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A No, not early in the investigation, Mr. Ben-Veniste.
Late in the investigation, post—-conviction. Pat Gray informed
me that they had a lead which came from a CIA Agent, a contract
Agent or informant, I'm not sure, but in any event, a éerson
in a very sensitive spot, that information that money was
being funneled to the defendants through a kick-back arrange-
ment and that money originated with the Committee to Re-elect .
the President -- in other words, it would be given to them ané
they would take it and convert it and contribute it to the E
Cuban committee for the defense of the Florida five, or some-
thing like that.
He said the CIA was very concerned about the sensi-

tivity of its source and "what should we do?". I wrote on

the memorandum which he took back with him, "Investigate .
this and check it out.” é
I assume he did. I mentioned it to Mr. Rnckelshausi
after Mr.Gray's resignations g
Q Are you aware of what the results of that»investigaé

tion were? |

A No, I was not, but about the time the investigationf

transferred, I would not necessarily be aware.

0 When did you learn that the President had ordered i
Mr. Ehrlichman to conduct an investigation of the cover-up?

A April 15th or April 16th. The President told me.

Q Did Mr. Nixon tell you any substantive matter that
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had resulted from Mr. Ehrlichman's investigation?

A No.

Q Specifically, did the President inform you that Mr.

Ehrlichman had investigated the payments, or the allegations
concerning payment of money, so-called hush money, to the
defendants?

A Only in the context of John Dean's statement to him
which he alluded to in his press conference last night. The
President told me that repeatedly. It somehow seeméd to
bather him that Dean had come to him and said this, and that
the President cénstrued this as blackmail and herto;d Dean,
"There's no problem raising a million dollars, but“thgt's

blackmail and you can't do that.”

It was in that context. I just assumed that he had |

gotten that from Ehrlichman as well as from Dean.

s) Did Mr. Nixon indicate to you when he had first
heard about this? .

A First heard about what?

Q The questionof payments.

]

A Prom John Dean, sometime at or about March 21st, or

thereafter.
Q Did Mr. Nixon indicate whether this was a pr0posa1;f

or whether he had information that payments had been made?
A I don't think it's fair to say that it was a pro-

posal. It was an item of information that John Dean didn't
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