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1. I met Subject at the National Airport when he arrived ‘from Atlanta

at about 2115 and took him to the Statler Hotel., Ee told me that in late

Jancary or early February he had begun acting as broker for some exchange

transactions involving Cuban pe'aoa' 'f.n the paxiidzwonx possession of former
» Batista follo%ceri in the Mianmi am.a. During the course of these transactioas

he became acquadinted with a mumber of Cubans, most of them former follove.ra

of Batista who sre engaged in plotting against the CASTRO Guvermment in

Cuba,

2. Together with Mamel Firestone, aka Mamuel Fuego,é US citizen of -

Cuban origin who served in the RCAF during World War II am:l’::me of the US

armed forces during the Korean 'mu) Wer Bell went to the Doninican Republic

about 6 weeks ago. Lhe purpose of the trip wis %o see Batista and seRl him

on & public relations cawpaign which might help his reestablish his

reputation in the United States. Wer Bell did not see Batista personally,

but gk Firestone did. Wer Bell met with a rumber of Cuban exiles on

varions occasions and became convincc;! that 1} was not possible to deal with

Batista since the 1at.'t.er insisted on postponirg everything “"until he comes ~

to the States™, Firestone arranged to bring wer Sell into contact with Gen
Jose Pedrarqla:r? separatel;{::%‘;ardo Hodriguez, Man.el De Mora's nephew, and
through hini:l;.a.x;uel De .‘!(73. He discussed only a putiic relations campaign
on behalf of the Dominican Zepublic with Te Ho/a.

3. Pedraz& on the basis of «er dell’s 0SS backrTound, asked him for

assistance in setiing vp 2 pwexidix guerrilla operaticn against CASTRO.

{Comzent: wer Pell's 0SS records show no cormbat exzerience although last
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night ke implicd to me that he had I;ad combal e xperfence. My personal assess-

ncnt.of Wer Fell fol‘.oué st the end of this mermcrandum.) ¥%er Bell sald he
asked Pedraz4if he was in touch with CIA. Pedrazqsaid ke was not 1n contact -
but that the others, zeaning the Doninicans, \;ere. Wer Bell said the Cubans
are training a minimim of 2,000 troops in the Dominican Republic. [here are
also about ® 1,000 $paniards smd sent by FRANCO, Wer Pell said he

hasbe v/ gpp:l?t't“’)
recommended to Pedrazga typica. sewespe-rent operation to organize & petrodwed

guerrilia srea, with gupoly drops,and the organizstion of extensive comnuni-
zation facilities. .

L. Batista has refised to cooperste with Pedrazjand kx is refusing
to provide any funds for the operation. He says that he expects to be in
the United States within tuc weeks and will then negetiate provisiongd 6’{ .
support. Rolando Kancferreg is collecting funds in the US for the revolt.
In sddition to this,the Dominicans areubuying arms wherever they can get
their hands 6n ¢hem. The plan is to make Manez Portuonde Provisicnal
PresiZent as soon as CASTRO is overthrown.

S. Wer Bell said that an %inbusinessman named Jones fm, vho
gayainx does business in Eurcpe and x;:: in Miami bying real estate,
.had mentioned to him the possibility of obtaining the services of 1,000
experienced German combat troops who are organized, officered, and ef.:uipped/ '
at the rate of 100 a day per man. An individual naned ;:, bellieved to
be a Swise staying at tre Waldorf Astoria Hotel, 1s the contact for getting
the services of these. Cermans, ll—é’iss is merely an intermedisry and Frei ‘{fng/
wnose nationality is un.‘»:nowu/ but believed %o be & Serman, is the principai
of this greup. {(Comrent: When KX qx;es't,icned Wer Ee2l about this he wucs
very reluctant to go into details, and as ‘.hé stoﬁ developed it appeared
to me that he was taking for granted a typical night club story resuiting

from loose talk bty hiwself and the individual called Jones.)
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6. Ver Eell said he had been virt:ally o‘fered comnsnd of the Cuban
counter revoluticnary force. He said that ke will engage in this only if
CIA backs him up. He wants to organize a para-military force and -needs 15
to 29 P expgrts including comsunicators to train the force. de also wants
sore specizlized equipment such as fire bombs, radios, and even mentioned
2h-F8L aireraft. {Com-ent: I believe the Dominicans have been trying to
buy such aircraft for some time fxm from the Canadian Covernment. The
Canadians, howeve.r, have refused at the United States' request to grant
export licenses -for the plaqgsf)

7. Wer Bell wants to see Gen, Cabell or Allen Dulles on this matter.
He says he is willing to act as our agent and believes he can gain the
corplete confidence of Pedrazqand De l".ora. He said that it is }'m_nored in
Miami that the United States has o!‘t‘em‘;(t& hours e# hands orx?: in the event
of an attempt against CASTRC and will close its eyes to a number of gun
shipments.

8, Wer Bell adnitted to me that he had had some business difficulties
in -the recefit past and was now working his way out’ ot"t:hem. we have his
record through 195 and he appears to be a responsible citizen as of that

time., The inpression that I got of hin last night is that he is now & typical
promcter type of the‘g.-;;'f‘ successful variety found in Latin /merica, proney
to exsgperated iQeas end somewhat naive/,as evidenced by his story of the
1,070 Cermans. I carefully avoidea the questlion of what he stands to

gain by all of this, but as the story developed it becomes razther obvious
that he is seeking to act as a broker ;U:CIA sypport Efr Pedrazqand probably
anticipates collecting hig brokerage fees in terns of public relations con-
tracts mmx from the Dominicans and the new Cuban Coverrment. It is also
obvicus that Subject has good access to intelligence which may be of consid-

erzole vzlue, particularly if it becomes necessary to initiazte political

acticn operaticns apainst the CASTRO Covermment. f, P



9o I rccom-end that we ccnsider utilizing him as an FI Arent with

',40(&"
& very clear understanding that we are s s ©f his motives st this time!

that we will not support Pedrazaand his proup; nor will the United States
8

e

fail to observe its international obligations on behalf of Pedrazg and wivh
‘a cieat understanding of the linit.é of our relationships with Subject. I
4 lbelleve tkis man will require firm handling Zxzhmx, 11 we propose %o use him, .
or we may have considerable trouble with him. We have bad {nformaticam
already on the SedrszAaffair, much of which confirms the information supplied

by Sublect, =o that we are not without other assets on this matter,
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