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MENMORANDUM: FOR: Dlrector of Centra] Intelligence 7

FROM S John- H. waller | - o 7‘:<:1624r1ﬂ4? .

Inspector General

 SUBJECT ¢ Bernard Fensterwa1diﬂdr. Comments in 22 October

1976 Issue of MHashington Star

1. The following is a response to your query to Mr. Seymour Bo]ten
concerning comments made by Bernard Fensterwald, Jr. ‘

2. The comments made by subject in the marked-section of the at-
tached newspaper c]ipping are partially factual and partially sheer
speculation. It is true that the Agency has been particularly sen51t1ve
about the entire matter because the photographs in question or1g1nated

- from a highly sensitive intelligence operation which was conducted in

October 1963 by the Agency{ against the
Soviet and Cuban Embassies in Mexico City. However, the material was
net withheld from the Warren Commission. It should be noted that Oswald
was in no sense "under investigation" and that at no time during his

stay in Mexico City did the CIA acquire a photograph of Oswald.

- 3. The Agency has 12 different photographs of an individual, pos-
sibly an American as yet unidentified, who was observed entering the

- Soviet Embassy and later the Cuban Emdbassy. A cropped photograph was

introduced into the ltarren Commission public record. The Warren Com-
mission and its Staff were made fully aware in the course of their . :
inquiry at Headquarters and in Mexico City of the origins of the photo- -
graph, and the fact that we had additional photographs of the same
individual taken at different times in Mexico City. At one point our
Chief of Station in Mexico City suggested that the man in the photograph
was Oswald. However, thls‘proved not.to be the case. It should be

noted that Mr. Fensterwald in 1971-1972 was actually shown two of the

12 photographs during a visit to the Agency, other than the one already
published in the Warren Commission report. It is a matter of more than
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ordinary.interest to note that in April 1971 Mr. Fensterwald told Mr.
Lawrence Houston, the General Counsel at that time and another repre-
sentative of the Agency “in attendance at the mecting that he knew the
jdentity of the unidentified man in the photograph and that we will
be furnished his name in due course. S _—

4. A1l coverage by CIA of Oswald's stay in Mexico City was tech~
nical. The Station had no live source coverage|

l | Subsequently, Mexican police interrogated Sylvia ,

DURAN, a Mexican employee of the Cuban Embassy. . Her testimony gave us
full details on Oswald's trip to Mexcio City, and was made available

to the Warren Commission. The lack of coverage on Oswald entering the
Cuban or Soviet Embassies resulted from mechanical malfunction. The

‘Mgency provided the Federal Bureau of Investigation in the field in

Mexico City and in Washington all of the information it had acquifed.'
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<Bemeord Fenstermwald }r:, @ Wcshmg--
tontlbwyer Who represented .lamas~
HcCord during Wolergale ond_Jomes
Ear} Roy, comvicted of killing Dr. Mortin
Luther King Jr., heods the Committes tc;/
lnveshscte Assassinctions,'o .group° 9
sivate citizens that-hes’ mveshga‘t
the sloyings'of, Preudent.lohn EX ne~
iy ond olher:. He wos’ intervi by,‘
Washmg!on Stcr S!cn'-f Wm:-.-r MlcbaaU: .

ac"d’il“*-ve = he
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Qe The Co'n.nuttee o In gate
Assassinations has long been sus-’
pected by some people of being some-]
bow connected with the and you,
yourself beivg labeled possibly a A’
ggentor CIA planr Are yca in facra'
CIAage-to:an/sazt? P '_-"'--. PR’

. ;,.v.r. r. (oo, od .lﬂi;.;;.; ._-é i n;:'br‘r

Fetstzrwa]d- No,“I'm~ “fulltime |
lawyer? Neither I'norm partner;
bave.ever been affmated\ with-the’,
CIA or:3vorked-for. the CIA eitherS
with 'orwithout pay*in: “Anyr way”
snape ‘or form. I have'no xdea where'| -

ke rumor started:-I'don’s }mow 2ny-*
pne:that knows-anything “ahout my.]
history- that has ever made such an-

accusation.. On the conversé-side;
going back to-the-e2rly:"60s when' 3§
workad—!or the Senate-as ;3 for-

pne of their: comm.xt‘ces,.l did axn3
avestization. on the: C1A and:sin e,
theal have represemied a mumber-oi:
tlientsin'cases againstthe CIA to zhe..=
exteal tat if there's any evidence at |
all; x_raleoxats in ths other du'ecnon..‘
S A St e R ) ;':'5“'.':_ .\‘-,.ﬂ. 1
Q:Js .tt possx'b]e that the'CIA or thé
FBI has evidence Jocked away some~
wherc, Uizt could shed new light on
the mves::gatzor:s into the.JT"K assas
sinaticrr or perhaps Martm Lutbﬂr

"""""

is -considerable evudcnce which is

: .dasszfxed«unm the year 2039

' ,pnbr t0,the assassination. No one ix

*they.labeled Lee Harvey Oswald. |

O ‘s

}u.aas assassmat:an> s

. % Q' “Weuld it not better serve the

all? -

22 UCTOBER 1970
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2.« At It's always' posslblc, and :hem

"under lock and key in the Nanong
“Archives today which will ':-;Pax
(CX P

“yis declassified by - !he vanqns ﬁov;rg-l
'ment‘agencne s D ily the
-and the CIA. Inidd;%o that, there’
sare literally tho nds of documents
’that the CIA pot give to the Wax-'
» ren Commission and did not go to the
Nanonal hives which have pever:
;been e public. A number of free~| -
dom o¥infonnation suits have result-
ded in‘declassification of a part of this-
ma enal. yet we know from the index’
ey give us that they have a mass of
e.nal vh.tch has never besn made )

va dxstzs.eﬁd or. burtml to tbe‘
*Kennedy Samily, the JFK auzopsy
pbotograpbs for examp]e, xs there

- S e e g 9 540 00

other evzdancc or do you feel tberc S
other-material under lock and key
that.could shed significant b,.bt ‘on
tbeassasswanons? SR A
';'- cvrl LA 104 I, “eola® U" '\r‘?
T AAsWell, certamly from reviewing
" the index of.the withheld material.
which'they have been forced to sup-
ply to vanous district conrts, you get
the impression that puch yery vital
. information is being withh8ld™ Again,
-1 say, without: knowing what that |
information is, it's hard to say w}'ere
*it's gomc to pomt. : ; : e
-0 Can you hazard a guess as to what
‘th"yzm‘,bthave? be .

£ r\\._ .
DICTEROR ol .._‘},a.sw ,;'...’

& LAS No I can’t; I'can only tﬂll you’
sofaras ‘the CIA is concerned a large |
part of-the withheld testimony in-
.volvesia trip Lee Harvey Oswald
;roade-to Mexico Just in ’medxately

the pu'bhc knows what this. trip was
‘all about. But we do know that the |-

with respact to that. We do know that
there were CIA cameras taking pic-
tures of people going inand out of the
"Cuban and Soviet embassies znd-they
*took a number of pictures of a.man

.+ From looking at him, he is obviously
not Lee Harvey Oswald but me Cia
'wﬂlnotxdennfyhu'n SR il
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Amencan public to just simply re-
Jease this inforrnation and get to thed
bottom of the matter oncc and !or.

.
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. CIA has been particularly seasitive |

505 )
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-A: “TheCommittee to Investizate
agSinations has urged through the,
-_years that all of the information with
respect to ‘the Johin Xennedy assassi-
- pation be made public, The olficial
solubon is thot Lee Harvey Oswald
was & Jonc nut killer end that there
“were no other people involved and.
- there were no internationz) ramifica-
. tions,; And thcrcforc, taking that
story as gospel makes it cbiucu)t for
a lawyer to-see -why they shonld
cover any‘.hmg. However; there is
.this intense desire on the part of gov- /
-ernmenl to keep it secret, and I think -
in-apy lawsuit where you have this
sort of mania.for locking the evi-
dence up you create the-suspicion
that there's more there. And ] don't
. thiok - auybody at this fime ouiside the
government knows what happened to
John-Kennedy, & tbm)' the congres-

swnal commmees w fithe wxll de
3 Tl -s-\.-.f. 08
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N Q It hag been 13. yaars smcc tbﬂ
* Kennedy assassmauor_l. -Why rcopen
hwmqo?_y TP A s

‘— \.a-.'i.. u..’\,,.,' 7

3t ‘.v..p

R ) 7 ER
~* -A- ir's not reaily P oue'mon of Te-
openmv his grave. § know the subject
is frequently talked 2bout in terms.
similar to that. X think that the integ-
rity of our whole political process is
probably; at-stake because whether’
the Warren Commission was right or
_%wrong, kthink that the Afnerican peo-
ple = and the polls bear t3is out '—

have a great doubt as to whether Os-

'I'hey have a doubt 2s to wbether Os-
wald was a lone put Jiller. And until
their doubls can.be satisfied, X think
the integrity ol the systém and the
credibility of the: govcmmenr is very
muc.hweakencd. ..'. PR

Q Wby bas'it takzn 13 ycars for
Congress to become offl czally involv-
ed inthis?: .

et e ~‘-'
‘,.'-s.fl - pgs

DO Q:----t.l‘:

eo-.-i‘a ;-
- ~B el xt's -2 ninber of reasons.
One, I thmk the membership of the
Warrea Commission itsel contained
s0 many outstandieg people that it is
difficult to believe that for whatever
‘reason they would not' seriously try to
“give tke public a full answer. There's
& preat reluctance to disbelieve peo-
ple like Justice Warren and Sen. Rus-
sell. Secondly, I think until Water-
gate people tended to disbelieve that
thexr government could be involved
in anything of this pature. But even |
more recently the revelations, the ac- '

counts of the TIA to kill Fidel Castro
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bave gottm nd of the last rcluctance
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- Q: Isit Concexvable that the War—

ren Commx.sswn ~=in the interests of

L I e e ar Lo a T 1LY Y O o S



13-00000

<€

. PR FICR L N T -
Y X lawyer I tend ro believe
sey.-nesde tlie best conclusiv  hiey
eould from the evidence at har. e
know of so much key evidence that
was either withheld or destroyed that
you get a general feeling that they
had only a relatively small part of
the really important marerial.-For
example, Lee Harvey Oswald wrote a
. | threatening note to an FBI agent
shortly bafore the assassination. In a
matter of 2n hour or two before Jack
Ruby shot Oswald, the FBI agent

PR D YR}

. |, was never reported to the Warren

1 Comumission. There are certain peo-
- | ple who can link Oswald and Ruby,
- i and this material was never passed

" 7I"to the commission. So I think it's a

*. 1" very harsh judgment to say that this
« ) very distinguished bunch of Ameri-
- ¢ans - including the chief justice of
. | the Unrired States - purposely did not
: I:reach the preper conclusion. =%, .ize
e e i R
*. Q: How long'will it take
*to investicate this affair 20d carae to
some sort of a conclusion..Will it be
s years away, do you feel?., . :

s

EAD I
REre- R
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Az No, X don't think it will be that
far away. The House of Representa-,
tives had rwo basic roads they could !
. | have follpwed. They could have taken-
| their staff members, people. who
. | were thoroughly familiar with the
I sibjece but equally. opinionated, or
-t they could start with people who
were good lawyers and good invest-
1 gators and start with a clean mind
and stmply go down the same road
that others have been going down for
12 years. They chosé the latier. That

been chosen I can’t see that it’s going
‘to take a .matter of years. I think it

© . { will vake a number of months longer

than jt would go:utg the _other way.
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Q: Eunice Shriver, who of course
+ Jost two brothers to assassins, has

 thing b= dropped, that the investiga-
tions iatoe JFK and Robert Kenaedy’s

you respond when a family members
b expresses thiskicd of a segliment?-‘. 1
. * Az Well, I think all of us feel'a’
_basic sympathy, not only for Mrs.
‘Shriver but also for- Mrs. Rose
Kennedy and for the remaining
brother, Sen. Kennedy. But it’s my.
own feeling that the question of what-
happenéd to the Kennedy brothers, if

® %0’ % o

P e s 8 40 P w0 %0 N
did occur, is really a matter of na<
tional concern and transcends th-"
_own very understandable interesi
it. I think that the investization cer-

fong jump from that possibility o (he
possiblity that we had anything to do
with ldlling. It scems to me that these
are questions that gave the congres-
sional commmittee the powers thatl

: tainly into President Kennedy's "
: death can be done in such away as to -’

- *cause minimum grief to the family.

_And I think there’s a very good °.

. chance that this will bappen because, ”

they have. . doa'’t really know that
speculating getsanywhere.” | . .

~ Q: "Your Committee fo Tnvesiizate

fiushed it down the toilet. Now this|.

the House| - |
.. there was a conspiracy.

.inot in fact stay for a j

%Y think the members of the House of
_* Representatives and the memboers
"+ the Church committeein the Senate:
iare very well aware of.the problem, .
Sand I can't see any yeason why it
.? cannot be done without teiribly dis-

. ! tasteful evidence being trotted outin

" public. I just don’t think that’s neces-,

of
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«’ Q:.You

e

were the égttomey for

; James Earl Ray. Do you-feel that”

. there is evidence that could clear him

. { or alternatively to prove that-he was
'; not theJone assassin? - -%

= s e TS LT
¢ Az Itis iy own perso
I think that

‘<the question would be resolved-if
*; James Earl Ray were given a trial. I
- think most of us in the United States, ™
"_lmost of the public certainly, and als . . ”
__most all of Washington that I know .. DT TR DA O R IR LS

. were simply amazed when a guilty-~
- .plea was extracted from him and he
* 'went off to serve a 99-year term with-.

tout a trial. It came as a great shock

. to most people and I think most-peos .
‘:ple were rather disappointed in uf:l

" erime of this magnitude a man wo

ury trial.' I

. Assassinations, what do you rthink it

has been able to accomplislit Vhy
.wasitformed? qasro & g0 T

* e, *a " Lo e ¥ ‘:"'_-:s-_.‘ >

® woe . » h

- As Itwas formaed for two basic rea-
", sons. One was 1o get the critics of the
“Warren Commission to coordinate
tbeir efforts. The basic aims of the
group were 1o gather information to

ie.;.w keep the subject of John Kenncdy's
TR S mssassination alive until we could

counvirce the Congressto reopen their
- 6wn investigation. Fortunately, J
*think we've been very successfull
~The subject has.been kept alive. As

. ‘ﬁ”jfthe climate in_the country changed,
nal belief that © the ¢limate in Congress changed, we

. were ablé, with, the help of a2 Jot of
.“‘other people, to persuade them go in
-Zwith a fuil-fledged investigation. We
‘’intend to turp-over &l of our investi-
gation to thern- dnd to give any other,
assistam:_e. JRRR SIS TR YR s
» . h - \‘ :

. - Qs There’s been an eternal fascina-

. tion with Johp F. Kermedy's rpurder.
Do you think when or if the House
. fnvestigation reaches Its conclusios
‘that will Jay to rest {finally the specu-
- lation? "

. C AT AR
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“z.- Az ¥ believe that if this Hons'(:_-cmr':-
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will take somewhat. more time, but}"
F with the caliber of people that have §

* : spentsixyears trying to achieve this. . - ¢ tinues t ; e

-+ I must confess.I glas msuccesshul, .- lpitee continues to get the support ¥
7 but it is very possible that this ioves- :. - mont} s .
- igation of the House of Representa-": the Iast mionths of this Congress, tha!

» - the next Congress that they have in

.., unabletodointhe courts. “........;
e iir 2
VY hounded Martin Luther King and

r s2id that she would prefer the whole)

T L e, gE Ty e B e 1. %
1% "At Lhave seen no eviderce to that
., effect and I have séen in both the
1~ Joha F. Kennedy cau:;e and ﬂ;le Ma.rtgne -
. Luther King case that éne has to be". ¢ : >
_careful to distinguish.betwsen the T'think that as a practical matter tha
. crime and the investigation. I think
" ™in the Martin Luther.King case that .

sq.'_nething‘more fhan meets tl_';e.cy.e‘

. :} tives'would achieve in a lot shorter :
i period than six years what we were::

\ Q: ThuFBI is now knam::'fo‘-'h-éve .

by

i there bas been speculation that the,

2

+ Dr. King may not have made what |
+‘we would ‘consider their best effort to.

: * investigate-it. But we have made a

) v =l Bl et W Sy 2 4 WY T
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they will investigate this killing thor-
‘oughly.-I think they will cull out the
feads, I think they will look at all the

% = evidence, and if after that Jength of
-« #ime and that lehgth of investigating,
:they conclude that the Warrea Com-

.mission was correct, I certainly thin.

{FBI may have some way been involu-3* that 59.9 percent of the people will be

.1-ed in his death.’ Do you subscribe 10,
i+t this possibility? 77350 LT 2
deaths shouldn’t be opzned. How do |- | .

satisBed. L must say.that in all hones
+ty, Lknow of a few people who ars

“theory. And these theories are inter-

*fally inconsistent if nothing else, Bu:

"if a congressional commumittee, and i
not this one, maybe the Senat:
commumittee or maybe both of thenr

" «.the FBI because of its animosity for.. .will attack the job they are suppose

- to do, Ithink that most of the doubls
ifpotall o{ them, will be Jaid to rest.
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pever going to be satisfied, atJeas' -

. poziyou can never satisfy all of them be

. tause they each have a particula:



