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Mr. Belin: | E ' %§

I am. attachmg, per your reguest of 15r11
ackground materials relating to certain gquestions
~1" ting 1 Oswald and the Warren Commlssmn.

J.ab Aisa classified Secret memorandum
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el version, . which you can use as you see fit

natever reoort you are prepa_h ing on the subject.

Additional details are avaﬂable in the Qffice
¥ the Inspector General should you wish to pursue
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Unidentified Indlvldual'ln arren Commission -

Report QB\)S/ %\@
REFERENCE: Memorandum from Da

n to E. Henry Knoche,
dated 15 Apr11 1§JS<§§§?

Y

o
| «(\ % |
SUBJECT : Review of Agency Holdlnrs’.\\ cva’{& Photograph of

1. Im accordance w:n.th reference request we have cxamlned
‘apd summarized the record c0ncern1no a cropped photograph that was
considered by the Warren Commission in tﬂe course of ‘its 1nvest1~
‘gafion; The photograph (togethei with others of the_séme'-.

individual) originated from an intelligence operation conducted

in October 1963 by the CIA |

2. Under the extraordlnary press of effort to develop 1nfor—
mation o; the assassin and the assassination, copies of the photo-
graph were made avallable by CIA's Mexico Station Chief on the
afternoon of 22 November to the local FBI representatlve. Later
that day, assertedly on the decision of the Ambassador, copies
'were conveyed by an FBI representative on a special U. S. Naval
Attache flight to the Dallas office of the FBI for poss1b1e use

" “in the on001na 1nvest1gat10n. One phq§§§§§ph cropped by the

FB;,_was shown to Mrs, Marguerlte O Lee Harvey OSWALD's

mother) in Dallas on the eveni g o%§ 3 er 1963 by an FBI
' Q\\ |
agent. Q % ‘\ : .
3. The Warren Conog%§§%n’ Ggésgrt describes the sequence of

events that ultimately resultedyin Mrs. Marguerite OSWALD's
allegation that she had been shown a cropped photo of Jack RUBY

the day before he murdered her son. A further complication .
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compounding this erroneous concluslo%\;;§ ésfact that, when

\

- she had been shown a copy of the\§gﬁé p%§§§§%%ph in hex appearance
before the Comm1551on it ba§é§gen §§§§§§% by the FBI in Washnnn,
ton in a slightly different ann ‘Xb

4. Although 1n no way related to Lee Harvey OSWALD or his
stay in Mex1co C1ty from the mo1n1ng of 27 September 1963 to the
morning of 2 October 1963, at 1east one set of photographs of theu
unidentified man originated during QSWALD'S stay there,_ It is

- important, therefore, to an understanding of the acquiSition and
handling of the photographs by the Mexico Station to-review what.

" the Statioﬁ'ascertainéd and did with the iaformation it developed-
about OSWALD in Mexico City, together with Headquarters actlon on
that 1nformat10n. ' -

5. From all credible evidence known to tﬁis time'(n§ne,
jncidentally, added since the exhaustive work of the Warren Com- .
mission); Lee Harvey OSWALD spént four. X&)'fgll days and ‘two- (2)

\S\V° . :
- in-Mexico City from about

partial days -- about 116 hours 1§i$
3

10:00 a.m. 27 September 1963 eg.s&ut ~®a.m. 2 October 1963.
\\\ B ‘ . )

His place of residence ygéia» ¥al Qég?%brcial traveler hotel, not

frequented by "grlngos th ' ’

Commercio -- where he was. - -
reglstered iunder.alias. Exh stive and detailed 1nterv1ews and

© v e 2m <0 o

interrogation by the Mexican authorltles and the FBI after the
4assassinationVestablished that, in the recollection of all hotel
personnel, he left and returned late each day of his stay.

6. Allowing for the fact of late arrival ;nd early departure,

and assuming that he slept one-third of the time of his stay | :

(38 oT 39‘hours), there remain some 78 hours of activity to be
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accounted<for. Overall CIA's 1nfd§<§ cn can account onl) for

e
very brief pellods during 28, ZQQ§;§%<2§§§§hnd 1 Octobcr All
e -

%§§§g was technical. Th

nt) coverage.

coverage by CIA during the

Station had no live’ sou:c‘%{\e:\§b

7. It shoul& be note

tH§§g WALD was in no sense “under
1nvesngat10n v None of the facts of his defection and stay in
the USSR and return to the U. S., 1959 -- 1962, were Lnown to the
Mexico.Station or in its files bhefore 10 October 1965. On that
date,.the bare bones of his biography were fofwardee by HeadQ
quarters in responee‘to a Station cabled report of 8 Octooer

wﬁich had forwar&ed on a routine basis, what appeared to beea
cont?ct by an American for a visa to Cuba in transit to the USSR
This was 1nd1cated and deduced from technically acquired infor~
mation on 1 October, whlch was the flrst and only occ351on on thaL

visit in which OSWALD was recorded as. 1dent1fy1ng hlnself )

(partially) by true name.
8. At no time durlng his sta f§§§%x1co City did the CIA

acquire a photo of OSWALD. ,A c §§§ew of all coverage -- -.

technical as well.as. photo%§ —ﬁgg soConducted by the Station

on 22 and 23 November }§%

materials back to Auoust 19 15 confirmed that there was 50
CIA photo coverage of OSWALD at any time durlng his Mex1co trip
or stay in Mexico Clty. Moreover, although it had made a cabled

request on 15 October; the Mexico Station had no photo of OSWALD

in its records, nor did it receive one from Headquarters -- which
did not have.one either.-- before 22 November 1963.
Sreney
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time." The means of acquis] Qgﬁibnc<§§§b olume of the infcr—f

'to be of moxe than ordinary inggg-

‘or.both. Photo coverage tends to become available in quantity

- S
(, S' M (

-

9. It must be stressed that %k§§§§%hhnlcal information the

Station had was mot (and noxmally\ﬁéf% cessed in “'real

mation preclude ahything<§h» reportlng of itéms Jndaed

N
st and, therefore, noted in
summary logs. Full texts of selected items require consultation

of .the tape and elther a full transcrlptlon or full translatlon

iote which requires scanning and selection on a rapid end
accelerated basis in four or five day npeaks.” One of the - o i
"triggers"ffhat norﬁally operates to focus and accelerate more

speedy reV1ew and reporting of this kind of raw 1nte111gence is

the mention of a name. This was precisely what occurred in the'
second of tﬁo conversetlons on 1 October, durlng Wthh the

speaker said he was "Lee OSWALD." It was this 1nformat10n

reported by the "Station to Headquartersiin jts first indicatiom -

on OSWALD on 8 October 1963.

10. The Mexico Stat1on did oneé§§§§§%h1no in its 8 October»

report on Lee OSWALD based on é§§§9
QQ ;>
coupled the data w1th descr'fsmﬁ

1nformat10n' it

on it had acquired - | -

from a sensitive sourcev *b‘ pho of a male individual, . I.

apparently an American, who 1sefved entering an Emba[S‘ssr T
on 1 October. The Station reported this detail on the 8th as

a matter of coingident fact. The Station did not assert or

suggest that the data led to any deduction that the ﬁhoto was in

fact OSWALD er, indeed, was in any way related to OSWALD.
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11. One additional element of bac §%und nust be
stipulated now as the final plccond@tisﬁ to understandinw the

< \\‘\\\:))
relevance (or 11rclevance) of tnegphoto e unknown
> o~

individual placed in the cha;{tgf)ev ‘“T'
,tbiality of CIA Mexico's

Dallas by the FBI agent: wha §§§>
coverage of OShALD's act1V1ty £<Q9 the afternoon of the 23rd

.0""‘

on 23 November in |

when all available coverage had been checked?
12. The totaxlty of Mexico Statlon coverage on or reasonably

inferable to be OSWALD consisted of flve (S) voice 1ntercepts.

Ny

~ Each of these 1tems, 1nc1ud1ng the text of the raw 1ntercepLs
were read by, dlscussed w1th, and examined by Warren Comm1551on
.stuffers in Headquarters and at the Mexico Station durlng a stay
:,from 8-13 Aprll 1964. All were made‘available promptly to
the FBI. |
13. At about mid—aay.on 1 October, tﬁe?camera fegistered
the entry into an Embassy of a white-shirted individual-. In the
opinion of the Stationm, among.all the pérsons photographed th;t

day, he appeared to be the only non ééﬁs and ‘possibly American

‘who ‘entered. On the chance tha ng

be an association
between the 1dent1f1cat10n ta deri \§§§h the voice inter-
cept and the descrlptlve «® He
Station reported the two 31emg§?¥b s separate facts in its cable

to Headquarters on 8 Octcber.

14. The Statlon s action was not unusual and really amounted
to an analytic "quantum leap," in terms of the prlmltlve status
of the OSWALD 1dent1f1cat10n Many examples of a similar kind of

thing can be found in the day~to-day record of Station-Headquarters
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" 15. On 22 November 1963 the Mexico Station cabled Head-
quarters at 22297 time after learning of ﬁf%\arrCSL of Lee H.
OSWALD, age 24, possibly 1n'connectto /iiﬁﬁ)the assassination,
and referenced its- carller messaae$>o§) 15 October and .

Headquarters® xeply of 10 Octq\§§;\ 1on requested by:
. D so that Statlon

"priority pouch a ho

can check all recent co;g%> e for OSWALD. Forward-

ing soonest copies of only visitor on 1 October who -

;o R could be identical with OSWALD."
‘ 16. This obv1ously was for comparlson at the Statlon
which had estimated the age of the gnldentlfled male whose
photograph it had selected as having the "apparent age of 35.“
17. . The Station meanwhile had begun an exhaustive and

acéelera?ed review of all its technical and:phoﬁographic intel-
ligence. A dispatch was prepared in accordance with tﬁe_
indication given in the cable of 22 November. The dispatch
noted that photo coverage of the unidentified individual had

turned up on 4 and 15 October. The tex of ‘the 22 November 1963

"y, Attached are cop<§§§§§$§ <§§ﬁy,photographs
: A ‘ '
Rat %:mh appeared to be -

obtained. . .on 1 g b
isited{an}Embassy on

an American. @ am@Q>

' pouchéd'dispatch read:

4 October 1963.

"Z. ‘Copies—bf these photographs were shown to the
U. S. Ambassador on 22 November 1963 and a copy of
each of the two photﬁgraphs was given to Chief FBI,

. Mexico, on that date.. . . .
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"p. S. Photographs dated 15@1’ 1963 werc

jinserted after typing ofcQRsg:
; AR

tc Thesc,:'w"ere
~ A N5y
taken as [the] perso@@ére assy."”

o AN

18. The "Unidentifie% Ni .
unidentified. There is stiMl (i?k

dible evidence, as far as
CIA is aware, that the individual in thé‘;-;if}'iotographﬂ'"}}ad any

4
Pt T

ghains.to this day

connection with Lee Harvey OSWALD or thé assassination of

President Kenneay;
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