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10 Feb 77
Scurce: iotes made by A. Guodgastu”e
Tor Johﬁ Leader, IG Staff

Subject:s Background on Mexico Station Support Assets
' (Coverage of Sov1et and Cuban. me3351es)

1. COvera"e. From the time tb Mexico S atlon vas OWencd in

(by Bill Doyle) until arrival of Vin Scott as COS in 1955 Charles

Anderson III (stlll in LA/HQ) had developed a sunport apparatus toflavvmffff"'
eynlolt lcads from the Sov1et Emoassy. This umbrella type project (LIFEAT). |
consisted of multl llne phone taps, three photo sites, a moblle surveillance

team and a mall_inuercept operation,

~a, Fhone taps were placed \
. T RR O W TR T

CZ >ha aled by David WILSTED (pseudo).. The number of lines -

tayped was limted by ava11a0111ty of %&? ﬁ%;%» post nearby
2 central) .and English/

(slnce the taps were not ra ~{ﬁ“
6‘?.“
Spanleh (Sov1e n,

etc) transcribers. Generally

these‘(;f “vx1can or Nex1can Arerlcan) were relaued

(which‘é;i"statlon at that time felt was good securlty in that

A

if they ‘talked about’ shop, they waald talk to each other.)

b. Three photo‘sites were handléd‘by Andérsbn wlth the help
of ﬁarry Mahoney (reﬁired, living'inlchicago) and TDY TSD
people checking the'bést type of camera, film; an&lconcealment
devices. These had éub—cripts undér LIFEAT (LIMITED, LILYRIC,
and LICALLA), - LIMITED vas a fived site bang bppositg_across
the stregt from the front gate of‘the Soviet Embassy which had
both a vehicle and foot entrance. The Soviet gate'was.on the
Yorthllest corner of théir compound and LIAITED + was dlaaorally

-aCross a double barrelled <treet on the Sou»k-oa
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| the front' gate of the Soviet Enbassy. The agents' in LIMITR

s
el

trat block, LIMNITEZD was he first Lezse ard it operated strictly on an

i

o . 1D
ST 12

ex<eripentél-baulé in the cariy stages, I trink the iexi Stationvbbnght
one storey

this property (a/Sranish Colonial 5uoﬂe house) through LIMOUSINE (check to
' be sure). Later this house began to fall apart. This base vas closed when

tge Station gét.wérd thet the yhoto of ”uniden nan" was being released tovthé
~puvlic by.uhe Warren COﬁn1551on. The rhoto operators vere noved to another apt

nearby. The nropertv vas sold (under an operational agreement with LI“OUDIW”
: for a long term 1ease on the top floor of a new apartmmpt bldlng to be bullt

on thls_51ue). g LILYRIC was planned as an alternate photo base to LINM ITED

It vas in an upper storey (Brd floor ~chec&) on the sarme side of the street

as LIMITED but.ln the mlddle_of the block Souih.' It had a slanted view of

%ﬂ%mﬁrc (both

Hexican faﬂllles) as far as ve knew, vere not acq

|  LILYRIC was a rented apartﬂent %
in one of a row of f‘our ho 2R ' th ozde of uhe Soviet E"bassy co*noound

- which the Mexico Sta'tién -":-“. in about 1958 (check date), also using

LIMOUSINE as the ,urcnaser (chec ) This site ovarlooked the back ‘garden of"

uhe S:)Vlet EﬂbaSSJ co*lpound The purpose of this opsrztion was to get zood

1derxt1110°tlon photographs of the Sov1et Tersonnel (vho at thet t:Lme vere larc*elj

unldentlfn.nd in Mexico Station records). The three photo. s:Ltes viere handled by

'm( Iexlcan cutlzen of U.S. mother who taught el ereqtarv level at

tﬂe Amorlcan School )y collected the film ﬂzﬁe&m&mﬁ from LIMITE

“and LILYRIC three times a weel«:. Eis sister's Husbﬂnd Carlos (xfe \1ran dom,o”) ‘

developed and prmted the film 1ntojﬁ0 convact print strips. The master plart
:-T_/p,. 't,—*-"’i"’-
vas for LI"ALLA £ilm to ve pr ocessed Jinside TSD man from 1957 to 1959 (Harper }

' - res_Lgned) could no‘o handle the volume and as the unprocessed fllm be"an

to accumulate, the: 1"151de CO (l‘ahoney) became alugustﬁd and took the film out

fox;brw u}wr-ln——lah to process (p provatly early 1959), Thus@becarﬂe

the handler for all three photo @seg. A sensitive staff D nonluorlnv operation

lafﬂffﬁ
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was run out of another ohe of these houses (crypt for the four houses ueas

LIIUST, 1, cte). This was hardled by ulml /IDDEY (outside TSD officer) ang

‘lahoney using FO TDY teams Por/ﬂonluorlnc -This opsration was also separate

=

from LIZALLA, Tne’two houses in betueen were rented to un,zsncct ¥s, uenants.

 -0;:-Hobi1e surveillance‘was devéloped oy Anderson and later placed
<under Jah ney and Joseph Sancho. This teém-consisted of a half

' dgzeq or.so agents who used three to ;ﬁur late model cars ana a
'nanel uruck (Wnlch could be used on staxe outs for photo covera: 83o
The plan vas to activate this group by radlo (from LIk ITED BASE)

Soviet :
‘wnen soueone of lnterest left tbe/m“baSSJ gate ard stay with then

,untll they made their &eetings.}

SAS} tefause they had LIMITED hhotos Lo.\““

gThls uorked fairly well unt17

‘was arrested by @ﬁ bbo

Mexican Sec”et Service. BJ uhe tlme +he Station could arrance tlrouCh

a -cleared attorney to ba11 him out (Juad Augtln of the Goodrlch

Little and quuelme firm), the agent: had 1dent1°ned Sapcho (\mo vas
S e I :

°vacuaued across the border at t ogales by Bob Shaw) and the inside - -

| phone nun%er of Mahoney (vho was subaequenulj replaced oy Louis
_Puc ett) As a result of this flap, the LIFTAT progect was brerq

up into several others. The °sents vere nol changed but vere b1*'en

: . Frank
new crypts. /Estancona and Peggy Naggard replaced Andersén in handling
the: phote taps., Puckett reolaced tizhoney and handled the

surveillance team (LIENTRAF) and the photo bases t}'zro:.zgh .

d. LIBIGHT was the crypt used for af }mail
‘intercept handled by Charlie AndersongIII; i r}
: valdlg
[\"Atgwil .
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casze officers

jey
de
)]

a sub—egent in the postal system (I think at <he a;ig—§:3\ I
L1T5nse Spera, e
wvere lzter/Puckett, Rouert Feldmann, and Alan White.

2. was ud*nl*aole avd insecure as charaeth terize d by the nature
of the\ Tre ? Aefmcan. S (Direction of *ederalg

Seﬂurluy) with un;ch ve dealt vwas a hip pocket group(Tun out of the Hinistry
. 7 i

0f Govirnment. This wdnistry spent a major part of its time on contrel of
[N L ot e

e e . - . .
foreigners and political investizations,

( QBobert ’ﬂlbergiestabllshed cantact with one of them /Puqi.
v_(later LIFIR ‘crroup) in about 1950 or 51. -He zave uhem some .
‘in travel’control working]

theyairport. as well as #ile searches of names fron EFS«HqtrsSwhere the files

%r, some useful

training (a group of about five surveillance tyves)

vere poorly organized and often inadcurate, How and then
f}% e berc \Jielberg was

information vas deveWODed buu 1t coula not be aen

replaced'by( Mahoney, Thomas

\,__.—7

Hazlitt, ard Rovert Feldmann*4§

BE et socially some of’the(

'K ~During this period, the U S. .  jff

T L

Aﬁbassador Robert C. hlll (reflectlnc the policy oP then Sec State J F. Dulles) '«{7

was energetic in organ ing groups to "flcnt cotmunlsm". One of these seedo

grew 1nto a proposall Miguel Aleman (Jr. son of former Mexi Pre51dent), actin é:}, R A

(for Logez liateos, made to Win Scott for 2 Joi

nt telephone tap_operation.' This

project (LIENVOY) went through about four distressing years of a shakedown,

| The Mexicen in control(LIELEGANT) was inexperienced His

son m | LIZLEGAIT also
manipulated coﬁtrol_@ver the principal = zent éf LIBIGHT, The
first case officer was-Alfonso Spera inside with | (retired) outside
and Jokn (TSD training offiéer fof surveillance énd head of the llstenlng

post where thirty teleshone lines would connect as well as a transcriztion room

./ \/AL)"'A"..,J J . ' . ;

e

4 A 1 Iy s g e P e e ©



14-00000 .

- ‘Cﬁ Wallm g,
Mrcican ary olficers. Initially tre stotion tried 4o n.et every
Iy X ~ N o

demand made. by the Mexicans) Both and John hed language dif flcul’sle and

versonal problems associated with being outside the stsztion

R —

eouipment'at‘enormou's costs, and neglecting their part of the barvain

deallng<w1th the i x1cans

&

roductlon of transcrlpts or pla01ng taps which we Uaﬂuﬂd era was replaced

be Jack Bradj uno found hlrself in the same plncer noverent of havi g Scott

approve a request_by LIELEJANL that Brady had turned doun by the son, LIEHVOY~2.

Finally when the cost became exhorbitant and there vas 11t tle to show Ffor it,

the.prbject vas reVamped. Smlth and John returnaed to the U.S. 2 were ren lacv&

#s

by a TSD offlcer, Cnarles Fllcx, %o was "ut inside t-::'ﬂu 3¢ nost to maintaib
: Brady was reassigned to othar dutiggs rQnsfer.
the eqalpﬂent / Scott toom over the progect

res. Goodpasture had no -

when Scott was 111 or out of town. Generally,.

’;all decisions were made by Scotu. This was about laue 1901

3. My nemory is a- llutle vague about the orlglns of »he Cuban Erbasoy but I
‘thﬂnx the staff fﬂrst devoloped from & pro- Castro group celebrating on New
‘Years eve 1959 As I‘recall, it was a makeshift arrangement of vblunteers
.through most of 1960 end €1 with Tom Hazlitt producing voluminous reports on

.their'activities and recruitivg agents right and left among Cuban nationals in

Mexico City.
4 Personneliassignments. Of interest to US'now is vho was in Mexico during
the pprlod prior to Oswald s visit and the subseqapn investigation by the

Warren Comr ssion. To deternine vho vas there and what they. were d01* I
Leve grouped persons tQHeuJer c“ranolovlcally v1th areas of thelr 8351gnment
o : T as the
covering from to 1969 so that sfxaikey names oop up, one- cen tell vhat
obod wr—

.parlod they were 1n Mexico and thelr e531vnmentsAat the time.
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8/56-6/69 C€OS  Minston M. Scott (deceased)

DCOS | 7/56 ~ 7/58 Alfons dricuez (retired)
- 10/58 - 12/62 (retired)

"6/63 ~ 9/65 KIlan White (retired)-—
10/65 - 1069 Stanley Watson (retired in Mexico) -

COV*QT ACTION

| Bouard Eunt 'retifed)

C,Z/ﬁl 7/53 ( (resigned)
19/5f - 9/61 Stannard Short (rctlred)

~ Chief - v

9/61 - 3/64 David Phillivs C/(retired) —
8/62 - 9/64 Asst -~ ;
2/6l, - 6/65 Janes Flannery C/(retired) —— l
9/6L, - 11/66 Harold Danhren Asst
10/65 — 1967 - Stanlevy Yatson C,(retlred)

66 -~ 68 ,

68 - 71 (:fosepn SmlthC(retﬂred] B

'CUBA OPERATIONS S L ’ | S

56 - 4/62 Tkomas hazlltt Chief ' *. ’ % %’

2/60 - L/62 Ciéggigiggigﬁﬁ(rctlred Costa Rica) 3&%&’
L/63 = 4/65 PBob Shaw Chief — " §§§§5
9/63 ~ 7/65 { - 2R _
10/63 - 5/65 Lorna iackay :
- 8/63 ~ 6/65 David Phillips Lhd®h
-9/65 - 10/68 Joseph PluCOlO d &

(Ap,wAaaﬂ

. SOTIET 1n RGET S |
6/57 ~ 10/59 Louise Ljon CL* »*’4\ - 6/62 - 1/67 Preatice Narheine' (os)

9/59~ 8 65 (Rerbart 1 anpll%Chlefe- (retired ?)
- 9/59 ~ 8/65 (Parbsra Manell'\~ "~ Outside GO

- 5/64 - 7/66 Willian Bright
- 4/65 - 11/67 Cynthia Fausmenn -
6/65 ~ 7/07 Alice Pittinger

7/65 ~ 4/69 Paul Dillon Chief

SO"' ET TRANS CuIBERS

6/56 - /58 Morris Gordon (resigned)
6/58 - 6/63 George Misko — :
6/63 — 70 Boris Tarasoff (retired in Mexico) -

(""f}n»u
.\)"t

.( 0 Aey .1.":! §
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SUPPORT ASSETS

yphono tﬂbs

{

4/56 -

- 1961 Cbrrles Anderuon III Chief
L/60 CPengy VaggardAss
1/62 Frenk Estancona quef

2/60 - 10/64 Tho aé Keenan -

9/ 64 ~

12/67 Hickael Farior -

phbto CUbaPS .

! Cutside CO
David YILSTED (ps)
~retired in Mexico-

6/59 - 4/64 Robert Zambelnardl (resvcned Mes 1co)
6/62 TSD (rotlred)

7/59 -

‘photo Soviets

3/54 -
/57
6/58 -

6/63 -
€5 -

Sk

1959 -
1959
1959
1359 -
1960~
1862 -~
106‘1 -

i

E;;;;::;1phdneitaps

/59 Harry T. Mahoney
(retired Chicako)

6/6* A. Goodpasture (alternete 0O —

end internsl routing) -
6/63 Louis D. Puckett (retired)
lo/6Z Thomas Keenan = obark H.
66  William Bright 5 L?)ala o .

1969 WVinston Scott (decoased)
1020 Alfonso Spera( (retired)
1960 Turner Smith)(outside, now
1960 John w——m::l(’l‘rcnn:Lnrr rept
1961 John Brady (retired)

1968 A, Goodpasture -

1971 Ch rles Flick (outulde TSD

[jij:ii]- °ﬂrve1113nce

q | (Hobert T pblberg}(retlred)

3754, -
/;50 -

4759 Harry lzhoney (retired)
1641 Thomas Hazlitt

L2/62 ~ 9/67 Robert Feldmann

[SD Outside unit

;/58 - 12/63 Glen Yidden (retireg) —
/59 ~4/64

?\{'

56 - 68 0uuSlde hcent

. L/mare%%%gnea in Mexico) .|
v\.v . N % . .v ‘ v . ..v -;' _2-

fe

retired)
resigned)

Stalff Agent — retired)-—

Joseph 1, Resigno (ps) Unit blown and closed duun

YIJ !-'
. r‘
\ __,njf’“‘s‘

©00L0170
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About nid 1962 (c}nck aaoe) LITHVOY,outsli Mexi rept asked

*fhe')hone nu_qDPI'S of the Soviet, Cuban, and Satellite Emnbassies.

QE}th this rorenarnlnr} LIFEAT ( was di'connectnd
—— e EA

Fowever,

as I recail, the uruzcans conneCUed 5 Cuban lines, 5 Soviet lvnes, 3 Czech,

2 Polish,” end 1 Yugoslav line. The. baserouse llsten;ng post had a live

f

_moqitor who mcde skort sumnaries of in teresting conversétions for a‘daily'

resume which wes received each day a“ourd 8 a.m, ( assed by Fllck to Gooooastare'
to get to Scott berore 9. a.n,) Later (vhen the reel vias coqpletely recorded)
full tran scrlpts vere uyoed and passed to the statvon in the same uaj, however,

tbere vas usually a tlre lac of a aaj or so. Those transcrlpus which”héd

ARusslen or’ anotaer languase besides Soa»'sh or Enollsh »ent out of the listening

post the day after the transcrlpt (of other conversations o @el)was

troed. These reels vere ta(en to another locatios Hrere translated

and typed. In the case of the Russig

about a week behind the dat%%:.

~;Russian conversations amon wembers of the Sov1et Exbessy. During this -l

”-perlod (fall of lv63) the reels were probably belng brought 1nto the staticn
end carried to Boris by one of the peoyle from the Sov1et Qectlon or uhey may
have baen carrled to him by Fllck but I think I bro ght the reel in and gave

-1t to {Herbert Manell to take to Boris.

‘ra“dled all of tbe processr.g of Soviet t”anscripts. hj Jjob 1nvolved screeninvA 

Herbert Lanell and his wife Be rbare

Eadrtan st

the photocraphs as soon as ve learned thrat the man calllnc hinself Oswald wa

probaoly an Anerican, Fowever, here again there was a backlag because the

photos were plcxed up three times a week but uhe ones riciked up*were usuzlly

for dates a few days preﬁiously because (the doctor\processed the film on a P

night time basis. Photographs vere made usually until one roll vas used bub

later we got it changed to one day coverage on each roll -~ in other words the
RZhe

| operetors cleared the camera each day vhetrer there was anyaRidmxnxgm a full

- roll of film exposed. Instructlons vere to cover office hou“s, photogra h eech .

Op( Glf J‘ :




new Soviet and fanmily, all foreigners end foreign ligenee plates, Funan
error did occur-but generally the eggents were conscientious. The Cuban

.eﬂbagsy coverege had more so'klsticat i equi ipaent (a pulse cavera) but it

frequenulj develobed mechanical difficulties. Bob Zambarnardi and/

(1 think) kandled this fllm - plCK up and ds 1iVery. Lorna lzacXay screened
'>the‘f11m,1n31de the station. |

| T am certaln thet the Os"ald Call came to our attentlon from the
Sovietuline._ It was plcxed up and uakenito Boris for a translation because '
_the‘caller was trylnc to speak Russian., Any aelay vas caused by'ﬁaiting to
compare the photobraphs 11th the typed t“8150¢1pt Thpre were no coples of

-b"anscrints evegy’made in 1anguages otbnr “than Spanlsh or En-wish because Win

Scott could read 011y thoce two languages erd ke rers 1£‘f?

- transcrlpts for oHeratl al leads he xanted

%g
@&@M&
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