Locals 900, 907 At Convention

The 700,000=m e mb er A-
merican Federation of State, -
County & Municipal Employes=
es, AFL«CIO, has voted to
fully support Panama in its
fight to obtain effective sov=
ereignty over all her terri=
tory,

-The vote came at the 20th
International Convention of
the labor organization, held
- in Honolulu, Hawail, June 10
through June 14,

Locals 900 and 907 were re=
presented at the Convention.

Highlights of the convention

are contained in the follow=

ing column by William H,Sin=

1ai, Area Director, AFSCME,
- AFL=CIO,

- Some zoooaelegates attend-
ed the opening session of
AFSCME“s 20th Biennial Con-
vention in Honolulu, Hawalil,
In his convention address,
AFSCME International Pres-
ident Jerry Wurf said that ju-
risdictional inflighting is un-
dermining the ability of the
labor movemeut to improve

the standard of 1iving for A-
merican workers, Wurf said

that AFSCME and all unions

"spend too much time fending

off attacks by other unions,"

Wurf said” the resources we
use to defend ourselves in ju-
risdictional competition pro-
perly should be used for bet-
ter membership services,

While critical of the AFL-
CIO, Wurf said he believes

~ AFSCME shhould continue its -

AFL-CIO affiliation,
In a wide-ranging report

to the delegates and guests

at the opening session, Wurf
analyzed the decline of l1abor®$

- power, Hesaidhefeltone rea-

‘son for this was”too many

unions,,, They spend too much
of their time and their ener-
gles in warfare against each
other and against us and too

- little to organize workers and
improve the standard of 1iv-

ing for American workers,
Wwurf also touched upon a

number of major national is-

sues that he said challenged

the future of the union and the

country, These included ram-
pant inflation, an ineffective
Congress and the lack of fe-
deral legislation securing col-
lective bargaining for public
workers,

A resolution on the Canal
Zone calling for effective col-
lective bargaining, total pari-
ty covering all fringe benefits

and pay for federal workers, - io;

without regard to citizensh

improvement of consultation

rights and adequate protec-

FSCME, AFL-CIO Backs RP In Treaty Ouesﬂon &

tion in future Panama/USA
treaties for all achievement
won by organized labor inthe’
Canal Zone, was approved by
the delegates, :
The delegates also went on
record supportinga fair trea-
ty for Panama, a sovereign
nation currently engaged inan
all-out effort to recover the
use of that part of its. ter%
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