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Statement accompanying Nixon's August 15 Speech:

S e Sae ~ = - e g gy

Here is the text of the statement Presi- - 2
Jd=nt Nixon released to accompany his tele- -:
=5  \ision address to the nation on, Waterr’ate e3
. Jastnight: st ;
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Sl TP On ruay 17Lh the Senate Select Corn.nut- .\
“: . _ " tee began its hearings on Watergate. Five -°
L days later, on May 22nd, I issued a de- i
%) _tailed -statement dxscussmg my relation--
- ' ship to the matter. I stated categoncauy

.- ., . thatIhadno prior knowledge of the Water-"
gate operation and that 1 neither knew of _
-nor took part in any subsequent efforts 10°

i o
gt . _cover it up. I also stated that I would not -
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m"o e Executive Privilege as to tesnmony
" by present and former_ members of myy ..
White House staff with respect to possxble
" criminal acts thep under investigation! -/,
Thirty-five . thnesses "have testified” so
_far. The record is more than 7,500 pages
and some two million words long.‘The alles™
” gations are many, the facts are complicat-:
L. 25 _ed, and the evidence is not only extensive -
Rl SN butvery much in conflict. It would be nei- -
# -..~ ther fair nor appropriate for me to assess -
*. - - _the evidence or comunent on speCIﬁc wit-
i I nesses or their credibility. That is the func-
* ° tion.of the Senate Committee and the
_courts. What I intend to do here is to cover
_the principal issues relating to’ my own .
“conduct which have been raised since my
: " statement of May 22, and thereby to place ';
i ¢ - Tl ithe t..snmony on those issues in perspec-"“
- nve- .L 4\“ & ’Cz .‘T"._.:': : - s ‘;'.—'.
1 said .on May 22nd that I had no pnor
e l-mowledoe of the’ Watergate operation. In" ¢
‘- all the testimony, there is not the slightest '_‘
: " evidence to the contrary. Not a single wit- ">
.” pess has testified that I had any }mowledge
of t.he planning for the Watergate break-m.
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IT 1S also true, as'I said on May nnd

. thatI took no part in, and was not aware
of, any subsequent efforts to cover up the -

" ﬂ.legal acts assoctated with the Watergate

.‘_-t(., breakln. a2 BzeTE "&:ﬁ-—r‘_; :a/ 2 fa |

- 1n the summer of 1972, T had g:ven or-.

S s " ders for the Justice Department.and the- i

¢ -~ - : FBI to conduct a thorough and aggressive .

5 ~ investigation-of sthe, Watergate break-m, gt

& oyt 2nd 1 relied on their investigation to dis- "

’ close the-facts. My only concern about the .

SR : scope of the investigation was that it might _

‘lead into-CIA -or other national security ~
operztions of @ sensitive nature. Mr. Gray,
the Acting Director of the FBI, told m=s by |

: telephone on July 6th that he had met with

Sy - © General Walters, that General Walters had -

. told him the CIA was not involved, and =

- that CIA activities would not be compro-

' mised by the FBI investization. As a re-

_ . - sult, any problems that Mr. Gray may

! . . bhave had in coordinating with the CIA -

3 ) -were moot. I concluded by instructing him

to press forward wgomusly vnth his own

investigation.: Yot SRl T e S L
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During the summer of 1972, 1 repeatedly

" asked for reports on the progress of the "
investigation. Every report I received was -}
7 that no persons. other than the seyen W ho 3
# were subsequently indicted, were involved 1
“in _the Watergate operation. On September - :
-T12, at a meeting attended by me, and by -}

-. the Cabinet, senior “members of the White -
© House staff and"a number of legislative ™ A
“ leaders, Attorney General Kleindienst - :
: reported on the investigation. He 'informed . =5
" us that it had been the most intensive in--.z

.

"~ yestigation since the assassination of Pres-,-i

T'ident Kennedy and that it had been estab- | {

- . lished that no one at the White House, and. 1

“no higher-ups in the campaign committee, _3

“were involved. His report seemed to be: 4

conﬁrmed by the action of the Grand Jury 2

: on September 15th, ‘when it indicted only >3

H the five personf “arrested at the Watergate,-j
" plus Messrs. Liddy ‘and Hunt. 5, 2D

B Those md:ctments also seemed to me m ‘2

( - ERTs T
R B

= conﬁrm the vahdlty of the reports that Mr o

! Dean had been providing to me, th.rou.__,b
*other members of the White House staff —-
T and on which I had based my August 29
“ statement that no one then employed atthe -
, White House was involved. It was in that
*context that I met with Mr. Dean on Sep-
tember 15, and he gave mé no reason at _
that meeting to beheve any others Were
i I.IlVOlVed- :f '_;_. * .
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7 NOT.ONLY was Iunaware of anv cove:
"“up. but at that time, and until March 2ist,  §
"‘was.nnaMt there Was ao 4g_to _‘_-.;.a_

—Coverup. ... S s
*  "Then and later 1 oonnnued to soor il - _”
" faith in the investigations that had been :°
* conducted and in the reports J had re--
* " ceived, based on those investigations. On
. February 16, I met with Mr. Gray prior to -
. submitting his name to the Senate for con- -

¥ firmation as permanent Director of the
-FBL I stressed to him that he would be 2
"" quesmoned closely about the FBI's conduct
£ of the Watergate investigation, and asked -

*him if he still had full confidence in it. He * ;

* replied that he did; that he was’ proud of -

its thoroughness, and that he could defend

1tvnth enthusxesm. L = i ehs
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My interest in Watergate Yose in Februe13

“ary and March as the Senztz Committes 0
was organized and the hearings were held 3

" on the Gray nomination. I began meeting
frequently with my counsel, Mr. Dean, in ]

_ connection with those matters. At that_i-,;f
. time, on a number of occasions, I urged my . i3

: . stalf to get all the facts out, because I was 3
confident that full disclosure cf the facts’ i

. would show that persons in the White %}
- House and at the Committee for the Re-s %

. election of the President were the victims - g

et
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{ detegnination-that the full facts must be =
Senara Committee. If anything illegal bad.* 7

+

of unjustified innuendoes in the “press. I- :

\)

* THESE aﬁeé ﬁ;ﬁh;"wére_bery trotbling; i
and they gave ‘a new dimension to the Wa-
tergate matter. They also reinforced my
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o I;:ppr_‘_ncd‘, I wanted 1t 10 be dealt with ap—"f—l
~.. Propriateiy according to the law. If anyone
i _at the White Houce or high up in my cam. 5
5 ¢d Imwrongdoing of A
e d,Xwantod the \White House 1o take
i1, thelead inmaking that known. 2w 234
f;_ ~  WhenI recsived this disturbing informa- k

., .Hon on March 2ist, I_immediately began i

new inquiries into the case and an exami- 3
.. nation_of the best means to give to the =
- 29500 O1_1he best means to give to the
z . grandjury or Senatz Commitiee what we %
- ~then.kneyw and what we might later learn. i3
<., 0n March 2ist, T arranged to meet ths fol- 2

(2

Pivem L,

.

Gl

_ was searching for a way to disclose all of - 5 ¢ lowing day with Messrs. Haldeman, Ehr- :§
:..-the facts without disturbing the confiden-3 % - lichman, Dean, and Mitchell to discuss the 4
;. tality of Oglﬂugl-}lfucébonsth\:th i?‘% am%r;jg'i' "3 s -2ppropriatemethod to get the facts out. On 3
Sk my.person .S ». SI1nce t. CO_A x_lentx o 3 i— _,I'-‘la-rC_n z_ﬂ,rd’ I -Sent I\;r’_ Dean toc_ampna.‘:::
| iy.is essential fo the functioning of any'S  £vid, whers he' was irsmeien o5 wiis 2.1
7. President s T PRI W e e Ly cor{lplt;tve report on all that he knew of the ;:
o Sa RN R B e TS R .. entire atergate matter. On March 28th, 1 -
2.7 neI:,. xl:fso ggalg‘dzcgﬁs;gat 1 was g“’eg :  i. had Mr. Ehrlichman call the Attorney
P m———————-—cémhad S : Laf-—-tﬁe. p|: 3. General to find out if he had additional in-
| was told then for the first time that the |+ . formation about Watergate generally or e |

planning of the Watergate break-in went |- gi White House invovlement. .The Attorpey %

*1 beyond ‘those who had been tried and con- 1.  § General was told that I wanted to hear di- =§
victed, and that at least one, and possibly | s ZS°EY frﬂ?’;‘ him, and not through any staff

; | roore, persons at the Re-election Commit-{: & PP, if he had any information on White -3

o~ s S involved-It was on that day also |+ 5 House_ involvement or if information of <

- | that I learned of some of the activities | & ;hatclznd sall:qmg_ come to him. The Attor-

: | upon which charges of cover-up are now . g nov (seneral indicated to Mr. Ehrlichman’

‘based. I was told then that funds had been' I ?“_;_hat he had no _such information. Wken 1

* ! raised for payments to the defendants, f* E- biamed‘oglh’iar;h_ooth that_Mr. Dean ha

* { with the knowledge and ‘approval of per-- }* ox sn-inctl}cgame toEﬁ?;pplete his report, I in- £

; | sons both 6n the White House staff and at-|-  3-.5 ot fne ichman to conduct an.?

- | the Re-election Committee. But I wasf{ i :n epenoen;.mglmx‘;y ﬁ]rd bring all the facts -

* | told that the money had been used for at-" f» rome. On April 14, Mr. Ehrlichman gave =

*1 torney’s fees and family support, not that ¢ Ime his findings, and I directed that he re- =

*| it had been paid to procure silence from {- . POrtthem to the Attorney General immed;- A

“| the recipients. I was also told that a mem--|; ., 2ately. On April 15th, Attorney Gertral =

* | ber of my staff had talked to one of the : Kieindienst and Assistant Attorney Gener- <

| deféndants about clemency, but not that & . al Petersen told me of new informationZ

| offers of clémency had been made. I was |- P that had been received by the pr osecutors.’

* | tld that one of the defendants was cur- |- £ By that time the fragmentary informa-
rently attempting to blackmail the White 4 §.Bon I had been giver on March 21st had 2
House by demanding payment of $120,000 | - .geci'; SIilpplmemed 1n 1mportant ways, par- =
as the price of not talking about other ac- S Aar y by Mr. Ehr}xchqxan S report to me
dvites, unrelated to Watergats, in which . ;’5 April 14th, by the infor mation Mr. .
be had engaged. These allegations were | & A eq;dgenst and Mr.” Petersen gave e on =
made in ‘general terms, they were por-- i, Z*Pril'15th, and by independent inquirzes I

. | mayed to me as being based in part on_ L : _“?ad been making on my own. At that point, ©

- | supposition, and they were largely unsup- f & realized that I would not be able person- -+

~ ported by details or evidencs t-# —w-2- - o>k { aly meqd out all of the facts and make -

> : iR —— ¢ them public, and I concluded that the mat- =

et

ter was best handled by the Justice De< s
.partment and the grand jury. On April *
i~ 17th, T announced that new inguiries were, -
- underway,-as a result:of what I ‘had -
-learned on March 21st and in my own in- >
..vestigation since that time. I instructed all -+
. Government employees to cooperate with
- the judicial process as it moved ahead on .

h

1y hay

T

iy thls matter and .expressed my - personal -
: :View that po immmmity should be given to —

any individual who had held a position of --

i majorimporm.nceinthisAdmin'mtran’on.; 3o
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> toMr. Ehrlichman in Julv 1972, that under :
" no_circumstances could Executive clemen
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MY consistent posxaon from the bng, .
mna has been to g=t out the facts about
YVatergate, not to cover themup. . « 7 .”-
On May 22nd 1 said that at no time did I 5
i au’jb'rrza'a’ny‘ofkr‘af' Ey 7
for the_Watergare def mams._mx_dlcu
know_of aav such offer. I reafﬁrm_that‘

statemam._lndad,l_ma jew cle

;.L..«;"; ‘3. <ab i

:l\“ .:‘:'(' 3

cy be_considered for those who parficipat--
ed in the Watergate break-i AR, 1 ma1 ___;:.nd
that position throughout. - e A PO
On May 22nd I said that “xt was not until
the time of my own mvesnganon that 1
_ learned of the break-in at the office of Mr.-
Ellsberg s psychiatrist, and I specifically -*
“authorized the’ fm';'ushma of this informa--
txon toJ udge Byrmne.” After a very careful
 review, 1 have determined that this state- s
ment of miné is not pr recisely accurate. It:
y v.as on March 17th that I first learned of :
th. brea;c-m at the office of Dr. erldxnsz, -

and tl:.at was four “days before the begm-
=i ping of my own investigation on March"’ :
~ -21st. I was told then that nothmg by way of -
evidence had been obtained in the break-:-
" in. Om April 18th I learned that the Justice -
Department had interrogated or was going -
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_ to interrogate Mr. Hunt about this break- .*

in. I was gravely concerned that other ac-3+
tivities of the Special Investigations Unit '
might be disclosed, bzscause I knew this =
‘could seriously injure the national securi- =
ty. Consequently, I directed Mr. Petersen -
to stick to the Watergate investigation and *
stay out of pational security matters. On °
April 25th Attorney General Kleindienst =
came to me and urged that the fact of the -
_ break-in should be disclosed to the court, -
. despite the fact that, since no evidence had _=§‘
been obtzined, the law did not clearly re= =
quire it I conaxrred and authorized him '
to report the bre&\—m o Judge Byrne. &+ - =
< In view of the incident of Dr. erldmg 5
. ofice, let me emphaszze two thmgs i

- :,
= ,_-,_,4 v..
—— R oy

: FLRST it was and is unportant that
_ mmany of the matters worked on by the Spe- -
- cial Investigations Unit not be publicly =1

AR
RS

"~ disclosed because - disclosure would

.~ unquestionably damage the national secu-
= rity. This is why I have exercised Execw -
. tive Privilege on some of these matters in

. .conrecton with the testimony of Mr.-Ehr- ~

;- lichman and others. The Senats Committee
. has learned through its investigaton the

‘geperal facts -of some of these security
2, marters,andhasmdatemselydechnedto )
make them public or to contest in these -

- respects my claim of Executive Privilege.” -
3 Secand, I at po time authorized the use of
¢ ' 1llegal meaps by the'Special Investigations

= Unit, and I was not aware of the break-in
i “of Dy Fi.ld.me,s of,.x u:m'l Liarch 17
o L7 Syl At S mlil " aell : NN e

4-5-{-,; ?W” R

i 4

Many persons will ask why, when the ~
facts are as I have stated them, 1 do not
‘make public the tape recordings of my
" meetings and conversations with members -
of the White Housé staff during this penod
i 1 am aware that such terms as “‘separa- "

_tion of powers” and *‘Executive Privilege™. :
are lawyers’ terms, and that those doc-_.
trmes have been called ‘‘abstruse’’ and

*‘esoteric.” Let me state the common sense

of the matter. Every ‘day a President of the .
~ United States is required to make difficult
decxsxons on grave issues. It is absolutely
essennal if the President is to be able to- :."
do his’ ]ob as the country expects, that he q
“be able to talk openly and candidly with ~
hxs advisers about issuss and individuals .
" and that they be able to talk in _the sam..,
. fashion with him. Indeed, on occasion, they,
o “must be able to “blow ofi steam’’ about
-important public figures. This kind of
__frank discussion is only possible when .-;
"~ those who take part in it can feel assured -:;
that what they say is in. the sirictest confi--
denoe'-:-.~ 2 S E X IwTEan Sl AT A i(_*

- The Presidency.is not the only office that f
reqmres confidentiality if it is to function -
__ effectively. A Member of Congress must be.:
¢ able to talk in confidence with his assist
_l;i ants. Judges must be able to confer in con-

. fidence with their law clerks and with each
other ‘Throughout our entire history the
;—" need for this kind of confidentiality has

been recognized. No branch of Govem-'
. ment has ever compelled disclosure of con~
: fidential conversations between officers of

;. other branches of Government and theu' -

advisers about Govemment business. "
Pkl R ap B 0D w0 B AT 5

THE A.RGUMZENT is often raised- that i
. these tapes are somehow different because” =
.. the conversations may bear on illegal acts, 5
- and because the commission af Lllegal acts -
is not an official duty. This misses the "
point entirely. Even if others; from their ™
+5 _own_ standoomt may have been thmkmg
X, Ao
28 about how to cover up ‘an illegal act, fmm ’

.my standpoint I was concerned with hcw ro
- uncover the illegal acts. It is my responsi-

. bility under the Constitution to see that the
. laws are faithfully executed, and in pursu-
" ing the facts about Watorgat. 1 was doing
. precisely that.. Therefore; the precedent
;" would not be one concerning illegal actions
i only; it would be one that would risk ex-
_'posing private Presidential conversations
£ 'm'volvmg the whole range of - officxal du-
Sities, Gy P e s
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:n; -J..,ut what m 5’1‘ Ve cribical evi
in a ]u’a] p"ox,,‘.dm” ‘u' ong ths

P 1 c; ».:14 h_s chent b=‘c.~.,.-u a pﬂ;> and
- ;:m‘:nr and between' a husband and
.~ wile. In each case it is thought to be so
: xrpor‘ant that the parties be able to talk
. freely with each other, that they néed not
" feel rc':tran“d in theu' conversation by -
" feat that what they say r may somcday :
* come out in'court, that the law recognizes
: that these conversations are *privileged -
* and that theu- dxsdosure cannot be com-
peh._d., : T

-~

ALY R s e .'-.

co-xtam_no as they do blunt nd c:mmd
~remarxs on many subjects that have no Lh-
irg to do with Watergate, the confidentiali-
ty of the Office 'of the Presidesnt Swould :
* always be suspéect. Persons talking with a
President would never again be sure that
_ recordings or notes of what they said would

not at some future time be made pubhc,
L. and they would guard their words against”

that poss:bmty No orne would want to nsk

_ being known as the person who,recom-.

‘mended a pohcy that mnmately dxd oot 3

- _f work. No one would want to advancé tenta-
ve ideas, not fully thought through, that

‘might have possxble merit but that might, ’
. .on further examination, prove tmsourkd. No *
~“one would want to speak bluntly about pub- -

- lic figures here and abroad. I shall there- -
» Tore vigorously oppose any action which
* would set a precednet that would cripple - 4

all future Presidents by inhibiting conver- °

sations betwsen them and the persons they =
" 1ook to for advice 2%, sTReUL e F FRa
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= THIS pnnzxple of oonﬁdenna.hty in Pres- -
=il 1d°-mal communications is what is at stek= s
;. inthe question of the tapes. I Shall centin- -
e to oppose any efforts to 'destroy that -
. " principle, which'is ‘indispensable to r_he i
. conductof the Presidency.;iim327 s, ,‘.,.“"
" 1 recognize that this statement does x:o‘
" answer many of the questions and conten-
" tions raised during the Waterga*n hear- -
% ings. It bas not been my intendon to at-.
< ..tempt any such comprehensxve and de-’
T tailed response, ror has it been my imren-
- tion to address myself to all matters cov-
-ered in my May 22nd statement.'With the
_ Senate bearings and the grand jury mv‘-c-" :
_ tigations still proceeding, with rmuch of the
‘testimony in conflict, it would'be peither -
possible to provide nor appropriate a;-
~tempt a definiive account of all that
; : place. Neither ‘do’1 believe 1. could ent='
~ upon ao endless course of explaining and
T -rebutting a complex of point-by-poin:’
s clamsand charges arising out of that con-
- flicting testimony which may engage
conmmittees and courts for months or years -
. o come, and still be able to carry out my -
“.duties as President. While the judicial ang -
legzslanw ‘branches resolve these matters,
* I will continue to dischargs to the best of
- . my ability my Constittitional responsfbm
©  tes as Presxdent of the United States>s -

sy LT et ‘h-fdxs..c.
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