' suBJECT - . .1: -Media Inquiry to Cuban Exiie Jdnrnalist-;n.

[104-10095-10202]. .
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MEMORANDUM FOR: Deputy Director for Operations

. Miami re Cuban Involvemant in Watergate .
Case and Attitudes in Miami Areaz R

it
8

1. This memorandua is for your information only., . =

.. 2. -0n 7 May 1973 we were advised by Stetion H/Miami that R
‘two employess of a Station WH/Mianmi proprietary had stold the .

tation that one Rene VIERA Gonzalez, a Cuban exils:journalist

3

. Who writes for Diario Las Americas and owns the Westchester
. ralli Bookstore In Miaml received & call in early Mzy from one

FNU GOTTLIEB who said he worked for ths Times in Washington.
(GOTTLIEB is believed to be Sanford GOTTLILE, 11192 Brandywine

'St., Xensington, Md. who was formerly an employee ofi the

" Natiomal Committee on Sane Nuclear Policy’, A pretext call to
7 X

the Washington bureawn of the Hew York Times verified;that one

"Sandy” Gottliedb was enployed there.) GOUIILIER asked VIERA
- what people in Miami were saying about the Watergate case and
‘what participation the Cubans had in it. liz specifically

asked about the activities of Reinaldo.PICO (former 2505
Brigade member), Orlando PIEDRA (former Chief of Cuban Bureau

of Investigation in Batista Government), and Rolando MASFERRER

(former Cuban Senator and self-admitted former Communist).

e also asked if ITT had an office -in Miami, whether Joaauin-
SAMJENIS Perdome (former Chief of a WH/Miami propriestary who
was amicably terminated in 1972) and Juan A. PAULA (former
ViH/Miami proprietary employee dnd former Controller of - g
Revolutionary Democratic Front-FRD-and currently employed by
an OGC proprietary) were still in the Miami arsa. He was also
interested in Edgarde BUTTARI, a Cuban born in West Tampa,

‘Florida, a former Cuban Congressman and Minister of Commerce

who "13 reportedly associatad with Mr, Charlss “Bebe" RE30ZO.
ccording to GOTTLIEB, BUTTARI was appoint2d-as "political ..
ciiief in the Republican Party", : . :
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3. GOTTLIES dnparently has curre nt 1n;orﬂat10n on the

_activities of the persens he mentioned; for example, he -
knew that Juan A. PAULA was involved in the jewelry buslnbss ;
(PAULA znd Antonio Felix GENOVA Corzo, a WH/Miami propri tary"'*
employee recently purcaasad a 3ewe1ry buszness) and "he knew
that Reinaldo PICO had resided in Venezuzla and had rocently . =
returnsd to tha United States. The phone conve*sauzo» lasted =~Z<p:
about 45 minutes and GOTTLIEB told VIERA that if he came to RS
Miami the ey wnuld hava 1ann toeatner. ' 5 .

0

4, VIBnA does not kpow GQT”LILB ut talkedm“ him becaase
-GOTTLIES Sald he was recommended by|\ Eriesto BsTAXCOUR Jho -
has vesidad in the Washington area for rore than ten y#ars. -

a?(BsTANCOURI was a former Agency asset and is currently Chizf of
[ The conyersation was -

' initialily in English but continued in Spanish.  VIERA said he :
provided no information to GOTTLIEB om the basis that he is a '
Cuoan exils and did not want to get involved in internal U.S. L

affairs. Ve do not know whj GOTTLIEB was interested in Joaquin - 77
SANJENIS or .Juan A. PAULA. (&_ta-be& are sunmar/ blogravhles B
-of persoas of interbst to GO”TLIEB ). :

af

'S, On 7 May 1973 l Chief, Q’x.. x )rwa;sw

¥
L3

~bzzefed on the substafice of the report from WH/M 1am1 nertsining

tn Juan AL PAIRA  who works for thg
‘which utilizes

wbg a5 O%fiCe space cover. Among OTNET duTids periormed by
. the propriziary ars the monthly checks sent to tne dependents -
.," ar 1mfr;sone& asse=is wh1ch are s5igned in true name by PAULA., -
0 - .

was unaware that PAULA had purcnas“d a new Jaweir s
usiness in agsociation with Antonio GENOVA; }oweVﬁr he feels
that (UHMUTUALY is n*otected and yawpart1ﬂ1ted from tqe # i/Miamy

proprietary and he has the utmost confidesacs in the proprietary ..
. baing able to field any queszlans‘O(gihUTui cozrmnication with'
' Jethe nroprista E“ls by uuAlsfbd pnowézﬂnd a post office box. .
' said that| land |tould passxuiy be liak e&
To| ut the trail would end there. . Ho :
- feels thatf either propfiegary could only be lznmed to tnn Aganry
'0\by innuendo. {He did say that ncwsrd aggz;uﬂp aware of -
MHMUTUAD when he served as O/CA/BUR.) feels secure as
Iar as and pre - S
concernsu. : t;_\ S 74 .
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©.'cer Pirector of Security e {' F A; “:f,§~f*

\ L . ',.:_.:. '
6. entioned that the’bona fide law firm occupying
‘the other portion-of the(MIMUTUAL)offices are the attorneys
£o |(Thess lawyers(are ed and Wwitting.) .
Ona 3% the lawyers tol that will be the Ybiggest

- canary singer of the year”, The common receptionist area is

manned by \MHMUTUAD employses who alsc menitor all felef?fff j‘

calls, incoming and outgoing for the other law firm.
nentioned that there have been numerous calls from ths weaiz

and outgoing overseas calls to such places 25 Japan and Europe. -
/i A - & , pan . aj pe.

7. will be traveling to Nassau and returning via

~Miami on 10 May 1973, He intends, to_talk with his propristary j:

.. e - ot . g e
people at that time on other GHMUTUA business and will also |

. James E. Flannery‘lif}~
_ Acting Chief = 1. - E
- Yestern Hemisphers Pivision -

-

Attachnents: A-F Riographic Susmaries H

. contact COS, WH/Miami. (The COS has been alerted td expesct . - ...
‘@ ©all from EVANS on 16 May 1973,) - . .- . . eoon oo
.‘i‘ameé -E",F}“annar?:_ . - ,:' - .
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Renz VIERA Gonzalez

Reporter for Diario Las Americas: 3 was snﬁaha; zor
Journalism in Exiie at(meeting n#IK'quwler Thoat
Miami June 1857, -

Kad also been hiead of Public Qplatious for Guban . : -
Hational gank. aue not ngen. o A o R
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Reinaldo PICO Ranon - fo*merly AVICB 31 [701 284653)

POA granted 14 Octoae* 1960 as PM assat.- embe*
2538 Brigade, captured Bay of Pigs. HMember of Prlsoﬁers
Ccdmlsaion s«n* by Castro to Mizmi to ngsotxzte reisase
‘o‘ prisoners in exchange for mechanical equipment and other.
" supplies nesded by Cuba, Defected and refused to accompany
- other nmembexrs of Prisoners Commission on their return to-
Cuba in July 19561. POA grdaanted 15 June 1963 for usg as
CA/Prop asset. SGSYIRLED 3-October 1964 -~ OA 4 Fabruary
© 1968. Amicably terminated 30 June 1583. As of July 1959
Cin Cavacas,‘Vénazuala.< In Lecymoer 1869 he was . .destéribed -

by a source as “ome doe5 not know where the bluf; b» an and‘fff[

vcﬁﬂa, wLa; is true and w%at is 1*&"
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ATTACHMENT C © -

Orlando PIEDRA .

Griando Eleno PIEDRA-NEGUERLA (201-247379)

aka - Orlando Eleno NEGUERLA-PIEDRA
~aka - Orlando PIEDRA ' o
aka - 0. ROCA .

Born 18 December 1817, Havana, Cuba.
Belisved to be Cuban citizsn currently .
. ‘ , L e
Was Chief of Cuban Burean of Iavestigation in Batista Govern- |
- ment. Told FBI June 1959 he was forced to leave Cuba unon £211
. of Batista, Rdportedly head of anti-Castro group in Mianmi in
Junz 1553,  In Sept 59 reported to be friendly with Rolando
HASFERRER Rojas, ex-Cuban senator and publishar. PIEDRY .
reportedly furnished wizh money by Batista.: e

. Buring Batista regime was included with others as - A
responsible officials considered directly involved in torturs . . -
and killing of Cuban citizens, Resided in Fort Lauderdale, 7.7 .«
Fia. din February 1960. During Batista regine PIEDRA was in

-¢harge of all mattexrs pertaisin to gambling, vackets and .
red e

. contraband. In 1953 in Cuba PIZDRA-was alsc involy
- business of Chizese contraband. ~ R -

"

£4)

No indication ks ever us=sd by Agency.
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'vir"’ent critic of U.S. in

O : /// SO ,'ﬁnﬁcmiawr D

Rolando Arcadio MASFERRSR Roja:;. (7&1 12669)

‘Cuban'snna+or and self- aumitted former uomnuni
ive during early 69's in various anti-Castro ,

n U.S. Reca ntlj sarved four and one-half year :
co §0C01Vcd Uu.5s, Dlerch Court fox- V’OL&tlQn of
t/ 29S. - 2 : -
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No 1ad1ca»10n Headquarters has beeﬁ in touch *u.t31 subj
at any time. _ : . AR S _-»*:

Born 1913 in Cuba, t}pl;las worst olaments in fo*mer re~rm>f ‘“'“

of Batista. - Meme connoues rthlgSaness, assasszna;ion, tortu*e'
and extortioa., - ‘ - W g S
Still considers himself to be a Marxian ocvalist, has nebu

n past. TR Py S




“Habana. He remained in the House of Represen

aka - Bdgar A. BUTTARI (Doctor)
aka - Edgardo BUTTARI y Puig (201-276771) - TP
Ehoto.availaale v A PR ;,.l-‘zfy~f-;"

Whils information in his file does not indicate aﬁj past or .
present CIA contact, there is unscurced information in the

13

‘HH/COG card file which shows that BUTTARI was in touch Wl-n

Frank Bender (Gerard Droller) in ¥ij azmi in the Spring of 1¢ 50,

apparently in relation to BUTTARI's involvement with: tho

Revolutionary Democratic Front (.hD) Curreantly BUTTARI is

davolved in many business venturses in South Flovida snd is

reportedly associated with Charies "Bebe" Rebozo socially and '
in business. f'2> ‘ : T SR I

.Edga rdo BUTTARI was bcrn 14 nuons 1909 { 140 given 1914)'-15

-2t West Tampa, Florida, the son of a Cuban who fought in ths

Cuban Independencs ;ar," A9901“LA4 Cuban: lnb;EQuﬂf Ganeral

Instructor of tha thlstrj of State in 1933. He laoter became
Under aezreta*v of Labor. In 1938 he returpe to Cuba and.:~
.3ervad as Sncre ary of Commesrce until 1940. 11

inis te* of the Cub 281 rorelqn Service. Appoin
nmerce by Batista in 1942, he held tna; pest

whena he Tesignsd to run for he fiousz ‘of Represen

- Touk

ALY

"BUTTARI arrived in the U..S." in March 1969 zo
F He becamo imvolved with the Re

2
.
. -
¢ Front,

During his first term a3 Minister of Cosmprcn in 1933 he was-

‘rasnorsible for th=s ar 25t of, aeva*al Anervican rerresentatives

of large lard exporters in the (.5, (5w1$h, Armour, etc.) e
for 1ncr¢331na rzcc». At ude same . tine he Pndzaiored'to’put.~
forward 1 1slgtion of natiomalistic tanﬁﬂﬂczas warning to
"Yankes Imv rialisn", and seemsd somewhat unfr end?j to the
4.8, He later chanzed and in 1933 becanme more anxious ta
Cooperate with tnu G. a., apparently having gotten over his
cfeql} anti-American Iesllnga. However, he did not appear to.
bz dependable accsralng to Embaosy reports. e has bzen :

w

describsd as astute, ciwver, intelligent but slippery. He -~

o

-




