16 MAY 1888

.'TDirector A T Co
. .- Federzal Buresu of Investzgauion
.. .Attention: ¥r, S. J. Paplch
.+ Actions of Gerzld Lee Rickards, Criginzily

“{%;;nr. Martin Luther King Jr..:: Do

1e68. Followxng is a full zccount of the znvestxggtzon made
this case: ’ e e o . .

"A.' On 16 April 1968 = United Stetes Netional
"~ Gerzld Lee Richards, who bore z2 gemeral physical .

. gssessin of Dr, Martin Luther Eing, Jr. had srrived
© in Jopan sbout 15 April 1968 z2nd requested a pos:txon
. aboerd any ship going snywbere,  Biechards becsm R

ngitated when asked for z contect sddress dn Jhnan
and refused to divulge bhis Jepsnese Tesidence. The,
Hational laritime Union officizl described Bichexrds

two end one«half inches long traversing the cpnter

disconcerting, idiotic grin resembling 2 consisnt e
grimzce.  According to Richards'® documents and state~
ments, he was born 8 April 1937, zpplied for seamzn's :
papers in Ssn Pedro, Califormiz, 16 June 1864 2and . o
T repglstered there g8 2z Unifted Stztes Kationzl E;rmtlme

. His Social Security Number is 552«£6-5078; his United
: States Coast Guard hunber Z 2711«782 ‘ ; g
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SR v1. Reference is made to t e fébort concerhing‘the abbve": i
subject mazde by telephone to ir. S.J. Papich =at- 0930 on 17 April .

- regsenblance to the descriptlon given of the suepected ,355?

gg 5' 10" tsll, 155 pounds, with broen hazr, z receding |
dairline on both sides, znd a2 act very prozinent scar N

forehead, his most ocutstanding cherzecteristic being aif'“

vInvestigation in Japan of Ee*ort on Susn;c*ous g

Described =s Resenbling Suspected Assessin o; '

~Har1time Union official in Yokohzma reported that one ;?ﬁ?' e

‘-Union member om 21 ¥Februzry 1968 but never shipped out..x‘~>;,u_
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Snfirmed ta

= DIOZTOPREC CavTa sinplicd
. —by ational Maritime Unicm offiecial., A ward check
" 4ndicated that Richards originzlly resiccd in Jason
- from 1963 to 1964 znd married TATATAMA lLickilko in 1CE3.
-~ Both Richards and his wife left Japan for the United :
" States in 1964, Richardés returzed zloze %o <2p2n atout i
. 15 April 1968, Eis wife's azddress in ithe United Stnios B
~ ig listed as 160 30501 {phonetic) Street Cerpenteriz, SRR

’_Califoraia, 93013.
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S ,:aph of R.ch“rLs |

: was shern to the Rationsl=ioTitind
~Union official znd identified by hin zs the indivicduzl

. in subparagraph 1A above who hzd “nplled for a sezmzn's

berth, The photoegraph of Rickzrds bears no cpdﬂrent

resenblance to photographs of suspected assassin

James Earl Ray provided by the Federzl Bureau of |
}Investivation.

12. The above informziion hazs been given to the Le~a1
Attacbe of the Unzted St ates Ezbassy in Toxyo.
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