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¢
urce:  iotes made by A. Goodpesture
for John Leader, IG Staff

Subject: Background on iMexico Station Support Asssts
(Coverage of Soviet and Cuban Enbassies)

1. lcove“are. From tre time the Mexico S ation was onened in

[::::::::::](by Bill Doyle) until arrival of Win Scott as COS in 1958, Charles

Anderson III (stlll in LA/HQ) had developed a support apparatus tohm

exploit leads’ from the Soviet Enbassy. This umbrella type project (LIFEAT)
consisted of multl llne phon° taps, three photo sites, a mobile surveillance

team and a mall.inuercept operation,

a. -Fhone taps were placed by,

hardled by David WILSTED (psewdo). The number of limes
&~

tapped vas llmtedgg§ ;vallaolllty of a listening post nearqy
(s1nce the taps were not made in ‘the main central) and English/
Spanlsh (Soviet, Pollsh Czech, etc) transeribers. Generally
these acents (mrostly Mexican or Néx;can Arerlcan) were related
(mhlch the station at that time felt was good security in that

if they telked about shop, they wowld talk to each other.)

b. Three photo sites were handled by Arderson with the help
‘of Harry lMahoney (retired, living in‘Chicago) and TDY TSD
people checking the best type of camera, film, and concealment
devices. These had eub~cripts under LIFEAT (LIMITED, LILYRIC,
and LICALIA). LIMITED ves a fived site bang epposite across
the street from the front gate of the Soviet Enbassy which had
both a vehicle and foot entrance. The Soviet gate was on the
Yorthllest corner.of their compound and LIHITED vas diagonally

across a double Larrelled street on the Southoast Snrassy oo
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trat block. LIMITID was :the first base and it cperated sirictly on an

]
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e -erinentel basis in tle'eurly stages, I think the iexi Station bought
one storey

this property’ (a/Sranish Colornial stone house) througk LIMOUSINE (ckeck to

be sure). Later this house began to fall apart. This base was closed when

the Station got viord that the thoto of "uniden man" was being released to the

-public by the Warren Cozmission. The photo operators vere moved to another apt

nearby. The oropertv vas sold (under an operational agreement with LIMOUSINE
for a long term lease on the top floor of a new apartment blding to.be built
on this 51ue) LILYRIC was planned 2s an alternate photo base to LIMITED.

It was in an upper storey (Brd floor —chec&) on the same side of the street

as LIMITED but 1n the middle of the block South. It had a slantéd view of

the front gate of the Soviet Embassy, The aJentg 1n~LI£ITED and LILYRIC (both
Hexdcan fahilles) as far as ve knew, were not acquainted Ulth each otner.
LILYRIC was a renued apartment. LICALLA, the third photo 81te, was locaued

in one of a row of four houses on the South side of uhe Soviet Embassy coﬂoound

. which the ‘exﬂco Station purchased in about 1958 (check date), also using

LIMOUSINE as the : urchaser (cneck) This site overlooked the back gardsn of

s

Remon Alverez (Mexican citizen of U.S, mother.

the Saviet Embassv conpound The purpose of this op:ratlonlvﬂﬂ to get zood
1dent11109t10n photographs of the Soviet personnel (who at thet time were 1ar~e1"

unidentified in Mexico Station récords). The three photo gltes vere handled by

\ﬁaﬁoglcollecteu vhe film geldesdmintiuemido from LIy

and LILYRIC three times a week. His sister's husbend J

developed and prlnted the film into %xlO contact print sirips. The master plan
-1_;!* .{‘\‘V"‘
vas for LICALLA film to e processed 1o51de JISD man from 1957 to 1959

—- resigned) could not handle the volume and as the unprocessed film began

to accumulate, the inside CO (iahcney) became disgusted and tsok the £ilm out
for:Ramon's' brather-in-law to process (provatly early 1959). Thus. Ramon becane

the handler for all three photo heses. A sensitive staff D monitoring operation
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%as run out of another ohe of these houses (crypt for the four houses xaé
LIUST, 1, eté). ihis was hardled by Glen WIDDEYN (outside TSD officer} and
lahoney u31rv.HQ'TDY teams for monitoring, This operation was also separate

fron LICALLA; Tne two houses in between were rented to unsusrecting tenants.

L crA-Hobile_surveillance’was developed by Auderscn and later Dlacsd
-ﬁhdér ¥ahoney and Joseph Sancho. This team consisted of & na*f
‘4d;ie;wor S0 agents vwho used three to IOhr laue Mcdel cars ana a

pénel truck (kthh could be used on staxe _outs for - photo corera: e)
‘The plan vas to actlvate tblu group qy radio (from LIITED BASE)
vhen soﬂeone of 1nterest Jleft ti:;?:;aSSj gate and suay with thenm.
- untll tnej nede their neetings. These agents knew ebout *be Lo ;QD
SASE teBause they had LTIITED nhotos for identification purpases._.
;?Thls uorked fairly well untl; about the nlddle of 1958 {check date)
._ when one of the surwelllance egents got too close to his targeu and
R vas arrested by the Mexican uran51t pollce and turned over to uhe
Mexican Secret Serv1ce. By the time the Statlon could arrance throubh

-'_a cleared attorney to ball hin out (Juad Anstln of the Goodrlch 3

O thtle and quuelme flrm), the anent had 1dent1’1ed Sancho (who vas

evacuated across the border at Nogales by Bob Shaw) and the insidew— |-~

. phone number of Mahoney (who was subaequenQLf reglaced by Louis
Puckett); As a result of this flap, the LIFFAT prOJect was broken

up into several others. The aveqts vere not changed but vere given

Frank
new crypts. /Estancona and /) renTaced Andersan in handlmb
the phone taps. Puckett replaced } éhonoy and hzndled the

surveillance team (LIENTRAP) and the photo bases throughéggéon;

d. LIBIGHT was the crypt used for a ) mail

intercept handled by Charlie Anderson 11,

we) gl
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. iz case officers

AITonso Spera,
vere lzter/Puckstt, Rolert Feldmann, end Alan Vhite.

2. was unreliable and insecure as charae terized by ithre nature

of at that tine, -

witk vhich ve dealt was a hip pocket groun

1 YeStablished contact with one of them

' (later LIFIRE group) in about 1950 or 51. He gave them some

training (a group of about five surveillancs types)]

the files

vere poorly organized and often inaccurate., HNow and then, however, soze useful

information vas developed but it could not be depended upon. ﬁ:::::::ﬁvas

replaced by , Mahoney, Thomas

Hazlitt, ard Robert Feldmann. &wa QJ&E«— Tl ‘—"—uﬁ‘v‘)

During 1958, Win Scott met socially some of‘theﬂ l

' During this period, the U.S.

Ambassador Robert C. Hill‘(reflecting the policy of then Sec State J J Dulles)

s
w®

was energetic in organizing groups to "flcnt communisn®, One of these seeds

grew into a proposal’

This

project (LIE IVOY) went through about four distressing years of a shaledown,

(LIELEGANT) was inexperienced, old, and gresdy. Eis

son (LIEJVOV~27 was a masterplece of deceit and corruption. LIELEGANT also

manipulated cortrol over ike principal agent{of LIBIGZTj l The :
Tirst case officer was-Alfonso Spera inside with{I } l(retired) outside B

. g |
and John (TSD treining officer for surveillance and head of the listening |

post where thirty telerhone lines vould connect as well as a transcriztion room
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staffed Ty Initially the stztion tried 1o n1.et every

of ..

gerand | Both] ___|end John hed lenguage difficulties ang

verscnal problems associated with being outside the st:tiani

equipment ot eno”uous cosis, and neglecting their pert of ihe barsain:
E 3 & k &

Tera was repiaced

p——

by Jack’Brady'vwho found himself in the same pincer movemeht of having Scott
approve a request by LIELEGANT that Brudy had turned down bj the son, LIiEsVQY-2.
Finally when the cost becane exhorbltant and there was lltule to show for it,

—

the project was revamped and John returned to the U.S. and were replaced

by a TSD offlcer, Cnarles FllCﬁ, who was yut inside the llstenwﬂg vost to malntaln

-Brady was reassigned to othor duties ending a transfer.
3

the equlpnent / Scott toox over the project as case officer rneeting with LIELEGANT.

}
. . . l\( Ll
He designated Ann CGoodpasture to meet d& R wvith Flick for routlne supervision

of the listenirn g post, plckzno up transeripts and tezpes. Goodpasture hed no

[

bexcept when Scott was i1l or cut of town. Generally,

‘:all‘decisioﬁs were made by Scott; This was abcut late 1961

‘3. Yy menory is a little vague about uke origins of the Cuban Exbzssy but I

thﬂnk the staff flrst devoWO“ed from a pro-Castro group celebrating on New

'Iears eve 1959. As I recall, it was a makeshift arrangezent of volunteers

through most of 1960 and €1 with Tom Hazlitt producirg voluminous reports on
their acti?itieé and recruitivg agents rlpht and left among Cuban nationals in
lexico City.
Lo Personﬁelhassignments. Of interest to us now is who was in Mexico duriﬁg
the period prior to Oswald's visit and the subsequent investigation by the
Warren Commission., To deteraine vro vas there and what they were doing I
Lave grouped persons i;%ether chronologically with areas of their assignment

A as the
ecovering fro [::::}to 1969 solfz;zvxfxnxxkx names vop up, one can tell vhat

[TEAY Sl
reriod they were in Mexico and tholr aq31vnments ‘at the vin
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8/56-6/69 C€COS  Winston M. Scott (deceased)

DSOS | 7/56 - 7/58 Alfonso Rodrisuez (redired)
- 10/58 ~ 12/62 | ] (retired)
"6/63 -~ 9/65 Klan White (retired)—

10/65 - 1969 Stanley Yatson (retired in Mexico) - ¢

COVERTY ACTTOY v

_§ Howard Eunt (retired)
5 ~ 7/58 Williard Fill (resigned) - ! =
12/56 - 9/61 Stannard Short. (retired) —ﬂﬂ*_“‘glﬁ@ -

. "~ Chief -
'9/61 - 3/64 David Phillips C/(retired) — ,
8/62 ~ 9/64 { Asst = ‘ i a
2/64 - 6/65 Janes Flannery C/(retired) —.
9{?4 -,11/96 Harold Dalghren A?st )
10/65 - 1967 - Stanley Vatson G/ (retired) -

66 - 63 ‘
68 - T 5 ;

CUBA OPERATIONS - L . ‘ N .

56 ~ 4/62 Tromas Hazlitt Chief R

2/60 - 4/62 /] ] b

4/é3 ~ 4/65 Eob Shaw Chief — ~ R

9/63 - 7/65 tinad) — I

10/63 - 5/65 Lorna Mackay (®* o
- 8/é3 ~ 6/65 David Fhillips Chief (patarad)—
- 9/65 ~ 10/68 Joseph Piccolo :
10/65 - 12/67 1

- - 7

g 8 D DT 2

. SOVIET TARGET ‘ : o
6/57 - 10/59 Louise Iyon (rtmsd}  6/62 — 1/67 Preatice Marheine (ps)
9/59~ 8/65 Chief - (retired ?) ol
9/59 - 8/65 / 2 " Quiside CO
5/64 - 7/66 William Bright : ' :

- 4/65 - 11/67 Cynthia ¥ausmann
6/65 - 7/67 MAlice Pittinger
7/65 - 4/69 Paul Dillon Chief

SOVIET TPANSCRIBERS
6/56 ~ 6/58 Morris Gordon (resipned)
6/58 - 6/63 George Misko —

6/63 ~ 70 Boris Tarasoff (retired in Mexico) -
ORDET
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UPPORT ASSETS

| __ thono ta:;:’s . . !

f1§29\_ 1%?} Cherles Anderson IIT Chief f{:ij:]§>dutside Cb
Z/55 - /60 (] ~ David YILSTED (ps)
L/56 — 1/62 Frznz Estancona Chief . retired in Mexico- ©
2/60 - 10/64 Thomag Keenan - . :

984 ~ 12/67 Hickael Farmer

BrombmT 0 0r @iy Baee iy g o

l _ ':‘p.hoto _ CubansA E _
6/59 ~ L/6L Robert Zambernardi ( esignéd Mexico)
7/59 ~ 6/62 (retired)

[ lrhoto Soviets

5/57 ~ 8/é4 A. Goodpasture (alternate CO —
L and internal routing) . .
5/58 — 6/63 Louis D. Puckett (retired) Cn Ly
/€3 - 10{,6?"—71‘{%—"&%15 Keer.lan ’_\‘K}obg,h{' H. /e ldmaerne - Rl o~
65 - 66 Willian Bright 5'{3.)(‘.:’: . blez \l/ o

1‘-’.:" . ’ . . i —f,xa_,._,:.é._ -

_Lphone faps

1959 —~ 1969 Winston Scott (deceased)
2959 - 1960 Alfonso Spera (retired)

959 - 1960 | |'(outside, now retired)
959 -'1960 John - © (Training rept resigned)

360- 1961 John Brady (retired)
962 -~ 1968 A, Goodpasture - o
961 - 1971 Charles Fliek (outside TSD Starf Azent - retired) -

:}s—- surveillance

| [(retired)
/54 — 4/59 THarTy TEhoney (retired)
/5% = 1961 Thomas Hazlitt | o)
2/62 ~ 9/67 Robert Feldmann SRR R T 1Ee

SD Cutside unit -

/58 — 12/63 Glen Widden (rotired) —

/59 —4/64 Joseph i, Resigno (ps) Unit blown and closed duwn
[ 7 ey

R A
| RTINS

- /59 Harry'T. Mahoney ' 56 - 68 gOutsida. Lgent -
(retired Chicago) : . {Ramon Alvarez) (resigned in Mexico)

nw&wa. - D{’)LMJ{”-—V:LA‘( .
Ao

-

_. 6000170 .




About nid 1962 (check date

e) LI}Jﬂ!OYﬁ

C[::::::}telephone nunbers of the Soviet, Cuban, and Satellite Enbassies.

\_4»«- o

Wlth tris *Bréuarnlnf LIz xATﬂ

—_ - 3

| 85 I recaLl the ueylcanﬁ\connecued 5 Cuban lines, 5 Soviet lines, 3 Czech,

-~
S

2 Polish," ond l Yugoslav line. The basehouse listening post had a live
—

monitor who made shprt summaries of interesting conversations for a cdaily

resume which was received each day arourd 8 a.n. (passed by Flick to Goodpasture

to get to Scott before 9.a.m.) Later (when the reel was completely recorded)

full transcripts vere typed and passed to the‘ftétion'in the same way, however,

there was usuélly-a time iac of a day or so, ' Those transcripts which ?éd

Ru331an or another langugse besides Sp aqlsh or Encllsh »ent out of the listening

post the day after *he transcrlpt (of other conversations on thke reel)mas-

tv*-d ' These reels were taken to another location vhere they were translated

end typed. In the case'or the Russien translations, Boris Tarasoff usually ran

about a ueek behind the date of the conversation because of the volume Of

et

~

&

”Ru331an conversatlons arong the menbars of the S“Vlet Exbassy. During this

-~ pprlod (£a11 of 1963) the reels were protably being broucnt into the staticn

and carried to Boris oy one of tfe people from the Soviet Section or they may

have been carried to him by Flick but I think I brought the reel in and gave

it to to take to Boris.

handled 211 of the processi;g of Soviet transcripts. Hy job involved screening

the photographs as soon as we learned tret the man calllno hinself Oswvsld was

rrobably an Anericen. However here again there was a backlac because the
H 3. (=] (=]

photos were picked up three times a week but the ones picked up were usually

for dates a few days prefiously becaused:::::::::])proce;sed the film on

night time basis, Phd%&graphs vere made usually until one roll vas used bus

later we Cot it changed to one day coverage on each roll - in other words the

bl

operators;cleared the carera each day whiether there was anynﬂ&knxnx;n a 11

roll of film expssed. Instructions were to cover office bou“s, photograzh each

_8000171J
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the caller was trying to speak Ru351an.

Scott could read only thorce two languages 2rd he rerscnally screened the

&

new Soviel and fanily, all Forei igners and foreign lieenee vlates, Fuman

error did ozecur but ge nerally the sgents were conscientious. The Cuban

embessy coverage had nore sorkisticated equipuent (a vulse carera) tub it

frequenulj develcred rechanical difficulties. Bob Zaabaraardi and

re,

(I think) handled this film - pick up and delivery. Larna l'zcXay screened
the film inside the station,
I am certaln bhat the Oswald call came to our attent101 from the

It vas p1c¢ed us nd taken to Boris for a translat;on because

*

Soviet line.

Any delay vas caused by waiting to
compare the photo~raphs "1tb the typed t“enscrlpt There were no copies of

.scripts evegyfmade in languages othéf-than Spanish or English becausé Win

transcripts for oreraulo 2l leads he wanted pursued.
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