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ACTION:  Secstate, WASHINGTON  IMMEDIATE
INFO: USCINCSO and Gov PanCanal

PANAMA 2759
Ref: ~  Telecon Clark-Adair today

SUBJECT: feqr Gas for Guardia Nacional

ls  As requested, PRC reviewed (1) GN stocks of tear gas, and

(2) pros and cons of withholding further stocks of tear gas grenades

AMB pending outbreak of violence,
DCM
CHRON 2, Present stocks in GN's possession Panama City 1661 grenades,

Colon 400, total grenades in Panama/Colon area 2061; located at
other points throughout country 1112 making total in country 3173
grenades, Public Safety Officer Neely estimates that 2061 grenades
in Panama/Colon area sufficient for full scale riots for at least one
day,

3s  Dept, should bear in mind that during June 4-6 riots the GN
utilized less than 1500 rounds of tear gas in Panama and Colon

together, in what was generally regarded as serious situation, It

is also generally considered that in June 1966 riots GN made

extravagant use of tear gas, GN has in meantime received specialized
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training to avoid excessive use, It should also be considered

that present GN tear gas stocks are not only fresh but are of the
stronger CS type,

4, In addiﬁéh above mentioned grenades, GN now has available
three tear gas dispensers (model M=3) and stocks of powder sufficient
for 24 retoads—Evohisud~(@mpomssguntimmeas sasinined, nine-
second blastsof tear gas, Each full nine~second blast believed
equivalent to approximately fifty baseball-type grenades.

5. USARSO has stored at Corozal 1691 grenades, reserved for
GN; These are the grenades whose delivery we are deferring until
urgen\t need exists, We can deliver these from Corozal to GN
within maximum time of one hour; We are now considering storage
in Balboa which would cut this time further,

é; For Dept's information, CINCSO has stock of more than 50,000
tear gas grenades and cannisters in its possession,

7; Arguments agaisst withholding: ) immediate delivery would be

responsive to Vallarino's recent request and might bild some good-

will with GN; b) delivery now might avoid risk that GN later use
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this deferred release as excuse for failure to control riots;

. decision in an actual
& c) would avoid necessity of U;S; making/emergency
when our assistance may be more clearly in support of GN action
against one sf:ide or other,
8. Arguments for withholding: a) There is no indication that my
refusal of immediate delivery has created ill will in Vallarino,
Intelligence reporis indicate he has passed orders to GN that in
view of limited stocks of tear gas care should be exercised in its
‘ use, (That's goodf); b) We have under diffisult circumstances
achieved a convincing position of neutrality, If we were to deliver
now‘\qnd our neutrality is thrown info question Embassy’s credibility
| will suffer considerable damage in all local circles; It would cast
doubt on State Dept's statement yesterday re neutrality; c) Delivery
probably could not be kept secret since both political factions have
information pipelines info GN; d) Delivery now would undercut

my argument to Vallarino that such delivery would risk charges

that the U,S, is favoring one side or other; e) Vallarino would

| undoubtedly speculate on U,S, reasons for change in position re
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delivery, He will wonder whether this means a break in strict
neutrality and whether our position is softening; f) Other

members of the GN who doubtless know my position on delivery

may be confuised over the change in orders; Each would probably
interpret the change to suit his own purposes (e.gs, Torrijos may

take it as indication U,S, decision support GN even in a coup);

g) The softening of our position may encourage GN to ask for
additional supplies and equipment; h) If we release additional
supplies prior to emergency, we may be more easily charged with
complicity if GN decides to attempt a coup, i) At present we have an
alfer\nai'ive to delivery in order to ensure credibility of our neutrality,
ice, delay until emergency need exists; If we deliver additional

tear gas in face of urgent need when rioting in process, we may still
be criticized, but in such a situation there will be no altemative,

If we deliver before the urgent need exists we risk involvement

unnecessarily inasmuch as the urgent need may not materialize;

(i) Question at issue is not availability of additional stocks but rather

a matter of timing, Vallarino knows that in proper circumstances
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we will deliver the additional supplies, Therefore, our decision

to withhold until need exists should not affect his overall planning,

9. In view of’ foregoing PRC agreed that we should continue to
withhold Fur;her supplies at this time, It is further agreed that
we should be prepared to deliver additional supply of 1691 grenades
now stored at Corozal to the GN if rioting breaks out and an
appreciable number of grenades (say 300) is used, In this case,
we could deliver grenades quickly to GN truck at Corozal (or

possibly Balboa),

GPT\3
ADAIR
il
M
Drafted by: Approving Officer:
I_C:ncurrence: -—I
—CONFDPDENTAL-
Classification
FORM FS-413
8 - 65

Declassified Authority NND 67691 MP/PB 09/06/2016


pbrown
Line

pbrown
Line


	38222749_2015_002_002_001.pdf
	38222749_2015_002_002_002
	38222749_2015_002_002_003
	38222749_2015_002_002_004
	38222749_2015_002_002_005



