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Manuel Antonio RAY y Rivero.

Manuel RA! vas born n Habana, Cuba, oo’ 13 June 192‘&.

Be vas educated in Cuba and became a very nble conatructim ‘

engineer. Io April, 1958 having becone robellious under

‘v ‘the Bnusta resim, he Jolned the Civic Resistance Mavenent

(Hoviniento de Resistancia cs.vica -~ MRC) &id wms nmnnd

o socretax'y-general of the organiza.tion. A% the snu tim,

‘be became a mmbar of the national directorate of tha ‘26th-

ot—July. anenent-and was responsihl_u ror coordinauan between

: the 1:1-'0 groupa .

RAY vorked closely with Fidel Castro for the rest of

"‘1958 t.rnvelling ﬁ'eqnently to the Sierra Maestra for con-
' ferenq:e_s v_ith him. After Batista's fall BRAY was appointed

"‘Miniéter'of'P"ubuc Works 1n the prdvisional government of

Manuel Urrutia,. ‘RAY took office on 7 January 1959, and on

"the ssme day ba was also put in charge of tbe Ratlopal Bread

‘.Board.

- Although RAY remained a liberal and continued %o be’ pro—
rerolntinnary,' be becaae _ncreas:lngly resantful of the com-.

munist domination of the Castro regima. His dissatisractidn

.becane knmm to Castro, and 1n Navenber of 1959 he was ra-
,placed as Minister of Public Horks by Captain Oemny

,'_Cienfungop, ‘a communiat. Preaumbly hn vas also dismissed

from,the National Bread Board.
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~of several overtures from the FRD to Jjoim forces.
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. BAYjvas unable to kKeep a decent Job after bis dismissal

‘1by;géétro, and he vas under constant surveillance tbat

" practically amounted to Louse arrest. In spite of Castro's

préqautioﬂa, hovever, RAY maintained contact with the MRR
ahé, through members of that group, vith anti-Castro move-
ments 1o and out of Cuba. By 3 June 1960, after he had
becoms nearly destitute because of the impossibility of
employment, RAY's followers and associates began to plan
bis exfiltraticu from Cuba 80 that be could become & more
effective rallying point for anti-Castro movements in exile.
RA!, bovevér, decided to remain in Cuba and participate
directly 1n.ciandesttne activities against Castro. He
Joiped a gfoﬁp calied Accion Democratica Revolucionaria {ADR)
and soon became one of its leaders. The ADR appears to be
he first organization of its kind vwhich can be counsidered
& serious thxgét to Castrc's regime, and has been the target
Ona of

the primsry reasons for the ADR's attractivenéas is RAY's

counection with it.
fa ]

WH/G /PR

7 September 1960



