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SUBIECT Cuban Revolutionary Air Feoree (F22) DAIE DISTR, 1 August 2355
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DAE OF T July 1959 : $e-3/108,636
INFC,
PIACE & Cuba, Hstazna -
DATE ACO. {2620 Julv 1959) ) FIELD REPTRT NO.
SOUXCE EVALUATICNS AZE GIFNTIVE  APPAAISAL OF CONTENT 13 J22TATIVE |

(SOURCE: | Former zezber of the Cubar arsed forces whe is sycpatnetic %o Pedro Iuis
: " DIAZ l.ar.:, Torzer FAR enlefl (F}. Aonraisal of Content: 3

- L 1. There follows inforzation crn she Cutan Revoluiicnary Air Force {FAR},
oo its strength, equipzent, pers mnel, and training eccurses. ., .

8, Lezdershin w Juam smoms Zocpue, who replated PedRo Luiz DIAZ
JER27E5 chlef of tre FAl, s not a pllot himself and re knows
nothing about aircraft er zbcut the adzinistratica of an ajir -
force. ile has diszissed 19 officers from the Fi2 since he !
assuzed command. in Jume 1555, séveral of whom were aong the -

e et - >
best piletg im ¢he FaR, i

3 a "yes-zan® to Fidel CASTRD Rusz,
‘Prize Minister of Cuba, E :

Py

; . bs Perscrnel = There zre aprroxizately 1 pilots in ke FAR at
B ’ : present, and cnly six or geven of tres are.cocpetent., The
5 majority of tre zschanics are fermer ZaT™ISTa perssnnel, and
D most of the repiacezerss avg Tepairs ¢a tne aircraft are
made by canathalizias., At one time cnz ¢f the top cfficers
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of the AR esiadblisted s preziratery schosl in 3aracao, in
Habana Province, for p.rcons wno santed-to take the
exaxinaticna for flisn: irainmisg, In lamch 1659 srore were
e - - 350 3ndents enrollod .- Shis 3chond, 150 of whom wors -
illiterate. Fidel Ji51Z0 to0ld the cemmanding ‘officer that
- there was nod nect for .ok wraninaticns, thas he 2id res

- want "fancy boys® in trhr FAZ. tut wmanted ar tcad pilots like -
the Japanese sulelde :iiots - 23 would o ahere i<y were to

o #88 dackuls gL Ak s

€s  Status of Aireraft - The FAZ has the follces g adreraft:

e 1l. Five let planes, eriy fuir of whisk are in fgins
. , cordition, . CASTRC &3 trying to get zore Jet planes. -
L e fren Venezuela, - ! -

-"'2)-_.. Twenty Puries, enly six of ihlch are in flying ccndition!
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5.) Two C-hifs, ons of wrich is in very jpoor cecrditlon. P 3
6.) To DC-hs, one of which is being repaired. e
7.) Seven Bell helicopiers. B

8.) B-26s, nurser uninow, .

d. A==cnition - The FA2 ras 1,500,700 rowdds of SC-caliber zaminlitics,’ 1% to
25 {ive-numdred-pourd Sosks, and sim2 rockess, AlY Sh.zalider rachine-
guns have been resoved Irom the FAR's P-47 planes and.have teen D2l Cn
tripods for ground and air defemse in areas where attacks are exptciec.

8, Instructore = Thne v ==3ploys 11 Csilean ins‘ructors. Ity each recotve
TS s gonth as ealaryd '

Bith regard to cozsorcial aircraft is Z:ba, Cuba Aeropostal L. {Civan Atr

Postal Avtation Comoary) haz feur G5 piznes. Thls cozpany i3 unler he
direction of a Captain STiDY (fnuj.* IZ(TT sends pianes W Zramd frem Qusa
cvery three or four days tc sTuggle.arss back into Cura, ST is &
suspecled Comsuaist, Tith regard <o Sczoandia Cubana de Aviazicn {CuEsis
Afrlines), it lacks experienced pilects Tcizuse Fidel CASTRD dismissed 225 of
the experienced pilots, CJEANA row cerates at a icss of §L22,500 a reathe
Following the defection of Major Pedro IS DILZ Lanz on 20 wu3ae 1559 msmy FaR
officers resigned or were diszissed Iriz the FAR by ALVEIDA.  Scme of thise
men fled to Miazi, sczc rezaimed ia Zitans, and the aheressczts of otrers are
not known, <%here are alsc several =en mixc rezaited in the F12, but who are
believed to be loyal to 2112 Linz ond ¥io prebably would surprrt kiz oAl 7.3
attenpled 1o ovsrihrow c18720. 3 The =azas of sxzs of these maa and infossmiticn
on them, when available Tollows:
3. Thcse who fled to Mia=t,/
- i) Hajor Jose Maris LN ¥ Ferrasder - Forzar Mjutant-General of the
FAR, or third-Iiz-cozmant ol e TR
. : rd :
2.) ¥aler Bealgno-::?.!.’; - 59 533 1§ years of expericnce in the Adr Ferce
and wis consicercd the best pilet in thée FAR. - Ee was: discissed ¥7
. ADEIDA. A : :
3.) Lt, Xanuel CARSS 7':‘>cce11cr.t rilote e i :
R et e - . ! . : N . :
* fLke) <Jose Xorces DItl = e Irsther of Pedro Luis DIAZ iadz and tcr:t.r
. Inspector=Gezeral ¢f tae fii. i ;
. ) _4\'/“"'- :

$.) Captain Euber MaZstel - Bxcellezt pilots o

b, Those who remainod iz Mabana JAit lele PAR.

®
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|
1.) Capsain Mester ALTAS ~>/- hesi;a:d frod the FAR whez DIAZ lani laft
“on 30 Jina. Es was the oilot b:io flew Fidel CASTED back to Cuda
frem Sogota, Colezdia, in 1§L2., At preseat ke is in 2lcang in
Habasa. - L ' R i
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2.) Captain Rafael E‘.‘..ge/?b.-::zr seymaster of ths FA2, 1 “orcer mecher
of the 26 of July roverest, ke TL3LEnCl wnen Pedro LILY Lanz defected,
Ee 13 in touch with Eicy gumr—ioo— =227, of tho Zeymmdo Freste
Hacicnal del Escazhray (5732, Seccze Xatzonal Freas of tie Zscazhray).
3.) lMajor iatonio ':D?L’.ECIZ.L-"‘/- Fes cozeidercd the best pilot-navizator in
the FAR, He was dirzissed by AT ard now is in ridirg in Haba-a, ;
€. Incse whese wheresbouts zrefot kooes, ’ 3 :
1,) Captain Blas BAI.“-;DL'{FO:-:.':: zazter &f the 25 of Jaly Mzwezent ard i
R Qualified pilot, wss dicnicsed by ALIETO Prckbably s in Eabana,
2.) Captain GARCIA Iniguez (fr3) - Former mecber of the 25 a2 July
¥ovezment and qualified pliot, was cdismiesed by [LYETSM a-d rrotadly
is in Habara now, ; : - N
3¢) Captaim Juan VIVI2) - Yas a.::;:-_;j:i to Joze Yarcos JI1Z lars apd .
-resigned when Pedro DIAZ lins lede, L
Headsuarters Comments ° ST { .

1. Oa & Yarch 1559 the Santizgo, (hile, :ew.fpspers reported 2t the followirg 3

forzer CINZA and ALA Pilots hzd bofn zemerzpced by the Cut:c-, Cover——ent as ;
FiR instruc¥ors: German ACTTINY Silas, Jaize AIMUZEGTIYEilva, Carlos /
Riderelfi/S:noz, Eugo Burp/Airimies, cassucs LACELS :.1237(, ezzn ARTITAN
=enekez, Gerarde Peipnesvy Lrugene, a- Srniney MIILTTADlivier,  TOOSY
3/1;02,325, dated 13 Juzme 1959, redorted tazt tihge eiznt e, 35 well-as
another Chilesn by $ha ca-p of Azdres ALDRIZT, ‘f-‘-c.-ez, cae Az:rigan, end tmo
Venezuclan pilots were flying arzs Irca Gda "o the Isie af Pimes ard
frem there directly to Kicaragua, vei-z.£-1% piazes frox Vezezuela,

This zay refer to Joss Alberto STMITIT ¥ Isal;ze, vXowas a tilot .'or'the
26 of July Movemens during the rowliiizm, . To0S-3/102,659, ToCS-.
3/380,30L, and IDCS-3/379,013 fer fomtoer detalls on Jese ATserto STUTDIT.

s, "CS-JIIA)3,636 for a rescrt from < £aze source oa otter persons, ot
FAR officers, =ho probadly would stocert DIRZ izma 4f ke ast =pted to
overthrow CASTRO, o ’ : o ;

3
3

cf. ‘!!)CS-B/‘..OB,OOO, dated 19 June 1555, w2ick resorted that CIUT had resizned
as AR Adjutant General, This w:s belfzre DIUZ Lz had defected, but while
ALYEZIDA was Acting Chiaf of the Fam, e !
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