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" 16 February 1970

' MEMORANDUM FOR'  :  Director of Security
SUBJECT : I Comments on Manuscript Give Us This Day;

CIA and the Bay of Pigs Invasion by Edward J.
Hamilton -

1. !Thu ‘manuscript has evidently been kicking around in publishing

circles since at least mid-1968, presumably without CIA clearance.

Willlam Buckley of the National Review seems to have been "shopping” it
at one point. One publisher rejected it as too "controversial”, and noted '
1ts "confidential™ u&ro as wcll as its potential for libel suits.

- .2, Inthe foreword to this manuscript, the author (whom I shall
to under his assumed name of Hamilton), describes the book as a
al sccount” of CIA's role in the Bay of Pigs affair in which he was
‘asenlor- CIA participant for 19 months. He notes in the foreword his hope
that someone would have written this book so that he would not have to do
it; now convinced that, if he does not write it, it will never be written,
he has taken up his pen "reluctantly and in & mood of nostalgic bitterness.’
' 've‘Hamilton states that be has used no official files or documents and has
_ud no one in preparing this work. Where true names are used in
i _manuscript for CIA personnel, he writes that they bhave been publicly
1€ ntified before, and in this contention I believe that he is correct, with
‘the possible exception dﬂ&] The author's claim that this book
would provide no information not known to Castro's intelligence service,
or that details this late are of no value to the opposition,is, in my view,
seriously open to question.

3. The book is, in general favorable to CIA actions in the Bay of
s, The villains of the piece are certain liberal figures in the Kennedy
Ainistration (Schlesinger, Goodwin, Stevenson) and to some extent, -
th%=§ Fresident himself. In his concluding chapter, the author's bitterness
f# undisguised against those in the Administration and the press who took
the opportunity of the Bay of nga incident to attack and denigrata CIA.

4. Messrs.. Biueu and Barnes and the author's other CIA co-
iworkers in the Cuban Project, by and large, are given quite favorable
freatment. One .exception is General. Cabell, whom the author excoriates,
and it is apparent that Harnilton's opinion of Jerry Droller is far from

RETURNTO CIA
ST Ny Background UsoOri} -
E bes bl i Do Not Reproduod Y51

o ) L B Aot iiaeRR

- ’“'{:?r‘@"r



14-00000

ST =S DR =

-2-

written on the Bay of Pigs, including Charles Marphy's
%,&mhur 1961 or the "in:hht" bocks ﬁmwr- pnblhhcdtelluw!agm

e 6 Mulad hnwms h s eha.pur-by-chlptor ducripﬁoa d ﬂn
mannsecript puucuhrlyu it ‘affects CIA security. -This analysis tuua
what the suthor states, whether right or wrong.  Where Ihvo ocenlon-
Nmym coxnmnu d‘my un. thcy are ia'hrachu [}.
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,J,. Mm chpur opans in 1’56 inAmhnmr Gu-dut's d‘nu ta Banu.‘
: hnn eonmnycdlvu being paid on!hoAmba.uador by the CIA: Centyal- -~
" American and Caribbean Chisfs of Station who are holding thelr annual rogioad_. o
;_n_oatiu Iis mdm ons dmnumfot selscting the plteodmooﬁa(ru
was the. "sbsence “f -Coraraunist embassies” {p.6);" Ths presence of Cal, :.n R
King, mviltncud.‘,hmnﬂoud. Col.xhgnmmmcumw : '
*he ;vﬂy invelved” in'the Bogotaso, octting the stage for Hamilton's subse-
“quest .commaent. JActually Custro playsd a junior role'in the’ Bogctm. and
1 wab after the Bay of Plgs’ ‘that. Mz, Dulles ullpoé Hamilton the tilk.of
: m&mummm».}(p.u ‘Hamilton states thatin
Mﬁw = lﬂktna: inrohhg oellomihMMu

T qanrters o pmtrm«yro-cntro groups abread (p."10), " He then states that
< i March 1960 he was “having coffes with the mly-chctod pnu!iut of the
guntry to whlchlvu assigned.” {p.10) [This could reveal the suthor's .
Ivhe bocm Pnuideat ln

E muthoradﬂ thath- htdwerbdvith Baml as a member o!thc unn
;fha muaruumm from Cuatemala {p-11). At this pcht Bamﬂm

, &ancd to Wu to becoms'’ ‘Chief aponummmh am it

senho ~appreved project to assist Coban exiles in mrthrowlng Cactro. »
i duties would include orgnh!n' Cuban lsaders into & government-in-. -

le which would form a provisicasl governmsnt in Cuba when Castro was -
Yoresd out. ‘Hamilton's base was to be in Costs Rica, ‘provided ex-President .

.. Pepe’ Figueres could obtain Costa Rican agreement {p.11).- [ This’ 1ink could

b. qnlu tmhrmnhg im viaw o! Flm:u' nmt n-ohcﬁon a8 Pncldnut '

N 3 Nl point thc mm-cript ln:ro&ucn tlu Preject ‘Chief s as 3:&..; e f‘-‘: ‘
rosumably Mz, “Esterline], who is reforred to as Jaks throughout{p. 12). - -
- alsc mest Droller about whom there is some “diversity in attitedes™ - -
among CIA officers. Droller's opsrationsl name of Frank Bender is noted (p. 13).
-and he is referred to as Bender throughout the rest of the manuscript, [Thie
is not the firet tims Droller has been identified as Bendex; his name was e
blm by Arthur Schlningcr in his book A Thousand Days in 1965.] Bender's
' cmr telephons arrangements in Miami and New York, which allowed him to
- answer local calls there at his Washington desk, are disclosed {p.14)." o
Mtogstatgnthat!ndcrtoldhimthatas far as he knew "Richard Holms, .
chm ‘d-’ngiaﬁm for the mudntiu Services, ua act beou cut in" (p. 14). O
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“Flerida {p.16). “Hamilton is mm«ammau&m.mp
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'.l.-~‘htu;chtpur }_
. that'he visit Havana, and that the mcmrsuammunwmmm '
. rmentation for his operational alias of Edward J. Hamdiiton which be kept for -

7% the durstion of the Project (p. 23). Uposn returning {rem Havana, ‘Hamilton -
da nponandmomdaﬂm. mantnmmﬂuwﬁn
tre be assassinated before or coincldent with the invasion. nunnmm-
‘sidered this his whdpaluemndlﬁen. ‘but Barnss would oaly tell him -
M,Mamhﬂnm u!t"apuhlm" &Innhunntou

i z.,.,;amnma-mnua'lmmmm:mmwm.nm
, mmum mummtnnmmmymnu
‘ £t "_MMMMW-&:&.W:MM

) Jocttor the Vice President, “Hamilton states that Cushman advised blm M
MNixon "as Chairman [sic] of the Nationnl Security Council, was the yeal
 spark plug behind the project” and the Administration's focal point’ nadtrouhh
'-m: regarding it. - “The Genersi gave Hamilton his private telsphons -
'rh tha m:a tluth M smthln;fer thc ‘ﬂa Pno!dont’o argw
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ST arough, \Fhe difforende is particulusly vne of thelr political philosopkies ==, ' .
AR W’hmqﬂhmntnﬂnlﬂm:hmnubrﬂﬁanw i

‘was pro<Nizen, Bender appasently anti-Nixen.: Hamilton gets the impression '
{in both Chapters nmmm»momﬁmmmw. tuch.nﬂn :
luuudyrdu:un‘lemiun. ‘would not bé mmch utilised fn the
Projoct's plans. In Hamilton's view, tlumyhuhvuuﬂﬂhlu%m
‘hdvr(zhllly nppomc mmm had flod cnuvh- my -

emyvrmhwnﬁmi&ommnawdvhtm
Cabaws wanipd moot sl S -wadey gt Hazedlted’s political actlen zolo {pp. 42-4
mma&mmmmmuamrm m
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ey, -

mpu: n; (commcnc‘inﬁ at page 45, This isa nco:ul Ghapur mm

d yund. Mm'. -office was to be Mcp-m
over was 10 be that of a fiction write¥. . Hamilton's wuss of an "
'mlnoumn' in'Mexicomamed Sam s his priuipul mu;or of

sdohauu ‘and the like m nluurlboa. J!On thaamd

L <TIA



14-00000

. Fone of the world's mest experienced parachutists” {p. 57)."
o ) mads of Hamilton's assistant, Bersls, who had originall
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] "‘f_-hcnuhhuhlntah" _ nmr-mmw:moruhm
Muﬁ about the issues® {p. 96). Hnoalitos ollers his criticiom
 tos long
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| Fo ey we ‘Hamilton's touchy visit, with some membérs
e T the!‘nm %thodwcan!;t:uungh-u. Thelr breakiast cosiversa-». "
N - tions ‘with President Ydigoras are described. -This breakiast gives the Mn
* » chance to reflect back ou the CIA vols in the overthrow of Guatemalan . -~
' Presideat Asbans. He recalls the three exiled leaders of Cuatemala, his
. own support for Dr,. ‘Cordova to head the now government, -and State’s vﬂo
* of Col. Ydigoras ss ®vagusly suthoritarian. At a crucial moment, boweves, <" .~
Dr. -Cordova had te undergo eancer surgery and therefors could not be salected;
«tha mhuumunom New Ytugomm Pruidnt Bt wae sub- z

‘.-;:anthmmtwﬁh!digem Ikﬂs’mhohnpuhlwd CE
rrevionilv-)»f,. B L
X Azmwwm-m. Hnnnm rdcntobeh\ggmw S
: thonbyum:lmAmyL& Celons] whose mame wes “Frask.™ Ima -~ -
 footaote, Hanillton adds that this cfficer had beea detailed to CIA for the /.
' =Credible allagations of his actions during the invasiem - .
‘ahluecd" {p. 124)." °
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- under White House pressure tobrudnthcpdlﬁultmdmm ‘

- Evidently former Venesualan Presideat Betancourt, ‘former . c»u l!cu ". ¥

ey mﬂu inclusion dmm Ray (p..246)." Schlesinger.nnd Gooi m
‘becking Ray. - Hamilton meationsd that the Osbans &id not 1ike Ra

of the latensss with which b broke from Cas tro {p.7147). Bissell ;

--Mﬁ.:ommckammuwummumm

o L l. umuu’muu.d.mmmnmvu-mw»w &

. S 3. Ttacyﬁnmshhcmhm sauamraimvuumt%
-whare the latter Is working'on his famcus Whits Paper ca Cuba {p.- 150, B
mmuwmammm:ydmmmmem
.. original mdmum“ndq - Arabassador Stevenson joins the . - -
- . mossting and asks’ Barsss if overything was going wall. . Hamilton intexprets e
o Mnmanummmmmmwmmwuﬂm
'vﬂchtblmtmwyhﬂod. ‘Harailton also mentions the fact -

U that Barnes had hgttmgm dmlu'hﬁ-g of &nmid”eﬁ‘h
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R ,,1. Bunﬂm -utu tlnt th- Joint Cbhl- of Stuff uuumnt‘ﬁi{n
o Mo!ﬁ‘d«ﬂw Cuatenalun earnps sod issued an enthusiastic appralsal as to:
N . T Y Driguk’t ‘training and battle readiness 19. 160). The suthor notes ‘s

i M this wes hnporunt fm. e Mjht e! polt-iamloa Atumptl \syt)n

: &~62. ;h"a!ootaeu. ,Bumulon writn tlnt a!ur the umm mmr =
the exiles nfarrod to ‘Bl !tnly. nd uum

3 ~The romindtr of the clupur h—hrgely taken up with ‘l-cuulm
d htu-rnm problems, with a note of the fact that American inmtn- 5

~glom. cponﬁou hto Qﬂn hul vlrmny eoucd bccsuu d tholr hek of :
mcosa, e : , o . T -
b b .gi‘; l, . -
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1. Mm mndu Wumngtmbulhtxalm [prlsmﬂy ngv. e wm

thtpc] in the propagands werk.: An sitempt-to secure. ‘Mexican evopsra-
" tiem to obtain a re-fusling stop for the Gustemalan- based aizcraft nehsdnlod,
_ to"bomb Caba failed because of the wvenality of 2 uu!mair force dﬁu:

u umn‘!nh hm&mm m fﬁmrd‘ mmma lmun ﬂn
Whﬁhhrqumm ummwm GIA :
lnd umpp-a ﬂn m uﬂ imprhmd tbom *byfora (p. 200). L :,_—.

3. With ugmu chc uloction nl m nay of Plp hndh; liu. e
naunm-uuswu-uuylwmn almost eatirely in the haads dm
/Pentagon-{p. 203). “Relaticns with Lcm Jms' ;mmc u‘lnﬂm ﬁm ill

" New Yorkaremoted {p. 204). . - . AP

A. A m yrojoet dnour is nm to tha Canlu Bour. nag-hip ol

ome.rwu to sexve as ‘aiscn between the naval tuk!m Wt.
cm mmr- and tlu Gubu‘&igado (p. zos;. e e
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"Méa-. muummuumom of the planss are sirfaced; :

nd Barnes and Hemilton draft & masssge to Stevenson. ‘Whes Etevenson
. recsived it ‘and was advised of the trus nature of the planes, . Hamilton™
me-mm cﬂhdm mnmohmmlﬂn -

: .Blauundmdﬂnﬁ- Mr'uld\m v e checked oot with

socrwyauk.*kmmum.mncadudhmwdup(p.m 4
Cabell and Bissell went to meet Rusk at Biate. Mmeomhth'
w»mmwmm;nw@, 2!6).
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S l.- mmredammn&u ehnphraudinﬂumcluloadm
previous chapter is that the meeting with Rusk included the President,

Rostow, and Btevenson. ‘[Other authoritative accounts have included ally ,
" Rusk, Cabell and Bissell; Tracy Barnss has said he also was preseat. I -
nmmmmruum-umnmmmm“-mlbyi
‘Rusk on the telephons st his Virginia home. rluuhaoom:'indluﬂﬂy
othcrﬂnnﬁamﬂtu‘nzllopﬁu. mw-u Rutwmpnlm] (p.ll’)‘
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