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‘Gambling Syndicate

The flrst seriously—pursued CIA plan to assassinate Castrc had
its inception. in.August .1960. It involved the ‘use of. mambers of

the crimin.al underworld m‘.th. ccn:tacts insid.e Cuba. '.'Ehe( opera.t:.on.

had two phases. the ﬁ_rst ra.n. :EromAugusr. 1960 umtil la.te April
or early May 196}., when it was called. off follow:l:ng the Bay of P:.gs 3
*the second ram from Apﬁl 1902. watdl Febnm 1963 and was merely
a. revival of the ﬁrst phase which had. been :ma.c:‘tn.ve since about

'--'Maylgol._, o ;;_-__ e

Gamblirg Syndicate - Phase 1

August 1960;. o

Richard B:Lssell, Dmrty Di_'rector for P.'lans, asked Sheffielcl

, Edward.s, Directcr of Secu.rj.ty, if Ed.wards could. establish contact
_ 'vith the U.S. ga.m'bli.ng syndi.ca‘ae that. was. active in Cuba. The
: -5_':objective clearly was: . the assassination of Castro althnugh Edvards

claims that them was a studied avoidance o; the term in his

conversation.with Bisse]l. Bissell recalls that the idea originated
with J. C. King, then Chief of WH Divis1on, althougb. Xing now

recalls having. had. only limited knowledge of such a plan and at a

: much. later date_-'—abo_ut mid-l9o2.
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.He opened a private office in Washington 1n 1956. The late Robert.

Cunnlngham of the Office of Security (and also a former Special

Edwerds 'cons_ulted Robert A. Maheu, a private investigator whd

' had done semsitive work for the Agency, to see if Maheu had any

underworld. contacts. Maheu was once a special asgent of the FBI.

Agent with the FBT.) » kmew Maheu and. knew that h:x.s business was having

" a shaky s’cart financia].‘l.y Cunningham arranged. to subsidize Maheu
,to the extent of $500 per month. Within. six months Maheu was do:.ng

so well financielly that he suggested that the reta....ner be dn.scontinued.“ ‘

g Over the years he has been intimat.ely 1nvolved in providing support .

for some of the Agency s more sensitlve operations. He has since
moved his persona.l headquarters to Los Angeles but retains a - -
Washington office-.“ A more detailed account of Maheu's backg_round
appears in a separate. section of this report. ‘
| (Coment* Although we see nothing sinisi:er in it, we are
- struck by the fact that so many of the persons whose names appeer
in th;s acc_oupt once worked for the FBIL. We have already pamed
Cunm.ngh.am '.-an'd Eﬁheo. Later to appear are William Harvey, J’ames

O'Connell, and Edward Morgan.)

Maheu acknowl'edged tha‘_c, he had a contact who might' furnish

access to the criminal underworld, but Maheu was most reluctant to

allow himself to be involved.in such an assignment. He agreed to
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participate only after being pressed by Edwards to do so. Maheu
id.ent‘ified his comtact as oné Johnny Roselli, vho l;‘_.ved in Los

Angeles.-. and. had the concessicn 'for' the ice-making machines. on "the

.s’cr-ip" in Ias Vegas and. whom Maheu understood. t0- be a. memher of the-_ o

,syndicate._ Maheu was known to Roselh. as 8. mm who had a nmnber ofi‘
: large ‘ousinnss orgam.zations as cl:z.en.us. Ed.wards and’ b_a.heu agred.
that Maheu waum app:coach. Boselli as the mgresenta.’cive of business--

_men with interests in. Cuba wim sTW tb.e eliminatian cf Castro as the

essen:tial first step to the recovery 01" thei_'r i.nvestments. Maheu

was authorized. to ‘bellRoseJJi that h:.s "clients were: wiJ.I_'I.ng to

pay $150,000 for Cast'ro s removal. -

. : Ce

o Septémber 1960 5.

Shef Ed:ward.s named. as h:I.s case off:.cer for the operation

N 'J’a.mes P.. O'Con:mell (a. fomer Special Agent; of" th.e FBI), then: Chief,.
- ;-':- Operational Support Divis:.on, _Ofﬁ.ce of Security O'Connell and
- 'Maheu met Rose].‘li :Ln. New York City on 1k September 1960 vhere Maheu

made the pitch. Boselli initia.ll_f was also reluctant to become

involved, but fina]lyagreed to ‘mtroduce Maheu to "Sam Gold" who
either had or could arrange contacts. with syndicate elements in Cuba

vho might. handle the Job. Roselli said he had no interest in being

. paid for his participation and believed that "Cold" would feel the

et e e e e e
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same way. A memorandum for the record prepa red by Sheffield Edwaras

on 14 May 1962 states: '"No monies vere ever paid £Q~Roselli and

Giancana. Maheu was paid part of his expense money during the pe_rj.ods

~that he was in Miami.'_' (G:.ancana is "Gold.")

L O'Connell was. introduced (:Ln true name) do Roselli as an employee.-

| of Maheu, the ex_plana.tlon being t.hat O’Connell would handle the
.case for Maheu because Maneu was too busy to work ‘on it full time o
‘himself. No one els_e in the Office of Security wasf‘made.-w:.tting of - '\
“ 'uhe -.o_uera-tlou’a--t tﬁls time; Edwards himself did not meet R.eselll

' Lmtil the summer of 1962

At this point, about the second half of Sepcember, S.ael Edyards ‘

told Bissell that he had a frlend a private 1nvest1gator, who. had

a contact who in turn had other contacts’ throuoh. whom syndicete

" elements in Cuba could be reached. ‘These syndicate elements in .

Cuba would. be willing to. take on such an operation. As. of the 'la_.tter )

part of Septem’ber 1960, Edwards, O'Connel‘l., and Bissell were the only

' '_ones in the Agency who JYrlew. of a plan against Castro involving U S.

gangster elements. Edwards states that Richard Helms was not 1nformed

of the plan, because Cuba was being handled by Bissell at that time.
With Bissell present, Edwards briefed the Director (Allen.Dulles)
and the DDCI (General Cabell) on the existence of a plan involving

members of the syndicate. The discussion was circmspect;.IEdwar.ds
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deliberately avoided the use of amy "bad words.” The descriptive‘ term
used was "an intelligence operation.” Edwards is quite sure that the

DCI and the DDCL clearly understood the nature of the operation he

- was discussing. He recalls descri‘bi.ng the cba.nnel as be:n.ng 'Et‘rom A to

=

B to C. As b.e then. en.visioned. :Lt, .”A" was Mzheu,. f‘B was Boselli
and "c" vas. the pn.nc.f.pa]. in. Cuba. Eamas recalls tha.t Mr. Dulles.
o merely nodd.ed., presxmab],y 111 lmderstanﬁing a.nd. apprcval Certa.inly,.
_there was: no oppositicn. ] Edwar&s states that vh:Lle there was no -
fomal approval as sucn, he felt that he clearly hed tacit apprcval
. -to use- his own Judsment.., Bissell comir tted $150,000 for. the support

. 'of ‘the operation.

(Connnent' : In. the hg,at of this description of the brieflng,

it s appropriate to conjecture as to Just whet the Director did
.lapprove \)\It :Ls safe to conclude gz.ven the men partic:.patlng
a.nd. the general. sub;}ect of the meeting, there vas- little

o likelihood. of nd.sunderstanﬂing--—even tb.ough the details were '

EE deubemtely"mnrrea and. the speciﬁc i.n‘bended :r:esult vas never -

stateét irL unmistakable language- I’c is also :c'easona.bl° to
.conclud.e that th.e pointed. avo:x_dance of "bad words™ emphasized

to the participants '!:.he extreme sensitivity of the operation. ,)

Dur:Lng the week of 25 September 1960, O'Conrell and Maheu wen®t to

Miami where Roselli introduced only Maheu to "Sam Gold" at a meeting

- 18 -
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in the Fontainbleau Hotel. "Gold" said he had a man, whom he
identified only as "Joe," who would serve as courier.to Cuba and
make a*'rangements there. Maheu pointed out "Gold" to O'Connell

from a distance, but O'Connell never met either "Gold" or "Joe. ‘

»He did, however, learn their true identities. An Office of SecuritJ o
--memorandm to the- m)c:: of zh June 1966 places the time as several B
- weeks Later. O'Con.nell is now uncertain as to vwhether it was on-this -
. first visit to Miami or on a. subseq_uent one that he ‘and Maheu learned.

'the true identi*ies of the two men. Maheu and -O'Connell w_ere staying

at separate hot_els.._ Maheu phoned. ‘0'Connell one Sunday morning and

called his attentioﬁ to- the Parade s.upplement in one of that moxjning‘s_
Miami newspapei's. ‘It carried an article on the Cosa Nostra 5 with -
pictures of prominent members. The wan Maheu and ot Con.nell knew as
"Sam Gold" appeared as Mom Salvatore (Sam) Giancana, a. Chicago—based

gangster._ "J'oe » the courier" (who was never identified to either

'Maheu or O'Conne]_l :Ln any other way) tumed out to be Santos Trafficante,

the Cosa Nostra chieftain in Cuba.

At that time the gam'bl:.ng casinos were still operating in Cuba 3.

and Traffic_ante was meking regular trips .between Miami and Havana on

syndilcate business. (The casinos were closed and gambling was banned

effective T January 1959. On_ 13 January 1959, Castro announced that

- the casinos would be pemitted'to reopen for tourists and foreigners
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but that CuBans would be barred.. Tke cablnet on 17 rebruary 1959

au’chorized reopening the casinos for the tourist trade.. T:Lme magazine '

for 2 March 1959 annnunced that the casinos had. ‘been recopensed the‘-

N 'p'r'e“v:i.cus week. 'I!b.e New York Times issue of 30 September 1961

announced that th.e last of’ the &asinos still running had been. closed..) '
Traff:.cante was . 'bo make the armngements wlth. one of h.Ls com:acts |

o inside Cuba on. one of his tr.tps ta Havana

Fall and Farly Winter 1960 o

Vei'y'early”iﬂn the opeiation,..vell-before'_the Pirst 'eontact»,ﬂth
Roselli, the lnacbinery foi‘ readying the means of assassination was
set in motion. The sequence of events is not clear, but it is
apparent that a number of methods were considered. Preparation of
some materials wezrt ahea.d wi.th.out express approval.. |
(Comment' : It should be noted that SD maintains a stock
of eq_uipnent an.d. materials for operational use. When queries- are
made of TSD tech.nid.ans about materials or devices that are not |
stock its, i.t 1s not unusual. for the ‘c.ecnm.cians to go
ahead_,mth the preparation of the materials or devices against
the event_'tvhat'v there is a f‘ormai request for them. Because of
this, “undue significance .shouldg‘-not be attached to advance |

preparations for this operation. It should z2lso be noted that

P
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and with a fimly predictable end. result. ‘Botulin comes nearest to

- liquid or solid. fo :

s ] Yo .

tying it to a recouecﬁibn that Castro frequently drank tea, coffee,
or bouillon, for which a liq_uid. poison would be particularly well

suited..

anuar&'. —-‘Februsl'y'.:1961' S -

Despite the decision that a poison. in liquid. fom would. be most o

’a:esirab:l.e—, vha.t was acum.u,y p:epared and delivered vas &' solid. in |
the fom o small p;uis about the size of saccharin.e tabl.ets. ., [_—_} |
'remembers meeting witb. Eavards and O'Connell in Edﬂard.s of‘fice to . -
- discuss the requirement. !m:.e specifications were that the poison be

' .stable » soluble ’. safe to ha.ndle R undstectable ; not immediately acting,

. 'meeting all of those requirements, and. it may e put up in either

['—_—__]states tha.t the pill form was. . |

o "chosen because of ea.se and. safety of ha.ndling

Tb.e gangsters ma.y have had. same influence on. the .

S choice of & mens of assassination. O'Connell says that in his :

. very early discussions with. the gangsters (or, more precz.sely,
'  Maheu's discussions with them) consid.erat" on was given to poss:Lble
"ways of accomplishing the mission.. . Apparently the Agency-had. first
thought in'_tems of a typi‘cal,v gangland-sﬁy_le killing in which

Castro would be gunned down. Gilancans was flatly oppose& to the
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use of firearms. He sald that rio orne could "oe- recruite_d to do
| the Job, because the chance ofv sui“vival and escape #ould be
negligible. Giancana stated a preference for a lethal pill
that could be put into éastro*s food or drink. Trafficante
("Joe, the courier”) was in touch with a disaffected Cuban.
" official with access to Castro and presuzi:ably of a sort that
would enable him to. sufreptitiously polson Castro. The gangsters

: named their ma.n insid'e as Juan Orta who was then Office Cbief

and Direcuor Gemeral of the Office of the Prime Minister (Castro) .

The gangsters said that Orta had once been in a position to
receive kickbacks from the gambling interests, had since lost

that source of income ,_'and needed the money.)

When Edward's received the pills he dropped one into a glass of

wa'ber to test it for solubility and found. that it did not even _

. disintegrate, let. alone d:].ssolve. [—:}took the:m ba.ck aod made .

up a8 new batcb. that met  the requirement for solubility. Edwards . ‘

. at that; point wanted. assurance that the pills were truly lethal. -'He

called on Dr. Gunn to make an independent test of them. Edwards gave

Gun.n money to buy guinea pigs as test animals. Guon has & record of a

conversation with_ on 6 rebruary 1961. It may have related to

the tests » but we cannoi be sure. What appears to have hapﬁened is that

Gurn tested the pills on the guinea pigs and found them ineffective.
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ln any event, O'Connell did.-receive the pills, and he believes
there were six-of them.  He recalls glving three to Roselll. Presu;r_rxabl&' 7
the other three were used in testing :E'or solubility and effectiveness. ’
Eﬁhe dates on which O'Con.nell received ‘the pills and. subsequently
passed them to Roselli cannot be established. It would ha.ve been. _ '

' sometime. after Guan's notation of 10 February 1961. '.

Gunn also has a record of being approached. about. the unﬂerta}d.ng

by Williem K. Harvey (former special agent of the FBI) in February _

in con.nection with. a sensitive pro,ject Harvey was worki.ng on for -

' Bisseli._ According to Gun.n -] notes, he briefed. Harvey on the operation,

¥ and Harvey imstructed him to discuss techm.g_ues, but not targets,

t-’.-;ﬁv'ar with Gottlieb. Gunn s notation on this point is not in accord with
. the recollectiors of any of the others 1nvolved. We are_unable to

clarify it; the note mey have been in another context. 0"Conrte'lll

-states that J. C King was also briefed at this time, although King

denies learning of the operation until much later.. |

Iate ’Feb'ruary’- V.arch 1961

_ Roselli passed the pills to Trafficante. Roselli repOrted to
~ 0'Connell that the pills had been delivered to Orta in Cuba. _ Orta
is understood to have kept the pills for a couple of weeksﬁbefore

returning them. 'According to the gangsters ,'Orta got cold feet.

- 27 -
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(Comment: om; loct his position in the Prime Minis‘ﬁer's
Office on 26 January 1961, whlle planaing for the operation. was
“still going on in Miami and. in Washingtcn- . He took refuge in
“the Venezuela.n Embassy on ll April 1961 and became the responsi-
: bility of the Me:d.can Embassy vh.en Ven.ezuela. broke re]a.tions : |

, with. Cuba. i.n.ﬂovember 1961. Castro refused. to’ give him a safe

conduct. pass .tm’cil ‘October 1964 when B .wa.svallowecl. to leave :f:_‘or |

Mexico City. He. anived in Miami in early February 1965

| (zt appea.rs that Edwards and O'Connell aid not know at the

time of Orta's fall frcm favor. They have made no reference

to it~-ascrihing Orta's failure to cold feet. It would seem,

though, t.hat the gangsters did Imow that Orta had already lost ‘his
. access to Ca.stro ‘I!hey described. him as a man who had once had

a positicn that alloved-him a rak;e-off_ on gambling profits, a
position that he had since lost. T_’he only Jo‘b wlth which we can
associate Orta that mig,ht have allowed h.'im a ra.ke-off was the |

one he held in..tbe Prime Mi.rcLster 8 Ofﬁ.ce, which. he. lost on

26 .Ianna.ry 1961.. It seems’ likely that ; while the Agency. thoug,ht
,the gangsters had a man . in Cuba with easy access to Castro, what

“ they actually had. was a man disgruntled at having lost access.)

. The previously-mentioned 2k June 1966 summary of the operation

| prepared by the Office of Security states that when Orta asked out
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' Democratic Revolutionary Front, a group supported. by the Agency as

Agency.

of the assignment he suggested another candidate who made several
attempts without 'soccess. Heither Edwards nor O'Connell know the
identity of Orta's replacemen.t nor any.additional details of the

reported. mrther attempts .

March - April 1961

Following th.e collapse of the Orta channel, Roselli told

O'Conne]_l that Trafﬁcante knew of a man hibh up in. the Guban exile

. movement whom:l ght do the job. He 1dentified him as Tony Varona.

_(Dr. Manuel Antom.o de VABONA y Loredo) Varona 1 vas. the head of the '

-

part of the. larger Cuban operation. O'Connell und.erstood that Varona ’

was dissatisfied with the nature and the extent of this support and

that JWJAVE suspected. that Varona was not keeping his bargain with the

(Comment?' Reports from the FBL sugoest how Trafficante may
have- Xnown »of Varona. On 21 December 1960 the Bureau forwarded.

to the Agency a memorandum reporting that efforts were being

- made 'by U.S. racketeers to finance anti Castro a.ctlvities in

hopes of’ securlng the gambling > prostitution, and dope monopolies .

in Cuba in the event Castro was overthrown. A later report of

18 Janvary 196l associates Varona with those schemes. Varona

- 29 -
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approval became invalid if Moss were not used within six

months of the date of the approval.)

Trafficante ’approachecl Varona and told him that '.h'e had cl.ients'
blilO Warzte;i. to do.away with Castro e.nd bhat .fhey would- pay big-- money '
.for th.e ,job. Varona is reported. to have been very' receptive » since

» i'b would mean tha.t ‘he would be able to buy hlS ownL sh:.ps, ams, and
communications eq_uipment. : | _
(Comment-l By this time Roselli had become certai.n tbat

O'Connell was an Agency employee » not a subordinate of Maheu.

[ ‘_ | N He told O'Conn.ell that he wvas sure that O'Connell was "a
L - government man - CIA" but that O'Connell should not coni'im .

this to him. .Roselli said that as a loyal American he would

" do whatever he could and would never d.iw)_ulge the operation.)

Roselli was to deliver money to Varona for ex_penses. O'Connell

now recalls 'hhe amount as $5O OOO Edwards, who was away at the time,

recalls it as $25,000. Since Edwards was absent O'Conn.ell had to E
: get approval frozn Edwards' deputy, Robert Banneman, who until then. ‘
._ had been unwitting ._of the oper,ation,.i O.‘Connell told_ Bannermarx that i
. the operation was known to en_d eppro#ed -by Edwards. . Bennerman autho:m.zed. o

passing the money e.nd'now recalls fc.he amount as _being on the order of '

$20,00C to $25,000. An Office of Security mem'o"ranc_im to the DDCI,
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of ,jost how it was pla.n.ned to get the poiscn into Castro s food
by emoloying, someone with access to a restaurant frequented by
Castro. The mechanics were _identical‘ with those described. by
Edﬁard.s and as .report'ec.l in our'e_arlier.accotmt' of phase one of
the operation. . |
e¢. O'Comnell’s account of his own role in the operation.
in the early weeks following Harvey's- supposed -takeover makes it
evident that th.ere was. not a clean brea.k. ‘between the Office of
Security's r'esponsibihty and. that of Earvey. Further, 0'Conpmell
now believes tha.t there must have been something going on” o
between April 1961 (after the Bay of Plgs) ‘and April 1962 hut
he claims %to- be unable to remember any of the particulars. : .
’.Ehere are other tiisagreements among the three on facts. . They are |

reviewed here; not because they alter the essential fact of the

turnover or of Ea.rvey s sole responsibility for. the operation after

-8 certain point i.n time, but because they suggest that persons who S
. were supposed.ly mv:itting of events a.fter the tumover were in fact

'witting, because they were not effectively cut off a.t the instant of

turnover. _ _
Harvey's notes show that he and O'Comnell went ta New York City
to m_eet_Rose]_li’ ‘on the 8th and 9th of Aprii.l962.. 0'Connell recalls

it as being early in April and that the introduction was made on a




14-00000

CTPDLT_TVrn oursi.,

Cie0 Dokl 7

in the originai cast of hoodlum players. Harvey specified that
Giasncana was no+ to be ‘brought in on the reac L.J.va'cion of the o_pera ;.ion,

and he believes that Roselli honored the- req_uest. Roselll once

reported to Harvey tha.t Giancansa hdd asked if a:ay't.hing was going on, '

'and when. Roselli sa:.d. that nothing was. happening G).ancana said, s
- "Moo 'bad..'". Additionally' Santos Trafficante ( "Joe, the courier" f:om
) ; the earl:.er phase) was no longer involved. With the closiné o.i" the
| last casino in Havana in September 1961, Trafficante preszmably no
"longer had. access. Roselli now had a man. ]mown 'to B'arvey as Maceo, :

who also used the names Garcia-Gomez and. Godoy. :

(Comment* Harvey is una'ble further to- identi“y Maceo; he .
| describes ‘him as "a Cuban who spok= Italian.”™ One of Varona's !
associa.tes in the Cuban exile community was named. Anton.'l.o MACEO

.Mackle, but it seems unlikely that he was the Maceo of th.is
operation._ He was prominent enough in the e:d.le comnrunity to
have been lmown to Harvey. Further, + seems. clear tha.t Maceo
was - "Roselli.’s mam. This second. phase apcears to lack the .

fove*'whelming, high-level ga.ngster flavor that characterized the
first _phase. Roselli remained as a prominent figure in the
operation, but working directly with the Cuban e}d.le comz:;unl‘y
and directly on behalf of CIA. Roselli was essential to the

second phase as a contact with Varona, who presumably sti1l

- k8 -
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11 February 1965

q |cabled: "From Cubela on 10 February: On 10 'or .

i i 8 rebruary Cubela. is to receive one pistol with silenc:er and. one _

Belgian FAL rifle with silencer from Artime s secretary. Both weaponej '
come from. U.S. and now in Madrid." . (fmis is in conflict with the
earlier report 'bhat Art:.me would cache a nfle and. silencer if that

were all he .could findl. We are unable to resolve the- conf]ict )

12 February 1965

. The| T |cabled: "Artime reported on final meeting

- with Cubela: Artime had three packages of si)ec_:ia,l _:i.'tems made up by . -

his technical people and delivered to Cubela in Madrid. | Cubela

seemed satisfied."”

L Marched 1965 :

{ _ | Ireported receiving a- telephone call frcm a

. fz-lend in Havana who had. seen Cubela back in Havana the Previous day-. s

The | lcabled that one Rafael GARCIA-BANGO Dirube

had arrived in Madnd from Cuba on - 15 March and had been 1n’crod1.ced.
to a _10fl1cer. .Garcia-Bango claimed t0 be in contact with a

- 103 -
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group of Cuban mllitary' leaders vho were ;pla:tm.*l<= to eliminate Cast*'o
and take over +the government. It quickly became clear that he was
refemng to Cubela. '_ Garc1a—Bango said that he nad. always been

yubl::.cly identified a.s a close f‘riend. of Cubela whom he last saw o

-111 Havana on 9 March. . Garcia.—Bango sa.:Ld that he ha.d_. been ‘che lawyer -
for the Capri Hotel 1n Eavana. He was Jailed. i‘or '1’5 aays 1.11 J’uly

1962 ‘Tor defending Sa.ntos Trafficante, a U.S. eitizen. and ex-manager . o

of the Capri gambltng casino who was kicked out of Cuba.
(Comment: E’Lhis is another nnme-]_in.k between Cubela and
| the gambllng symiicate plot.s reported upon earller in this B
report. Trafﬁcan’ce was one of the pr:i.ncn.pals in Shef Edwards' -

Phase One of the operation.' He presumably was not involved in

Phase Two under Harvey, but we cannot be sure of that. After all,.

Trafficante- wa.s the man. who Brou’ght Varona into the operation late

in Phase One,. . ami Varona, was one of the main players during Phase _

Two. The three-ma.n team that was sent in/g arons was reported

on 21 J'une 1962 to be in pla.ce in Cuba. )

June 1965 :

Headquarters declded to terminate all contacts with key members
of the Cubela group. It had become increasingly apparent that the

c:.rcle of Cubans who knew of Cubela's plans and of CIA'S association
< 104 - .
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underworld for.some of the Cubén exfles. The other report, on -
18 January 1961, sﬁggests that . was one of those receiving =
that support,,although.fhis was not confirmed. As a matter of'._ |
interest, as late as 10 June'1964.therefwas a report that gangster
elements in the Miami area were offering $150,000 for anybne.who
would kill Castro (an amount mentioned to the syﬁdicate reprg;
sentatives by CIA case officgrs at an earlier date). These bits
of informgtion, fitted together, could provide the baéis for an
explanation of why was so readily available whén approached
by Roselli.” It also may throw light onvé question nofed in the
1967 1G Report. The operation with the syndicate had been called
off following the Bay of Pigs in April 1961; yet, when it was
reactivated in April 1962 the case officer felt there was something
already ongoing in spite of the faqt that the operation had been
terminated a year ear]ier; It is possible that CIA simply found itself
involved in proQ?ding additional resources for independent operations
that the syndicéte already had under way. The criminal syndicate '
_ha& important interests in Cuba, and to'recover them may well have
soUght on its own to eliminate Castro. In a sense CIA ﬁay have.beed
' piggy—backiné on the syndicate'and'1n_add1tion to its materfal contri-

butions was'also supplying an aura of official sanction.
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“ships between Sturgis and Trafficante,

have'been a source of information on the subject whereby Castro
couid have learned of CIA's earlier plan against his life.
Newspaper stories are not necessarily reliable sources of
information. However, because the statement by Sturgis _.
indicated a fam111ar1ty with = : T - T
‘jadditional attention was given the statement .
in the press to see how it might fit in w1th other things that are

._known.: What follows is subject to reservations that must attach

to the re]iabi]ity of newspaper stories
o Press stories

refer to possible relation-
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