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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 

FOR THE DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 

:- ~ 

UNITED · STATES OF AMERICA . . . 
vs . . . Criminal No. 1827-72·:. 

GEORGE GORDON LIDDY, et al 

· . . . Monday, December 4, 1972 . 

. . ~ 

. The · following transcript .is an excerpt of proceedings 
.· ·- . 

of the Pretrial C~nfer~nce in the above-entitled cause· on this 
... 

date, ordered sealed by the Court, not previously transcribed. 
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P R 0 C E E D I N G S 

I ... MR. BITTHAN: Your Honor, one matter- I would lik,~ .t .Q_.;: . 

discuss with the Court at the bench? 
·' .· . 

. . :i:-· <~-

THE COURT: All right • . . 

( AT THE BENCH } 
· .. · . 

THE GOURT: All right. 

MR. BITTMAN: Your 'Honor, I understand that there is ., .. 

j·a possibility of a new indictment coming out in this case. 

I 
I ' THE COURT: . That is news to me • . 

·-.. :. 

MR. BIT'IMAN: That may name one or :more of the presen 

ir defendants, and would probably relate to elec.tiori fraud charges 

and I don't know ·if this · information I ~eceived is .. correct. . I · 

have no way of checking it out, but certainly it would be horen 

in my opinion if at the eve of trial a new indictment came out 

naming any of these defendants· with touching on any of the 

we.:.are .:. going 5.to litigate in this case on January 8. 
. .... •·. ·-. -·- ·· 

· MR. · SILBERT: If the. Court ·please, if anything ·is _~ ret 
·, .. -~ ... . 

. . : --~ - : -.· ~~; · . ."·_: - ~:};.~~~ ... ~-:~?~:-:b -
able it will not be an indictment, it may be . an Information · re~".-

turned relating to th~ election law violations. All \c~tl:~~~~t,, 
at this time to the Court is this is !:hat this is something .':haii~led 

· . · .:· . . . · ... _:1r:: ;i,f.\~:"\~~,;~J::~~2Ffi/·: ·:: 
:~ s ~ h: t ::::;:n:£ :::e ~ot by :· , but will ,be returned thro~ge::zr· 

_, My understanding is that none of the named defendants 

I in this · case will be a defendant in that Information. 
!j 

II 
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that. 

·.· .. , ... 

defendants are named ~-

MR. SILBERT: --I didn't say that." What I said, Mr; 

Bittman, was that.::.none of the defendants would be named as a 

defendant in that proceeding •. · I clid not say, and in fact, it i 
·.\ : 

true that the substance of the violations will relate to matter 

. arising out of and indirectly related to this case •. 

MR. BITTMAN: Your Honor, then I think Your Honor has 

to exercise seme discretion ~n preventing .that. Here we go aga~n, 
. . . I 

this will generate massive'· prejudicial pretrial publicity, it v1illl 

do the Court no goodto se·quester this jury •. I didn't know thi 

information I heard was direct or not. Apparently now it is. 

I can.' t think of anything that will be more. damaging, more 

prejudicial to all defendant$ If ttie. government on the -~~:-~;~~1~.' 
trial brings a new charge.·. 1' think it will be catastrophic and· 

I vigorously ~rge Your Honor do san~thing to Stop it. i~-~j~i~~~ 
THE COURT: Well, .it. seems to me now that we have,:gon 

. . . .:.~~:~·-· . ·J··:~.--~~-; . :~-.--

this far with this case, I .think there will be a better atmosph re, 
. . 

you can call itthat, when we try this casethan probably there 

II to that. I would hope nothing will happen to interfere with a 1 
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fair trial for both sides, and if it is not .a matter ofgreat 

urgency if this is done, the authorities, wh.oe~er they ~igh·t . :b~ ' l·: ,. 
. · · · . . . -. >,{i~~?iA~:~~: ~-i;~ 

would think about this, because we have enough problems as~ · :ft'i?'i ' 
· · .. ~:·.·:<;':;~:•:L~~~~\;::'tJ;\(ts: 

now without . having other problems. ·_·· I am not saying after a·nd .,i 
· · · . · . · . . · · · • · ::~;~:~~;.~~~;:;;;:ru;:4~~zt . 

and when we g~t; a jury and they are s_equestered, that is:•,a .· 4!.~~ r~nt 
. . . . . . . . . . • ·. . ·. · . : · · . . · · .. · ~ ··.;·; ·:\~~F>::~;p~:f~·~ · ':· t··· · 

thing, · I am . saying for the time being at least you can get this . .. ' . . .. . . . ' ·· .. 

message over .. to scmebody if · they can ho1-d Up on this ~0 giv~ US 
.. :· , ... · 

a ch~nce to get started. 
,· . . -· . 

h· •• • 

MR. SILBERT: I will bring that matter to their atten ·ion . 

I might say this: · there was no attempt by .the people in 

any way to single out this case •• Th~ idea was all ele6tion law 

1 violations, all parties, all possible defendants, some of which 

did of course relate to this case indirect.ly to be returned at 

.· . I : . . . 
the same time ;l.n different districts. · 

. · . . ·: ·.· 

: ' . 

THE COURT: Another thing you have to think about and 
. • .. ·.·:' · . 

. I don't have any informatio~ : on it, but I would like to see thi 
.· · ·h··. 

~ .. . . .. .. · -~ . . . 

case tried, · frankly, for the ·· benefit of everybody _ _:defeil.dant·s . 

and the govermnent, and the ' public to,;__ befOre a po~sf~lE~!~!~~~ ,: 

cong~essional _investigation beca~se . if you had th4t go1ng ·you: s e~· 

the problen you would havethere • . ·~~~!l!~; fl\ , 
MR. BIT1MAN: That · is something we are very m~ch ._.awa( ·"~·: ~ 

. " .. ~ . . 

and sensitive to, Your Honor. 

I THE COURT: I doubt Congress will start an investigatbn, 

- I if they. are going to start one; till maybe after this ·case is 
i . 
l1 started at least, or over.-. tt is another reason why I want to · 
~ . ·I 
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I 
sequester the jury. Think about it. All right. 

MR. BITTMAN: Thank you very muc~. 

MR. ROTHBLATT: Should we have these proceedings sea( d.-'_ 

so if the minutes are purchased? . ·. :;~~~~~]~~~~!~ . 
THE COURT: I think so. 'This part here, Mr. · Reporter '··<'-

· 1 would you seal this part we just talked about. Without objection 

by anybody. 

MR. -ROTHBLATT: We have two minor applicatio~s which 
:.- .· .· ,. :•". ·-

can be done on the recor'd • 

I· 
I 

-I 
I 
I 

i . 

THE COURT: ·. All right. 

.- .· 
: : ~ 

. ::: .. : 

( END OF BENCH~ OPEN COURT 
PROCEEDI~GS PREVIOUSLY TRANSCRIBED 
AND FILED UNDER ·SEPARATE. (;OVE;R.) 
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' .• . . CERTrFICATE . . . . ~~~~-~@~;i 
It is certified the foregoing is ·the official:·.:;~~-:~;! 

transcript of proceedings indicated. ·x\'',.:0::_.;·. :_.;:~/.:'\:F 

···· . . · __ .. · _ . · · c;w~-/~i~t 
fircHOLAS SOKAL -· . : .. ·:. :_..; .. ; ·:~ ~" ~­
Official Report'e~ · --·>.~. --.·: ~. ~: 
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