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MAMORAZIUM VR THE ROCORD

SUBJLCT:  Wnlk Ly Frnests Betanecourt st the Cooperative Forus,

1. Tis {8 a report fruc memory of the highlights of the talx (lvea
by Dr. Erncoto Betancourt, Wednesiay nirht, 26 Septerber L:G2, end of the
" question and answer periovd rouoviuh it, at the Cooperative Ferun {o

Washington, D.C.

2. Dre Bctancourt was angounced as the political advieer of Ijlercito
Livertador de Cuba, "an orgnnization of young Cuben military lesiers in .
exile.” Currently hies full time cccupation was stated as thas o a
ecordinator in the Dcpartnent of Econonic Affaire of the Org -i.ation of
Amsrican States (0AS). In the early days of the Caoctro regire Le had been
&n enthusisstic "Fidelista” and had served as Direstor of t'ie Central Bank

. of Culia {pre Che Guevnrra} and as one of Castro’s first representatives
in the U, 8. lis soon becare diseuchanwd, defected and becans a leader

o the” antL-Caatro novomnt.

3. Daced on mental notes of Betancourt's speech {about 30 wmioutes)
end of his cnsvers given to questions from the sudience (a typieal,
distinguished cross-section erep found at the Forum), the. folloving

. appenrod to be the woct significant atatemntu

8. There are no "easy” unsvere to ehc Cuban problen
which has becone iucreasingly complex.

b. The singly wost lmportant Soviet obJectiw in
"taking over” Cuba 13 to.discrcdit the U, 8,
by alternately demonstrating {ts "weakness®
and its "wickedness.” By shwing that the U.8.
is willicg to. recain cupine eves in the face of a
military-atd "presence” in Cubs, the Soviets
belisve they can score n paychological victory which
will impress other Latin American countries and ' _
perhaps other developiug aress im which the U, 8, '
has. an interect, sn-ultnnecualy the Communiats
continus to dzpiet the. “gringues” as creas,
money-aeeking imperiansts who want to "do in*
poor little Cule. This creation of an unfavcrable
imagae of the U, '8, 48 far mors important to the
: * Kremlin than any. other reason for the:lr pow lorge

¢ . Cuban effort., Lveos the possible uee of Cuba as

a missile base is of segondary mortance.,

¢. As for making Cuba a Ccu:x:uniat sncvcase
Betancourt believes the s::vieta havo uwo such
hope or evea lnb‘ntion. They do however intend
to use Cuba as the CP "headquarters” for Latin
) America end Imvn in ract veen doing so for some

time.

d. The attecpted invesion was a disaster all around -
militnrilj, politicelly and ideologically. Among
other causes of this faillureé wvaa CIA‘'s "kidnapping” ,
of the Revolutionsry Council so that any effective ,
snti-Castro leadership was rendered poverless, ' ,
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e 'ban..lho of the fnverfon vss lo part due to
the "coemuclicntions vold™ that existed so far as
getting anti-Costro informmtioss throuch to the
Cubas pecple. In the meantime Costro had full’
esatr>l over his interpal communications and
“asat. irated” the afr wvaves with pro-regime
propaganda eoucerning the isvasisa.

Castro 43 still the real "boss”™ in Cube even-
thoush he is surrounded by Cowmmunists and is
cenérally obedlent to Moocow's orders.. The
EKreclin has uot puahed him too far - in fast
they have in soms inatances pulled him back
for thay feel t}mt he has a tendency to be
reckless. For instance, the Soviets did not
really vent hin ¢o bresk with the U, 8. and
would bave wanted him to be & clever "Marxist”®
tactician, The Kremlin 4s soart endugh o
realize, however, that if Castro were elininated
his entire regime would collapse. 8o while -
dictating to hixn in cortain respects, they also
have %2 sive hiz leevay. In other words the
Corzmunists are "uelng™ Castro but at the same
tins are being used by him for the achisverant

of his owvn ego-power objectives,

Econcede conditions in Cuba are really very bad.
In the general disérray of the Cubten ecooony,
agriculture is faring worst cf all. For the
firat time in Cuban hisbory, tood 1s belaog
uowrely rationed. Alsc for the first time
the susar crop has pot been planted this year,
due to the ceneral disorder and the lrability
%o provide inceatives for the sugnr plastation
peons. BSoviet economic aid {s fnsuffizent thus
far to have ony vicible effect in 1ifting the
econosy. The Soviets are epparently giving
auch tore military than econonic aid.

" Bataneourt {3 opposed to military interventicn

by U. S. cu geceral principles but fsels that:

'if the U, 8. did decide to intervene it would

be far more justified in the eyes of latine
Americs than would have been the cese belore

" the :bﬂeta decided to 1nten-anc ailitarily.

i.

an uf tie tes: propagaada targeis {roa the U.B.

point of viev is the Castro militia, According

to Bsiaccourt the wilitisren axre “restive” aboul

the Commuaist docination of Cuba. A large number

of these uey vere ardent rebels but not Comrmniste.
They fought with Castro agninst the Balista dictators
ship but pot in order to estaeblish a Cozmuniat
regize, nor even Lo makxs Cubo & “"socialist” state,
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" %2 U. 8. appeals if they Jdi1d so% feel that {p

the event of anti-Castro
1iquidated. They feel that the Y. 5, and rebsl
propaganda has depicted theno all as major }
suenies and irmwdiste targets for dastruction.
Betancourt belisves we should praxcecd to correct
this propaganda error at ouce..

Jde. chcourt feels that the CAS eould be much more
T, 7~ effective than .it hag beav so fa
" forum for airing the truth ebout

take cver they would be

r if only as &
the Castro

‘¥egime and for hardening the attitudes of the
rest of Latin America towvard the expansion of
Soviet satellites in the Western boemiephere.

Betancourt belleves that the overt Soviet
intervention in Cuba has jarred the latin
Armericans for more than the faet of the
Sriuwmph of Communism, per 8e, iu that country,
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