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REFERENCE: Memorandum from pﬁ$;ﬁ> <§§§§hn;to E. Henry Knoche,

SUBJECT : Review of Agency Holdizn §Feg$§§§é§ Photograph of
: i v
S .

dated 15 April 1§75 <§g

1. In accordance Wlth reference request we have cxamlned

TN

' apd summarlzed the record COncernlnc a cropped photograph that was

con51dered by the . Warren Comm1531on in the course of its 1nvest1~

»oatlon.‘ The photograph (tovether with others of the same |

-y

1nd1v1dua1) orlglnated from an intelligence operatlon conducted

an October 1963 by the CIAZ

2. Under the extraordlnary press of effort to develop infor-

‘mation on the assa551n and ‘the assassination, copies of the photo—
graph were nade avallable by CIA" Mexico Station Chlef on the
afternoon of 22 November to the local FBI representatlve. LaterQ
that day, assertedly on the dec151on of the Ambassador,'coples
fwere conveyed by an FBI representatlve on a special U. S. Naval
- Attache flight to the Dallas office of the FBI for posszble use
‘.‘in the‘oncoino investigation. ‘One th§§§§§ph cropped by the

gFB;, was shown to Mrs, Marguerlte Lee Harvey OSNALD'

- —ﬁ&
mother) in Dallas on the evenlngf: 4g§§§§per 1963 by an FBI
agent. - - , <§§iQ>§‘ §§§§ |

3. The Warren Conmr§§i%n' Qégggrt describes the sequence of
events that ultimately ,result in Mrs. Marguerite OSWALD's
~allegation that she had been shown a cropped photo of Jack RUBY

the.dayvbefore-he_mordered_her son. A further complication
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“ frequented by "grlngos"\ggyth

- she had been shown a copy of th&@ iﬁ ph

“before the Comm1551on it h@%yﬁeen

partial days -- about 116 hours i@gg%
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ompound1nn this erroneous conclusaﬁ%\\x\@% @act that, when
P

h in hex appearance

5 Q' .
l by the FBI in Washing-

ton 1n a sllahtly different ﬁénnéégéb

4. Although 1n no way related to Lee Harvey OSWALD or his

stay in MeX1co Clty from the m01n1ng of 27 September 1963 to the

vmornlnc of 2 October 1963, at 1east one set of photographs of the‘

unidentified man orlclnated during OSWALD'S stay there, It is

'.-1mportant -therefore~ to an understandlnv of the acqulsltlon and
~ handllno of the photographs by the Mexico Station to- rev1ew what.
“the Station ascertalned and did w1th the iaformation it developedu

:about OSWALD in Mex1co Clty, together hlth Headquarters actlon on

that 1nformat10n.:

5.° From all credlble evidence known to thlS time (none,

'lvlnc1denta*ly, added since the exhaustive work of the Warren Com-

.m1551on), Lee Harvey OSWALD spent four (ﬁ) full days and two (2)

(\\

\5 - in-Mexico City from about

%a m. 2 0ctober 1963.

<§§§§b cial traveler hotel, not

Commercio -~ where he was -

10:00 a. m. 27 September 1963 to§§

/\

N

His place of r651dence wgﬁs comal

reglstered under . alias. Exﬂ<>s ive and detailed 1nterv1ews and

v nterrogatlon by the Mexican authorltles and the FBI after the

'3553551nat10n-establlshed that, in the recollectlon of all hotel

personnel he left and returned late each day of his stay.

"6. Allow1na for the fact of late arrival and early departure,

and assuming that he slept one-third of the time of hls stay

v'(38 or 39,hours), there remalnvsome 78 hoursvof activity to be
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~Station had no llve ‘sour. v

“esrup .
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Aaccourtcd for. Overall, CIA's 1n§o§§§§20n can account onl) for

very brlef pEIIOdS during 28, 29Q$;§%<£§§§§hnd 1 Octobcr. All
|f,\‘~»: P
coverage by CIA during the @g?@ p§§§§g was technical. The

nL) coverage. .

N .
7. It should be noted tﬁ§§; WALD was in no sense "under
investigatlon." vNone of the facts of his defection and stay in
the USSR and return to the U. S., 1959 - 1962, were Lnown to the

Mex1co Statlon or in its flles before 10 October 1963 On that ]

| date, _the bare bones of his biography were forwarded by. Head-

_quarters in response to a Station cabled report of 8 October

Uhlch had forwarded on a routine ba51s, what appeared to be a

' contact by an Amerlcan for a visa to Cuba in tran51t to the USSR.

1=Th15 was 1nd1cated and deduced from technlcally acquired 1nfor-

matron on 1 October, whlch was the flrst and only occ351on on thaL

visit in Wthh OSWALD was recorded as 1dent1fy1ng hlnself )

(partially) by true name.

1ew of all coverage -« - .

8. At no time durlng his sta \§§§§X1CO City did the CIA
\

acquire a photo of OSWALD,

technical as well as photooraph“ ’x onducted by the Statlon
Q>\ :
on 22 and 23 November 196gg;%te TRy ssa551pat10n, including

,vk\?

marerlals back to Aucust>19 is confirmed that there was no

CIA. photo coverage of OSWALD at any time durlng his MeX1co trip

or stay in Mexico. Clty. Moreover, although it had made a cabled

request on 15 0ctober“~the Mexico Station had no photo of QSWALD
in its records, nor did it receive one from Headquarters -= hthh

did not Have . one either . -- before 22 November 1963,
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9. It must be stressed'that h/%<tebhn1c11 1nf01mqt10n the

Station had was not (and noxmall”

X cessed in "real
L ') 4§§v _
time." The means of acquisi cnuanc<i§§b olume of the 1nfor—
. <<,>
mation preclude anyth1n0<ﬂYt he
A\

ok reportlng of items ]Ldﬂed
cfto be of more'than ordlnary 1n§2§-st and, therefore, noted in
summary logs. Full texts of selected items require consultat:on
of .the tape and elther a full transcrlptlon or full translatlon
3or both. Photo coveraoe tends to become available in quantlty
'loLs whlch TEqUlres 5cann1na and selectlon on a rapld and
-accelerated ba51s in four or five day "peaks. One of the .
"tr1ggers"'that normally 0perates to focus and accelerate more
’.;speedy rev1ew and reporulng of thls kind of raw 1nte111gence is
the mentlon of a name. .This was precisely what occurred in the
Tsecond of two conversatlons on 1 October, dUring which the
speaker sald he was "Lee OSNALD." ‘It was this 1nformat10n
~reported by the Statlon to Headquarters in its flrst 1nd1cat10n'
on OSWALD ‘on 8 October 1963. o S
. 10. The Mexico Statlon did oneé§§§§§%hingin iﬁs'S.Octeberf‘
report on Lee: OSWALD based on ghé\§$9 infofmation%‘ it
oupled the data with deschﬁfivefl

§Q
from a sen51t1ve source/4§%é§pho

apparently an American, n}?o x

on 1 October. The Statlon reported this detall on the 8th as

on it had acquired -

of a male individual,

served entéring an'meASSY"’

‘a2 matter of coincldent fact. The Station did not assert or
suggest that the data led to any deduction that theAphoto was in

fact OSWALD er, indeed, was in any way related to OSWALD.
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11. One additional elemeAL of bac 5S§gng rnust be

stlpulated now as the f1na1 plecon¢§§§§ﬁ to understanding the
/(\“ ’
1 \\.\h@to

e unknown

relevance (or 11rc1evance) of th

individual placed in the ch_;-"i’ on 23 November in

.tohality of CIA Mexico*s

Dallas by the FBI agent: wh ?wa

coverage of OShALD's act1V1ty as % the afternoon of the 23rd

‘;;-

when all avallable coverage had been checked?
12. The totaxlty of Mexico Statlon coverage on or reasonably

1nferab1e to be OSWALD con51sted of flve (5) voice 1ntercepts.

~ Each of these 1tems 1nc1ud1ng the text of the raw 1ntercepts

were read by, dlscussed Wlth, and examined by Harren Comm1551on

staffers in Headquarters and at the Mexico Station durlng a stay

. .from 8-13 Aprll 1964. -All were made available promptly to

'pthe FBI.

1 At about m1d day on 1 October, the*camera fegistered

"1the entry 1nto an Embassy of a whlte shlrted 1nd1v1dua1 In the -

*0p1n10n of the Statlon among all the persons photographed that

'who-entered. On the chance tha

0Q5

‘day, he appeared to ‘be the only non ; and p0551b1y American

" between the 1dent1f1cat10n

\) £§§ be an association
1m_<€%; m the voice inter-

from the photograph, the -

cept and the descr1pt1ve<@§

Station reported the twszéiemg§?§>

s separate facts in its cable

.h--to Headquarters on 8 October.»p}

_'14. The Statlon s actlon was not unusual and really amounted

'.to an analyglc "quantum leap," in terms of the pr1m1t1ve status

of the OSWALD 1dent1f1cat10n. Many'examples of a similar kind of

thlng can be found in the day-to- da) record of Statlon Headquarters
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quarters at 22297 time aftcr leatnlnn Of<§§§>?ITCSL of Lee H.
OSWALD, age 24 p0%51b1) in conﬂectlo€§§§§ﬁ>the assassination,
~and rofnrenced its: oarller messaaes\og) 2§% 15 October and

E photograph 1t had selected as having the "apparent age of 35.%

' noted that photo coverage of the unidentified 1nd1V1dual had

i pouched'dispatch read . ég%

" 15. On ZZ.Novembor 1963 the»NoYico Station cabled Head-

Headquarters' reply of 10 Oct Q%%é T Qé%g ion Tequested by:
"priority pouch a 5§§§ (§§§§ID so that Station .
can check all recent cov g§§2 for OSWALD. Forward-
ing soonest copies of only v151tor on 1 October who -
could be 1dent1cal with OSWALD."™ N

16. Th15 obv10u51y was for comparlson at the Statlon

whlch had estlmated the age of the unldentlfled male whose

17. . The Station meanwhile had begun an exhaustive and
accelerated review of all its technical and photographic intel-
ligence. A dispétch'was prepared in accordance with the

indioatioh giﬁen in the cable of 22 November. The 'dispatch )
turned up on 4 and 15 October.: The § of the 22 November 1963

O Attached are cop1 1y photooraphS'

ootained.' .' .on 1 P« 1ch appeared to be
- ,an‘Amerioan.3‘< 151ted{?qlﬁmbassy on
’tt4 Octobor 1963. |
"2.‘tCopies—of these photographs were shown to the
U. S Ambassador on 22 November 1963 and a .copy of

each of the two photographs was glven to Chlef FBI,

; Mex1co,.on.that date.. . . .
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"P. S. Photograph» dated

-1nser;ed after typlna of

taken as [the] persogégg

- 18. The "Unldentlfl 1 'i
.unidentified. Thare 1s st1

CIA is aware, that the 1nd1v1dua§ in the photocraph had any

connection mlth Lee Harvey OSWALD or the assa551nat10n of

President Kennedy.
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