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CLAIM OF FRANK MIYOKICHI

SATO
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the period of evacuation. The claimant had worked for
the said employer for more than 32 years and it was reasonablefor the claimant's wife to leave such property in
her care. The claimant's employer, with the consent of
the claimant, arranged to have the registrat'ionof olunership of the claimant's automobile changed to her own
name for the purpose of affording greater protection to
the claimant's property, inasmuch as stored property
ownedby Japanesepersonswas known to have been subject to promiscuousvandalism. The said employer continued her residencein Los Angeles and, according to
recordsfurnished by the Department of Motor Yehicles,
renewedregistration of the automobile in her own name
for the year 1943. During the winter oL L943-44,the husband of the claimant's employer wrongfully, and without
the consentof the claimant or the said employer,removed
the claimant's automobile and the other items of the
claimant's property outside the State of California, converting same to his own use. On his releasefrom the
relocation center, the claimant returned to Los Angeles
and discovered that his former employer had died on
April6, 1945. None of the aforementionedproperty has
ever been recoveredalthough diligent efforts were made
to find claimant's employer's husband.
While en route to Los Angelesfrom the Rohwer Relocation Center, it became necessaryfor the claimant to
changetrains at Sacramento,California. The claimant's
Gladstonebag, among other pieces of baggage,was removed from the train and placed under the supervision
and care of an official of the War Relocation Authority.
When he attempted to recla,rmhis suitcase,it was found
to be missing. Diligent effort has been made to recover
the suitcaseeven to the extent of enlisting the aid of the
railway company, to no avail.
The fair and reasonablevalue of the property left in
the custodyof the claimant's employer and the Gladstone
bag, including the contents thereof, was $910 which sum
is compensableunder the Act. None of the aforemen391166-56-19
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tio4ed losseshave been cornpensatedfor b'y insuranceor
ottrerwise.
REASONS FOR DECISION

The evidenceof the claimant's loss consistsof his srworn
statement and o'thercorroborativedocumentaryevidence.
White a physical inspection of the property was not possible, investigation has revealednothing contradictory to
the testimony proferred by the claimant and said testi
mony therefore stands unrebutted.
Although claimant was interned within the meaning of
Section2 (b) (2) of the Aet, supra, the loss zus,tainedwas
"any Federal agencypurnot the result of action taken by
suant to sections4067,4068,4069,and 4070 (relating to
alien enemies) of the Revised Statutes, as amended (50
'*." The claimant was releasedfrom
U. S. C. 2l-24) * *
the Sante Fe Intornment Camp on June 7,1942, at which
time his property was in the custody of his employer in
Los Angeles. The wrongful taking by the employer's
husbandresulting in the lom for which claim is made did
not occuruntil the winter of.L94344 on which date claimani was in the JeromeRelocation Center at Denson, Arkansas. The lossis therefore attributable to his exclusion
from the military area in which he had heretoforeresided
and in which the loss occurred. But for such exclusion,
it is safe to assumethat he would either have reclaimed
his property or have otherwise prevented its removal
from the State by the aforementioned employer's husband. Accordingly, the loss inourred was occasionedby
the wro,ngful conversion of the claimant's property and
is compensableas a. reasonableand natural consequence
of his exclusion. Akiko Yoqi',ante, p. 11; Seiii Bardo,
ante, p. 68. It has been establishedas a fact that claimant's Gladstonebag, at the time it disappearedfrom the
Sacrarnentorailroad station, was in the custody of an official of the W'ar Relocation Authority. Since Section 1
"loss of personalproperty
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of the right to
C'laimant'swife died intestate possessed
claim which right descendedto her husband,the claimant
herein, with the other assetsof her estate. Fumiyo Kojima, ante, p. 209; Kinjiro and Take Nagamine, onte,
p. 78; Probate Codeof Californtn,$S201,202.

