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SUBJECT: ecentraL— AGninistrative -

sm:m?— Arthur G. VAIVADA
M’—__‘/

1. Attached herewith is a memorendus prepared by the Subject, dated
29 Octoter 1557, calling the attention of Headquarters to the fect that
his assignment in Habana terminates in June 1958 and setting out his wishes
ags to reassignment thereafter,

2, While Vaivada did not include it in his memcrandum, in recent
conversations with the case officer he has exmressed considerable interest
in the possibility of being assigned under to
saying that both be and his wife would welcome such an assignment,
Subject has also said in those conversations that he would not take it
amiss if an opportunity for reassignment outside of the Central America-
Caribbean area were to become open to him at any time mrior to June 1958.

3. In the opinion of the Station, Vaivada has done a very good job,
here, having been confronted with and overcome a number of difficult
problems and situations during his tour of over three years in Habana,
The Station is happy to reccmmend that his request for reassignment be

given every consideration.
( §James R. Palinger;
Attachments:s

Memorandum of Reassignment (L copies)
Distribution:
vfi = Washington w/att.
2 - Files w/att.
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i ) Havana, Cuba :

\ 29 October 1957

'SUBJECT: Reassignment - Arthur 0. Vaivada -

R

o Headquarters Desk

1]

THROUGH: Chief of Station, Havana, Cuba

I

l. While at Headquarters in the early part of Xay 1957, it wase verbally
égreed that I return to Cuta for about one year, security permitting,

2. While =y operational work in Cuba from August 195k until February
1957 was concentrated on communist targets in the University of Habana, it
should te pointed out that by cities during that period also involved many
contacts with subversive oprositionist elements. %hen goverrmental persecution
increesed during February 1957, two of my key agents were lost, one of them
by governmental assassination, so that I was obliged to leave Cuba temporarily
perding clarification of tne security factors inwolved, During my three
months“atsence in PEFRIVE the local situation deteriorated; and after my
return my position was less favorable than it had been asg a newcomer simce I
J had lcst assets tut nad retained the cumlative security hazards of three years
of cultivation and recruitrent efforts. The University was, snd still is,
closed. Our commmist penetration efforts are continuously harrassed by
4 official persecuticn of the target group, | . '
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3. Since by June 1958 I shall have spent four years in Cuba, I believe
it appropriate to submit this letter at this time recuesting that Headquarters
begin to study the pessibilities for reassignment 2bout June 1958, or prior
to that date if Lecessary. 4s to future assignments, I have nc reservations
or specisl recuests, I am willing and xrepared to travel to any area
consirtent with my cualifications, Generally speaking, and for obvious
security reasons, I am interested in getting out of the Central Awerica-
Caribtean area if nossible. It may be recslled that I was denied an
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visa in 1953, for purely technical reasons, Th ‘may be ¢ &
and I oosed to a tour in T any of ¢
In this matter, the fatire of the hew moject or
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signment would take precedence with me over personal preferences as to
particular area of assignment, , .
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Reassignment - Arthyr G, Vaivada
29 October 1957, Pape 2

Lo Repgarding my] __lstatus: I entered Cuba in 195k under
and as it became increis
more difficult to maintain owing %6 studen disturbaences, I comnleted g
course in the writing of free-lance fiction and am thrice published. This
¥riting has been used as a realistic, steppapl | even af: as
provided with a notional| 7 ty Head-
quarters. I understand that Journalism 1s censidered & weak and time-worn

yet if it is worled ai, and financielly managed through a PEPRIME

checking account, it not only satisfies local SS probes but it does not han -

; ﬁ:iherent disadvantages inwlved 4in setiing up a full-fledged
' Lo insi

I set thic out as a ossible suggestion to Headcuarters, but have
istence as ft[rm—_L}over [ | The notional
[ | pro me has proved satisTactory in a limited sense thus

Iar, tnd even utilized as [T 2er action occasionally, tut I would be
i uncertein about introducing it in a less "Americanizedn couniry than Cuba,

R 8 Lo e

arthur G, Valvada
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