS FOR RELEASE OF
VAN ALTENA« (THIS POINT EVIDENTLY COINCIDES WITH RECENT ADVICE
SENT TO THEM BY PROFESSOR RINCKa)

4) FAMILY SHOULD ASK FOR SOME BREAK-DCYN LEGAL FEES ALREADY
EXPENDED BEFORE FURTHER REMITTANCES ARE CONSIDEREDe

5) USG WILL CONTINUE TO EXPLORE EVERY NEW POSSIEILITY TO EFFECT
JOHN®s RELEASEs ;

FAMILY SEEMED SINCERELY CONVINCED THAT USG DOING EVERYTHING
POSSIBLE BEHALF THEIR SONe DEPT OFFICER SENSED THEY NOW REALIZE
THAT JOHN VAN ALTENA®S CAPTURE DUE PRINCIPALLY HIS OWN YOUTHFUL
NAIVETE AND INEXPERIENCEe THEY SAID THEY DO NOT RPT NOT PLAN
SEEK PUELICITY. :

DURING INTERVIEW FAMILY SHOWED DEPT OFFICER COPY OF REPORT DATED
FEBRUARY 5 WHICH VON WINTERFELD SENT TC NEEHAN. ACCORDING KAUL,
EAST GERMAN REGIME IS PREPARED RELEASE VAN ALTENA IN RETURN FOR
ANY ONE-RPT ONE OF FOUR ACTS ON PART EITHER FRG_OR ALLIES
INCLUDING LIFTING OF KOMMANDATURA BAN CN KAUL“ORFCONCLUSION OF

|| LAWYER EXCHANGE AGREEMENT. MISSION IS REQUESTED COMMENT ON

| ACCURACY REPORT AND POSSIBILITIES AFFORDILDa

GP =le
RUSK

215/15/2/s¢
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

TELEGRAM o
United States of America

OUTGOING s mrsston, serzan | ILE ROOM COPY

=
3

MIN3
USCOB
POL2
F&R

il 27

— CONFPIDENEIAL 28
Charge: Classification Control:
) FEB 5, 1965
Date: ’41:}{
998
ACTION: SecS8tate WASH
asg
INFO: Amembassy BONN
SUBJ: John van Altena
REF: Deptel 2229 to Bonn, 627 to Berlin

Vogel's fees Mann and Loba cases were $250 and $300
respectively, Clear from reftel that Winterfeld-Kaul
fees considerably in excess of Vogel charges in cases
cited. On other hand, van Altena case has become con-=
gsiderably more complex than either Mann or Loba, Compar-
ison with Hammerstein perhaps more in order. 1In that
case, as Dept aware, Vogel kept as his fee proceeds of
sale of Hammerstein's car plus sum of between $500 and
$600 =~ total of order of $1700 at official rate of exchange.
Should be noted additionelly, however, that Vogel charges
covered entire period of Hammerstein case =-- over two years.
It is difficult to make useful comparisons beyond above=
cited facts, Prisoner cases are special in both East and
West, in sense more than normal legal fees almost certainly
involved. For example, cases that come to trial involve

regular legal fees at fixed rates. This is only beginning,

—SOoNETREROT AT REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
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however. Lawyers involved charge additional, and
doubtless heavy fees toward their efforts to get
prisoners released, Influence peddling is probably an
important factor in bills presented.

Winterfeld has on several occasions complained to
Mission about cost of van Altena case to him. He gives
impression that he is considerably out of pocket. Winter-
feld acts in the grand style, telephoning and sending
telegrams to numerous contacts all over Germany. Hour-
long phone conversations with Mission from Hannover are
not uncommon. We have little doubt that he is well on
way to using up amounts van Altena family has provided
as expenses, Usefulness of his efforts is more open to
guestion,

OQur view is that family would be well advised to be
cautious about advancing further large sums to either

Winterfeld or Kaul,

G’P"'h. "\l& ﬁ
'
/
AUTH Fqﬁ%“

CALHOUN
e
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= \ Foreign Service of the
:? o
- PR %g., Uaited States of Anevita

p\,f OMING _Us5. MISSION BERLIN

ACTION:
EAS 3

INFO:
. MIN 3
USCOB
FOL 2
F&R

'REQUEST MISSION MAKE COMPARISON THESE FEES WITH AVERAGE FEES

'Gpeﬂlo P‘—

57/taf

FOR¥ FEI0T
21828

g TS SNt TR e SRENEEIR IS M P

DECLASSIFIED “FIrERD 0Py
Authority NND 67230 N F I EFNT I AL / s (;;.7
By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 Classification = C{mé'ol

FROM: DEP ARTMENT Recd: pebruary 5, 1965
d 0800 LQURS

NO$ 627 -~ FEBRUARY & = &PM

ACTION BERLIN 627 INFO BONN 2229,

SUBJECTS JOHN VAN ALTZINA.

DEPTEL 2167 TO BONN 612 TO BERLIN.

ACCORDING TO LETTER FROM MRS. VAN ALTENA, FAMILY HAS PAID FOLLOWING
LAYYER®S . FEES? :

TO VON WINTERFELD = $500 FOR EXPENSES IN LATEZ NOVEMBER AND $1000
IN EARLY DECEMBER "FOR EXPENSES TO DATE"»

TO KAUL - $500 AT END DECEMBER FOR EXPENSES.

FAMILY ASKED FOR ESTIMATED CHARGE IN BEGINNING BUT NEVER RECEIVED
ANY ANSWERS ON THIS PCINT. THEY INTEND WRITE TO VON WINTERFELD TO .

ASK WHAT KAUL®S TOTAL FEE WILL BE.

CHARGED EAST AND WEST BERLIN IN SIMILAR C/SES. DEPT WILL
FURNISH BETTER BREAK-DOWN WHEN RECEIVED.

’

ACTION TAKEN:

[1NO ACTION
REQUIRED 47 j~ |

DATE o AN /
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AGTTION: '
EAS 3 Authority NND 67230 T T o R
By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 Ciassification
INFO: ~ ] : = ¢
MIN 3 FROM HAMBURG : Reed:
USCOB ‘ : - ' Fosooebmfgmg' v

;&2 NO & 13 FEB 2, 6PH ~
ACTION DEPT 164 INFO BERLIN 13 BONN 86 FR0M HAMBURG FEB 2, 6 PM

REF: DEPTELS 134 AND 138 TO HAMBURG.. . PR

DURING INTERVIEW WITH WERNER KLOSS IN FRESERCE HAMBURG
POLICE , CONSULAR OFFICER HAMBURG LEARNED THAT ANNOUNCEMENT
OF VANALTENA ARREST AND SENTENCE APPEARED 1IN THE 1ANBURG
ABENDECHO ON JANe. 18, 1965. ARTICLE DATELIMNED A MILTON
JUNCTION, WISCONSIN, 18 JANUARY,; AND READE IN APPROXIMATE
TRANSLATION AS FOLLOWS: ® ON FRIDAY, THE LeS.STATE DEPTe =
INFORMED THE PARENTS OF THE 20 YEAR 'OLD JCHN VAN ALTENA THAT
CTHEIR SON HAD BEEN SENTENCED BY EAST ZONE AUTHORITIES TO A
g YEAR TERM OF CONFINEMENT. HE HAD TRIED TO SMUGGLE A WOMAN
AND HER CHILD OUT OF THE EAST ZONEe VAN ALTENA WAS ARRESTED
" IN EAST BERLIN ON THE 18TH OF OCTOBERs . -

" VAN ALTENA'S RELATIVES ARE FARMERS IN MILTON JUNCTION, 2 :

WISCONSINs AS A YOUTH VAN ALTENA HAD SPENT & YEAR WITH A i
FAMILY IN THE FRGe® , =

THIS ARTICLE PROMPTED KLOSS TO GO TO TEE NEVWSPAPER TO |

ASK WHY THE STORY HAD BEEN PUBLISHED SINCK HE HAD UNDERSTOOD

IT WAS STILL UNDER POLICE BAN. KLOSS WhS TOLD THAT THE STORY

yAS . NO LONGER CLASSIFIED SINCE THE ANNOUNCEMENT OF THE PRISON
SENTENCE WAS WMADE BY THE STATE DEPT. KIOuS THEN AGREED TO GIVE
FURTHER DETAILS OF THE ESCAPE ATTEMPT FOR CERTAIN CONSIDERATIONS.
BEFORE PUBLISHING KLOSS'S DISCLOSURE,! THE ECHO APPROACHED o
THE HAMBURG POLICE FOR PERMISSIONe THUS 7AR, NO FURTHER -
PUBLICATION HAS BEEN NOTED. . KLOSS HAS SI:NiD AND GIVEN POLICE
HIS OUN STATEMENT THAT HE WILL MAKE NO FURTHER DISCLOSURES. POLICE to
ARE INVESTIGATING SOURCE OF NEWS. ECHO DOES NOT HAVE EXCEPTION=
ALLY LARGE CIRCULATEON AND THUS FAR NO OTMER INQUIRIES BY THE oo
PRESS HAVE BEEN MADE TO CONGEN. ' R

v R5F : o

: GP "3 s
oR6/taf
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ITEMS/REMARKS

Attached is eorrespondense (origt
and trasslation) to the van Altenms t:ni
from Frau Rabe, mother of the Rast Bere
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/T 57

January 25, 1965

Us. 8, Mission
1 Berlin 33
Clayalles 170

Subject: John van Altena; Jr. « Arrest in East Berlin on
Oetober 10, 1964

May I kindly request you to forvard the enclosed letter
to the parents of John van Altena, vhose address I do not
know?

I an exceedingly sorry for the entire occurrence; as
mother of the arrested children, Jlirgen and Blrdel Rade
from East Berlin, I have also been heavily affected and can
only hope that .ix concerned will surmount everyshing in
good health,

I thank ion in advance for your effeort.

(signed) Amneliese Rate
3501 Baumatal 1
Alsenbauna fibver Xeassel
Grossearitterstrasse 9
Vestern Germany



ZRANSLATION Jesuary 25, 1965

Dear van Altena pareants:

I feel compelled to express to you ny deepest sympathy
for the great sorrov you have experienced in the arrest and
punishment of your son Joha,

From the bdottom of my heart I hepe and wish with you thas
it will be possidle for the appropriate agencies of your
goverament to effect the release of your son John as soon as
possible.,

He had wanted to act from nodblest motives in attempting
to assist ny children to freedom, and it ended unhappily, I
an the mother of Jiirgen Rabe, vhose pregnant vife your son
had wanted to bring scross the bdorder first, My son was
arrested five days later asnd ve knov nothing; I ayself cannot
foresee wvhen I will obdtain word of any kind him, Actuslly,
ve undertook sverything pessible out of West Berlin %0 get hel
to them, dut those vho knov conditions im the Bast, knov [alse
how verdiets are passed.

I person knev nothing of the entire project,; so you
vill believe me [vhen I tell you)] hev shoeked I, too, vas
about this matter, inasmuch as exactly a year age I suddenly
lost ny husband wvhen he died of & heart attack. This loss wvas
terrible encugh for mej and nov I [must] fear for my children,
and ny coneern for yeur son is no less.

A common sorrov ties us and I would ask you kindly so
let me knov, should you hesr any further detalls about your
son. Ve must hope together that Justice will yet £
triunph, and that all people can move freely and go vhere they
are isoi&nol to, and vhere they themselves prefer 40 live. I
feel with you as & mother and hope with you as & mother,

(signed) Anneliese Rade
3501 Baumatal 1
Altenbauna Sber Kassel
Grossearitterstrasse 9
Western Germany



United States Mission,
1 Berlis 33,

Clayallee 170
Februsry 3, 1965

Dear Frau Rabe:

The United States Mission acknowledges the
receipt of your letter of Januwary 25, We have sent
your letter to the vam Altens family to the Depart-
ment of State im Washingtom for w:a. I am
sure that the van Altemas will be grate for your

sympathy,
Very traly yours,

Francis J, Meshan
Chier
Eastern Affairs Sectiom

Frau Amneliese Rabe,
3501 Baumatal 1,
Altenbauna @ber Kassel,
Grossearitterstrasse 9,
Vestern Germany

EAS:FJMeehan:em





bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line


B (,QM fidl US JLSSICH BERLIN

== TRTEELIND = o

Rt

ACTION: : an AR
EA%_g'/BB: 0 TTY Classification
INFO: ' I

uspon  FROMS  HAMBURG AR S Recd: 20 JANUARY _905
”61’.’--‘2 _ Authority NND 67230 0530 HOURS

FRR NO '3 {2 JAN 28, 5P" By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

ACTION PRIORITY DEPT 16§ INFO BONN 83 BRRLIN 12 FROW HAHBURG
JAN 28, 5 PU

REF § D_EPT?Z‘.. §93 TO BERLIN, BONN 2428

ON OCT iS5 HAMBURG CONS OFFICER ATTENDEDLOCAL POLICE INTER~
ROGATION OF WFRNEER XLOSS, PARTMER VAN ALTINA IN ESCAPE ATTENPT
AND WITNESS OF ARRESTs COPY OF RESULTINGPROTOCALFORVARDED

DEPT TODAY. HAMBURG INFORMED BERLIN-FULLY IN OCTOBER, FURNISHED
COPY PROTOCAL AT THAT TIME. (REF HAMBURG’S 3 TO BERLIN,

87 DEPT, 4 BEERLIN, 9@ DEPTI}. :

HAWMBURG FEARFUL KLOSS IS TRYING TO SELL STORY TO PRESS.

HE HAS LOST JOB AND SUFFERED FINANCIAL LO?S IN ESCAPE ATTEMPT.

. HAMBURG POLICE INFORMED COWGEN ON JAN 2¢ LOCAL PRESS REQUESTED

~ PERMISSION TO PRINT STORY. POLICE AT OUR REOURST ATTF’NPTING TO
DISCOURAGF_PUBLICATION« THUS FAR SUCCESSFULs

 GP~3. BAILEY y '

ACTION TAKEN:

FOme F50i W

22184 : A Qigssilication
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FORM FS502

10/2 /e . INCOMING MESSICN BERLIN FILE ROOM COPY

—-v

“PR ; 2R ITY : Classijieation . Confrok 29y -

FROMS,  BONN | ok Recd: 59 JALUARY 1965
Authority NND 67230 0530 HOURS

NO 3 834 JAN 28, 6PM - By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

ACTION PRIORITY DEPT 2625 INFO FRIORITY BERLIN
834 FROM BONN JAN 28, & PU

SUBJRCT: JOHN VAN ALTENA
REFs DFPTEL 2128

THERE ARF SEVERAIL SERIOUS DIFFICULTIRS TO APPROACHING
THE FRG AND ASKING THAT IT TAKE OVER PAYMENT OF LAWYER FEES
FOR VAN ALTRNA«

VON WINTERFELD pmq ON OCASSION WORKED FOR FRG IN I'E

PAST BUT Wk DO NOT HAVE THE IMPRESSION THAT HE IS A

REGULAR EMPLOYEE OR THAT HE IS OFFICIALLY REPRESENTING THE
GOVERNMENT IN HIS PRESENT DEALINGS WITH KAUL». IN VIEW OF KAUL'S
BACKGROUND AND STATUS, WE THINK IT UNLIKELZ TTAT THE DRG

WOULD BE WILLING TO PAY HIM A FEE.

TH EMBRSSY MOREOVER, HAS NO IDFA OF HOW THE DAMILY

H LED THF MATTER, OR HOW LARGE THE FEES ARE. WE ARE
NFORMED AS TO HOU THE FAWMILY IN THE FIEST

INSTANCF GOT INTO TOUCH WITH KAUL, AND WHCM IT COMMISSIONED TO

ACT ON. ITS BEHALFe WE HAVE HFARD THAT A FROFESSOR RINCK OF

GOETTINGEN UNIVERSITY WAS INVOLVED, BUT 17 IS UNCLEAR WHETHER

THE FAMILY HIRED KAUL ON HIS ADVICF OR ON THE ADVICE OF

BOTH VON WINTERFELD AND KAUL OR ONLY TO. TRELATTER.,

WE NEED TO LARN FROM THE FAMILZJUST HOW MUCH HAS BEEN

PAID IN FEES, WHAT IS THE BREAKDOWN, AND WHAT IS STILL OWED

OR STILL BFINF DEMANDED o

IT IS CONCEIVABLE THAT THF ZONE, AS IT DID WITH HAMMFRSTFIN

IS NOW IN THF PROCESS OF EXTORTING WHAT IN ESSENCE S A RANSOM
PAYMENT, DISSUISED AS ®FEES®. IF THIS IS THE CASE, IT MAY BE
POSSIBLE TO ARREST THE PROCESS IN VIEW OF QH LIKFLI

HOOD OF A GERMAN RANSOM CONTRIBUTIONe.

THERE IS NOW SOME RREASON TO BELIRME -THAT LIFFERFENCES
ARE EMERGING RETWFEEN THE SENAT AND BONN AFRCPOS THE LAVWYER
FXCHANGE. IF THE EXCHANGE IS DELAYED, THE FRG RANSOUM
PROGRAM WTLL GF"VR THE ONLY HOPE OF OBTAINTNG VAN ALTENA'S

(p iy alse v e
SR A AR T Bey A

Classification .~

=rerEe /A Z S7
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f © PAGE TWO FFEeRFT 294
J

RELEASE, AND WE WCULD BE APPRENENSIVE OF LISTRUBING
WEST GEBHAN UILLINGNESSYTO PAY THE RANSON 3Y AN UNPRRCEDENTED

ADDITIONAL REMUEST THAT THEY ALSO PAY LUYYER FFESa
8N THFE CIKCUVSTANCES, ANYTHING SPRCIFIC THE DEPT CAN LFARN
ABOUT THE FFERS WOULD BE HFLPFUL. THF POSSIBILITY OF AN FRG
RANSONM PAYMENT SHOULD NOT RPT NOT BF MENTIONED TO" THE
EAMILY AT THIS POINT. MNCGHEF

P=3
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TELEGRAM 0505w,

OUTGOING
—SECcRET—
Chmge: Classification Control: 153
&E= Date:

von Winterfeld as we have seen do not contain any allegations
that van Altena engaged in organized conspiratorial activities.
For family to do anything which might suggest such activities
would, in our view, add a new and dangerous dimension to case,
and chances of getting van Altena out would be correspondingly
diminished.

We consider it would be counter productive to approach
Senat with request that it assume legal fees in van Altena
case. We assume that such fees are payable to Winterfeld and
Kaul., It is out of the question that Senat would consider
paying Kaul anything, and they regard Winterfeld only as a
disturbing element in their efforts to bring about lawyers'
exchange, Winterfeld's political connections are on the CDU
side., GovMayor Brandt and other Senat officials have openly
expressed their distaste to us for Winterfeld role in case
and their marked preference for Stange-Vogel channel, which
they have apparently used often in past. Winterfeld has been
trying to insert himself into leading role in lawyers' exchange

negotiations, He has told us in as many words -- and, we

gather, he has now told van Altena family -- that US should
=EcRET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”

OFFICIAL FILE COPY
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TEI E‘ ;RAM Foreign Service of the
United States of America

OUTGOING
SEECRET
Charge: Classification Control: 153
e Date:

order Brandt to entrust him (Winterfeld) with lawyers' ex-
change negotiations. We are quite sure that Senat would not
consider this under any circumstances, and any efforts on our
part to induce them to do so would be counter-productive.
Mission officer discussed van Altena case with Winterfeld
Jan 2T. He told Winterfeld that there were reports that Kaul
had not been authorized to make any offer concerning van
Altena release in connection with lawyers' exchange. Winterfeld
replied that he was sure that Kaul did have such authorization
in early stages of case, but he would not exclude possibility
that situation had changed., Winterfeld was not more specific
than this., Mission officer asked him to find out Kaul's
views on prospects in case. Winterfeld said he would do so

and would thereafter be in touch with Mission again.

GP"'3 .
CALHOUN
AUTH :
EAS :FJMeehan:em
28/1815 JANUARY SEERET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”

OFFICIAL FILE COPY
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By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013
ACTION PRIORITY EZ I 823 RONN 2123 HAMEURG 131
JAN 27=5PM
SUBJECT: OH TENA :
:
'EFERENCE DEPTEL 574 TO SERLIN: 20006 FC EONH.
VAN' ALTENA ¥ LY GUITE UPSET DY FALLUAE-T0 OBTAIN RELEASE
Tiny =Ty - e 7 ATTEs Y .- - — 53 ".g b .y 1
JOHN DESF] T THEY HAVE "x'sv--:TG’\ :3.“ F’L. EFYTHING™ TO PAY VON
WINTERFELD AND KAUL, AND THE? ¥ DICATED INTENTION .TO
"RESORT TO PUBLICITY.™ FAMILY-1 I OSSESSION SENSATIONAL
, ' ' F Ty o IIST YT -aTE AT - . Py e n nre
AND HITHERTO UNPUBLICIZED INFOR I 3N-A "PLOT™ AND
"FRAME~UP®™: IN ORDER BE IN BETTER POSITION TO ALLAY
A A A e < ol S e e i T X
UNWARRANTED FEARS OF FAMILY AWD TO PREVEFT PUEBLICLTY
:
WHICH WOULD, PROBABLY BE COUNTER=PRODUCTIVE TO PRESENT
NEGOTIATIONS FOR R-ALSE VAN HLTENA, NEST REQUESTS ADDRESSEL
x0T w1 RIT ol ANY T A(S BRI AN ATPATT ATNE N (PN s T
| POSTS FURNISH ANV INFORMATION AVAILABLL ON CIRCUMSTAMNCES
g ~ = - g —
JAN A ) A ARREST.
- ® = - - € - v
IN VI £ [GH PELS THR OuCz‘; ‘Mi\'
R Y , W LR
WINTE S) N REQUES FLOR
THAT PA < > LD-BE E
2, SENAT ¥ & \BLE Tl
HOW MUC N ACTUALL
ARRANGE 0 MPTION K
JUSTIFI i TUS A3
ND LINKAGE OF VAN TO NE 30
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DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND 67230
By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

TEI E‘ ;RAM Foreign Service of the
United States of America

OUTGOING y,s, MISSION BERLIN /(_;(,,Jﬂ

FILE ROOM copy

-CONTIDENTIAL
Charge: Classification Control: 115
Date: JAN 22, 1965
ACTION: Amconsul HAMBURG {2 LM
INFO: SecState WASHINGTON 9836
Amembassy BONN &25

EA SUBJ : John van Altena
MIN3
USCOB REF: Hamburg's 10 to Berlin (not sent Dept., Bonn)
POL2
F&R

Mission believes it would be prejudicial to favorable
outcome of current developments in van Altena case if Hamburg
police released their file to press. FYI: Mission has been
exploring various possibilities of ;;;%En%bout van Altena
release. East German authorities are known to be sensitive
to publicity on prisoners' cases under negotiation. Press
stories might reduce Eastern flexibility in dealing with case.
End FYI,

Suggest you ask cooperation of Hamburg police in keeping
story out of press at this time without, however, indicating
that negotiations with East are in progress.

Mission has been led to believe that Werner Kloss, who was
involved with van Altena in escape attempt, intended to sell

story for publication. Believe it desirable that Kloss also

refrain from press stories for reasons given above. Since

-CONFIDENT AL REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

OFFICIAL FILE COPY
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FORM DS-682
8-1-50

TO:
FROM:
SUBJECT:

REF:

DECLASSIFIED

uthori F ;
/;yt;KT/tlzllcN:nD26|\7/|i3ylozo13 i LE ROOM COPY
OPERATIONS MEMORANDUM
US Mission Berlin Date: January 20, 1965
Amconsul HAMBURG

WELFARE-WHEREABOUTS: © John van ALTENA

Contel L to Berlin, Octe 15, 196kL; Berlintel 5, Octe. 16, 196L; Berlintel 7,
Octe 21, 1964, Contel 10 to Berlin, January 21, 1965

l‘ The Hamburg police have been requested by representatives of the
press to release the story of John van Altena. The police have refused
to do so without the permission of this Consulate Generals Since the
classified correspondence relating to Mr. van Altena was initiated by
Berlin, this office would appreciate advice regarding its present status.
The press told the police that the story was broadcast by AFN in October,
If the Mission has no objection to the release of the Hamburg police
record of this story to the press, please advise this office as soon as
possibles

Bl

Further, this office has received numerous letters, employment
cords, and bills for Mr. van Altena which were forwarded to us by
s former employers at Lufthansae These are enclosed with this QM,

- {
S Feo 2, 1965
__Enclosures: FoRUARD o 70
As Stated. EMmerT L. Fors, IR,
_‘_ 6fFree ofF  CEx man A fp= iR s
,;»1 Pepr. oF Srare ny,rh JJ- ‘/"

CONS': :GHHaselton/jk

L GROUP 3 J

Downgraded at l2-year intervals,
not automatically declassified,
—GCONFIDENTTAL—

ﬁ U. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE: 1961 J-578331
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AOTTEN:, oD CONTITH P NPT 4 | HLE ROOM COPY
BAS 3 Authority NND 67230 AERERATRIINEN ;4 e .

o

By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 “iasgificatien Sorir) Wil

T FC: Rosd

VIN 3 FROM: HAMBURG . -"‘“C"kJanuary 21, 1965

USCOB - . . : 1800 HOURS

3% 2 NO3, 18 =~ JANUARY 21 = 4PW /¢£) . :

P&k \
~ - g oL -2 G

.SUBJ:  JOHN VAN ALTEMA
REF: BERLINTEL 5, OCT. 16, 1964
ADVISE URGENTLY WHETHER MISSION HAS ANY OBJECTION TO HAMBURG

POLICE PROPOSAL, PROMFTED EY PRESS REQUEST, TO RELEASE
THEIR POLICE RECORDS ON SUBJECT TO PRESS. OM FOLLOUWS.,

GP =4

BAILEY

| ACTIONW TAKEN
= REQUIRED 4 ()
: DATE == - -
1|MW§QL~>'

192/taf

; ; -
FORN £2-501 ' I : RESTODICTCSE Rs TS COFY B
22188 ' , C‘Z:xs:s_rwa.!ws  PROHSIIED (LRSS “UMLASSIRED"
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Foreign Service of the

LA BT £% | g o 4V T ’J.Qaaii:eﬁL ' E@ﬁ grice -
INCCMIN UeSe MISSION BIRLIN H s
UW:WM-WW ATUCTRNSRISSRNL TS . DIy - XX IWT\E6rD
Authority NND 67230 s enEa JL - y :
By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 - < b ) ;
el Classification Contyrol: 157
EAS-3 \ Recd: 19 JAN. 1985
INFO: PT130 Aols
MIN=3 . . St
USCOB  FROM s DEPARTMENT " ¥
POL=2 R i , : 1
F&R NOs 574 = 18 JANUARY 1965, 530 Palie ' 5
ACTION BERLIN 574 BONN 2816
REFs FEWBTEL 912 P
» ; \_-,,'
SUBJECTs JOHN VAN ALTENA =
DFEPT CONCURS IN MISSION ADHERENCE TO GREIERAL LINF DEVELOPED
WITH STANGE AND VOGELe
CP=3
~ RUSK
r
SECRET
Fomy FRs0 4 i ' LN N REPRIDYCTION MOM TIHS COPY IS
22158 Classification PROVIBED URIESS “URCLASSFD”
T \ )
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DECLASSIFIED
Authority NND 67230

TELEGRAM oimsoic e
United States of America

10/2

OUTGOING US MISSION, BERLIN ZC_ ;‘9

DIST:
EASe3
MINe3
POL~2
USCOB
FéRs—"

013 /wdk

SBERBE— FILE ROOM COPY
Charge: Classification Control: 013

Date: 5 January 1965

ACTION: SecState WASH PRIORITY &58 845 hours

: NN 49 5 =L
Ll Astaybeshy 20 —_this donu7.nf censists of _______ page

SUBJECT: John van Altena Numker £ _ aof /0 capies, Series . /1.
REF: Berlintel 854 to Dept, Tild to Bonn

SAN
Von Winterfeld telephoned Mission afternoon Bes 5 with

information that van Altena trial was completed 21 5 and
segtence is due iﬁ:ﬂ’r. Trial took place in Neubrandenburg,

not East Berlin. Winterfeld did not know why. (We would

guess that it is possibly easier for regime to rumn rigged

trial in provincial city, as was done in Hammerstein case.)
Prosecution asked for eight year sentence on charge of "organized
enticement to defection in an aggravated form through use of a
weapon," According Winterfeld, Kaul made plea to change

charge to "assistance in offense against pass law." Conviction
on latter charge would carry much lighter sentence, probably

of order of two years, Winterfeld said he will call Mission

TAN
P T as soon as he hears from Kaul following sentence, Winter-

TAN
feld plans to meet with Kaul M 8, and said he would report
to Mission by telephone after meeting.
Mission officer told Winterfeld in explicit terms that

van Altena release was firm Allied condition for lifting of

—SECRET- REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS "UNCLASSIFIED"

OFFICIAL FILE COPY
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Authority NND 67230 : : : el
By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 '

‘R X@‘ ‘% Foreign Service of the! |
- 8y "\. fA _s.‘;ég":ld:f\. LR, E&’;i v&ﬁé m :
OPY

|‘ | A o

Bk it 8 N 23 I ?é ' ica"

8/2 INGOMING  y,s, MISSION EERLIN F 6 qﬁzm_.___ i
ACTION: SECREET & 734 25
FAS=D Giassification Control: 0i3 igh _
INFO: ARAT .
MIN_:_B Jilﬁ PO\MG -
ﬁﬂi FROM: . DBONN |

NO3 737 = _5 JANUARY. 1565, 8300 Polls

'ACTION PRIORITY DEPT 2479 INFC BERLIN 737
'SUBJs VAN ALTENA s ©

REF$ BERLIN®S 852 TO DEPT.

AFTER COORDINATING BY TELEPHONE WITH ORRLIN, AND INFORMING
BRITISH ANE FRENCH EMBASSIES OF QUR INTENTIONS, UE. YESTERDAY
DISCUSSED THE VAN ALTENA CASE WiTH RUETE, DEPUTY DIRECTOR OF
POLITICAL DEPT Ii IN FONOFF. FUBOFFS PCINTED OUT THAT, AT KAUL®S
INSTIGATION, A CONNECTION HAD BEEN ESTABLISHED BETUEEN THE ‘
LAWYERS * RXCHANGE AND THE RELFEASE OF VAN ALTENA. THE EAST

GERMAN DECISION TO BRING VAN ALTENA TCO TRIAL ON JAN 5 RAISED

THE POSSIBLITY THAT THiIS LINKAGE WAS DFING IGNTRED. - IT WIGHT
INDICATE THAT THE GDR CONSIDFRED IT COULD POCKET THE LAVYER
FXCHANGE, RVEN IF VAN ALTENA RFECEIVED A HFAUY SENTENCE.

YE SAID THAT THE DEPT IS DISTURBFED AT THE POSSIBLE DiS<
APPEARANCE OF THIS LINKAGE. IF VAN ALTENA.WERE GIVFN A SFEVERE
SENTENCE, THE US WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TG SUPPORT THFE LAWYER
£§5E§NGE’ AND SPECIFICALLY ANY READMISSION OF KAUL TO VEST

B- NO

RUETE NOTED THIS., AND EXPRESSED HOPE THAT THE LAUYER EXCHANGE
COULD STILL AFFTRD LEVERAGE TO GET VAU ALTRNA OUT. HE THOUGHT

IT LIKELY THAT TMIS COULD BF. ACHIRVED KUVEN AFTER A SENTENCING,
WHICH IN HIS OPINION THE GDR MIGHT PUSH THROUGH AS A REMINDER

OF ITS “SOYFREIGNTY®. HE SAID THAT TO THFE EXTENT POSSIBLE THE

. FONOBF WOULD SUPPORT USE OF THE LAWYERS® EXCHANGE FOR RELEASE

FORN FS307

OF VAN ALTENA IN STATF SKCRETARY COMMITTEE DISCUSSIONS IN BONN.

WE TOLD MIM THAT UE WERE SIMULTANEOUSLY INFORMING THE SENATE,
WHICK WAS MAINTAINING THE PRIMARY CONTACT WITH FAST GERMANS
ON THE MATTER. "’ |

IN RESPONSE TO HIS OURSTION, UE SAID "THAT UF HAD APPROACHED
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Authority NND 67230

“ By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013
TELEGRAM i
United States of America

10/2

FILE ROOM CORY—

DIST:

EAS-3
MIN-3
USCOB
ASAG
I0/U
F&R

006 /wdk

OUTGOING ys mIssioN, BERLIN

SRERET {///? ¢ ‘97

Charge: ClﬂSSiffcatl‘Oﬂ Control:ooé

Date: ) ganuary 1965
1745 Hours

This document consists of © pages

SUBJECT: John van AltenalNgm! /! ot JO copies, Series

ACTION: ©SecBtate WASH PRIORITY 854

INFO: Amembassy BONN_ 7.4

REF: Berlintel 852 to Dept, T4l to Bonn

Mission officer saw Senatsrat Korber Jan 4 -- Korber will
be negotiating on lawyers' exchange deal with East -- to make
clear that in Allied view van Altena release was cdndition for
lifting ban on Kaul's entry into West Berlin., (We received
specifie British and French confirmation of this point earlier
in day.) Korber expressed understanding of US views on case,
and did not in any way demur to establishment of close link
between two aspects. Mission officer said that Korber could
in his negotiations with East refer to fact that Allied condition
for lifting ban on Kaul had already been conveyed through von
Winterfeld channel, Latter has already been made aware of fact
of link in US view, and Mission officer will reinforce this
point when, as is planned, he hears from Winterfeld on conclusion
van Altena trial Jan 5. We feel, in short, that there is no
doubt left on matter on any side here.

Korber said East has not replied to his communication

—SFERET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”
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DECLASSIFIED 0Cenq

Authority NND 67230
By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013

TEI E‘ ;RAM Foreign Service of the
United States of America

FILE ROOM CO)i’!
15/1 OUTGOING U.S. MISSION BERLIN Copy Nmﬂber:
EAS-3 SECRET 21. 2’9
USCOB Cl — .
MIN-3 Charge: assification Control: o0l
POL=2 Dettar "
ECON  ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 852 PRIORITY ate: 2 Jang ‘9@/
Usis 2:00 P.M,

psic INFO:  AmBmbassy BONN 741 ROUTINE
I0/U  SUBJECT: John van Altena

CONS
FaR REF: Deptel 1873 to Bonn, 530 to Berlin

We believe Senat is fully aware of connection we make between lawyers'
deal and van Altena release, and themselves attach importance to link in
sense they are anxious to realize deal, which is one of Brandt's "small
steps." It should at same time be borne in mind that balance of advantage
in realization of lawyers' deal is generally thought to be on Western
side. East 1s primarily interested in deal as means of cracking ban on
Kaul's entry to West Berlin. Apart from this aspect, Eastern interest
probably less than Senat's. Other Eastern lawyerse~Vogel, for examplew==
are already licensed to practice in West Berlin and can do so at any time
if permitted by GDR regime. Thus, lifting ban on Kaul is chief leverage
available to Senat to bring about deal (and to us in bringing about
van Altena's release through lawyers' deal). It is difficult to say how
much East interested at present time in cracking ban on Kaul. Kaul him-
self has of course been active in éuggesting to von Winterfeld that
Eastern interest is high, but there is possibility that he has been
exaggerating official Eastern interest for his own private purposes.
(Vogel has suggested that this may be case.) Clarification this point
will presumably only emerge from discussions between Senat and East German
representatives on lawyers' deal due early this month.

We intend to pursue matter actively Monday, January 4, with British
and French, Senat, and von Winterfeld in order to make clear our interest
in obtaining van Altena release in connection lawyers' deal.
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ACTION PRICRITY EERLIN 530 BONN 1873
SUBJECT: JOHN VAN ALTENA

AFTER REVILWING CONSIDERATIONS RAISED BY EMBASSY IN CONNECTION
"WITH PROPOSAL TO SUGGEST IMPLICIT CONNECTION BETWEEN

SYNTHETIC FIBER PLANT NEGOTIATIONS AND RELEASE VAN ALTENA,
DEPT AGREES THIS APPROACH SHOULD NOT:RPT NOT BE MADE.

PROPOSAL WAS SUGGESTED IN ORDER LEAVE NC AVENUE "UNEXFLORED

IN OUR' EFFORTSTO SECURE VAN ALTENA RELEASE. \

WITH RESPECT TO EMBASSY STATEMENT THAT US INTEREST IN VAN
ALTENA QTE HAS NOT BEEN PARTICULARLY TAKEIN INTO CONSIBERATION
IN SENAT AND WEST GERMAN DELIBERATIONS CN THE MATTER OF LAWYER
EXCHANGE UNQTE, DEPT BELIEVES WE SHOULD MAKE OUR POSITION QUITE
CLEAR WITH WEST GERMANS. THUs EMBASSY AMD MISSION SHOULD' 7
CONSIDER SOONEST FEASIBILITY INFORMING WZIST GERMANS THAT WE :

ARE DISTURBED AT THEIR APPARENT FAILURE TO ATTAGH SUFFICIENT
IMPORTANCE TO LINK BETWEEN LAWYERS EXCHANGE AND VAN .ALTENA®S
RELEASE , AND THAT WE WOULD FIND IT DIFFICULT TO SUPPORT

LAUYERS * EXCHANGE. ~~ PARTICULARLY ANY INCLUSION OF KAUL IN 3
EXCHANGE ~- AT A TIME WHEN VAN ALTENA HAD BEEN SENTENCED TO LONG
PRISON TERM. WE HOPE WEST GERMANS WILL RESPOND BY PRESSURING
EAST GERMANS THROUGH VON WINTERFELD. IT IS ESPECIALLY IMPORTANT
NOW THAT VAN ALTENA TRIAL IMMINENT THAT LEVERAGE AFFORDED

BY MUTUAL EAST-WEST DESIRE LAWYER EXCHANGE NOT BE LOST.
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United States of Amejica .
1./3 OUTGOING US MISSION, BERLIN oonv ynmeo /
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MINe3 arge: assification Control: /
e ntrol: 138 ,/;" ZJ?
USIS Date: 31 Decs 1964

ASAG .
To/y ACTION: SecState WASH gy PRIORITY 5300 PoM,

INFO: Amembassy BONN 739
SUBJECT: John wvan Altena
REF: A.) Deptel 1861 to Bonn, 527 to Berlin
B.) Bonn tel 2458 to Dept, 72T to Berlin

Mission fully appreciates and shares Dept's concern in van
Altena case as conveyed ref A,

Following telecon with Emb Bonn, Mission protocol officer
(Meehan) broached van Altena with Sov Emb East Berlin official
Rayevich who called at Mission Dec 31 to convey New Year's
greetings on behalf of Panin, Without going into circumstances
of van Altena's arrest, Meehan said we understood he was about
to be brought to trial, and asked Sovs, on behalf of American
ChargJ in Bonn, to use good offices to bring about his release.
Meehan stressed concern felt by US over case, and requested that
Abrasimov (who reappeared publicly in East Berlin Dec 29) be
informed. Rayevich promised to do so. He made no comment on
matter,

We are not sanguine that approach to Sovs will do any posi-
tive good, although it is Just conceivable that they might be
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interested in interceding with East Germans in some fashion as
favor to us. In any case, we do not believe that approach to
Sovs at this stage will do any harm, and it satisfies principle
of exploring every avenue,

In the light of our experiences with GDR handling of earlier
prisoner cases, suggestions contained in numbered para one ref A
seem to us of somewhat doubtful utility. Embassy Bonn has already
expressed certain reservations (ref B) on fiber plant aspect which
seem cogent to us. We would confine ourselves to additional
observation that if explicit connection between van Altena and
fiber plant deal were not rpt not made, East Germans would hardly
be impressed by mere reference to fact US government is under
pressure, Such pressure stems from FRG government, and East
German regime is never disturbed by anything which produces
strains in Washington-Bonn relations.

As to question of éDR image, regime has not to our knowledge
shown any concern in past on this issue in relation to prisoner
cases., Nor has regime shown any regard for US (or other) prisoners

on account of youth, Dept will recall that Robert Mann was at
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PAGE TWO BONN®S 727 CONTROL: 334

IF OUR CONNECTION OF THE TWO MATTERS RLESULTS IN A GDR RELEASE OF
VAN, ALTENA, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR UUS TO "DELIVER®™ THE LICENSE.
THIS IN TURN WOULD PROBABLY BECOME KNOUN, AND LEAD TO CHARGES

OF A "DEAL". THE EMBASSY CONSIDERS THAT WE COULD HANDLE GOVT
COMPLAINTS ON THIS SCORE, BY INFORMING THEM THAT US INTERESTS
REQUIRED THE MCVE AFTER OTHER RECOURSE HAD FAILED. PRESS AND
PUBLIC REACTION, HOWEVER, COULD BECOME SHARPLY CRITICAL

I¥ THE LITWIN LICENSING MATTER IS TOO COYPLICATED TO USE, PERHAPS
THERE ARE OTHER LICENSES, OR ADDITIONAL WHEAT ORDERS, WHICH COULD BE
USED FOR THE PURPOSE. IN THE WHOLE MATTER, WE CANNOT ESCAPE THE
FEELING THAT THE LITWIN PROJECT HAS ALREADY BROUGHT US INTO SO
MUCH HOT WATER IN THE FRG THAT WE RUN THE RISK OF INCREASING

THE DIFFICULTIES ON THIS SCORE IF WE INTERJECT IT INTO THE VAN
ALTENA CASE. IF IT PUTS Us INTO THE POSITION OF HAVING TO FISH

OR CUT BAIT, WE WOULD HAVE CREATED BIGGER PROBLEMS THAN WE

ARE ALREADY CONFRONTED WITHs

AS TO WORDING, IT SEEMS TO US PREFERABLE SIMPLY TO STATE THAT THE
ACTION WOULD BE HIGHLY UNPOPULAR WITH THE US PUBLIC, RATHER THAN TO
TALK ABOUT A "GDR® IMAGE SUGGESTING THAT A FAVORABLE PICTURE

EXISTS WHICH GOULD BE DAMAGED.

WE SEE NO OBJECTIONS TO AN APPROACH TO PANINe. BALANCING OFF THE
TWO CONSIDERATIONS, THAT IT MIGHT REDUCE EAST GERMAN FLEXIBILITY
(WHICH Is ONLY A POSSIBILITY), AGAINST THE FACT THAT THE USG
.WILL BE OBLIGED TO RESORT TO FURTHER MZASURE IN EVENT OF A LONG
SENTENCE BEING GIVEN, WE THINK THE LATTER IS OVERRIDINGe. THE
CHARGE HAS ACCORDINGLY, AT USBER®S SUGGESTION, AUTHORIZED AN
APPROACH IN HIS NAME AT A MEETING WITH A SOVIET EMBASSY REP-
RESENTATIVE SCHEDULED FOR TODAY ON ANOTHER MATTER.

WE HAVE LITTLE OR NO LEVERAGE IN SUCH MATTERSy; AND EXPECTATIONS
OF GAINING SOME IN THIS CASE THROUGH EAST=WEST GERMAN DEALINGS
HAVE BEEN SUCCESSIVELY DISAPPOINTEDe. IT IS OUR JUDGMENT THAT THE
US INTEREST HAS BEEN CYNICALLY MANIPULATED BY KAUL, AND HAS NOT
BEEN PARTICULARLY TAKEN INTO CONSIDERATION IN SENAT AND WEST
GERMAN DELIBERATIONS ON THE MATTER OF LAWYER EXCHANGE. PENDING
THE OUTCOME OF THE VAN ALTENA CASE, WE SHOULD CONSIDER HOW VE
CAN BEST REGISTER OUR SENTIMENTS ON THISWITH THE WEST GERMANS.

GP=3  HILLENBRAND
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cons VO3 527 =~ 30 DECEMBER 1964, 630€ P.M.

ACTION BIMMEDIATE BERLIN 527 BONN i861
BERLINTEL 840, INFO BONN 725
SUBJECT: .JOHN VAN ALTENA

IT NOW APPEARS THAT DESPITE CONVINCING SERIOUSNESS SENAT
DETERMINATION TO PRQCEED WITH LAWYER EXCHANGE AND LETTER THIS
EFFECT TO. KAULy, GDR FULLY INTENDS BRING VAN ALTENS TO TRIAL
JAN 5. SHOULD VAN ALTENA BE SENTENCED TO LENGTHY PERIOD IMPRISONEMENT
(AS APPEARS VERY LIKELY) SERIOUS PUBLIC RELATIONS REACTION
CAN BE EXPECTED HERE US« WHILE DEPARTMENT FULLY APPRECIATES' ALL
’ EFFORTS THUS FAR MADE BY MISciON IN THIS REGARD, IT SUGGESTS
x FOLLOWING COURSES ACTION FOR URGENT CONSIDERATION OF MISSION:

1.MAKE KNOW TO KAUL THROUGH VON WINTERFELD THAT EAST GERMAN
~IMAGE WITH AMERICAN PUBLIC WILL SUFFER GREATLY AS RESULT TRiAL
"~ AND IMPRISONMENT QTE AMERICAN HARDLY OLD EMNOUGHT TO KNOW WHAT
HE WAS DOING UNQTE.

POINT QUT TO VON WINTERFELD THAT TRIAL SCHEDULED JUST AT TIME
WHEN US GOVT UNDER CONSIDERABLE PRESSURE DUE TO US APPROVAL LICENSE
PERMITTING RE-EXPORT OF TECHNICAL DATA IN CONNECTION WITH CONSTRUCTIGNV

OF SYNTHETIC E’EEE_ELﬂNI IN EAST GERMANYe 1IC EXPLICIT CONNECTION
SHOULD

2. ALTHOUGH MISSION APPROACH THROUGH PENIN HITHERTO REGARDED. AS
COMPLICATING FACTOR IN NEGOTIATIONS RELEASE VAN ALTENA,
' APPROAC' THIS CHANNEL MAY NOW APPEAR DESIFABLE. GP-3 RUSK
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USCORB Cha‘rge: Classifr'catr’on Contl'Ol: 126
MIN-3
i Date: 29 pec. 1964

ASAG 29
10/u ACTION: SecState WASH gu9 6:00 P.M.

Usis
CONS INFO: Amembassy BONN 729
F&R

SUBJECT: John van Altena
T A Sl

REF: Berlintel 833 to Dept, 723 to Bonn

Von Winterfeld informed Mission Dec 29 that he conveyed
Senat-authorized message to Kaul on lawyers' deal Dec 23,
Kaul has replied that message is "completely worthless" on
account of lack of binding commitment on deal, He confirmed that
trial set for Jan 5 and that he will conduct defense, Winterfeld
expects to talk with Kaul after trial (Kaul is due in Frankfurt/
Main for Auschwitz trial Jan 6).

Comment. Message as authorized by Senat was to effect that
(1) there is reason to believe that lawyers' deal will be realized
in January, and (2) all preparatory internal work on Western side
has been successfully completed. Language of message hardly seems
justify Kaul evaluation that it was worthless because not binding.
Senat has in any case been in touch with East Berlin attorney
Vogel since it got green light for lawyers' deal from Bonn, and
East authorities must therefore be aware through this channel of

seriousness of Senat's intention to proceed with deal. Possibly
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preparations for van Altena trial had proceeded too far to be
stopped by time Kaul got message., Possibly also he has not
in fact as much control of van Altena as he led Winterfeld to
believe.

In practical terms, we now face trial Jan 5 and, also in
early January, discussions between Senat and East German repre-
sentatives on implementation of lawyers' deal., Will obviously
be important to ensure that van Altena release is directly
related to final Western agreement to proceed with deal,

When I saw Gov Mayor today on other matters I summarized
main developments reported above, which are also being conveyed
to Spangenberg by Winterfeld. Brandt said he would talk to
Spangenberg about matter and we will follow up with latter.
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USCOB ACTION BRERLIN 45¢ BONW 1746
AAG L
10/U ~ REF: BERLINTEL 747,EMBTEL 2143

+ F&R

)

SUBJ§ JOHN VAN ALTENA

DEPT INCRFASINGLY CONCERWED APPARFNT LACK PROGRESS FAST=WEST
BRRLIN LAWYER FEXCHANGE PROPOSAL UPON WHICH RELEASE VAN ALTENA
UNDFRSTOOD TO HINGE. TO SOWF FXTEN DIFFICULTY SEEMS TO ARISE
FROM LACK COMMUNICATION BRTUEEN WORKING LEVELS OF SENAT AND OF
ATTOMGERMAN AFFAIR= MINISTRY. DOES EMBAZDE BELIEVE LOG-JAlM COULD
BEBROKEN FEITHER BY APPROACHRS TO GERMAN EMBASSY HERE OR BY HIGH=
LEVEL REPRESEMTATION® IN BONN? - :

MISSION KEQUESTED FURNISH LATEET INFORMATION ON STATUS VAN
ALTFNA WITH PARTICULAR REGARD TO CONSIDFERATIONS MENTIONED
« LAST PART BERLINTEL T47.
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5 : WASHINGTON .
E—'—N"‘B ACTION SecState GTO 79l Date: 16 Dee. 1964
e INFO: Amembassy BONN 5% 6:00 P.M.
ig{g REF: Deptel 490, 1746 to Bonn
CONS SUBJ @ John van Altena

Senat official (Spangenberg) informed Mission officer
December 15 that Senat had sent concrete proposal for lawyers'
exchange to Bonn about eight days ago. While Federal authorities
regarded this matter primarily as problem for Senat, Spangenberg
said, Berlin wants FRG Government approval before raising
proposal with East Germans. Spangenberg was hopeful that Senat
would receive green light from Bonn during next few days. He

assured Mission officer that Senat would make van Altena's

release pre-condition for moving ahead with lawyers' exchange.

hnihnnxﬁh-ingnqégg'As for channel to be used to finalize exchange,

Spangenberg said Senat considering various possibilities, in-
cluding International Red Cross or West and East Berlin lawyers,
but would probably decide to use Korber-Wendt channel, Once
lawyers' exchange had been agreed in principle by Korber and

Wendt, lawyers would get together to work out details.
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In discussion with Ambassador and myself on December 16,
Brandt elaborated on above. He explained that, starting from
widely differing views re number of lawyers to be involved,
Federal government and Senat now had compromised on proposal
to designate four lawyers from each side. Re channel, Brandt
expressed strong preference for International Red Cross
representative, However, East Germans had indicated (through
East Berlin lawver Vogel) that this would be unacceptable to
them and that they preferred use of Korber-Wendt channel, Brandt
added that Bonn had now agreed to use of this channel,

I asked Brandt whether it was not now possible == in view
apparent likelihood that Senat and FRG authorities would reach
agreement very shortly on lawyers' exchange fﬁg?ﬁ authorize
von Winterfeld to send 1etter@m@ to Kaul indicating
that exchange approved in principle, It will be recalled (para. 2
Berlintel 747 to Dept., 651 to Bonn) that von Winterfeld informed
Mission that such communication would in itself be sufficient to
bring about van Altena's release, Brandt reacted positively to

1 : committ : i
suggestion, without, however,ygggiggigilummelf finally, pre=-

sumably because he first wished to check with officials
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(principally Spangenberg) working on details of deal, We

up :
intend to follow A7ith Spangenberg on this point{@iﬂ!ﬂiﬂiﬂiih
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MIN 3 : 1830 HOURS
USCOB  NOg 621 = DECEMBER & = 5PM -
POD 2 ‘
%g% ACTION BERLIN 621 INFO DEPT 2143

Fé&R SUBJs JOHN VAN ALTENA
REF$ BERLIN'S 747

IN THE LIGHT OF THE INFO CONTAINED IN THZ REFTELs, WE HAVE
AGAIN APPROACHED THE FONOFF (ONCKEN) RE THE STATUS OF THE LAWYERS
EXCHANGE PROPOSAL. ONCKEN MADE URGENT INAQUIRIES BOTH WITH
THE WINISTRY OF ALL-GERMAN AFFAIRS AND THE BONN SENAT OFFICE
AND HAS NOW INFORMED US AS FOLLOWS:

THE LAWYERS EXCHANGE PROPOSAL IS UNDER ACTIVE

CONSIDERATION IN THE MINISTRY OF ALL-GERYAN AFFAIRS AND OTHER
MINISTRIES CONCERNED. THE FONOFF IS NOT RPT NOT INCLUDED. THE
BONN SENAT OFFICE IS NOT FULLY IN THE PICTURE. (WE TALKED INFORMALLY
YESTERDAY TO SENATSDIREKTOR HARTKOPF WHO SAID THE SENAT WAS STILL
IN THE PROCESS OF SELECTING THE LAWYERS TO BE INCLUDED.) KRAUTWIG IS
IN BERLIN TODAY AND PRESUMABLY WILL BE DISCUSSING THE MATTER
FURTHER THERE. THE AUTHORITIES CONCERNED IN BONN, I.Ee THE ALL-
GERMAN AFFAIRS MINISTRY, CONSIDER THAT CONTACT WITR THE US ON THIS
MATTER SHOULD BE MAINTAiNFD IN BERLIN SINCE THE SENAT REMAINS
PRIMARILY RESPONSIBLE AND SPANGENBFRG IS FULLY INFORMED ON ALL
DEVELOPMENTS .

COMMENT ¢ CASES SUCH AS THIS ARE HANDLED AT THE

STATE SECRETARY LEVEL IN THE MINISTRY OF ALL-GERMAN AFFAIRS
WHEREAS IN THE FONOFF NO ORE OF COMPARABLE RANK IS INVOLVEDe
THIS MAKES LIAISON BETWEEN THE TWO MINISTRIES UNSATISFACTORY.
UNDER THE CIRCUMSTANCES WE BELIEVE SPANGENBERE IS LIKELY TO BE
THE BEST CHANNEL IN THIS CASE.
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EiSw3
MINe3 SecState WASH Date: . .
yscon  ACTION:  KESsNEEXEXEERN——il— Eg%“‘mhfg S 198
POL-2 Amembassy BONN
ECCN INFO: EXXXXXNAANKRR__ 651
USIS
ASAG SUBJECT: John Van Altena
10/U s
F&R REF: Berlintel 721 to Dept, 622 to Bonn

Davis (Bonn) - Meehan (Berlin) Dec 3 Telecon

Mission officer called Berlin Senat Chief of Chancery
Spangenberg Dec 2 to inguire re status of East-West Berlin
lawyers' exchange proposal, Spangenberg said he had discussed
matter with State Secretary Krautwig of All-German Affairs
Ministry Nov 30. Without going into details of his dis'cussion
with Krautwig, Spangenberg indicated that he was hopeful that
decision to proceed with exchange would be forthcoming. He
gave us to understand that issue would be subject to further
high=-level discussion in Bonn. When asked as to timing,
Spangenberg said he hoped that a decision would be reached "in
next week." He said he hoped it would be possible by then to
let East know through lawyers that firm decision had been
reached in principle to proceed with exchange and, on this
basis, bring about Van Altena release., Spangenberg said he
would communicate with Mission as soon as he had anything further

to report.

SECRET
Ol /wak REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS

Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”

OFFICIAL FILE COPY


bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line


-

TEI E‘ ;RAM Foreign Service of the
United States of America

OUTGOING
SECRET-
Charge: Classification Control: 014
pt Date:

Von Winterfeld informed Mission Dec 2 that Kaul told
him Nov 26 that East would release Van Altena if Winterfeld
were authorized to make written statement (1) that West agreed
to lawyers' deal in prineciple, although (2) it was uncertain
when deal would come into force. Winterfeld told Spangenberg
immediately of Kaul Nov 26 offer, which he (Winterfeld) regards
as considerable concession, and Spangenberg said he would
enquire whether Winterfeld could be given such authorization.
Presumably this is issue which now subject further discussion
in Bonn.

Winterfeld told Missipn there are two new factors which
make quick decision desirable, (1) Van Altena has been trans-
ferred to jurisdiction of East Berlin city court. In Winter-
feld view, transfer is grounds for concern that ability of
security authorities to release Van Altena without trial might
lapse, or other difficulties might arise. (2) Kaul has been
hospitalized through mid-December at least. Winterfeld apparently
believes Kaul's hospitalization could have unfortunate effect on
case, presumably because Kaul's influence -- which, according
Winterfeld, is in favor of Van Altena release as part of lawyers'

SECRET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED"

OFFICIAL FILE COPY


bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line




bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line


1L/gk

S e
'P.‘. e |

Foreign emﬂ’
United States of Am; %
FILEROOM COPY

INCOMING

S FL — o L

ACTL N
ILFO
MIN3
UsCeB
POL2
USIS
10
ECOH
ASG
F&R

o
L vl Fad_ i . : Q 80 K sal B 4 o

¢ US MISSION BERLIN
DECLASSIFIED ,

~ copy Nek
Authority NND 67230 ; 'CTION TAKEN: 4'
By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 Ctmrifit:atlou ‘ “*Confrol: 357

er NOV 2%, 1964 |
6PN

8 |

FROU: ¢ BOX!

vo & S7¢ nov 2u, 4P O ACTION

SUBJ: JOHN VAN ALTENA REQUIRED*'
~— DATE ___ 3
REF: BERLIN'S 721 INITIALS

I VIEW OF THE DIFFERIMNG BOUN AND BERLIN VERSIOPS OF UNERE
THE LAYYER EXCHANGE QUESTION STANDS, WE TOOK ADVANTAGE OF A SOCIAL. ,E;
OCCASION LAST NIGHT TO QUESTION SBNAT DIRECTOR HARTKOPF AND .
MEMBERS OF HIS STAFF ON THE MATTER. THEY INSISTED THAT THE DEVELOP= &
MENT OF A LAVYER EXCHANGE PLAN REMAINS THE SENAT'S RESPONSIBILITY.
THERE "HAVE BEEN CONVERSATIONS IN BONN WITII THE ALL GERMAN gL
AFFAIRS MINISTRY TG ENSURE THAT THE SENAT DID NOT GET OUT OF LINE WI“
BOMI, "S THINKING, CNCE A FIMAL PLAN IS FORMULATED, CONCURRENCE
OF THE ALL GERMAMN AFFAIRS MINISTRY WILL BE SOUGHT. THE SENAT, )
HOVEVER, IS PRESENTLY WORKING OUT THE DETAILS. 51

IMRTVOPT’S ASSISTANT INDICATED THAT THE ALL GERMAN '
AFFAIRS MINISTRY HAD MO PRODLEY WITIH THE EXCHANGE CONCEPT AND WAS K
WILLING TO GO ALONG WITH KAUL'S INCLUSION. IN BERLIN THE SENAT E
ITAD GAINED THE IMPRESSION THAT THE ALLIES WOULD LIFT THE BK/O A
ACAIIST KAUL IF THEY WERE REQUESTED, BUT THAT THE US SIDE DID NOT
YISHH TO FORCE A LAUYERS"™ EXCHANGE ARRAN EMENT JUST TO ACHIEVE vy
VAE ALTENA 'S RELEASE, WE SAID THE US WAS MOST ANXIOUS TO FACILITATE o
VAN ALTENA'S RETURN BUT VE DID NOT WISH TO PRESSURE THE SEEAT B
TO TAKE ACTION AGAIIST ITS WILL. ) . <
WE GAIVUED THE IMPRESSION THAT A GOOD BIT OF DISCUSSION IS STILL
GOING ON IN BERLIM AND BETWELN BERLIN AND BONN ON THE IDENTITY OF
LAUYERS TO BE INCLUDED It THE EXCHANGE AND OM CERTAIN LEGAL
PROBLEMS INVOLVED, INCLUDING THE ADMISSIBILITY OF THE LAWYERS
TG THE COURTS NHERE THEY VOULD PRESUMABLY NEED TO PLEAD CASES.
THE SENAT OFFICEIN BONMN DID-NOT SEEM TO KNOW THAT KAUL MHAD
REJECTED THE IDEA OF A TRANSIT ARRANGEMEINT FOR I[IVMSELF ALTHOUGH
IT IS FAMILIAR WITH VOX WINTERFELD'S ROLE. .
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REFERENCE: Berlintel Tll to Dept., 618 to Bonn

I discussed van Altena case in relation to lawyers'
exchange proposal with GovMayor Brandt Nov. 20,

GovMayor expressed sympathy with our desire to bring
about van Altena release. 1In reply to my question as to present

lawyers'

status of Mawp#mMX exchange, he said that discussions were
taking place in Bonn between Senat liaison office there (Hartkopf)
and All-German Affairs Ministry. Brandt said that Ministry wants
to raise number of lawyers on both sides, and also to differentiate
between lawyers who would be available for criminal cases and
others who would handle only economic cases. (Von Winterfeld has
indicated that this is in fact Ministry's position.) Brandt
indicated that he was not in favor of such differentiation but
did not give impression of holding very strong views on matter.

Besides these considerations, Bonn discussions were also concerned

with Kaul, since from East viewpoint he was clearly intended
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to figure in exchange.

Brandt indicated that following discussion at Hartkopf
level, question of exchange would be referred to committee of
state secretaries. He pfomised to try to move matters along,
and instructed Senat chief of chancery Spangenberg to take matter
up with Senator Schuetz Saturday and to get in touch with Mission
hopefully early next week to discuss status of Senat-FRG
consultations, (Brandt will be entire week at Karlsruhe SPD meeting.)

Gov Mayor said he hoped to be able to associate IRC
representative Beckh with any deal involving Kaul's readmission
to West Berlin. IRC recommendation in favor of lawyers'
exchange--which, he said, had been made by Beckh in past =-- would
make it much easier for Senat and West Berlin public to "swallow"
Kaul.

Brandt said he had impression that Allies in Berlin would
agree to lifting of ban on Kaul imxBexiim if Senat so requested, I
confirmed that this was also my impression from informal discussion

with my British and French colleagues:
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ACTION PRIORITY BERLIN 585 INFO DEPT 1592
SUBJECT3 JOHN VON ALTENA
REF: BERLIN®S 7t1 TO DEPT

WF, DISCUSSED YESTERDAY WITH THE FONOFF (ONCKEN) THE FURTHER
DEVELOPMENTS IN THE VON ALTENA CASE, A3 DESCRIBED IN THE REF= =
TELe ONCKEN SAID THAT THE FONOFF HAD STILL RECEIVED NO INFOBMA-
TION ON THIS MATTER FROM GERMAN SOURCES, ALTHOUGH IT HAD REPOR ED-
TO ITS REPRESENTATIVE IN BERLIN THE DISCUSSION AT THE NOV 12 BONN &
L GROUP MEETING (EMBTEL 560 TO BERLIN, 1388 INFO BEPT)s ONCKEN Diﬂ ‘
" NOT DOUBT THAT WINTERFELD HAD HAD CONTACT WITH CERTAIN PEOPLE
IN BONN, BUT SAID THAT IN SUCH CASES IT WAS SOMETIMES ADVANTAGH OUs.

FOR THE FONOFF NOT TO BE INFORMFD.A

ONCKEN UNDERTOOK TO CHMECK WITH THE BONMN REPRESENTATION OF THE
BERLIN SENAT AND HAS NOW INFORMED US THAT THME SENAT OFFICE . AN
IS FULLY AU COURANT. THE SENAT HAS NOT RPT NOT REFERRED THE LAW=-
YER EXCHANGE QUESTION TO BONN BUT IS HANDLING IT AS A SENAT =
MATTER IN BERLIN. THE NUMBER OF LAWYERS IN THE SENAT*S pROPOSAL‘*.

IS FIVE ON EACH SIDE, RATHER THAN FOUR. ACCORDING TO THE SENAT 1‘;f
OFFICE, iT IS NOT YET CERTAIN THAT AN AGREEMENT CAN 3E REACHED
WITH THE EAST CERMANS. AT PRESENT, THE MAIN PROBLFM IS THE SFLEG*
TION OF THE LAWYERS ON EACH SIDE, APPARENTLY THE SENAT HAS HOT - A
YET DECIDED WHETHER TO AGREE TO THE INCLUSION OF KAUL. e

ONCKEN SAID THAT SINGE THE SENAT BATHER THAN THE FRG WAS
"OFFICIALLY®™ HANDLING THE REXCHANGE CUESTIONy HE THOUGHT US-GERHAN*
CONSULTATION SHOULD BE CENTERED IN BERLIN, x ASKED IF WE CDUI”
ASSUME THAT IF THE FRG HAD ANY OBJECTIONS TO A LAWYER EXCHANGE T ;.,
INCLUDE KAUL, THE FONOFF WOULD INFORM THE EMBASSY. ONCKEN SAID 3
BUT RTITFRATED THAT THE YATTER WAS IN THE SENAT 'S nny vgg

AGAIN SAID THAT IN MIS VIEW, FIRST PRIORITY SHOULD 3 ¢i TO A

i 22:-5u . i . = " Classificaiion


bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line


PAGE - 2 -~ S EERET - CONTROL ‘349

- Nt —————
317/15/2/s2 e iu-:r'. S

OBTAINING VON ALTENA'S RELEASE. ALTENA HAD BEEN TRYING TO ASSIST
GERMANS TO ESCAPE FROM EAST GERMAN TYRANNY AND THERTFORE DESERVED
ALL HELP POSSIBLE. '

IN VIEW OF ONCKEN'S COMMENTS, WE BELIFVE THE UAY IS CLRAR TO
REACH AN UNDERSTANDING ON THE CASE DIFECTLY WITH THE SENAT. WE

- MENTS. THEY AGREED THAT SINCE THE SENAT IS DIRECTLY RESPONSIBLE,

ggé;ggT!TE CONSULTATION CAN BEST BE CENTERED IN BERLIN. GP=3.
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REF: A, Berlintel 666 to Dept., 580 to Bonn

B. Bonntel 1888 to Dept., 560 to Berlin
C. Berlintel 709 to Dept., 616 to Bonn

Von Winterfeld informed Mission November 17 that East Germans
would now release van Altena if East=West Berlin lawyers' exchange
were worked out. (Under exchange, small number of East Berlin
lawyers, including Kaul, would be permitted to practice in West
Berlin courts, and vice versa. Scheme has been hanging fire for
over year, presumably because of Senat and FRG reluctance to accept
political odium involved in letting Kaul back into West Berlin.)
According Winterfeld, proposal which he raised (reftel A) for van
Altena release in return partial lifting of ban on Kaul, enabling
latter use Tempelhof, has now been abandoned.

Winterfeld said he discussed prospects for lawyers' exchange
with Senat chief of chancery (Spangenberg) November 17, and feels
that so far as Senat concerned, there are hopes of moving forward
quickly. Winterfeld was not so sure of FRG Government attitude to

exchange. He is in touch with CDU Bundestag deputy Max Guede on
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matter (he and Guede have apparently worked closely on previous East~
West German prisoner deals), and said he (Winterfeld) expects to be
in Berlin at beginning next week for further consultation with

Senat (and Mission).

Mission intends November 19 or 20 to inguire of Senat (at
GovMayor level) regarding their intentions on lawyers' exchange and will
at same time inform local British and French of new basis proposed for
van Altena release and request their views. (We already asked British
and French for their views re partlal lifting of Kaul ban, but have
not so far had reply.)

Embassy may wish consider further discussion with Germans, British,
and French re lawyer exchange (and removing Kaul from list of "undesirable
persons"”), with view to expediting efforts obtain van Altena release.

We gather (reftel B) that FRG favors lawyer exchange, British Embassy
possibly reluctant to rescind ban on Kaul entirely, and French Embassy
non=committals

Mission will brief Alperovitz generally on latest developments

prior his departure November 19 from Berlin (reftel C).
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Mission has briefed Alperovitz fully on status van Altena
case on confidential basis., He has been told (1) of offer
of deal conveyed by von Winterfeld re partial lifting of ban
on Kaul, (2) that initial soundings with Allies and Germans
in Bonn indicate that we may be able to go ahead shortly with
a reply to deal offer, and (3) that Mission is about to
approach British and French here, and Senat. Political
delicacy of Kaul case for Senat, and background of lawyers'
exchange deal between East and West Berlin were also explained.
Alperovitz expressed thanks for briefing, and asked if he
could do anything useful in case, for example, by approach to
Senat or Winterfeld, We dissuaded him from approaching latter,
and said we would be in better position to advise him re
possible 5pproach to Senat after we had ourselves taken initiative
there., We also explained difficulties which would arise in any

efforts on Alperovitz's part to see van Altena in prison,
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Alperovitz seemed satisfied that nothing could usefully be
done on this score,

Alperovitz will be in Berlin until Thursday. Mission will
be in touch with him during this time and will brief him on
status of case prior his departure.

Alperovitz asked that Department pass message to Senator
Nelson's office to effect that he has had thorough consultation
with Mission on case, will be in further touch with Mission
during his stay, for time being believes that no further action
on his part is considered desirable, and will report further on
case to Senator's office when he is in Western Europe,
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F4R

SUBJECT: JOMN VAN ALTENA

REF: DEPARTMENT S 1383 TO BONNj 379‘T0 BERLIN

AT - THE NOVEMBER 12 QUADRIPARTITE MEETING, THE US REPRESENT=

ATIVE PROVIDED THE® UK, FRENCi{, AND FRG REPRESENTATIVES WITH A
BRIEF BACKGROUND OF THE VAN ALTENA = VON WINTERFELD =- KAUL PROBLEM,
AND ASKED FOR THE INFORMAL VIEWS OF OUR ALLIES PRIOR TO OUR
PROCEEDING WITH THESE CASES., SPECIFICALLY, THE US REPRESENT=
ATIVE ASKED WHETHER THE BRITISH AND FRENCH MIGHT BE PREPARED TQ -
AGREE TO RESCIND THE AK ORDER AGAINST KAUL, OR AT LEAST

PERMIT HIM TO TRANSIT WEST BERLIN TO REACH TEMPELHOF

AIRPORTS, ARD WHETHER THE .FRG WOULD HAVE RESERVATIONS ON SUCH
ACTION, THE US REPRESENTATIVE ALSO ENQUIRED AS TO WHETHER THE FRG
REPRESENTATIVE KNEW ANYTHING ABOUT VON WINTERFELD'S BACKGROUND.

DR, ONCKEM OF THE FOREIGN OFFICE INDICATED THAT KE DID NOT XKNOW
VON WINTERFELD PERSONALLY, BUT THAT GENERALLY HE HAD A REPUT=-
ATION AS A RELIABLE GO-BE%WEEN UITH THE COMMUNISTS, AND THAT HE
{IAD SUCCEEDED IN GETTING SEVERAL PEOPLEZ QUT OF EAST GERMANY.
ONCKEN THEN OFFERED WHAT HE CALLED “HIS PERSOMAL OPIMION AS A
PLAIN GERMAN CITIZEN®™ OF THE ENTIRE CASE. HE INDICATED THAT THE .
FIRST PRIORITY IN ALL SUCH CASES WAS TO GET THE CAPTIVE OUT OF
COMMUNIST HANDS, VAN ALTENA'S RELEASE SHOULD HAVE

- FIRST PRIORITY. ONCKEN THEN SAID HE HOPED THAT IT MIGHT BE POSSIBLQ
TO RESCIRD Tl ST KAUL WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF
RE-OPEN ] u_az_l.e.w_;___ﬁ‘; WYERS T5SUE., EVEN IF THIS .
WERE NOT POSSIBLE ONCKEN INDICATED HE WOULD ILL FAVOR GIVING
KAUL PERMISSION TO TRANSIT BERLIN AND TRAVEL TO FRANKFURT
TO ATTEND THE AUSCHWITZ TRIALS. ,INDEED, THE AUSCHUWITZ FEATURE OF
THE CASE SHOULD BE EMPHASIZED. TO MIBIMIZE THE BLACKMAIL ASPECT.

TIE UK REPRESENTATIVE ASSOCIATED HIMSELF WITH DR. OMCKEN'S
PRESENTATION, HE SUGGESTED THAT HIS GOVERMMENT WOULD PROBABLY
PREFER TO RESCIND THE ORDER ON KAUL_ONLY IN CONNECTION WITH
HIS ATTENDANCE AT THE AUSCHWITZ TRIAL IN FRANKFURT. THE
FRENCH REPRESENTATIVE WAS NON=-COMMITAL, BUT DID NOT OPPOSE

236/taf THE VIEWS EXPRESSED BY THE FRG, UK OR US REPRESENTATIVES.
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COMMENTE AND R&CON%ERUQlIOES.

THE FOREGOING SEEﬂS 70 CLEAh THE VAY FCit PROCEEDING ALONG THE
LINES OF THE DEPT®S SUGGESTED COURSE OF ACTION (REFTEL)s THIS

WILL INVOLVE SEVERAL SEPARATE STEPS, THI DIRECTION OF WHICH SHOULD

BE LEFT TO USBER.

CONCLSSZOU 10 L”TTI\" ktLl T”huSIT TO; Tuyn :
0 MERIT IN ONCKEN'®S "10 SUCGEuTIONSt

IMPUTATION OF BLACKMAIL BY F

TERMS OF FACILITATING HIS T

SAID “WE WILL FACILITATE HIS TPAV?L SC LONE AS HIS PUﬁPOS? IS

10 HELY PRO*&CUAE SCGUNFQEL‘ WHO ARE WORSE THAN HE IS®) AND,
TO K? HE S0 THAT A TOTAL LIFTING
LLIER%GE FOR A LAWYER EXCHANGE.

AN OFFER OF TRANSIT PRIVILECES LIMITED TC THE PERIOD OF THE
AUSCHWITZ TRIAL MEGHT NOT BE SUFFICIENT TO OBTAIN VON ALTENA®S
RELEASE. IT MIGHT THEREFORE BE PREFERABLE TO AVCID A SPECIFIC
TIME LIMIT BUT AT THE SAME TIME MAKE THE RELATIONSHIP

BETWEEN THE TRANSIT PRIVILEGE AND THE AUSCHWITZ ATTENDANCE

EXPLICIT, BOTH ég THE TAFK& TO_KAUL AND IN WHATEVER GRDERS ARE
155 THIS WOULD PROVIDE & BASIS FOR LATER .

ACTION EITHER IF KAUL ABUSES THE PRIVILEGE AND WE WISH TO CORRECT

Hi¥M, OR IF WE OR THE SENAT WISH TO BROADEN THE PRIVILEGE AS
g gAggﬁég{gG POINT, IN CONNECTION WITH AN EXCHANCE OF LAUYERS,
0 o

WE BELIEVE FURTHER ACTION ON THE CASE, WITH APPROPRIATE
CONSULTATIONS AMONG THE ALLIES AND SENAT CAN NOW SHIFT BACK
TO BERLIN. WE DO NOT EXPECT ANY FURTHER CLEARANCE TROUBLES
FROM THE FRG OR THE BRITISH, AND HOPE THAT THEY WILL

NOT ARISE WiITH THE FRENCH. IF THEY DO, WE SHALL HANDLE
THEM HERE AS QUICKLY AS POSSIBLE.
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ASG ACTION PRIORITY RONK 1383 INFO PRIORITY DERLIN 379, FOVEMBER
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BERLIL 'S 666, INFO BONK 58¢
SUBJECT: JO!N VAN ALTELA
—— e

DEPT 1S DCUBTFUL AS TO WUETHER, GIVEF PUELIC RELATIONS ASPECTS,
SENAT OR FRG UILL WAMT TO TAKE INITIATIVE O KAUL, ESPECIALLY
“NEt STRICTLY US INTEREST IS IVVOLVED, EVEL IF THEY DC SO,
I¥ CONTEXT VAN ALTENA CASE, US INITIATIVE ©1

: L BE APPARENT.

IN LIGNT OF HUMANITARIAL ASPECT DEPT BELIEVES US SHOULD TAKE
ICITIATIVE Ob LIFTING DAY Of KAUL TO PERMIT TRAVEL THROUGH
GS SECTOR TO AND FROM TEWPELHOF RATHER THAY LEAVE IT TO =
GERMANS, FURTHER, BNILE LEGAL FROCEDURES SAME, ULTIMATE
EFFECT OF ¥AUL TRAVSITING WEST BERLIN BASICALLY. DIFFERENT FRON
ULRESTRICTED ENTRY. SUCH RESTRICTED EETRY NEED ROT AFFECT
EAST-UEST BERLIN LAWYER EXCUHAUGE PROPCSAL.

THERE ARE MNUMBER OF RECENT CASES WHERE FEDREP HAS ACCEPTED.
" UEPALATARLE COMDYTIONS TO OBTAIL RELEASE OF PRISONERS IM EAST
AND PUBLIC MAS GENERALLY BEEN SYNFATUETIC TO THESE EFFORTS.

it LIGUT AﬁOVE YE THINK EMDASSY SHOULD CONSIDER DESIRABILITY
RAISING KAUL QUID PRC QUO O URGENT DASIS BCTH WITH ALLIES
AND GERMAYS. . < ;
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FROM:  DEPARTMENT Recd: November 11, 196k
5 _ . 1200 HOURS
03 ' 371 = NOVEMBER 9 - SPH :
ACTION BERLIN 371 INFO FRANKFURT 55¢ BONN 1351
DEPTEL ' 36¢
FORD-HEEIAN TELCON, NOVEWBER 9
SUBJ: JOHN VAN ALTENA '
SENATOR KELSON'S OFFICE REPORTS CAR ALPEROVITZ ALREADY IN |
 FRANKFURT AND DOES NOT KNOW WHETHER UE WISHES SEE WINTERFELD,
MISSION MAY BE ABLE TO ESTABLISH TNIS FACT BY TELEPHONING
CONGEN FRANKFURT.

< ALPEROVITZ SCHEDULED ARRIVE BERLIN PAA 668 NOVEMBER 15 AT
- 1825,
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F&R

SUBJ : John van Altena
REF: A) Deptel 1296 to Bonn, 358 to Berlin
B) Ford (GER) - Meehan (USBER) Telecon of Nov 9

Von Winterfeld called at Mission Nov 10. He said that
question of authorization from US Govt was no longer an issue,
He did not respond to suggestion made to him previously
(in accordance ref A) that US authorities might inform FRG Govt
that we had no objection to his arranging legal protection for
van Altena. Question of authorization or some form of state=
ment to FRG may therefore be considered closed for present.

Winterfeld said he had talked with East (presumably Kaul)
over weekend, He could say that van Altena would be released
immediately if ban on Kaul's entry to West Berlin were lifted.
Winterfeld added that van Altena would be released even if ban
on Kaul only partially lifted, in sense he woﬁld be permitted
to travel through US Sector to and from Tempelhof., Clarifying
latter proposal, Winterfeld said Kaul heavily inconvenienced

at present by fact he has to drive to Frankfurt/Main to take

L9/taf
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part in Auschwitz trial., If ban partially lifted, Kaul would
be able fly to and fro between Berlin and Frankfurt.

Winterfeld said he would be meeting Kaul Nov 11l at
Helmstedt to discuss case. He asked what he might tell Kaul
of US views., Winterfeld also mentioned that he hoped to see
West Berlin Senat representative later Nov 10 on Kaul., In
addition, he said that he had taken steps to ascertain views
of British Embassy Bonn re lifting ban on Kaul,

Mission officer said he was unable to give Winterfeld
any kind of official instructions re his meeting with Kaul.
Questions raised by Winterfeld re Kaul were complicated. A
number of interests, Allied and German, were involved. Mission
officer said he would report Winterfeld's suggestions and hoped
to be in touch with him before long. Meantime, so far as meeting
with Kaul was concerned, best course might be simply to keep
matter open and play for time until proposals could be studied.
Winterfeld said he would take this line with Kaul,

Comment: It is now clear that, as was suggested in earlier
Mission messages, van Altena case is being used by East to try

(Senat, in consultation with Bonn Govt)

to crack ban on Kaul, Germans/have been considering lifting
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ban for long time in connection various proposals to permit
small number of East lawyers to practice in West Berlin
courts and vice versa., Matter is hot political issue because
of Kaul's notoriety in West Berlin. We suspect that neither
West Berlin Senat nor FRG authorities wish take on themselves
responsibility for lifting ban. Senat Chancery Chief
(Spangenberg) informed us today that from Senat viewpoint,

Kaul case was "inactive," and matter under consideration in

Bonn., While Germans apparently reluctant to move on case

because of political implications, they would probably not
object == indeed they might welecome it --
xif we were to take initiative on matter.

This, however, is precisely where, in Mission view, danger

sooner
would /@camer or later become widely known, and we would incur

considerable public criticism,
So far as political aspects are concerned, there is no
real distinction between two proposals made by Winterfeld,

that is as between complete and partial lifting of ban on
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Kaul. Either step would require tripartite Allied action,
Partial lifting of ban to enable Kaul to use Tempelhof would
be used as basis from which to press for total lifting of
ban. Adverse publicity would center on US initiative in
mattero

Mission recommends against our taking any initiative

Benat T
with (FSEEREL to have ban 1lifted. At same time we believe
that it would be useful to explore yith Germans in Bonn what

pourge -Senat! teor ‘ﬁﬁqk
prospects are that they might/move on issue. Iffzyiﬁﬁ:were
_Mone,. Allies
- SEEONORE t&iizﬂccould probably agree to lifting of ban
without difficulty and, hopefully, we could work van Altena
into arrangement.

Re suggestion made ref B re possible approach to Sovs
at protocol officer level in Berlin, we believe that such
step at present Juncture might tend to limit East German
flexibility on case, At moment, East Germans are apparently
willing to keep things open until Kaul matter explored.

Possibly, if Russians introduced into case, East Germans

might feel they had to play case straight and allow normal
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legal processes to run. This could have unfortunate effect.
“~considefation of

We would therefore suggest that/approach to Sovs be held
in reserve at this stage pending indication from Germans
how they intend proceed on Kaul,

Mission is endeavoring clarify further exact status of
Winterfeld. ©So far as we aware, he is not overtly employed
by FRG authorities, although he apparently has close con=-

nections in government circles, Mission will report further

information on this point as developed.
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ﬁgO; FROM3 DEPARTMENT ' Recd: November 6, 1964
{ gggog NOs 360 = NOVEMBER 5 - 4PM e
%g% ACTION BERLIN 360 INFO BONN 1306
F&R

REF$ DEPTEL 344 TO BRRLIN
SUBJECT: JOHN VAN ALTENA

DEPT HAS BEEN INFORMED THAT GAR ALPEROVITZ, LEGISLATIVE ASSISTANT
TO SENATOR GAYLORD NELSON, (D. WISC.) WILL ARRIVE BERLIN BY

AIR 160@ HOURS NOV 15, iPFROVITZ PLANS CALL AT MISSION

TO DISCUSS CASE JOHN VAN ALTFNA, IN WHICH SENATOR INTERESTED.

OFFICE OF SENATOR MELSON ASKED WHETHER DEPT COULD

ARRANGE FOR ALPFROVITZ VISIT VAN ALTENA IN FAST GERMAN

PRISONs DEPT EXPLAINED THAT ALPEROVITZ, WHO IS HOLDER

OFFICIAL PASSPORT AND CAN BE REGARDED AS

GOVT OFFICIAL CANNOT RPT CANNOT DEAL WITH FAST GERMAN OFFICIALS.
ALSO INDICATED THAT VISIT PROBABLY WOULD NOT BE PERMITTED

BY FAST GERMANS IN ANY EVENT. SENATOR'S OFFICE SAID ALPEROVITZ
WOULD LIKFE MISSION® BRIEFING ON CASE AND CURRENT ASSESSMENT

HIS CHANCES FOR RELEASE. ‘ '

ISSION REQUESTED MEET AND ASSIT ALPEROVITZ TO FULLEST

EXTENT POSSIBLE. BRIEFING SHOULD INCLUDE INFORMATION
ON CONFIDENTIAL BASIS OF EFFORTS OBTAIN LEGAL COUNSEL FOR VAN
ALTENA. PRACTICAL DIFFICULTIES VIS=A=VIS EAST GERMAN REGIME
SHOULD BE STRESSED.

ALPEROVITZ BOOKED HOTEL BERLIN,

RUSK
ACTION TAKEN: .
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[]NO ACTION
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MIN 3 | . 0900 hrs i
XS;'@B N‘o- . 358 = NOVEMBER 4 = 7PV _ e
/U ACTION BERLIN 358 INFO BONN 1296 I

FeR SUBJs JOHN VAN ALTENA
' RE BERLIN'S 633.

| DEPT COMCURS MISSION RECOMMENDATION NOT RPT NOT GIVE WINTERFELD
POUER OF ATTORNEY OR OTHER TYPE OFFICIAL AUTHORIZATION. NO LEGAL
BASIS FOR SUCH ACTION PART USG. :

PUBJFCT TO EMBASSY CONCURRENCE HOWEVER, MISSION MAY WISH
CONSIDER TELLING VINTERFELD THAT OUR EMBASSY BONN WILLING GIVE
VERBAL ASSURANCE TO FONOFF THAT USG HAS NO OBJECTIONS TO HIS
ARRANGING LEGAL PROTECTION VAN ALTENA. MISSION SHOULD NOT RPT NOT
PROVIDE WINTERFELD WITH ANYTHING IN WRITING ON THIS MATTER..

~
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call on Friday for reply, since he expects to have further
contacts with Kaul by weekend.

Comment: So far as is known, Winterfeld has not sent copy
of his letter to Mission to van Altena family., However, it
seems reasonable to suppose that family will learn sooner or
later of his request for official power of attorney.

On face of it, Winterfeld proposal might seem worth pursuing.
Mission is not asked to authorize him to negotiate specifically
with East German authorities, He also disclaims fee, However,
Mission fears that case would not develop as simply as he
suggests. We believe that if we were to give Winterfeld official
authorization, East would present conditions for van Altena
release, involving us in potentially long and complex negotiations.
Specifically, we might become involved in pressures re Kaul status
in West BE¥ Berlin (reftel). We do not see why East has interest
in releasing van Altena as favor to Winterfeld (or us) without
any strings attached, and we therefore doubt our official authori-
zation alone would materially assist in EEIBEE¥¥ release,

For above reasons, Mission recommends against issuing official
authorization to Winterfeld., At same time, we recognize

that there may be factors (family and eventually
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perhaps congressional pressure) which Dept. may wish to
consider in reaching decision. Request we be advised by
c.0.bs Thursday so as to be able to reply to Winterfeld.
Winterfeld has told Mission that he does not accept
private cases, since he is FRG govt, lawyer. If Dept. concurs
recommendation not to give Winterfeld official authorization,
. oPTecowrse™
it is /possible that he (and Kaul) may drop case altogether,

In XP&gX this event van Altena would presumably obtain

court appointed defense attorney.

GP"s .
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Charge: Classification Control: 166

Date: BRT NQV 2, 1964
ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 621

1:05PM
INFO: Amembassy BONN 547
SUBJ: John van Altena
REF: Ford (GER)-=-Meehan (USBER) October 30 telecon
EA3
MIN3 . J .
USCOoB In response to press queries October 30, Mission
UsS1sS
ECON confirmed that van Altena arrested in East Berlin October 10,
POLZ2
I0 gave family address in U,S., stated Mission endeavoring
ASG
CON investigate circumstances of arrest. We did not say that
F&R

van Altena arrested while trying to help East Berliners
escape to West, although press is already speculating in this
sense,

Also in response to press queries, Mission confirmed
that Roy Nelson Jacobs was released from East Berlin shortly
before van Altena arrest. We said that there was no connection
between two cases, We also stated that we did not repeat not
know reasons for Jacobs' arrest, and were unaware his present
whereabouts or plans. (So far as we know, Jacobs is still in
West Berlin,)

U.,S. wire services and West Berlin press carried short
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fgxon: DECLASSIFIED _— FILE ROOM CQ
-:3 Authorlty NND 67230 Classfjfcation Control' BM g
INFO:  ByBKT/NCon 2 May 2013 B0
USCOB | | Recd: 31 ocTa A0EENES
M-3 11545 Adlla |
ECON : 4
POLY2  FROM: . DEPARTMENT
-USIS :
ég;g NO: . 344 =, 3¢ OCTOBER 1964, 6320 P.Ma
;ﬁgﬁ ACTION BERLIN 344 INFO BONN 1255
SUBJ: JOHN VAN ALTENA
AS RESULT UPI AND AP TICKER ITEMS FROM BERLIN STATING THAT
VAN ALTENA ARRESTED BY EAST GERMAN AUTHORITIES EARLIER THIS
MONTH WITH REASONS NOT KNOWN, AND QUOTING AMERICAN MISSION
SPOKESMAN TO THIS EFFECT, QUESTION RAISED HERE AT DAILY PRESS
BKIEFING. QUESTIONER ASKED WHETHER ANY COMMENT TO PRESS REPORTS
_ THAT AN AMERICAN SOLDIER ARRESTED BECAUSE HE ALLEGEDLY HELPED
REFUGEES. DEPT SPOKESMAN REPLIED HE HAD NO COMMENT BUT HAD
INFORMATION THAT PERSON INVOLVED AN AMERICAN BY NAME OF JOHN by
VAN ALTENA AND THAT WE INFORMED HE WAS ARRESTED BY EAST GERMAN &
AUTHORITIES., SPOKESMAN CONTINUED THAT VAN ALTENA RESIDENT OF .
HAMBURG AND EMPLOYEE OF LUFTHANSA THERE, HIS FAMILY IN MILTON
JUNCTION, WISCONSIN INFORMED AND THAT THEY ARE TAKING STEPS TO
SECURE LEGAL ASSISTANCE FOR HIM, NOTED THAT AS IS CUSTOMARY
THESE CASES, OUR MISSION IN BERLIN GIVING CLOSE ATTENTION TO -
CASE. WHEN ASKED WHETHER ANY CHARGE AGAINST HIM, SPOKESMAN SAID
HE DID NOT KNOW WHAT CHARGE IS OR WHETHER IT HAS BEEN SPECIFIED.
(THIS DENIAL OF KNOWLEDGE OF CHARGE MADE AS AP PRESS REPORTS
INDICATED THAT MISSION BERLIN HAD SAID REASON FOR ARREST NOT
KNOUNo )
RUSK .
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. FAMILY ADVISED SPECIAL CONSULAR SERVICES THAT FAMILY WOULD

Fomit FR.501
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INCOMING 7¢Ss MISSION HERLIN
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DECLASSIFIED

Authority NND 67230 . ~ o7 I D ENT AL

By BKT/NC on 2 May 2013 Classification ~ Control; 333

FROMs DEPARTMENT , ik
Reed: Octobe r 30, 1964

NO$ 335 = OCTOBER 2§ = 4PH 0915 HOURS
ACTION BERLIN 335 INFO BONN 1232

SUBJs JOMN VAN ALTENA

BERLIN'S 61@, OCTOEER 28, 196ke

FOLLOWING NOTIFICATION THAT VOGFL COULD NOT TAKE CASE, VAN ALTRNA

-a-'@:.gr

14

Bl

R N R TN T T ey

e

3 B o
o S

ATTEMPT ENGAGE SERVICES OF PROFESSOR RINCK TO REPRESENT JOHN
VAN ALTENA FOR PURPOSE DEALING WITH EAST GERUMAN AUTHORITIES.
EVIDENTLY JOHN VAN ALTENA HAD BECOME PERSONALLY ACQUAINTED WITH
RINCK BEFORE HIS ARREST AND HAD WRITTEN HIS FAMILY ABOUT RINCK.
DESPITE RECOMMENDATION MISSION (SEE BERLINTEL 582) THAT WEST .)
BERLIN ATTORNSQROBABLY NOT ADVISABLE THIS CASE, DEP Dilifvip ( .
WEVED VAN ALTENA FANILY $HOULD BE ENCOURAGED MAKE ARTMENTEERQ Awnncectl -‘&
PRIVATE LEGAL ARRANGEMENT WHICH OFFERED ANY PROSPECT PROVIDING TS
JOHN PROPER COUNSEL.

DEPARTMENT AWARE PROBLEM POSED BY KAUL AND CONCURS IN MISSION
ASSESSMENT HOW RINCK=-WINTERFELD=KAUL RELATIONSHIP SHOULD BE
HANDLED. WHILE MISSICN SHOULD STAY IN TOUCH WITH WINTERFELD

IT SHOULD BE WARY ANY INVOLVEMENT IN CASE WHICH MIGHT BE IN%ER*
PRETED AS OFFICIAL DEALING WITH KAUL.

DEPARTMENT WILL EXPLAIN PROBLEM TO VAN ALTENA FAMILY AND STATE THAT
MISSION WILL OF COURSE BE READY TO ASSIST QUOTE WHEREVER POSSIBLE
UNQUOTE. FAMILY WILL BE TOLD THAT, DUE PRIVATE

NATURE LEGAL ARRANGIMENT, THEY SHOULD CORRESPOND WITH RINCK

AND WINTERFELD RATHER IHAN THROUGH DEPARTHM
ACTION TAKEN: |
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: 610 Date: OCT 28, 1964
ACTION: SecState WASH | 2 o 6PN
INFO: Amembassy BONN 536 . ./ 7 gas Seres e I
EA3 SUBJECT: John van Altena
1"%33 Ref: Berlintel 582 to Dept, 514 to Bonn
C
F&R Mission was approached Oct 27 by Achim von Winterfeld,
*0{33 Hannover lawyer who has close connections with FRG government,
08 L

ﬂCAAL on van Altena case., Winterfeld showed Mission officer a letter
”h4¢““#°which he had received from Gerd Rinck, law professor at Goettingen
University, asking him on behalf of van Altena's father to "repre-
sent John's interests in every respect." Mission is uninformed
as to background of van Altena family approach to Rinek and
would be grateful for any information Dept may be able to provide.
(Rinck letter to Winterfeld refers to fact van Altena family has
been in touch with Office of Special Consular Services.)
Winterfeld asked Mission to give him written authorization
from US Govt to represent van Altena for purpose of dealing with
East German authorities. He was told that Mission unable to
provide such authorization. US Govt had not retained lawyers
in cases of Americans detained in East Germany. Families of
detainees had hired lawyers privately.
Winterfeld inquired whether family would wish to employ

services of East Berlin lawyer Friedrich Karl Kaul (with whom

SECRET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS
Classification PROHIBITED UNLESS “UNCLASSIFIED”

OFFICIAL FILE COPY


bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line


3

TE. E' ;RAM Foreign Service of the
United States of America

OUTGOING

SECRET
Charge: Classification Control: /(7‘7

e Date:

he is known to have close connections)., Mission officer said

he had no information on this point. Winterfeld said he would
be in touch soon with family, and he will presumably ask whether
parents intend retain Kaul., Winterfeld has indicated that he
believes that Kaul may be able to bring about van Altena's
release, possibly before case comes to trial, Conceivably, pay-
ment of "ransom" by family would be involved. He may so inform
family also.

As Dept aware, Kaul is used extensively by East German regime
for political purposes. At request of West Berlin Senat., after
Wall, Allies put Kaul on list of undesirable East Germans not
permitted entry into West Berlin. In discussing van Altena case
with Winterfeld, Kaul mentioned his interest in persuading US
authorities to use their influence to have him removed from list
of undesirables. It is, therefore, more than likely that Kaul,
if retained by van Altena family, would attempt to use case for
his own purposes which are not merely private but have political
content affecting relationships between Allies and West Berlin
Senat., In addition,}ziew Kaul's official status as spokesman

of East German regime, it would be undesirable for Mission to
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establish direct contact with him such as we have had in past
with Vogel in other US prisoner cases. (Vogel is not, so far
as is known, SED member, nor has he been used by regime for
overt political purposes).

Dept may wish to provide family with background on Kaul
based on above, While Mission does not rpt not believe that
US Govt should tell family that it should not rpt not hire Kaul -=
he may be in best position to do something for van Altena == we
believe that we should make clear at outset that we would not
be able on political grounds to maintain contact with Kaul on
case. Family would be dependent on Winterfeld and latter's re-
lations with Kaul, Mission would, however, be able to stay in
touch with Winterfeld.,

GP-3. '“)bﬁ/
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Date: gctober 20, 1964
1615 HOURS

ACTION: SecState WASH 5g2
INFO: Amembassy BONN 514

SUBJECT: John van Altena

Ref: Dept tel 306 to Berlin, 1097 to Bonn

O0f three attorneys listed Berlin A=T5 aé indicating interest
in accepting East Berlin cases, one has now said that he cannot.
Other two indicate they would have to work through corresponding
attorney in East Berlin. They would almost certainly not be
able to represent client in court.

Mission would not repeat not recommend that family try to
engage West Berlin attorney on this basis. Considerable expense
would be involved, and we doubt that attorney would be able to
do much more than stay in touch with corresponding attorney in
East Berlin. We would hope that Mission will be able to maintain
contact with court-appointed attorney with Vogel's assistance,
even though latter does not intend accept case himself,

While court-appointed attorney will probably not sound very
reassuring proposition to family,there is no real practical alter-

native., Since case is "political," role of defense attorney is
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FROM ¢ HAMBURG . .
| Recd:  OCT 17, 1964
o 4 - 'OCTOBER 15 = &F!} 8AHY

ACTION BERLI! FOUR INFO DEPFT 9¢ BOKLU 48
REF : BERLIL 'S TEL 43 SEU'T PEFT 545 BOMNY 487.

VERNER FLOSZ, FRIEID ITHO "’L“"J PLA? AYD EXECUTE ESCAPE

PARDEL RADBL AND CHIGD SABRI' T TODAY TOLD EI'TRIRE STORY TO
HAITBURG POLICE IM PRESENC PCx“PLAn OFFICER. DTERVIEY
CAL BE FORVARDED IF DESIRED, ALTHOUG! MOST FACTS IN IT RELIEVD
REPORTED TO RERLIN, KLOSZ FURTMER STATED OF OCT 12 HE APPFALED
TO JUGENDAUSSCHUSZ FREINEITLICHER JURISTEM WHO SENT HIM TO

DR, ALNRED MUSILED ¥PHONETIC SPEELING)

UHLAIDSTRASSE 138, BERLIKe MUSILED WILL ATTEMFT TO SEE MRS,
RABE O’ 1CTH DAY AFTER HER ARREST NAMELY=QCT. 2¢ AND WILL
REPORT TO CLOSZ. 10 RPT M0 INDICATION ALY OTHER AMERICALD
INVOLVED IN ESCAPE ATTEMPT.

GP-4, ACTION TAKEN: | |
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USCOB FROI 3 DEPARTMENT : Recd: October 16, 1964
=3 1015 hrs
POL-2 NO3 366 - OCTOBER 15 - 7PN
ECON
USIS ACTION BERLIN 3C6 INFO BONN 1897
ASEG '
I0/U . BERLIN'S 5633 BERLIN'S A=75; JULY 3¢ e
F&R

_~ CON REQUEST MISSION'S VIEWS ON POSSIBILITY RECOMMENDING THAT VAN
ALTEMNA FAMILY SEEK SERVICES SOME OTHER ATTORNEY AS ALTERMATIVE
TO VOGEL., SEVERAL ATTORMNEYS WHOSE MAMES APPEAR BERLIN LIST
ATTORNEYS (SEE REFERENCE AIRGRAIM) INDICATE THAT THEY WILL HANDLE
CASES IN EAST BERLIN, BUT OF COURSE O ASSESSMENT . THEIR
EFFECTIVENESS INCLUDEDs

DEPT IS SUGGESTING TO FAMILY THAT VAN ALTENA*S MAIL BE SENT THROUGH

MISSION,
CP=4
RUSK
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nevertheless keep an eye on van Altena case and let Mission
know of developments., He assumed van Altena would be given
court-appointed attorney.

Request ConGen Hamburg interview Werner Kloss to
develop further information on background of escape attempt,
including question whether van Altena acting for money.

Mission has received no press queries to date.

Comment : Van Altena is one of more serious American
cases since Wall., He was caught with escapees in his car,
Mann and Loba, by contrast, were only involved in carrying
identity documents intended to be used in escapes which never
got started. Sentence may be correspondingly severe, In view
recent mass tunnel escape and shooting of border guard, East
German authorities' mood at moment is probably punitive, although
this may wear off somewhat in interval before trial.

Department may wish to suggest to family that they send
mail for van Altena in care of Mission. We will try to
arrange for delivery to prison through Vogel,
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