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Dear Mr. Director: . .

Chairman Stokes asked me to respond to your letter of
1978 in reference to materials furnished to the

I, too, share your concern that ﬁaterials that are of a

fsensitive character not enter the public domain.

| My letter to Mr. Weisberg, of course, is not sensitive,
‘nor are his two letters to me, both of which he apparently re-
tained copies of.

The other material, a copy of which was attached.to your
letter, constitutes the typewritten notes that one Oliver Patter-
son gave to the Federal Bureau of Investigation while he was
serving as an informant for the Bureau, providing the Bureau
information on J. B. StonepjidEdward Fields, and the National
States Rights Party. I do*not know if Mr. Patterson retained (
copies of the materials he provided tﬁﬁzgugeau. /9%7,
event, 1n the course of this Committee's investi-
possible involvement of Stoner and the National
States Rights Party in the assassination of Dr. King, Oliver
Patterson was identified as a possible witness. He was inter-
viewed by staff investigators and he acknowledged that he had
bgen an informant for the FBI. He also provided to the Com-
mittee a waiver of his confidential relationship with the Bureau.

It was based on this waiver that my letter of January 26, 1978
requested access to Mr. Patterson's informant files, in order
that.the Committee could verify Mr. Patterson's present recol- =%
lecthn of events of a number of years ago. I understood, at

the time, that your release to the Committee of these matérials: _
was done with the understanding that since they stemmed froms ! i
Mr. Patterson, it was contemplated that there was nowobjeetion = -

to Mr. Patijrson having what he had originally given to the
Bureau. P
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Director William H. Webster
December 13, 1978
Page 2

f As you may be aware, this Committee's relationship with
Mr. Patterson parallels that of the Bureau's. To put it mildly,
1it has not been wholely satisfactory. Mr. Patterson provided
{information to the Committee under a promise of confidentiality.
'He was not a Committee informant in the sense that he received
.compensation for the information. Only witness fees were paid
‘to him. Nevertheless, that he was cooperating with the Com-
‘mittee ultimately came to the attention of the Ray family ard
jMarkmLane. Apparently, out of a concern for his personal safety,
"he repudiated his relationship with the Committee and has been
a source of a variety of false charges against staff employees.

I have to assume that the materials in the possession of
%Mr. Weisberg were obtained from Mr. Patterson. If I am correct
iin this assumption, what was seemingly a release of sensitive
{materlals to the public by the Committee can be placed in a
proper context.

I regret that this instance may have caused you any con-
lcern. 1If my understanding of the facts are correct, in fact
fnothlng has gotten into the public domain through Mr. Patterson's
Jactions that he was not capable of releasing independent of the
‘Bureau's or this Committee's actions.

9 You may rest assured that the Committee will in the weeks
tahead continue to afford that material that you have made avail-~
;able to it all measure of confidentiality. As I am sure Danny
‘Coulson and the other men working with the Committee will assure
‘'you, every step is being taken in the development of the final
‘report to see to it that the spirit, as well as the tenets, of
‘ithe Memorandum of Understanding are adhered to.

Sincerely,

&

G. Roberﬁwﬁlakey

Chief Counsel™ and Dlrector

(C I R I T bwg D "o
2 )

GRB :dm

cc: Mr. Robert L. Keuch
Deputy Assistant Attorney General
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(Rev. 6-15-79) D" RTMENT OF JUSTICE
FEDERA  sREAU OF INVESTIGATION
. INT.rereAL ROUTING/ACTION SLIP .
T0| BLDG. | ROOM NAME/TITLE/ORGANIZATION +70] BLDG- | ROOM NAME/TITLE/QRGAR AN
Telelift i Telelift
|_#214 | 7162 | Director . | #245_| 7427 |{Mr. Farrington
__| #235 | 7142 |Associate Director . #245 | 7427 |Miss Ross
#235 7110 lAssistant to the Director - Adm. #9245 7427 | Miss Southers
#235 7110 | Assistant to the Director - Inv. _i@L;F?}@_‘SiViI Litigation Unit
#341 | 11255 |Identification Division #231 3648 | Info & Privacy Acts Litigation Unit
. Quantico Training Division Quantico Legal Instruction Unit
#234 6012 | Administrative Services Division #231 | 3658 | Legal Liaison/Congressional Affairs
#211 5829 | Records Management Division | #231 | 3642 |Legal Research Unit o
__|_#232 | 4026 |Intelligence Division | #314 6995 | Freedom of Information Act (FOIA)
| #233 | 5012 |Criminal Investigative Division__ | | #152 |1B327 | Mail Room _ . s
_.L #241 | 3090 _|Laboratory Division . | #242 | 4437 |Reading Room
| #2138 7159 :Technical Services Division ] #243 5448 | Special Case Review Unit
7‘ T
245 7427 | Legal Counsel Division | #0243 5434 | Special Projects Review Unit
21 #213 7125 | Planning and Inspection Division a e |Mr,
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FEDERAL BUREKTT or INVP‘STIGATION
Records Branch
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O Forward to F‘lle Rev1ew— 447, TL# 143
=7 Attention i N
= Return to ] ot e
Supervisor, Room, TL#, Ext,
Type of Search Requested: (Check One)
[1Restricted Search (Active Index)

Unrestricted (Active & Inactive Index)
(1Unrestricted (5 & 30)
Sp%gunstructions: (Check One)
All References (Subversive & Nonsubversive)
[1Subversive Search
[INonsubversive Search
(CMain . __ References Only
ietExact Name Only On the Nose)

[T Buildup [ Variations
1 Restrlctefi to Locahty of

Subject el e
Birthdate &/I—-}a ,9/ ,
Address ¢ Lnn L, LT

Localities ]

[ Searcher )
R# Date Qlf—l“/ Initials ‘l@ e/
Prod.
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NUMEROUS REFERENCE

___SEARCH SLIP
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