
CONFIDENTIAL 

February 24, 1965 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE FILES 

Sub,l e ct : 

Von Winterfeld called this morning to say that he 
had received a telegram from Kaul to the effect that 
Kaul would be unable "for technical reasons" to comment 
today on the proposals which Von Winterfeld conveyed to 
him yesterday. Kaul indicated that he would be in touch 
with Von Winterfeld in Hannover, and Von Winterfeld said 
he was about to leave Berlin for home. 

cc: M - Minister Calhoun 
M - Mr .. Hulick 

POL - Mr. Day 

POL - Mr. Heichler 


GROUP 4 
Downgraded at 3-year intervals. 
Declassified after 12 years. 

CONFIDENTIALEAS:F~:em 

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line



f 
UDlI Al..,-J: I 


I ...1a-wU7 1 • 1 5 


oa 

GROUP 4 

Do .. ngraded a~' r-. 

v v-ye r int 1

D cl as....i:fi d t: . arva s., 

a "tor 12 Years., 

Ls . chlerA 

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line



CONFIDENTIAL 

February 11, 1965 

MEMORANDUM OF CONVERSATION 

Participa!J.ts: Senatsrat Korber 
Francis J. Meehan 

Place: Schoeneberg Rathaus 

D_ate: 

John van 

11, 965 

Subject: Altena and Lawyers' Exchange 

Korber mentioned at the outset that Mayor Albertz 
intended to raise van Altena with the Minister at their 
February 12 meeting. 

Korber said he had read Winterfeld's letter of February 
5 and talked since then with Vogel and Stange. Vogel had 
said again flatly that Kaul was not authorized to make any 
offers on the release of van Altena. Korber had the im­
pression that Winterfeld was misrepresenting Kaul. 

I said that we also had our doubts as to the accuracy 
of Winterfeld's reports. The fact was, however, that we 
now had in Winterfeld's February 5 letter another offer 
allegedly from Kaul to release van Altena. Since no other 
alternatives 'were forthcoming at the moment, we believed 
we should try to get to the bottom of it. 

Korber said he believed that Winterfeld should be 
" put tot h e t est 0 " \If e s h 0 u 1 d tell \V' i n t e r f e 1 d t hat i f K aul 
produced van Altena on a given day, the ban would be lifted. 
Korber went on to say that if, as he assumed would be the 
case, the whole thing fell through, he hoped that we would 
not then continue to stand in the way of the lawyers' ex­
change by refusing to lift the ban on Kaul. 

I said that if \vinterfeld were to be "put to the test," 
it would have to be done seriously. For one thing, the 
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CONFIDENTIAL 

-2­

question of authorization for Winterfeld to negotiate would 
arise. Vogel and Stange maintained that Kaul should be 
pressed to produce written evidence of official authorization 
to ne g otiate in general on the lawyers and van Altena, and 
specifically to make the offers cited in Winterfeld's February 
5 letter. This made sense, but Kaul could rightly ask under 
the circumstances for com~arable authorization from Winterfeld. 
Would the Senat be prepared to provide such authorization? 

I s aid t hat the r e "\or a s an 0 the r asp e c t to" put tin g tothe 
test" -- or presenting Kaul \lith an ultimatum, as Vogel and 
1ayor Albertz had expressed it previously -- which needed 
consideration. It seemed to me that if the deal were offered 
to Kaul that he could come back into West Berlin if he produced 
van Altena, without reference to the lawyers' exchange, the 
Senat's bargaining position in bringing about the exchange 
wou l d be correspondingly weakened. 

Korber said he thought it would be possible to take care 
of the last point by coupling the lawyers' exchange to the 
offer to lift the ban in return for van Altena. The ban would 
be lifted for a certain time -- two weeks or a month, say -­
on van Altena's release, during which time the lawyers' ex­
change would be negotiated. If the negotiations were not com­
pleted in the time given, the ban would be reimposed. 

I said this suggestion sounded interesting, but would 
the Senat be prepared to give Winterfeld authorization to 
negotiate with Kaul in this sense? Did Korber think that 
Mayor Albertz would be receptive to the idea? 

Korber said he thought Albertz would. He would make a 
recommendation in this sense, he added. 

I asked if Wendt had ' reverted to the lawyers' deal or 
van Altena since Korber raised them with him. Korber said 
Wendt had not. 

cc: 	 M - Hinister Calhoun 
M - Hr. Hulick 
POL - Mr. Day 
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Office Memorandum • UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 

CONFIDENTIAL 


TO M ­ Minister Calhoun 

FROM 

SUBJECT: Briefing Paper 

DATE: January 19, 1965 

for January 20 Deputies' 

Kaul himself took the initiative in linking van Altena 

with the lawyers' exchange. We have various communications 

from von Winterfeld citing Kaul's offer to release van Altena 

in return for lifting the ban on his entry to West Berlin. To 

begin with, Kaul offered van Altena in return for our letting 

him use Tempelhofo Then he switched the terms to lifting the 

ban on his entry to West Berlin in general. Before Christmas 

he let it be known through von Winterfeld that we would get 

van Altena if von Winterfeld were authorized to tell him that 

the lawyers' exchange was approved in principle, even though 

it was not possible to say when it would actually come into 

force. When von Winterfeld conveyed such a statement, as 

authorized by Herr Spangenberg, Kaul described the statement 

as "completely worthless," and van Altena was put on trial. 

We then have a copy of a letter from Kaul to von Winterfeld 

(dated January 8, i.e., after van Altena's trial) complaining 

that the Western side has never made any concrete offers on 

the lawyers' exchange, and in particular has never taken up the 

offer on van Altena in relation to the exchangeo 


We have learned that Kaul may not have been authorized to 
make any offer to release van Altena,specifically to release him 
in relation to the lawyerst exchange 0 The fact of the matter 
is, however, that he did make such an offer and, as can be seen 
from his letter of January 8, wa.s still talking in terms of such 
an offer after the trial. We have had no indication that Kaul 
has withdrawn the offer and, until he is disavowed, we must 
assume that he had authorizationo 

We believe, therefore, that the offer should be referred 

to in Herr Korber's discussion of the lawyers' exchange with 


IWendt, ~ot as a condition for the exchange from the Senat's 
viewpoint, and not as a topic for negotiation between Herr Korber 
and Wendt~ but as a factor, introduced by Kaul himself, in Allied 
consideratlon of the question of lifting the ban on Kaul. 

It is quite conceivable that the East \oJill deny that the ._ 

offer was ever made, or else that they will disavow Kaul. I 

have already indicated that in our view the offer was made - ­

the January 8 letter is documentary evidence -- and is still 

valid. Should the East disavow Kaul on his offer, we would not 

be prepared to consider lifting the ban on him. We do 

not believe that the East should be permitted to get away with 
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disavowing him on the one hand, and building him into the 
lawyers f exchange on the othero 

The important thing for the U.So is to obtain van Altena's 
release o We are not committed to bringing about the release 
in any particular way, for example, through the lawyers' exchange. 
We would be interested in any other suggestions that the East 
might have to make o However, until we have a clear commitment 
on the release, including a date, we cannot see our way clear 
to consider lifting the ban on Kaul. It is true that the U.S. 
was previously prepared to lift the ban at the Senat's request o 

From our viewpoint, however, Kaul's role in the van Altena 
case -- which we did not seek -- has created an entirely new 
situation o 

EAS:FJMeehan:eo 

GROUP 3 
Downgraded at 12-year intervals, 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
7/2/ghl OUTGOING .s. MI 51 N ERLIN PYN .L 

SECRET 

ClassificationCharge: Control : 114MIN-..2 

Date: 3 V. 1"5US ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 4'4 li31 H
FIcB,­
dmy INFO: Amembassy BONN 411 

LIHDIS 

SUBJ: van Altena 

REF: Berlintel 485 to Dept., 404 to Bonn 

In a meeting with Mission officers November 29, Vogel 

discussed van Altena and Thompson somewhat differently than 

before in that he did not relate the cases so closely. He gave 

the impression that the East does not believe ~ there is much 

hope of making a deal in the foreseeable future for Thompson's 

release in exchange for the present U.S. prisoners in the GDR. 

The purpose of the approach to New, he indicated, is to maintain 

the personal relationship that developed in the vJhitehill case 

with a view to laying the groundwork for some future action 
and any other similar cases that might arise. 

involving Thompsonl Vogel said the East attaches importance 

to making its agents who have been imprisoned in the Uest aware 

of the fact that efforts are being undertaken in their behalf. 

This motivation had been at the back of his approaches on behalf 

of the Krogers in London and of an East German agent imprisoned 

1n France. Similarly, he was now in correspondence with Thompson, 

and this was intended to reassure the latter that he was not 

f orgott,en • SECRET REPRODUOION FROM THIS COPY IS 
C Iass; fi cat i 0 Il PROHIBITED UNlESS "UNClASSIFIED" 
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Foreign Service of the TELEG United States of Americ· 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 

ClassificatiollCharge: Control: 114 


- 2 - Date: 


The Mission officers asked Vogel what then were the 

prospects for van Altena if the East did not really hope for a 

deal on Thompson soon. Vogel was not very encouraging in his 

response. He went over the familiar ground of the difficulties 

with which he has to contend because of Kaul's previous role in 

the case and the latter's continuing opposition to van Altena's 

release. He added that he intended to review the van Altena 

case with the East German Attorney General, Streit, in the 

course of this week, and said he would be in touch with us next 

week to report his findings. 

In the light . of Vogel's less precise treatment of the van 

Altena-Thompson relationship, the Mission officers spoke only ~n 

very general terms on the basis of the guidance contained in 

Deptel 282 to Berlin (1269 to Bonn). They said that it was 
comment ~m.n.-.. 

difficult to/~~~~/on what was clearly a very difficult complex 
t.,.~~~.. 

~~Dd~ssEm' and neither encouraged nor discouraged Vogel in his 

approach to New. 

GP-3 CALHOUN 

AUTH: 

EAS:FJMeehan:lms 
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FILE ROOM COP) 

Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
lO/3/gh1 OUTGOING 	 u.s. MISSION BERLIN 


CONFIDENTIAL 


FAs-:2 
MIN-3 
PL-2 
useo 
F&cR-2 

-

Charge: 

ACTION: 

INFO: 

REF: 

Classification Control: 

SecState WASHINGTON 199 Date: 

Amembassy BONN 1 2 

Deptel 514 to Bonn, 115 to Berlin 

125 

30 AUGUST, 1.'5 
1820 URS 

SUBJ: John van Altena 

As soon as it became likely last week that Whitehill 

would be released, it was clear to the Mission that there 

would be difficult repercussions in the van Altena case in 

terms of the Department's relations with the family and 

Congress. The Mission accordingly pressed Vogel immediately 

for a new approach on van Altena based on the factors 

mentioned in the reftel - ­ van Altena's youth, inexperience, 

unfamiliarity with Berlin conditions, and "exploitation." 
same 

Vogel saw the point, of course, but he was at the/time 

quite bearish about the prospects for early success. In the 

first place, he pointed out, there was clearly established 

premeditation in the van Altena case in the constructi.on of 

an escape compartment in the car. Second, guilt was es­

tablished beyond any doubt since the would-be escapees were 

discovered in the car. With Whitehill, on the other hand, 

the East would have had some difficulty in establishing a 

case. (When questioned closely by Mission officers after 
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Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Charge: Cl assificat i o n Connol: 

Date: 

his release, Whitehill categorically denied that he had been 

knowingly involved in any escape attempt. He stated that 

he had never been approached by anyone to participate in an 

exfiltration scheme.) Third, van Altena had actually been 

sentenced. 

Much more important than any of these factors, however, 

Vogel claimed, was the fact that the case had been grossly . 

mishandled by Winterfeld from the beginning. Winterfeld had 

succeeded only in convincing the East by his high-powered 

(but dilettantish) approach that van Altena was a very 

valuable property who should not be given up except for good 

value. In addition, Kaul had become involved. Vogel said 

Kaul is using his influence with the East German state secu~ity 

apparatus to block a solution to the case now that the family 

has taken it out of his hands. Kaul's opposition could be 

overcome, Vogel conveyed, .but it was definitely an important 

complicating factor at this stage. 

Comment: The Mission realizes that the van Altena 

family is unlikely to derive much comfort from Vogel's reading 

of the case. (His views on Winterfeld and Kaul should not 

CONFIDENTIAL REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COpy IS 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

CONFIDENTIAL 
Classi/icat"""i n-,-,-­Charge: Control: 

-3­ Date: 
repeat not be communicated to the family.) However, Vogel 

has usually proven realistic in his assessment of cases, and 

we believe he has described the situation that we and the 

family have to live with. We hope to see Vogel again soon 

and will again urge the need for movement in the van A1tena 

case. 

GP-II. 

EAS:FJMeehan:eo 
30 AUGUST 1630 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 

l e/J 
OUTGOING u.s. MISSION BERLIN cOPY ~rc : ( ) 

FILE ROOM COpy
SECRET 

ClassificatiollCharge: Control: 251 
flN-.3 

PCL-2 Date: 22 Arril 1,/65 
n .... "CB ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 1462 7:!X ' . "1 . 
F~~ 

INFO: Amembassy BONN 1316 

SUBJ: John van Altena 

REF: (A) Berlintel 1439 to Dept., 1299 to Bonn 
(B) Bonntel 4052 to Dept. 

Developments in van Altena case since those reported 
A 

reftel/follow: 

a) Mission received letter from von Winterfe1d dated 

April 15 enclosing photocopy of letter from Kaul dated 

April 13. Kaul letter states that because of obligations 

in Prague and Warsaw lasting until April 30 he "has no 

possibility at all to pursue the authorization for the 

continuance of conversations which exceed the framework of 

purely a lawyer's activity." Mission presumes this somewhat 

opaque wording refers to Kaul-von Winterfeld conversations 

concerning van Altena release. 

b) On April 22, Mission officer discussed case with 

Stange and Vogel. Latter confirmed that he willing to handle 

it. In slight change from procedure suggested reftel A, 

Stange now recommended that van Altena family give him 
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Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 

ClassificationCharge: Control: 

251 
-2­ Date: 

written authorization and he in turn would authorize his 
renewed 

colleague Vogel. In connection/.approach to FedRep Foreign 

Ministry (reftel B), Stange I~x~~~~~x~~~~~ 

,......~ ~x~x4dcxBhacK~xrxQCtX~X~"'51 and Vogel 
cont~nued ~ ­

I favorMt it, hawxwlcJx. arguing that they believed composi tion 

lists fluid. Vogel stated than van Altena's name not repeat 

not among those presented to him and Stange by Fed Rep 

authorities. Vogel said that once case in Stange.Vogel 

channel, he would try to arrange delivery family's letters 

to John. Vogel also asked whether family had applied to 

visit John. Mission officer ••• replied that he believed 

that family is not repeat not financially able to make trip 

to Europe. 

Comment: Wording Kaul's April 13 letter reinforces 

Mission's view (reftel A) that Kaul-von Winterfeld channel 

does not look promising .tx~~x In accordance with 

Stange's suggested procedure, we recommend that family 

notify Mission that it wishes to authorize Stange (lawyer 

Juergen Stange, Schlueterstrasse 39, Berlin) to handle case. 

SECRET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COpy IS 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 

ClassificationCharge: Control: 251 

-3­ Date: 

Mission would convey family's authorization to Stange. 

GP-3. 

HULICK ~W---~ 
AUTH:FJMe~ 

EAS:RGLivi ston:eo 
22 APRIL 1 5 

251/1 0/ 3/sc 
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Foreign Service of the 
United States of AmericaTELEGRAM 

A', ., :ibL. ~71 )/J OUTGOING 

FILE ROOM COpySECRET 
Classi[i caliollCharge: Control: 218 

Date: '.FrL 14, 1';165ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 1439 
18\,,\,/ lit UH:: 

INFO: Amembassy BONN 

SUBJ: John van Altena 

];.A) 2 REF: Ford/Livingston April 9 telecon 
Jmj J 
'P()l 2 

I SC;: D Following most recent developments van Altena case: 

F&R :; 

(a) Mission received letter from von Winterfeld dated 

April 6 enclosing photocopy letter dated April 3 from Kaul who 

states that "at this time" he unable to come through on 

tentative agreement made with von Winterfeld concerning van 

Altena. (This tentative agreement involved possible written 

authorization for Kaul by GDR authorities to make firm offer on 

van Altena.) Kaul adds he will continue to handle van Altena 

case. In his letter, von Winterfeld queried Mission as to 

what he should do next. 

(b) On April 6, Mission officer discussed van Altena case 

with West Berlin lawyer Stange at latter's invitation. Stange 

stated that his East Berlin colleague Vogel now willing to take 

on van Altena case. (He had originally refused to handle it. 

Berlintel 563 to Dept, 501 to Bonn.) Stange "optimistic" that 

< H~/t. f Vogel can arrange release. Added Senat ready to help. Made 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 

Charge: Classification Control: 21 

- 2 - Date: 

following requests: (1) van Altena family to terminate 

dealings with von Winterfeld-Kaul and authorize Vogel to 
~ed Rep

handle case; (2) Embassy to make renewed "request" ofl9taa 

Foreign Office "at highest level" to have van Altena included 

ransom deals. In connection with (1), stange said family need 

not authorize Vogel directly and that Mission could do so on 
their 

Ibehalf. He stressed importance of (2) several times. 

Comment: In MissiDn view, von Winterfeld-Kaul channel 

has been given fair and lengthy trial and proven to be non­

productive. Vogel-Stange channel has in past had some success 

in cases similar to van Altena's. Although there is of course 

no guarantee that it will be productive this time, Mission 

believes that it should now be tried out. 

Senat will have to be informed soon that, as it expected, 

Kaul-von Winterfeld effort appears to have failed toObtain 

van Altena release but there is no rpt no need to do this just 

yet. 

While making no commitments to Stange, we plan to explore 

informally with him the possibilities of arranging deliveries 

of family letters to John. 

Action and Recommendations 

SECRET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
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Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 


Charge: Classification Control: 

- 3 - Date: 
In answering von Winterfeld's April 6 letter, Mission plans 

simply to state that van Altena family, as his clients, must 

make 	decision on further instructions. 

In reftelecon, Mission recommended that van Altena family 

request status report from von Winterfeld with an eye to 

termination dealings with him. If, as we expect, von Winterfeld's 

report contains no rpt no new, concrete and credible offer from 
Kaul, 
~	we recommend that family: (a) terminate with von Winterfeld; 

(b) 	notify Mission that it agrees to Vogel's handling the caseA 

~~~ after which Mission would HULICKC.~ _ I 
conve family's authorization to 

AUTH: ~i~
Vogel. 

GP-4 

ERS:RGLiV~:lms 

14 A 	ri1 1221 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of Ameri(a 
OUTGOING11/2 US MISSION. BERLIN 

CONFIDENTIALs 3 
C I ass ifi cat i 0 11~11 3 Charge: Control: 107 POL 2 

USC B Date: Febru 19 J 1965 &R 2 1810 If _ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 1 60 


INFO Amembassy BONN 940 


REF Deptel 2394 to Bonn, 666 to Berlin 


SUBJ John van Altena 


In Feb 5 letter to Mission (last para reftel) von 

Winterfeld renewed offer from Kaul to release van Altena in 

return for lifting ban on Kaul's entry into West Berlin in 

connection with completion of lawyers' deal. Winterfeld 

reasserted that Kaul authorized to make such offer. Mission 

conveyed Winterfeld letter to Senat, and number of discussions 

between Mission and Senat at various levels (including meeting 

between Minister and Acting GovMayor Albertz) has followed. 

Parallel to discussions with Senat. Mission has also discussed 

van Altena case in meetings with Stange and Vogel. 

Vogel has conveyed to Senat and Mission his belief, 

which, he claims, rests on unimpeachable sources, that Kaul 

is wholly without authorization to make offer conveyed by 

Winterfeld Feb 5. Senat shares Vogel's views. 

In discussions with Mission, Senat representatives took 

stand that it was necessary to challenge Kaul to make good 

107/t f 
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on proposals conveyed by Winterfeld. Mission agreed, adding 

that it would, however, be necessary to make test seriously, 

giving Winterfeld adequate official authorization to proceed 

in negotiations with Kaul. Senat has agreed in turn with this 

proposed approach and has now informed us that they will con­

tact Winterfeld today (Feb 19) with a view to conveying 

written authorization to him. Authorization specifies that 

Winterfeld is empowered by Senat to conduct negotiations on 

lawyers' deal through April 22, 1965, the "special circum­

stances" under which deal would be possible being spelled out 

in attachment. "Special circumstances" are(l) van Altena 

will be released by March 22,(2) ban on Kaul will be lifted 

simultaneously with van Altena release,(3) lawyers' deal will 

be completed by April 22, and(4) if deal not completed by 

April 22, ban on Kaul will be reimposed. 

British and French Missions have agreed in connection 

with new approach on foregoing lines to authorize lifting of 

ban on Kaul when requested by Senate 

Comment: It is difficult to predict the outcome of new 

approach. As between two men, Winterfeld and Vogel, latter 
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in Mission view has far greater grasp of realities of East 

German situation, and we would be inclined, like Senat, to 

take his views more seriously than those of Winterfeld. In 

any case, Senat action should clear way for more accurate 

reading of prospects in case. Cannot be excluded that Kaul 

will object to terms of "special circumstances" as set forth 

in Senat authorization to Winterfeld, and there may well be 

hagg~ing on this point. 

Senat has said frankly that it expects Winterfeld nego­

tiations to break down at some stage because Kaul will be 

unable to come through on proposals. Senat has further made 

it clear that in this event they hope that we would no longer 

interpose objections to conclusion of lawyers' deal with 

Kaul included, but without provision for van Altena release 

through Vogel-Stange channels. While we have reserved our 

position on this point, we can expect considerable pressure 

from Senat if their expectations on Winterfeld-Kaul negotia­

tions prove correct. 
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ACTION: SecState WASH 

8S,


INFO: Amembassy BONN 

SUBJ : John van Altena 

REF: Deptel 2229 to Bonn, 627 to Berlin 
EA2 
'illl3 

Vogel's fees Mann and Loba cases were $250 and $300USOOB 
POL2 
F&R 	 respectively. Clear from reftel that Winterfeld-Kaul 

fees considerably in excess of Vogel charges in cases 

cited. On other hand, van Altena case has become con­

siderably more complex than either Mann or Loba. Compar­

ison with Hammerstein perhaps more in order. In that 

case, as Dept aware, Vogel kept as his fee proceeds of 

sale of Hammerstein's car plus sum of between $500 and 

$600 total of order of $1700 at official rate of exchange. 

Should be noted additionally, however, that Vogel charges 

covered entire period of Hammerstein case -- over two years. 

It is difficult to make useful comparisons beyond above-

cited facts. Prisoner cases are special in both East and 

West, in sense more than normal legal fees almost certainly 

involved. For example, cases that come to trial involve 

regular legal fees at fixed rates. This is only beginning, 
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however. Lawyers involved charge additional, and 

doubtless heavy fees toward their efforts to get 

prisoners released. Influence peddling is probably an 

important factor in bills presented. 

Winterfeld has on several occasions complained to 

Mission about cost of van Altena case to him. He gives 

impression that he is considerably out of pocket. Winter­

feld acts in the grand style, telephoning and sending 

telegrams to numerous contacts allover Germany. Hour-

long phone conversations with Mission from Hannover are 

not uncommon. We have little doubt that he is well on 

way to using up amounts van Altena family has provided 

as expenses. Usefulness of his efforts is more open to 

que st i on. 

Our view is that family would be well advised to be 

cautious about advancing further large sums to either 

Winterfeld or Kaul. 
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POI. 2 
EM) 2 Date: Januar.l 2e , 1965 
flJrdmy 1820 HUURS

ACTION: SecState WASH 967 


INFO: Amembassy BONN 857 

Amconsul HAMBURG 13 


SUBJECT: Van Altena 


REF: D~ptel 2128 to Bonn, 603 to Berlin 


Fullest account of van Altena escape attempt is contained 

in Hamburg police report forwarded to Mission by ConGen Hamburg. 

Police report contains nothing in way of "plot" and "frame-up." 

Essential facts of escape attempt were conveyed in Berlintels 

539 and 563 to Dept, 483 and 501 to Bonn. Perhaps ConGen 

Hamburg could follow-up discreetly with Hamburg police in effort 

elicit further information which might throw light on van Altena 

family statements. 

Since we are unaware of what family is driving at, it is 

difficult to comment on what effects "sensational information" 

might have if released to press. On general grounds, however, 

we continue to believe that publicity is likely to harm rather 

than help. This would be especially the case if information 

released by family revealed conspiratorial activities on part 

of van Altena, or connections between him and any known anti-

GDR organizations. Such of Kaul's reports on case to 
153/taf 
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von Winterfeld as we have seen do not contain any allegations 

that van Altena engaged in organized conspiratorial activities. 

For family to do anything which might suggest such activities 

would, in our view, add a new and dangerous dimension to case, 

and chances of eetting van Altena out would be correspondingly 

diminished. 

We consider it would be counter productive to approach 

Senat with request that it assume legal fees in van Altena 

case. We assume that such fees are payable to Winterfeld and 

Kaul. It is out of the question that Senat would consider 

paying Kaul anything, and they regard Winterfeld only as a 

disturbing element in their efforts to bring about lawyers' 

exchange. Winterfeld's political connections are on the COU 

side. GovMayor Brandt and other Senat officials have openly 

expressed their distaste to us for Winterfeld role in case 

and their marked preference for Stange-Vogel channel, which 

they have apparently used often in past. Winterfeld has been 

trying to insert himself into leading role in lawyers' exchange 

negotiations. He has told us in as many words -- and, we 

gather, he has now told van Altena family -- that US should 
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CONFIDENTIAL 
Charge: Class ifi ca t i Oil Control: 11 5 

JA."'J 22. 1965Date:
ACTION: Amconsul HAMBURG 12 	 4PM 

INFO: 	 SecState WASHINGTON 9)6 

Amembassy BONN 825 


EA SUBJ: John van Altena 
'~IN3 
USCOB 	 REF: Hamburg's 10 to Berlin (not sent Dept., Bonn) 
POI2 
F&R 

Mission believes it would be prejudicial to favorable 

outcome of current developments in van Altena case if Hamburg 

police released their file to press. FYI: Mission has been 
bringing

exploring various possibilities of ~ about van Altena 

release. East German authorities are known to be sensitive 

to publicity on prisoners' cases under negotiation. Press 

stories might reduce Eastern flexibility in dealing with case. 

End FYI. 

Suggest you ask cooperation of Hamburg police in keeping 

story out of press at this time without, however, indicating 

that negotiations with East are in progress. 

Mission has been led to believe that Werner Kloss, who was 

involved with van Altena in escape attempt, intended to sell 

story for publication. Believe it desirable that Kloss also 

refrain from press stories for reasons given above. Since 
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Kloss largely responsible for getting van Altena into prison, 

it should be possible to get him to cooperate. 
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FORM DS-682 
8-1-50 CONFIDENTIAL 

OPERATIONS MEMORANDUM 

TO: US Mission Berlin ~ 	 Date: January 20, 1965 

FROM: Amconsul HAMBURG m. 
SUBJECT: WELFARE-WHEREABOUTS: John van ALTENA 

REF: 	 Contel 4 to Berlin, Oct. 15, 1964; Berlintel 5, Oct. 16, 1964; Berl1ntel 7, 
Oct. 21, 1964, Contel 10 to Berlin, January 21, 1965 

~ The Hamburg police have been requested by representatives of the I 
press to release t he story of John van Altena. The police have refused 
to do so without the permission of this Consulate General. Since the 
classified correspondence relating to Mr. van Altena vas initiated by 
Berlin, this office would appreciate advice regarding its present statu. 
The press told the police that the story was broadcast by AFN in October. 
If the Mission has no objection to the, release of the Hamburg police 
record of this story to the press, please advis8 tilia office as soon as 
possible. 

Further, this office has received numerous letters, .mployment 
'_"b!~ COrds, and bills for lrIr. van Altena which were forwarded to U8 by 

s former employers at Lufthansa. hese are enclosed with this OM• 

CONS :~:GHHaselton/jk 

I_I _ GROUP :3 
Downgraded at l2-year intervals, 
not automaticall.y declassified. 

COOFIDENTIAL 
* u. S. GOVERNMENT PRINTING OFFICE : 1981./-578331 

.....--I.-!~"l-""'I 
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SECRET 

Classificatio1lCharge: Control: 026 

Date: January 7, 1965Y.2 
1000 HOURSMIN3 

ACTION: SecState WASH PRIORITY 866l'SCCB 
POL::: 

INFO: Amembassy BONN 756:1515 
10 

SUBJECT: John van AltenaF&R 

REF: Berlintel 858 to Dept, 749 to Bonn 

Von Winterfeld phoned Mission evening Jan 7 to say Kaul 

had informed him that van Altena had been given eight-year 

sentence. Kaul has already appealed sentence. He told 

Winterfeld that fact of sentence does not repeat not in itself 

mean that East will be unable to negotiate van Altena release 

in connection lawyers' exchange deal. 

Comment. While Kaul indication of continuing Eastern 

flexibility re van Altena release sounds hopeful, we would 

warn against excessive optimism on this score. It still re­

mains unclear to what extent Kaul has been pushing own private 

interests, and to what extent he has been conveying official 

East German views. Truth on this key point will presumably 

only emerge in course of planned discussions between Senat 

and East German representatives. As of evening Jan 7 East 

had not repeat not, so far as Mission informed, replied to 

Senat communication indicating readiness to meet. 
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Winterfeld will be in touch with Kaul, and Mission viII 

of course remain in contact with both Winterfeld and Senat, 

and will report further developments as they occur. 

Since Winterfeld will presumably be in touch with family 

on sentence. Mission sees no reason why Department should not 

now inform family. 
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Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of America 
10/2 OUTGOING US MISSION, BERLIN 1?L ?--9 

SECRET FILE ROOM COpy 
ClassificatiollCharge: Control: 013 D15'1' : 

E.\5-3 
MU-- 3 Date: 5 Janu~r-.r 1965 
PCI,...2 ACTION: SecState WASH PRIORITY 1'58 11h5 hours 
U ,r:( ~ 

F6cft--- INFO: Amembassy BONN 749 ~ this dec:urpent censisb of __.. page) 
Nu..,kf'r f.. _.•1 /0 c_alf'5. S .. d",s . ~ SUBJECT: John van Altena 

REF: Berlintel 854 to Dept, 744 to Bonn 

::rlf/V 
Von Winterfeld telephoned Mission afternoon ~ 5 with 

:T~'"
information that van Altena trial was completed -.r 5 and 

::rlflll 
sentence is due ... 7. Trial took place in Neubrandenburg, 

not East Berlin. Winterfeld did not know why. (We would 

guess that it is possibly easier for regime to run rigged 

trial in provincial city, as was done in Hammerstein case.) 

Prosecution asked for eight year sentence on charge of "organized 

enticement to defection in an aggravated form through use of a 

weapon." According Winterfeld, Kaul made plea to change 

charge to "assistance in offense against pass law." Conviction 

on latter charge would carry much lighter sentence, probably 

of order of two years. Winterfeld said he will call Mission 
TI>tJ 

013/wdk ... 7 as soon as he hears from Kaul following sentence. Winter-
Tift.! 

feld plans to meet with Kaul ... 8, and said he would report 

to Mission by telephone after meeting. 

Mission officer told Winterfeld in explicit terms that 

van Altena release was firm Allied condition for lifting of 
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Date: 
-2­

ban on Kaul's entry to West Berlin. Winterfeld said he 

would again convey this to Kaul. 

Mission officer suggested that Winterfeld not repeat 

not inform van Altena family of prosecution request for 

eight-year sentence pending pronouncement of sentence. 

Winterfeld agreed. Mission suggests Dept also withhold 

information from family at this stage since it would doubtless 

be source of great concern and since actual sentence may in 

fact he different. 
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ClassificationCharge: Control: 006 

DIST : Date: 4 January 1965 
EAS-3 1745 HoursACTION: SecState WASH PRIORITY aS4MIN-3 
USCOB 

INFO: Amembassy BONNASAG ZWJ. n·,,':.m/u 01 
SUBJECT: John van Altena'~ / /0 i <. -' ric.F&R 

REF: Berlintel 852 to Dept, 741 to Bonn 

Mission officer saw Senatsrat Korber Jan 4 -- Korber will 

be negotiating on lawyers' exchange deal with East -- to make 

clear that in Allied view van Altena release was condition for 

lifting ban on Kaul's entry into West Berlin. (We received 

specific British and French confirmation of this point earlier 

in day.) Korber expressed understanding of US views on case, 

and did not in any way demur to establishment of close link 

between two aspects. Mission officer said that Korber could 

in his ne gotiations with East refer to fact that Allied condition 

for lifting ban on Kaul had already been conveyed throug h von 

Winterfeld channel. Latter has already been made aware of fact 

of link in US view, and Mission officer will reinforce this 

point when, as is planned, he hears from Winterfeld on conclusion 

van Altena trial Jan 5. We feel, in short, that there is no 

doubt left on matter on any side here. 
o06/wdk 

Korber said East has not replied to his communication 
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suggesting meeting after Jan 6, but he believes he will hear 

shortly. He confirmed that he will raise lawyers' deal at 

meeting. 
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T~L~GRAM Foreign Service of the 
~ ~ United States of America 

OUTGOING F~~y~~~;; COru.s. MISSION EERLIN 15(1 

EAS-3 SECRET 
USCOB Classifi ca tioll
lUN-3 Charge: Control: 001 

POL-2 

ECON Date: 2 Jan.' 198ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 852 PRIORITY 
USIS 2:00 P.M. 

INFO: AmEmbassy BONN 741 ROUTINEASAG 
lO/il SUBJECT: JaM van Altena
CONS 
F&R REF: Deptel 187} to Bonn, 5}o to Berlin 

We believe Senat is fully aware of connection we make between lawyers' 

deal ani van Altena release, and themselves attach importance to link in 

sense they are anxious to realize deal, which is one of Branit's "small 

steps." It should at same time be borne in mind tnat balance of advantage 

in realization of lawyers' deal is generally Ulought to be on Western 

Side. East is primarily interested in deal as means of cracking ban on 

Kaul's entry to West Berlin. Apart from this aspeot, Eastern interest 

probably less than Senat' s. OUler Eastern lawyers-Vogel. for example­

are already lioensed to practice in West Berlin and oan do so at any time 

if pennitted by GDR regime. Thus, lifting ban on Kaul is chief leverage 

aVailable to Senat to bring about deal (ani to us in bringing about 

van Altena' s release tb.rough lawyers' deal). It is diffioult to say how 

much East interested at present time in cracking ban on Kaul. Kaul him­

selt' has of course been active in suggesting to von W1nterfeld tnat 

Eastern interest is high, but there is possibility that he. has been 

exaggerating offic1al Eastern interest for his own private purposes. 

(Vogel has suggested tnat this may be case.) Clarification this point 

will presumably only emerge from discussions between Senat ani East German 

representatives on lawyers' deal due early this monUl. 

We intend to pursue matter actively Monday, January 4, wiUl British 

ani French, Senat, ani von Winterfeld in order to make clear our interest 

in obtaining van Altena release in conneotion lawyers' deal. 

ool/1 5/1/s c GP-}~ CAIHOUN 
EAS:F ~llc 

SECRET REPRODUCTION FROM THIS COPY IS 
Classi/icll tioll PROHIBITED Ull.ESS "UNClASSIRED" 

OFFIC1AL FILE COPY 

bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line



• :343P RIO R I T Y INFO. 
USCOB 
rITIT 3 
PO~ 
ECON 
U8IS 
A"AG 
IO/U 
CONS DEPART ~E T 
F&R 

~o 530 - ~l 

o NO ACTION 
REQUIRED I 1')",. 

DATE __--
~~~~ 

--+-~--::::­
t !1,'IAlS __.

DECE~BER 

UBjEC'f. ·OHN - A[ ALTENA 
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r:TH PROPOS'"-J 0 SUGGEST It1PL - .:r co NEe' 10 BET E­
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PROPOS AL ] 5 SUGGES .D _N ORDE LE, VE .'lC AVE lUE ~ U EXPLORED 
I . OUR EF_ORTST SECU E VA' ALrEI A ELI SE 

\1.:TH RESPECT _0 _ BASS _ STATE EI~1' '.'1 T lS I NTERES T IN VAN 
AL.TEtlA QTE H 

IN SEN T 
EXCHANG~ U QT 
CLEAR WITH 
CONSIDER 
ABE DISTURBED 
IMPORT I ICE 

RELEASE ~ AilD 
~ A\lJ [- 5..- I:C 
EXCHANGE-- 'r IG 

S TOT Bt.:EN . T1CU~... R~ Y 1 
D ES1 GERMAN DELIB· I r:ONS 

,DE? BELIE/ES PE SOUL 
WEST GE.MANSQ THUS EMB~ sy 

SOO iEST FEA 18r- _TV INFORM! G 
AT THE! APPAREPT f.":: . -

..:-..:..:..:::-..:...~=----~~ 

TO 

~r-. - PARTICU ARLI . l\lY 

GE NOT BE LOST« 
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EAS-3 

SECRET FILE ROOM COP)USCOB 
Classificatio1lNIN-3 Charge: FoL-Control: 138 'Z--~ 

POL-.2 
USIS Date: 31 Dec. 1964 
ASAG 5:00 P.M.ro/u ACTION: SecState WASH 850 PRIORITY 

Fill 
INFO: Amembassy BONN 739 


SUBJECT: John van Altena 


REF: A.) Deptel 1861 to Bonn, 527 to Berlin 

B.) Bonn tel 2458 to Dept, 727 to Berlin 

Mission fully appreciates and shares Dept's concern in van 

Altena case as conveyed ref A. 

Following telecon with Emb Bonn, Mission protocol officer 

(Meehan) broached van Altena with Sov Emb East Berlin official 

Rayevich who called at Mission Dec 31 to convey New Year's 

greetings on behalf of Panin. Without going into circumstances 

of van Altena's arrest, Meehan said we understood he was about 

to be brought to trial, and asked Sove, on behalf of American 

Chargl in Bonn, to use good offices to bring about his release. 

Meehan stressed concern felt by US over case, and requested that 

Abrasimov (who reappeared publicly in East Berlin Dec 29) be 

informed. Rayevich promised to do so. He made no comment on 

matter. 

We are not sanguine that approach to Sovs will do any posi­

tive good, although it is just conceivable that they might be 
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Date:
-2­

interested in interceding with East Germans in some fashion as 

favor to us. In any case, we do not believe that approach to 

Sovs at this stage will do any harm, and it satisfies principle 

of exploring every avenue. 

In the light of our experiences with GDR handling of earlier 

prisoner cases, suggestions contained in numbered para one ref A 

seem to us of somewhat doubtful utility. Embassy Bonn has already 

expressed certain reservations (ref B) on fiber plant aspect which 

seem cogent to us. We would confine ourselves to additional 

observation that if explicit connection between van Altena and 

fiber plant deal were not rpt not made, East Germans would hardly 

be impressed by mere reference to fact US government is under 

pressure. Such pressure stems from FRG government, and East 

German regime is never disturbed by anything which produces 

strains in Washington-Bonn relations. 

As to question of GDR image, regime has not to our knowledge 

shown any concern in past on this issue in relation to prisoner 

cases. Nor has regime shown any regard for US (or other) prisoners 

on account of youth. Dept will recall that Robert Mann was at 
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time of his arrest even younger than van Altena, yet had to 

serve out his sentence despite repeated appeals for clemency. 
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PAGE TWO BONN 'S 727 CONTROL: 334 

IF OUR CONNECTION OF THE TWO I ERS S jLT I N A G R RELEAS F 
VAN. ALTENA, IT WOULD BE NECESSARY FOR US TO DELIVER" THE LICENSE., 
THIS IN TURN \JI0ULD PROBABLY BECOME KN UN AN LEAD TO CHARGES 
or A "DEAL". THE E BASSY CONS D RS THA t [ COULD HANDLE GOVT 
COMPLAINTs THIs SCORE, B I t FO MING TH EM THAT US INTERESTS 
REQUIRED THE MO E AFTER OTHER RECOURSE HI D FAI LED. P [SS AND 
PUBLIC REACTION, HOWEVER, COULD BECOME SI RPLY CR ITI CAL 
IF THE LITWIN LIC NS ING MATTE S TOO (, 0 LICA ED TO USE, PERH PSf, 

THERE ARE OTH ER L CE NS ES, OR A I TIONAL " - E T ORDERS, WHICH COULD BE 
UsED FOR THE FURP OSE. I N TH E W LE MAT' E" E CANNOT EsCAPE THE 
FEELING mAT THE LITttl I PROJ[C"" H S ALHE DY BROUGHT US INTO SO 
MUCH HOT WATER IN THE FRG THAT WE RUN # H~ RISK or INCREASING 
THE DIFFICULTIES ON THIs SCORE I F WE INT:RJECT T INTO THE VAN 
ALTENA CASE Q IF I PUTS Us INTO T E PO~) I T ON OF HAVING ' TO FISH 
OR CUT BAIT, WE WOULD HAVE CRE TED B.IGGER ROBLEMS H N WE 
ARE ALREADY CONFRO NTED WITH . 

AS TO WORDING, IT SEEMS TO US REFERAB· ...£ SI MPLY TO STATE THAT THE 
ACTION WOULD BE HIGHLY UNPOPULAR WITH H US PUBLIC, RATHER THAN TO 
TALK ABOUT A wGDR" IMAGE SUGGESTING TH T A FAVORABLE PICTURE 
[XISTS WHICH GOULD BE DAMAGED Q 

WE SEE NO OBJECTIONS TO AN APPltO eH TO P NIN" BALAN~ I NG OFr THE 
n~o CONsIDERATIO ,THAT IT MIG T EDU,:E [ 'AST GERMAN FLEXIB I LITY 
(WHICH Is ONLY A POSSIBILITY), . GAI NST THE FACT THAT THE USG 

. WILL BE OBLIGED TO RESORT TO F T ER M... ASURE IN EVENT OF A LONG 
SENTENCE BEING GIVEN, WE TH I NK E LAT tER IS OVERRIDING. THE 
CHARGE HAS ACCOR I NGLY, T USB ~R'S SUG ,ESTION, UTHORIZED AN 
APPROACH IN . HIS NAME AT A MEETING WITH A sOVI ET EMBASSY REP­
REsENTATIVE SCHEDULED FOR TOD AY ON ANOTHER MArTERo 

WE HAVE LITTLE OR NO LEVERAGE IN SUCH . ATTERS J AND EXPECTATIONS 
OF GAINING SOME IN THIs CASE T ROUGH E 51-WEST GERMAN DE ALINGS 
HAVE BEEN sUCCEsSIVELY DISAPPOI TED ~ IT S OUR JUDGMENT THAT THE 
US INTEREST HAS BEEN CYNICALLY MAN PUL TED BY KAUL, AND HAS NOT 
BEEN PARTICUL RLY TAKEN INTO c o SIDERATI N I N SENA! AND WEST 
GERMAN DELIBERATI ONS ON THE MAtTER OF AWYER EXCHANGE. PENDING 
THE OUTCOME OF T E VAN ALTENA CASE , WE S OULD CONs l ER HOW WE 
CAN BEST REGISTER OUR S ENTIME~TS ON THISWI H THE WEST GERMANS. 

GP ....3 HILLENBRA 

~__~____________________~__~S ~jE~~~~__~________~__________~ 
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Charge: Cla ssi/i ca t i on
USCOl' Control: 126 
MIN-3 
PO~ Date: 29 Dec. 1964 
ASAG 6 : 00 P.M. ro/ u ACTION: SecState WASH 84t 
USIS 
CONS INFO: Amembassy BO NN 729 
F&R 

SUBJECT: John van Altena 

REF: Berlintel 833 -----to Dept, 123 to Bonn 

Von Winterfeld informed Mission Dec 29 that he conveyed 

Senat-authorized message to Kaul on lawyers' deal Dec 23. 

Kaul has replied that message is "completely worthless" on 

account of lack of binding commitment on deal. He confirmed that 

trial set for Jan 5 and that he will conduct defense. Winterfeld 

expects to talk with Kaul after trial (Kaul is due in Frankfurt/ 

Main for Auschwitz trial Jan 6). 

Comment. Message as authorized by Senat was to effect that 

(1) there is reason to believe that lawyers' deal will be realized 

in January, and (2) all preparatory internal work on Western side 

has been successfully completed. Language of message hardly seems 

justify Kaul evaluation that it was worthless because not binding. 

Senat has in any case been in touch with East Berlin attorney 

Vogel since it got green light for lawyers' deal from Bonn, and 

East authorities must therefore be aware through this channel of 

seriousness of Senat's intention to proceed with deal. Possibly 
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-2- Date: 

preparations for van Altena trial had proceeded too far to be 

stopped by time Kaul got message. Possibly also he has not 

in fact as much control of van Altena as he led Winterfeld to 

believe. 

In practical terms. we now face trial Jan 5 and. also in 

early January. discussions between Senat and East German repre­

sentatives on implementation of lawyers' deal. Will obviously 

be important to ensure that van Altena release is directly 

related to final Western agreement to proceed with deal. 

When I saw Gov Mayor today on other matters I summarized 

main developments reported above. which are also being conveyed 

to Spangenberg by Winterfeld. Brandt said he would talk to 

Spangenberg about matter and we will follow up with latter. 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING u.s. MISSION BERLIN Copy Number: / 

EAS-3 

A10ffi Charge: 
U::;COB ACTION:MlN-3 
POL-2 INFO:usrs 
IC/U REF:ASAG 
CONS SUBJ: 

SECRET 

Classification 

SeeS tate WASHINGTON 
794 

Amembassy BONN 694 

Deptel 490. 1746 to Bonn 

John van Altena 

Control: 

Date: 

Po,- ')..9 
FILE ROOM COpy 

r:t75 

16 Dec. 1964 
6:00 P.M. 

Senat official (Spangenberg) informed Mission officer 

December 15 that Senat had sent concrete proposal for lawyers' 

exchange to Bonn about eight days ago. While Federal authorities 

regarded this matter primarily as problem for Senat. Spangenberg 

said, Berlin wants FRG Government approval before raising 

proposal with East Germans. Spangenberg was hopeful that Senat 

would receive green light from Bonn during next few days. He 

assured Mission officer that Senat would make van Altena's 

release pre-condition for moving ahead with lawyers' exchange. 

~lk,****W~*flk*Jlil*r~***k.ltkXfllkl.k*lIIa~lr.lIlllJII~ 
••iI"MiR".*~~ As for channel to be used to finalize exchange. 

Spangenberg said Senat considering various possibilities. in­

cluding International Red Cross or West and East Berlin lawyers, 

but would probably decide to use Korber-Wendt channel. Once 

lawyers' exchange had been agreed in principle by Korber and 

Wendt. lawyers would get together to work out details. 
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In discussion with Ambassador and myself on December 16, 

Brandt elaborated on above. He explained that, starting from 

widely differing views re number of lawyers to be involved, 

Federal government and Senat now had compromised on proposal 

to designate four lawyers from each side. Re channel, Brandt 

expressed strong preference for International Red Cross 

representative. However, East Germans had indicated (through 

East Berlin lawyer Vogel) that this would be unacceptable to 

them and that they preferred use of Korber-Wendt channel. Brandt 

added that Bonn had now agreed to use of this channel. 

I asked Brandt whether it was not now possible -- in view 

apparent likelihood that Senat and FRG authorities would reach 
f~Siln..b 

agreement very shortly on lawyers' exchange --~to authorize 

von Winterfeld to send letter ~II"IE~ to Kaul indicating 

that exchange approved in principle. It will be recalled (para. 2 

Berlintel 747 to Dept., 651 to Bonn) that von Winterfeld informed 

Mission that such communication would in itself be sufficient to 

bring about van Altena's release. BrfOdt reacted positively to 
commi;tt.~

suggestion, without, however,~himself finally, pre­

sumably because he first wished to check with officials 
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(principally Spangenberg) working on details of deal. We 

UP. ~;;;;!..
intend to fo11ow/W~th Spangenberg on this pointl!"rrMMMMM.~ 
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SECRET 

Classifi catio1lCharge: 	 Control: 014 Po t, ;:...) 
EAS-3 

SecState WASH 701MIN-3 	 Date: DECE..'ffiER 3 1964 
USCOB ACTION: UU1UfIfUn~llIi;..--l-""­ 1715 hrs 
POL-2 	 Amembassy BONN 
ECON INFO: ~1f1f1'.'IfX"11 651 
USIS 

SUBJECT: John Van A1tenaASAG 
ro/ u 
F&R REF: 	 Ber1intel 721 to Dept, 622 to Bonn 

Davis (Bonn) - Meehan (Berlin) Dec 3 Telecon 

Mission officer called Berlin Senat Chief of Chancery 

Spangenberg Dec 2 to inquire re status of East-West Berlin 

lawyers' exchange proposal. Spangenberg said he had discussed 

matter with State Secretary Krautwig of All-German Affairs 

Ministry Nov 30. Without going into details of his di~cussion 

with Krautwig, Spangenberg indicated that he was hopeful that 

decision to proceed with exchange would be forthcoming. He 

gave us to understand that issue would be subject to further 

high-level discussion in Bonn. When asked as to timing, 

Spangenberg said he hoped that a decision would be reached "in 

next week." He said he hoped it would be possible by then to 

let East know through lawyers that firm decision had been 

reached in principle to proceed with exchange and, on this 

basis, bring about Van Altena release. Spangenberg said he 

would communicate with Mission as soon as he had anything further 

to report. 
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Von Winterfeld informed Mission Dec 2 that Kaul told 

him Nov 26 that East would release Van Altena if Winterfeld 

were authorized to make written statement (1) that West agreed 

to lawyers' deal in prinCiple, although (2) it was uncertain 

when deal would come into force. Winterfeld told Spangenberg 

immediately of Kaul Nov 26 offer, which he (Winterfeld) regards 

as considerable concession, and Spangenberg said he would 

enquire whether Winterfeld could be given such authorization. 

Presumably this is issue which now subject further discussion 

in Bonn. 

Winterfeld told Mission there are two new factors which 

make quick decision desirable. (1) Van Altena has been trans­

ferred to jurisdiction of East Berlin city court. In Winter­

reId view, transfer is grounds for concern that ability of 

security authorities to release Van Altena without trial might 

lapse, or other difficulties might arise. (2) Kaul has been 

hospitalized through mid-December at least. Winterfeld apparently 

believes Kaul's hospitalization could have unfortunate effect on 

case, presumably because Kaul's influence -- which, according 

Winterfeld, is in favor of Van Altena release as part of lawyers' 
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deal -- would be weakened. 

Embassy may wish to inquire whether decision on deal is 

likely to be forthcoming quickly. 
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ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON This document COnsi sts of 2 pages.1O/ U 721 
CONS Copy: I of 18 copies . Ser ies A. 
Dir. ROWMI'i FO : Amembas sy BONN 622 
(USIA) 

SUBJECT: John van AltenaF&R 

REFERENCE: Berlintel 711 to Dept., 618 to Bonn 

I discussed van Altena case in relation to lawyers' 

exchange proposal with GovMayor Brandt Nov. 20. 

GovMayor expressed sympathy with our desire to bring 

about van Altena release. In reply to my question as to present 
lawyers' 

status of ~••,..~ exchange, he said that discussions were 

taking place in Bonn between Senat liaison office there (Hartkopf) 

and All-German Affairs Ministry. Brandt said that Ministry wants 

to raise number of lawyers on both sides, and also to differentiate 

between lawyers who would be available for criminal cases and 

others who would handle only economic cases. (Von Winterfeld has 

indicated that this is in fact Ministry's position.) Brandt 

indicated that he was not in favor of such differentiation but 

did not give impression of holding very strong views on matter. 

Besides these considerations, Bonn discussions were also concerned 

with Kaul, since from East viewpoint he was clearly intended 
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to figure in exchange. 

Brandt indicated that following discussion at Hartkopf 

level, question of exchange would be referred to committee of 

state secretaries. He promised to try to move matters along, 

and instructed Senat chief of chancery Spangenberg to take matter 

up with Senator Schuetz Saturday and to get in touch with Mission 

hopefully early next week to discuss status of Senat-FRG 

consultations. ~randt will be entire week at Karlsruhe SPD meeting.) 

Gov Mayor said he hoped to be able to associate IRC 

representative Beckh with any deal involving Kaul's readmission 

to West Berlin. IRC recommendation in favor of lawyers' 

exchange--which, he said, had been made by Beckh in past -- wo~ld 

make it much easier for Senat and West Berlin public to "swallow" 

Kaul. 

Brandt said he had impression that Allies in Berlin would 

agree to lifting of ban on Kaul t.x••zxt. if Senat so requested. 

confirmed that this was also my impression from informal discussion 

with my British and French colleagues. 
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Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of America 
15/2 OUTGOING U"S. MISSiON BERLIN 

p 

EA 3 
ClassificationCharge: Control: 113USCOB 

M-3 
Dorte: 18 Nov. 1964POL-2 

2:00 P.M.ECON ACTION: SecState W~N 711
USIS 
ASAG INFO: Amembassy OONN 618 This docum~t consists of 2 pages.IO/U 

Copy No. ~ of 15 copies. ~eries A.F&R-2 ·SUBJ: JOM van Altena 

REF: A" Berlinte1 666 to Dept,,~ 580 to Borm 
B. BoIUltel 1888 to Dept", 560 to Berlin 
C. Eerl1ntel 709 to Dept", 616 to Bonn 

Von Winterf'eld informed Mission November 17 that East Germans 

would now release van Altena if' East-West Berlin lawyers' exc~ 

were worked out. (Under exohange.. small number of East Berlin 

lawyers, inclUding Kaul, would be permitted to practice in West 

Berlin courts, and vice versa. Scheme has been hanging fire f'or 

over year, presumably because of Senat and FRO reluctance to accept 

political odium involved in letting Kaul back into West Berlin.) 

According Wlnterf'eld, proposal which he raised (re:ftel A) :for van 

Altena release .10 return partial lifting of ban on }{aul" enabling 

latter use Tempelhof" has now been abandoned. 

Winterfeld said he discussed prospects for lawyers I exchange 

with Senat chief of' chancery (Spangenberg) November 17, and f'eels 

that so far as Senat concerned, there are hopes of moving f'orward 

quickly" Winterf'eld was not so sure of FRG Government attitude to 

exchange. He is in touch with COO Bundestag deputy Max Guede on 
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matter (he and Guede have a.pparently worked olosely on previous Ea.st-

West German prisoner deals), and said he (W1nterfeld) expects to be 

in Berlin at beginning next week for further consultation with 

Senat (and Mission). 

Mission intends November 19 or 20 to inquire of Senat (at 

GovMayor level) regarding their intentions on lawyers I exchange and will 

at same time inform local BriUsb and French of new basis proposed for 

van Altena release and request their views. (We already asked Br1tish 

and Frenoh for their views re partial lifting of Kaul ban.. but have 

not so far had reply.) 

Embassy may wish consider further disoussion with Germans.. BrItish, 

and French re lawyer exchange (and removing Kaul from list of "undesirable 

persons"), with view to exped1Ung efforts obta1.n 'Van Altena release. 

We gather (reftel B) that FRG favors lawyer exchange.. BriUsh Embassy 

possibly reluctant to rescind ban on Kaul entirely~ and FrenCh Embassy 

non.. commi tta1• 

. Mission will brief Alperovitz generally on latest developments 

prior his departure November 19 from Berlin (reftel C). 

OP-3. 
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OUTGOING u.s. MISSION BERLIN 

EAS-3 
SECRET 

Classi/ica tiollUSCOB Charge: Control: 
109 

PO~ Date: 16 Nov. 1964USIS ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 709 
8:00 P.M.ASAG 

CONS INFO: Amembassy BONN 616 
ro/u This do~ent consists of 2 pages.
F&R SUBJ: John van A1tena Copy / of 14 copies, aeries • 

REF: Depte1 1306 to Bonn, 360 to Berlin 

Mission has briefed A1perovitz fully on status van Altena 

case on confidential basis. He has been told (1) of offer 

of deal conveyed by von Winterfe1d re partial lifting of ban 

on Kaul, (2) that initial soundings with Allies and Germans 

in Bonn indicate that we may be able to go ahead shortly with 

a reply to deal offer, and (3) that Mission is about to 

approach British and French here, and Senate Political 

delicacy of Kaul case for Senat, and background of lawyers' 

exchange deal between East and West Berlin were also explained. 

Alperovitz expressed thanks for briefing, and asked if he 

could do anything useful in case, for example, by approach to 

Senat or Winterfeld. We dissuaded him from approaching latter, 

and said we would be in better position to advise him re 

possible approach to Senat after we had ourselves taken initiative 

there. We also explained difficulties which would arise in any 

efforts on A1perovitz's part to see van A1tena in prison. 

SECRET
C I ass i J i cat i 0 11 

REPRODUCTION fROM THIS COPY IS 
PROHIBITED Ufl.ESS "UNCWSIFIED" 

OFFICIAL FILE COPY 


bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line



... 

Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 

Charge: Classification Control: 109 

-2- Date: 

Alperovitz seemed satisfied that nothing could usefully be 

done on this score. 

Alperovitz will be in Berlin until Thursday. Mission will 

be in touch with him during this time and will brief him on 

status of case prior his departure. 

Alperovitz asked that Department pass message to Senator 

Nelson's office to effect that he has had thorough consultation 

with Mission on case, will be in further touch with Mission 

during his stay, for time being believes that no further action 

on his part is considered desirable, and will report further on 

case to Senator's office when he is in Western Europe. 
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SECRET 

MIN 3 Charge: 	 Classifi cation Control: 49
USCOB 
EAS 3 Dorte" November 10, 1964 
POL 2 	 " 2000 HOURS 

ACTION: 	 SecState WASH PRIORITY 666ISAG 
IQ/U 

INFO: 	 Amembassy BONN 580 AMB 
F&R 

SUBJ: 	 John van Altena 

REF: 	 A) Deptel 1296 to Bonn, 358 to Berlin 
B) Ford (GER) - Meehan (USBER) Telecon of Nov 9 

Von Winterfeld called at Mission Nov 10. He said that 

question of authorization from US Govt was no longer an issue. 

He did not respond to suggestion made to him previously 

(in accordance ref A) that US authorities might inform FRG Govt 

that we had no objection to his arranging legal protection for 

van Altena. Question of authorization or some form of state­

ment to FRG may therefore be considered closed for present. 

Winterfeld said he had talked with East (presumably Kaul) 

over weekend. He could say that van Altena would be released 

immediately if ban on Kaul's entry to West Berlin were lifted. 

Winterfeld added that van Altena would be released even if ban 

on Kaul only partially lifted, in sense he would be permitted 

to travel through US Sector to and from Tempelhof. Clarifying 

latter proposal, Winterfeld said Kaul heavily inconvenienced 

at present by fact he has to drive to Frankfurt/Main to take 
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part in Auschwitz trial. If ban partially lifted, Kaul would 

be able fly to and fro between Berlin and Frankfurt. 

Winterreld said he would be meeting Kaul Nov 11 at 

Helmstedt to discuss case. He asked what he might tell Kaul 

of US views. Winterfeld also mentioned that he hoped to se~ 

West Berlin Senat representative later Nov 10 on Kaul. In 

addition, he said that he had taken steps to ascertain views 

of British Embassy Bonn re lifting ban on Kaul. 

Mission officer said he was unable to give Winterfeld 

any kind of official instructions re his meeting with Kaul. 

Questions raised by Winterfeld re Kaul were complicated. A 

number of interests, Allied and German, were involved. Mission 

officer said he would report Winterfeld's suggestions and hoped 

to be in touch with him before long. Meantime, so far as meeting 

with Kaul was concerned, best course might be simply to keep 

matter open and play for time until proposals could be studied. 

Winterfeld said he would take this line with Kaul. 

Comment: It is now clear that. as was suggested in earlier 

Mission messages, van Altena case is being used by East to try 

(Senat in consultation with Bonn Uovt) 


to crack ban on Kaul. Germans/have been considering lifting 
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ban for long time in connection various proposals to permit 

small number of East lawyers to practice in West Berlin 

courts and vice versa. Matter is hot political issue because 

of Kaul's notoriety in West Berlin. We suspect that neither 

West Berlin Senat nor FRG authorities wish take on themselves 

responsibility for lifting ban. Senat Chancery Chief 

(Spangenberg) informed us today that from Senat viewpoint, 

Kaul case was "inactive," and matter under consideration in 

Bonn. While Germans apparently reluctant to move on case 

because of political implications, they would probably not 
object -- indeed th~ might weloome it - ­
/f.~J.C:bi"'.E>C if we were to take initiative on matter. 

This, however, is precisely where, in Mission view, danger 

lies. ~~~~goc~~~~~~~~~~OOU~~~~~b 
Fact that we had done so 

sooner 
would~.r or later become widely known, and we would incur 

considerable public criticism. 

So far as political aspects are concerned, there is no 


real distinction between two proposals made by Winterfeld, 


that is as between complete and partial lifting of ban on 
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Kaul. Either step would require tripar~ite Allied action 

Partial lifting of ban to enable Kaul to use Tempelhof would 

be used as basis from which to press for total lifting of 

ban. Adverse publicity would center on US initiative in 

matter. 

Mission recommends against our taking any initiative 
eoa...t. 

wi th~ to have ban lifted. At same time we believe 

that it would be useful to explore with Germans in Bonn what 
~':4.~..')I(C ..._~___t of s 

that they might/move on issue. 

without difficulty and, hopefully, we could work van Altena 

into arrangement. 

Re suggestion made ref B re possible approach to Sovs 

at protocol officer level in Berlin, we believe that such 

step at present juncture might tend to limit East German 

flexibility on case. At moment, East Germans are apparently 

willing to keep things open until Kaul matter explored. 

Possibly, if Russians introduced into case, East Germans 

might feel they had to play case straight and allow normal 
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legal processes to run. This could have unfortunate effect. 
eorisdde at10n of 

We would therefore suggest that#approach to Sovs be held 

in reserve at this stage pending indication fr~m Germans 

how they intend proceed on Kau1. 

Mission is endeavoring clarify further exact status of 

Winterfe1d. So far as we aware, he 1s not overtly employed 

by FRG authorities, although he apparently has close con­

nections in government circles. Mission will report further 

information on this point as developed. 
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Charge: 
SECRET 

Classification 
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Control: 
0 

10 

M roP" 
Po,­ 1.<j 

ACTION: 

INFO: 

SecState WASHINGTON633 

Amembassy BONN 558 

Date: NOV 3. 1964 
6PM 

KA3 
HIN3 
USCOB 
1012 
USIS 
IO 
ASG 
F&R 
CON 

SUBJ: John van Altena- -
REF: Berlintel 610 to Dept., 536 to Bonn 

Mission received letter from von Winterfeld November 2 

reporting on further contacts which he has had with Kaul. 

Winterfeld states inter alia that it appears probable that 

van Altena will be released in foreseeable future. if Mission 

provides Winterfled with formal power of attorney. If it 

does not, case will probably come to trial. Winterfeld 

further states that if Mission gave power of attorney, fact 

would be kept secret by East German authorities. He proposes 

that text of power of attorney include following: 

"Winterfeld ••••• is authorized to arrange legal 

protection for van Altena in appropriate negotiations, 

and to carry out efforts with the object of van Altena's 

release." 

Winterfeld declares that he would not regard such authorization 

as basis for fee. 

Winterfeld has subsequently informed Mission that he will 

SECRET 
Classi!icatioll 

R9lODUCTIOII fROM THIS COPY IS 
PIOIIIIITED III.ESS 1MO AS5IFIED" 

OFFICIAL FILE COPY 

bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line



I' 

Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 
Charge: Classi/ica tio1l Control: 10 

-2- Date: 

calIon Friday for reply, since he expects to have further 

contacts with Kaul by weekend. 

Comment: So far as is known, Winterfeld has not sent copy 

of his letter to Mission to van Altena family. However, it 

seems reasonable to suppose that family will learn sooner or 

later of his request for official power of attorney. 

On face of it, Winterfeld proposal might seem worth pu~suing. 

Mission is not asked to authorize him to negotiate specifically 

with East German authorities. He also disclaims fee. However, 

Mission fears that case would not develop as simply as he 

suggests. We believe that if we were to give Winterfeld official 

authorization, East would present conditions for van Altena 

release, involving us in potentially long and complex negotiations. 

Specifically, we might become involved in pressures re Kaul status 

in West R~~ Berlin (reftel). We do not see why East has interest 

in releasing van Altena as favo~ to Winterfeld (or us) without 

any strings attached, and we therefore doubt our official authori­

zation alone would materially assist in H~IK~~X¥ release. 

For above reasons, Mission recommends against issuing official 

authorization to Winterfeld. At same time, we recognize 

that there may be factors (family and eventually 
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perhaps congressional pressure) which Dept. may wish to 


consider in reaching decision. Request we be advised by 


c.o.b. Thursday so as to be able to reply to Winterfeld. 

Winterfeld has told Mission that he does not accept 

private cases, since he is FRG govt. lawyer. If Dept. concurs 

recommendation not to give Winterfeld official authorization, 
of coarse 

it is~ossible that he (and Kaul) may drop case altogether. 


In ~~ this event van Altena would presumably obtain 


court appointed defense attorney. 
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ClassificationCharge: Control: 166 

Date: 
ACTION: SecState WASHINGTON 621 

INFO: Amernbassy BONN 547 

SUBJ: John van A1tena 

REF: Ford (GER)-Meehan (USBER) October 30 telecon 
EA3 
MIN3 
USCOB In response to press queries October 30, Mission 
US1S 
ECON confirmed that van Altena arrested in East Berlin October 10, 
POL2 
10 gave family address in U.S., stated Mission endeavoring 
ASG 
CON investigate circumstances of arrest. We did not say that 
F&R 

van Altena arrested while trying to help East Berliners 

escape to West, although press is already speculating in this 

sense. 

Also in response to press queries, Mission confirmed 

that Roy Nelson Jacobs was released from East Berlin shortly 

before van Altena arrest. We said that there was no connection 

between two cases. We also stated that we did not repeat not 

know reasons for Jacobs' aprest, and were unaware his present 

whereabouts or plans. (So far as we know, Jacobs is still in 

West Berlin.> 

u.s. wire services and West Berlin press carried short 
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stories on van Altena and Jacobs October 30-31. 
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ACTION: SecState WASH Date: OCT 28, 1964 
6PM 

INFO: Amembassy BONN 536 

EA.3 SUBJECT: John van Altena 
MIN3 Ref: Berlintel 582 to Dept, 514 to Bonn 
CON 
F&R Mission was approached Oct 27 by Achim von Winterfeld. 

-u;/u Hannover lawyer who has close connections with FRG government, 
{)SGOB 
A'~~ on van Altena case. Winterfeld showed Mission officer a letter 

~'~~WhiCh he had received from Gerd Rinck, law professor at Goettingen 

UniverSity, asking him on behalf of van Altena's father to "repre­

sent John's interests in every respect." Mission is uninformed 

as to background of van Altena family approach to Rinck and 

would be grateful for any information Dept may be able to provide. 

(Rinck letter to Winterfeld refers to fact van Altena family has 

been in touch with Office of Special Consular Services.) 

Winterfeld asked Mission to give him written authorization 

from US Govt to represent van Altena for purpose of dealing with 

East German authorities. He was told that Mission unable to 

provide such authorization. US Govt had not retained lawyers 

in cases of Americans detained in East Germany. Families of 

detainees had hired lawyers privately. 

Winterfeld inquired whether family would wish to employ 

services of East Berlin lawyer FriedriCh Karl Kaul (with whom 
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he is known to have close connections). Mission officer said 

he had no information on this point. Winterfeld said he would 

be in touch soon with family, and he will presumably ask whether 

parents intend retain Kaul. Winterfeld has indicated that be 

believes that Kaul may be able to bring about van Altena's 

release. possibly before case comes to trial. Conceivably, pay­

ment of "ransom" by family would be involved. He may so inform 

family also. 

As Dept aware, Kaul is used extensively by East German regime 

for political purposes. At request of West Berlin Senat after 

Wall, Allies put Kaul on list of undesirable East Germans not 

permitted entry into West Berlin. In discussing van Altena case 

with Winterfeld, Kaul mentioned his interest in persuading US 

authorities to use their influence to have him removed from list 

of undesirables. It is, therefore, more than likely that Kaul, 

if retained by van Altena family, would attempt to use case for 

his own purposes which are not merely private but have political 

content affecting relationships between Allies and West Berlin 
in 

Senate In addition,/view Kaul's official status as spokesman 

of East German regime, it would be undesirable for Mission to 

SECRET 
Classification 

REPRODUCTION FlOM THIS Copy IS 
PROHIIITED UNLESS ''UNCLASSIFIED'' 

OFFICIAL FILE COPY 

bthompson
Line

bthompson
Line



Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING 

SECRET 

C I ass ifi cat i 0 71Charge: Control: 


-3­ Date: 

establish direct contact with him such as we have had in past 

with Vogel in other US prisoner cases. (Vogel is not, so far 

as is known, SED member, nor has he been used by regime for 

overt political purposes). 

Dept may wish to provide family with background on Kaul 

based on above. While Mission does not rpt not believe that 

US Govt should tell family that it should not rpt not hire Kaul 

he may be in best position to do something for van Altena -- we 

believe that we should make clear at outset that we would not 

be able on political grounds to maintain contact with Kaul on 

case. Family would be dependent on Winterfeld and latter's re­

lations with Kaul. Mission would, however, be able to stay in 

touch with Winterfeld. 
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Foreign Service of theTELEGRAM United States of America 
OUTGOING US MISSION, BERLIN I=IlE ROOM rop9/2 

FAS) 

MIN) CONFIDENTIAL 


Cl a ssifi cationCONS Charge: Control: 114 
1&R 2 

Date: October 20, 1964 
1615 HOURS 

ACTION: SecState WASH 582 

INFO: Amembassy BONN 514 

SUBJECT: John van Altena 

Ref: Dept tel 306 to Berlin, 1097 to Bonn 

Of three attorneys listed Berlin A-75 as indicating interest 

in accepting East Berlin cases, one has now said that he cannot. 

Other two indicate they would have to work through corresponding 

attorney in East Berlin. They would almost certainly not be 

able to represent client in court. 

Mission would not repeat not recommend that family try to 

engage West Berlin attorney on this basis. Considerable expense 

would be involved, and we doubt that attorney would be able to 

do much more than stay in touch with corresponding attorney in 

East Berlin. We would hope that Mission will be able to maintain 

contact with court-appointed attorney with Vogel's assistance, 

even though latter does not intend accept case himself. 

While court-appointed attorney will probably not sound very 

reassuring proposition to family,there is no real practical alter­

native. Since case is "political," role of defense attorney is 
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Date: October 20, 1964 
1530 HooRS 

ACTION: 	 AmConsul HAMBURG 07 

INFO: 	 SecState WASH 578 

AmEmbassy BONN 511 


SUBJECT: John van Altena 

REFERENCE: Hamburgtel 90 Dept., 48 Bonn 

Mission requests (by pouch) copy of Klosz interview 

with Hamburg police. c.. 
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Charge: 

ACTION: 

INFO: 

SUBJECT: John van Altena 

REFERENCE: Berlintel 545 to Dept., 487 to Bonn, 04 to Hamburg 

East Berlin attorney Wolfgang Vogel has confirmed that 

van Altena is imprisoned in East Berlin on charge of 

attempting smuggle East Berlin woman and child to West Berlin 

in his car. Only new factor re escape attempt introduced 

by Vogel is suggestion (attributed by Vogel to East German 

security authorities) that van Altena might have taken part 

for financial gain. Vogel indicated that he was inclined 

to doubt this, but he did not say why. Vogel also described 

escape attempt as "amateurish." 
Vogel estimates on basis past experience that 

investigative arrest will last at least two months, with 

trial occurring toward end of year. He said he does not 

intend to accept case because of difficulties he has 

experienced with American cases in past. This connection, he 

mentioned James B. Donovan account of Vogel role in his book 

on Powers-Abel case, and fact that Gabriele Hammerstein 

preferred formal charges of theft against him with West Berlin 

authorities. In response to request, Vogel said that he would 
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nevertheless keep an eye on van Altena case and let Mission 

know of developments. He assumed van Altena would be given 
court-appointed attorney. 

Request ConGen Hamburg interview Werner Kloss to 

develop further information on background of escape attempt, 
including question whether van Altena acting for money. 

Mission has received no press queries to date. 

Comment: Van Altena is one of more serious American 
cases since Wall. He was caught with escapees in his car. 

Mann and Loba, by contrast, were only involved in carrying 

identity documents intended to be used in escapes which never 

got started. Sentence may be correspondingly severe. In view 
recent mass tunnel escape and shooting of border guard, East 

German authorities' mood at moment is probably punitive, although 

this may wear off somewhat in interval before trial. 
Department may wish to suggest to family that they send 

mail for van Altena in care of Mission. We will try to 

arrange for delivery to prison through Vogel. 
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C l assiiica ti ollCharge: 	 Control: 

Date: Oct 12, 	 1964 
6PMACTION: 	 SecState WASH 545 

INFO: 	 Amembassy BONN ~87 

Amcon~ul HAI~BURG 4 


EA3 
USCOB SUBJECT: Reported Arrest of US Citizen in East Berlin 
MIN3 
AMB Ref : Berlintel 539 to Dept , 483 to Bonn , 03 to Hamburg 
POL2 
USlS 
10 West Berlin police report provides following additional 
ASG 
F&R information re van Altena detention . 
(.I,) ~""" 

Van Altena was trying to help German national, Werner 

Kloss , 16 Rumpffsweg , Hamburg 26 , to bring latter ' s cousin, 

Baerbel Raabe, and her child to West Berlin . Van Altena and 

Kloss drove into East Berlin at different checkpoints late 

afternoon Oct 10 , met in East Berlin , concealed woman and child 
separated to 

in van Altena ' s car , then/dr ive back through different check­

points to West Berlin . Above information provided by Kloss , 

who returned safely to West Berlin . 
3 Pl~ 

As of «OCOC« Oct 12 , Mission had not yet received any press 

queries on case . 

GP - 4 . 

CALHOUN r 
HauptCleared : 	 USIS -~ . 

AUTH : ~~h!inl!!;:~-UZ 
EAS : FJMeehan : em 
12/1230 OCTOBER CONFIDENTIAL REPROOUCTION FlOM THIS COPY IS 

C l assi/i ca ti o ll PROHIIITED UNLESS "UNO.ASSIFIED" 

OFFICIAL FILE COPY 

bthompson
Line

bthompson
NND 67230

bthompson
Line



~ copy 

.... . . . 
Foreign Service of the TELEGRAM United States of Ameriu 

OUTGOING US MISSION , BERLIN 
FILE ROO) 

CONFIDENTIAL 

Charqe: 

ACTION: SecS t ate WASH 

Classjfi catioll 

539 

Control: 

Date: 

00062 

Oct. 11, 1.964 

483 
03 

INFO : Amembassy BONN 
Am c onsul HAMBURG 

SUBJECT : Reported Arrest of US Cit i zen in East Berlin 

EA3 
MIN3 
AMB 
10 
I'OL2 
ASG 
ECON 
CON 
F&R 

According West Berlin police report , US citizen John van 

Altena , aged 20 , employee of German ai r line Lufthansa , address 

138 Erdkampsweg , Hamburg - Fuhlsbuettel , was taken into custody 

by East German border guards October 10 about 10 p . m •• Van 

Altena apparently attempted to bring East Berlin woman and child 

to West Berlin concealed in his car (license 918 Z 330) . East 

German guards discovered would- be escapees during car inspection 

at Friedrichstrasse crossing- point (Checkpoint Charlie) . 

Mission has heard that van Altena is from Wisconsin , but 

we have no further details . Request ConGen Hamburg verify 

information contained police report re van Altena residence and 

provide addressees any available informat i on re US address and 

family . 

Local press (US and German) has not yet queried M"ission on 

case , but police information will likely reach press before long . 

If queried , Mission intends to say tbat we have report that 

American was taken into custody , and that report is being 
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investigated. We will not volunteer name or details of inci­

dent, but will confirm name if press already has it. If Dept 

is able locate van Altena family, suggest they be informed of 

report that van Altena taken into custody lest they first learn 

of incident from press. 

Mission ulans to get in touch with East Berlin attorney 

Vogel as soon as possible and ask him to check whether any US 

citizen detained. 
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