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Cuban—-American

In Book V of the final report of the Senate Select S

Committee to Study Governmental Operations on the performance'

of the intelligence agencies in'the invéstigation of the
assassinat;on, .ﬁhe FBI and CIA are critiéized for theirx
appafent Eaiiuré to fuliy pﬁrsuéwléads sufrounding the
assassiﬁation of Presideht Kennedy and then to fﬁlly report
to the Warren Commission the results of the iﬁvestigations
they did undertake. One such lead concérnea the travel

from Texas to Mexico City of ap*ﬁﬁ%&entiég;; Cuban-

Amarican on November 23, 1963, and then his flight to Havana on

e

Wovember 27. 1/ The lecad was made more "interesting” by

the fact that the Cuban~American reportedly attended a
meeting of the Tampa chapter of the Fair Play for Cuba
Committee on Novembar 17, 1%63. 2/ TheiHouse Select
Commlittee on Assassinatioﬁs examined'phe documants conheqted‘
to that iead to determiné: (a)'whéthér>the facts which wére
knowh $y £hé‘FBI,andnéiA aﬁogtiéhat iﬂaividﬁél wérran£ea B
furthe%vinyestigaﬁioﬁ éﬁa“what iﬁ;e§Eigatioh:QaSjunderfaken{:¢ 

(b} whether any of thathinformation was reported to the Warren -

Commission; and (c) whether the‘knownffacts suggest any . > BRIt

involvement in the assassination of President Kennedy.

[g0- 1041 -10499
ot a7
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A chronology of the activities

on this lead amplifies & information which was in the

possessi the two agencies.

CIA Investigation

The first lnformatlon on "the travel of the Cuban—

//}/ £ J
Amerlcan appeared,gn’December 1963. At that time the

Mexlco Statlon.of_the CIA sent a classified message{,

to CIA headquarters.that a source ige%tified as LITEMPO/4) had

requested of the Mexico(§§§§(éﬁief of Statioh at 1300 hours

on that date "urgent traces on U.S. citizen-Gilberto P.

Lopez." 3/ The source seid Lopez arrived in Mexico on
Noveﬁber'23 en route to Havana and that Lopez hadA

disappeared with no record of his trip to HaVana; Accerding
~to the niessage, Lopez had a tourlst card carrylng number |
24553, which he obtalned in Tampa on Vovenber 20 1963 and

his passport number was 310162.V The message stated that Lopez

left Mex1co for Havana on November 27 v1a Cubana (Alrllnes)

The cla551f1ed message lls+ea the cryoton'm LIFIRL as theéD*i”%47/;f

source of lnfOrTTplOH on Lopez s travel It 1nd1cated the Mex1cofﬁf

Qiﬂj? Statlon had no traees on h1m 4/

Y it
In another cla551f1ed messaoe(agfea December 3, l9g§)fronx S
P - o

the Mexico (City) Station to CIA headguarters, the station

voported also that the FBI office in Mexico City had been
advised- by Mexican authorities that Lopez entered Mexico on

November 27 at Nuevo Laroedo. 5/
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In another cla551f1ed message @atedwbecember 4,

to the Mex1co é:j§;gtat10n from CIA- headquarters, the Agency _
reoorted that the- State Department check on Lopez had produced.nothln

yet because of the dlfflculty ln trac1ng records u51ng only

a name and passpor number. §/ , rhe message contalned this

paragraph. _ o R h,_ B - - : '
. We assume you. ‘have not told ( [5'004C~J

that Lopez flew to Cuba on 27 November

because you do not want to blow the

LIFIRE operation. This problem is up

to you. 7/ i S ’

- The LIFIRE operation referred to in the cla551fﬁe /essage
dzn/? a 4?77041/

to the Mexico Station 1nwperatlon between thej‘:: -

CIA and Mexican federal officials who part1c1pated in.a

plan of photographlngfp;;;e::;;;“of fllghts departlng for Havana.

it ST

and obtalnlng the passenqer llStS of the Cubana fllgh‘§2:j5

s
3
Y

s
hex1can off1c1als also had thelr own program to photograph the~&\\

.J.

passoorts of the passenqers arr1v1ng from Havana..§/-:,7 ' ‘»;Hfjfgﬁ-

"~ On Deoember"s 1963 the Mex1co Clty Statlon reoorted :
- om/v7 )g*“

crossed the Nex1can border at Laredo, Texas on November 23

1963 and reglstered in the Roosevelt Hotel in Mexrco City on
. %e /.,d/-’bzbf},.,;f Sowt <&
Novemoer 25 at 1600 hours 1n Room.203 9/ ~LITEHRO-also

reported that Lopez departed on a Cubana flight‘on
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~

Novenber 27 for Havana. That classified message stated
'/Xﬂ.(/a,/tcc. ef" . /
addltlonally that had ,a good photograph of

‘Lopez. 10/
The-photograph of Lopez contained in'hie CIA 201 file '\g,'
has "27 November 1963" stamped on the back. In the photograph

Lopez is shown wearlng ‘dark glasses and the background in

the photograoh is dark and 1ndlst1ngulshable.

2 7{//0'&,'»»7‘ g _ ‘
In a dlspatch(ﬁated —Deécenber 5, 1963)from the Chief of .

Station in Mexico ggggfto headquarters, COpieS of the

‘photograph of Lopez were attached and the dlspatch stated

vlren: i — W N
.that-the photograph was taken @Ehthe nlght of November D

L TaE e ——

e
1963 at the Mexico City airport by bex1can authorltles asAJ/

v,

“Lopez was boaralﬂg a Cubana fllghﬂy, 1/ The dlspatch gave

- the . prev1ously reported 1nformatlon of the numbers of LOpez s
passport and tourlst card and his entry

into and departure from Mexico. The dlspatch contalned the

additional information that Lopez was the only

: passencer on Cubana- rllght #465 on Vovemoer 27 - 1963 to davaﬂa:V;'J
‘the fllght contalned a crew of nlne Cubans.. It sald he used

a u. S.rpassport and a Cuban courtesyAVLSa..l2/ The dwspatch f?fff~
had the followrng message- "Source states the tlmlﬂg ‘and

' c1rcumstances surroundlng subjec 's. travel thrOugn‘MQXlCO and
departure for Havana areisuep1c1ous." 13/ The dispatch

said also that the source “urqently" requested all available

data on the individual.
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P A ¥ | .
Also on (Decmeber 5, 1963 CIA headquarters cabled the

ex1cokfitz/8tatlon and 1dent1fled tnls Cuban—Amerlcan as

Gilberto Pollcarpo Lopez, who was born on Jaquary 26 1940. 14/

aYea.,

It stated also that-LOpez was not 1cent1cal w1th a Gllberto
Lopez who had been identified as active in pro Castro groups in. i'f

Los Angeles- E‘/ V. | CI/7 A/z/fv?w%/ff“” "“‘""“/

(op March‘éij>l964 €he Monterrey Station sé5£§“ : )
_’(
classified message(to headqua?ter§>that Enrlque Ruiz MontaiSég;)

an agent of the Mexican Federal Judlclal Pollce, had‘jzébézc/’

i(éézorned the—E:EE;hat one of Ruiz' s contacts reported

in late February, 1964 that an Amerlcan citizen named Gilberto
Lopes was involved in the Kennedy assassination. 16/ The message

said Ruiz's contact reoorted that Looes entered Mexico on

foot from Laredo, Texas about 1200 nours on November.l3 carrying U.s.

pessport #319962, wnlch was issued July 13, 1960 17/ Accordlng
to.the dispatch,}the contact related also thet Lopes proceeded by
bus to Mexicoﬁcity‘"where_he entered Cuban enbassy“~ it sald that
Vvhe left the Cuban'Embaesy'on Novemoer 27 and was “the onlj
passenger for Cuba on fllght:”465-A18/ &' sald the contact
reported that Looes wasvlesueo Mexlcan trevel rorm B #24553
Nuevo'Laredo 19/ Accordlng to the dlsoatch ‘Ruiz reported
‘that he coulo not verlfy the contact’ s 1nformatron,d"
but thought 1t‘m1ght be of interest to the United States

government. 20/
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The cable stated also that baCkJround information

concerning the(MOﬁterrey base S contact, tagkﬁﬁIZ%was

.. Spammres .
contained in aAdlspatch dated March 18 which was being pouched

to headquarters(on March 202 21/ °

The pt €XT 77 ' : B
Athe Depf{?y Chief of the Mexico Station o

cabled a cla551f1ed message to headquarters in which 1t was

stated that the 1nformatlon contalnediulthe earller dlspatch

SAe S haspon Ty '
- which discussed Rulz’s contd "jlbes fully with ‘that prov1aed

[[Sovace ]

station by early December 1963. " 22/

A 201 flle ‘was opened on Gllberto Pollcarpo Lopez by
Agency headcuarters on December 16, 1963. 23/ At that time his
records indicated that no earller 201 flle had existed. The

file contains a “Revlew of 201 file on U.S. Citizen" by
s _ T

an operations officer for the LAM/FI component

of tﬁe,Agency. gﬁ/-_ln that review tﬁelfile Wasiclassified
as a "counterintelligence case (i.e., ineolvingia toreign intelli-
. gence or securlty serv1ce) " 25/ lhe date of entry of that

- category in Agency records is 1nd1cated as January 22 1%ij)1n

“FBI Iﬁvestigation
In‘azrepbrt‘dated August 26, 1964, the FBI documented

the results of its investigation on Gilberto Policarpo Lopez
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which héd been carried oot_in Key West, Florida. The reﬁort'
stated that Lopez's coun51n, Guillermo Serpa Rodrlguez, told the:

" FBI that Lopez came to the United Stated for the flrSt tlme some\~
time after Castro_flrst came to power. 27/ He'stayed approx1mately.
one year and then returned to Cuba. 28/ Rodrlguez stated that
.Looe; returned to Cuba because ﬁedwas home51ck ‘and missed
his family; he had parents and four brothers who still resided
in Cuba. - 29/ | -

- Rodriguez stated also that Lopez s brother Sellto was

a member of the Cuban militia at that tlme. 30/ Another
brother, Reimundo Policarpo.Lopez, had reportedly been
sent to the Soviet Union.to study by the Cuban government,
according to Rodriguez; 31/ | . | ’

| Rodriguezdtold the FBI that Lopezureturhed to theeUnited»
j_States in i960_oﬁ‘196l because he was afraidihe would ke drafted
into the Cuban militia if he remained in Cube; 32/ |

._dThe FBI learned“that Lopez'merried anvAmerican'woman in Key.
Westdiﬁ Aﬁgust,ﬁlééztedd/j Accordiﬁgﬂto_Lopez;s_wife, he worked N
for a- tlne w1th the Pep51 Cola Co, iﬁii962'aﬁd,eththe Mollna |

-

anc

lurgla Bakery in Key West which was owned by cousins. 34/
She said that he also worked for a COHStruCLlOH comoany lnvlr-fddnﬂ;

Tampa 1n:June, 1963f'§_/
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Lopez's wife told the FBI that Lopez began‘suffefing-frem

recurrent attacks of epilepsy and had to be confined at Jackson'.

 State Hospita1>inMKey«wQst in early 1963. 36/ Sshe stated that’

A
" he was treated by doctors from Coral Gables and Key West for theff

‘epllepsy 37/ She stated that .she Old not belleve he had a

history of epilepsy before comlng to the Unlted States. 38/

She believed his convulsions were brought,on by nervous tenslon'_'

and worry over his family ih Cuba and may have been a reason
~for his return to Cuba in 1963. 39/
The wife said that in epproximately‘November, 1963,

she received a letter from Lopez saying hejhad returned to

Cuba. 40/ The wife stated that she was surprised he had returned

but that he had mentioned he was going back to Cuba when-he
left for Tampa in Novemher, 1963. 41/ The wlfe gave her oplnlon
that he returhed because of. hlS close relatlonshlp ‘with hl
parents. 32_/ The wife stated that she recelved another letter,‘
from him later from Cuba. 43/ Accordlng to the letter, he was
working_as an elevater‘ehetator in Havana._4d/ In that letteri
Lopez said he had'reeeiGed sdme klnd of flnanc1al a551stancetifﬁ

for the trip from an-organizetlon in Tampa. 45/ Accordlng to the

wife, L0pez dld not have sutf1c1ent porsonal Iunds to pay the_,t“if'V”

.erpenses to Mexico and Cuba 46/ Sho.sald that he had ‘never had ;“U

contact w1th Cuban reFugee organlzatlon¢ to her knowledge. 47/
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Rodrlguez told the FBI that Lopez lert Key West
in late 1963 to go to Tampa with the hope of bELHg able
to return to Cuba. 48/ Rodrlguez sald he belleved Lopez wanted -
‘to return to Cuba because he was afrald of belng drafted into - \#
the U.S. mllltary. 49/ Rodrlguez sald Lopez was not 1nvolved
in. any pro Castro act1v1ty whlle*11v1ng 1n Key West, but that
Lopez was: "deflnltely" pro Castro. 50/ Rodrlguez recounted that o
in one 1nstance he and Lopez actually had a flst flght over

Lopez's pro Castro sympathles. 51/

In a report 1n March lQ@X /the FBI reported that LOpez

hau attended a meetthg of the Tampa Fair Play for Cuba Comrlttee
~ on November 20 122% 52/ The report also stateo that at a
4 meetlng of the group on November 17 l963 Lopez stated tnat he
had been refused travel back to ‘Cuba. He Sald at that tlme
that he was waltlng for a phone call from Cuba to get word on
his departure to Cuba 53/

According to that reoort in March 1964 a member or the( -

Tampa FPCC stated that she called a frlend ln Cuba on December 8;

196J and was tola that

Op . had‘ arrl"ed Safely ‘ 54/ The mempber ...

hao attempted to locate Looez 1n Cuba through frlends there,becauee?;

Lopez nad not oellvered glfts to persons in Cuba from people

in Florlda as he had promlsed to do. 55/ Tne menber stated
also that the Tampa chapter of the FPCC had given Lopez.»
approximately $190 for the réturn trip to Cuba. 56/  The mamber

s2id that Lopez had gone to Cuba by way of Mexico because he did

het have a passport. 57/
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The Marcﬁ 1964 FBI report listed Lopez's passport as
#310162; which had been issued in January, 1960, and hlS
Mexican tourist card as VM8—24553, issued November 20, 1963
in Taﬁpa. 58/ It stated rhat Lopez entered.Mexico by prlvatei
auto at Nuevo Lareao‘on November 23, 1963 and departedrfor
Havana on November 27 as the only passenger on a Cubana fllght
carrying a Cuban courtesy visa. 59/

Accordlng to the FBI file, Lopez s mother, Esperanza'
Roériguez, was born in Key West, Florida. gg/ The flle_;

listed three cousins and four uncles who resided and worked in

‘the Key West area with their families. 61/
Lopez‘e FBI file contains a memo from the Tampa office
dated October 26, 1964 which states: -
It is felt that information developed
regarding the subject is not sufficient
- to merit consideration for the Security
.Index 62/
The only 1nformatlon transnltted by the FBI to the Warren

ComnlsSLOn on Lopez concerned a check at the - Passport Offlce- 63/'f'

Tne 1nformatlon the Bureau dld send to the Comm1551onaibout cne

Tampa chapter of the FPCC did not 1nclude any 1nformatlon on T
Lopez sract1v1t1es 64/ The CIA apparently dld not orov1de R
any information on'Lopez to the Warren Commission. As p01nted '

out in the Senate report, this omission is made more egregious
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by the fact that sources had reported within a few days of
Lopez's departure for Havana and o the assaseinationvtbat'the_
circumstances surrounding his travelVSeemed "suspicious"paﬁd
that in Merch, 1964, while‘the Warren CommisSion was'ﬁelirv
underway into its work into the'inyestigation of the |

_ assassination, Lopez had reportedly been inVolved in the_pﬂ:

Keonédy assassi—n‘aticO;:' T.ﬂ,/(,g t(LQ__.Wo/L(

In the 1977 fepext~eé~thc—$ﬁspeeter—eeeera&—eékéﬁmr

Xy the Agency attempted to refute several 1naccurac1es
in the Senate report regarding the reporting on Lopez s

-travel. That is apparently the only follow—up by the

Agency on the lead after the Senate report appeared
T E 12 57

~“In-the f] rsi Eﬂj’a&p, —Fhe

corrected the'statementvin the Senate report that sources}
reported'that'Lopez_appeared "suspicious™ when he was‘
: | T+
surveilled in Mexico. 65/ The Iﬂﬁrepeft explalned that fhe
én”/bly
'11ternal CIA document of Decembexr 1963 which characterlzed
the man as susplclous was nerely ‘cryptic and impressiohistic

rather: than constltutlng‘a tanglble:ﬁasis for'dramaticf*fA-

aCLlVlty or flnal conclu31ons. 'Eé/ gi ' r mff?“ﬂp ;Q?jtfsﬁ_gﬂjvaﬁa’
. B :3 T - DR # .",_': '\. —‘_ﬂ -
: The report. stated addltlonally that the March 4 LA

M .
1964 cable from the Monterrengfgé;wnlch recounted the

s e i """\-"N-)m_. ——

1nrormatlon on Lopez(from thewcontaCt of the Mexican pollceﬁfjp o

and claimed Lopez was 1nvolved in the assassination was.
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incorrect on several points: Lopez's name was miespelled
"Lopes"; it4stated that Lopez entered Mexico on foot when

the CiA repeated the FBI's conclusion that he hadvtraveled

by auto; it gave incorrect digits in Lopeé's passportl |
number; it stated that the Mexioan"tourist ﬁiSa was issued

in Nhevo Laredo and not Tampa; and it repotted that he

'stayed at the Cuban Embassy 67/ Based on these 1naccurao1es,
the ;netméz;iig;ﬂeral concluded that "the source patently

was extensively mlSlnformed 68/ Based on that observatlon,
: f7¢JﬁL B
the ¥aspector—€ercral completely dlscounted the cable

by the Deputy Chlef of Station in Mex1co(cltyj march 20,

e
-

. <7
‘iiég that the Mexican police sonrce ;nformatlon "jibed"

with what had earlier heen reported by the CIA's source. 69/
‘ Presumably the dlscreoanc1es -pointed out by the
O TER
éeeeaetor~ecnefal are meant. to explaln the fact that the -
.CIA dld not take more aggre551ve 1nvest1gat1ve steps to
ascertaln whether there mlght have been somefgogpectlon
betveen Lopez and the assa551natlon Th that regard the

1977 Leepee*or~eeae@ei reoort explalns that the Agency T

had no other means of 1nvest1gat1ng Lopez at hlS dlsoosal
‘and had carrled the lead ae far as ‘it was able by
questlonlng a Cuban defector_about Lopez. Whlle the fact

of the CIA's lack of access to further information about

RV
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‘Lopez may well be.the case, that fact does not explain either
the failure of the CIA to take more seriously the susp1c1ons
Aof the sources, or most importantly, to report whatever
information it had to the Warren CommlsSLOn- In that

regard, the attempts,af'tne }eepeeeef—eenerar”to denlgrate

the. value of the' information prov1ded on Lopez ‘do not.
E&%ﬂ/%ﬂ/ 742,7 ' 7g
.~d&m&n&sh the apparent negligenee of the Agency-e& serlously
pursuf€es the information_as it was recelved-' The Agency is
not to be faulted for the strength of its intelligence:
gathering, but rather for the juagment which kept that
‘intelligence from.the»governmental body, the WerrenA
Commission, which wae mandated to pass on the strength of
exactly that klnd of 1nformatlon.

From the information collected by the FBI, there

‘?/ op, 50 Sl

appear to be wext exotadered reacons both for Lopez s

desire to return +o Cuba and hls SOllCltatlon of the help of a
-local FPCC chapter for that travel.» HlS contacts 1n Florlda |
:Vappear on thelr face to be 1nnocent ené—ﬂcnporrtrea; and not,

- in any way conﬂected w1th the assa551natlon.‘ Desplte the

'ecggestlon by the Se{ate re?ort of eusplcion 11 the fact
that Oswald "may ‘have been 1n touch w1th that SamerF?CC

4%%%/“34 Lonel

chapter, no ev1dence‘ae@ea;s to suggest that. Osweld Qas‘

actually in touch with the Tampa FPCC, or that Lopez was

" connected in any way with Oswald ox pallas.
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Despite what 1is now known.about LOpee, the Warren
Commission may well have waﬁted'to lay to rest
susp1c1ons‘wh1ch would remain about Lopez, and satlsfy ) '-=w- 
itself that these circumstances in no way indicate forelgn
1nvolVement in the assassination.. The CIA has contrlbqtedﬂ
tOnthose_suspicionsvby not airing.tﬁe matter and explaining
circumstances which could shed light on otherwise:sinister
appearing events o

The Committee has documented 1nstances where the CIA
dec1ded to forego passing information to the Warren Comm1551on
out of a desire to not 1ay bare extremely sen51t1ve sources
and methods of intelligence. The LIFIRE'Operation>
certalnly falls within that category and as soon as the CIA
began rece1v1ng 1nformatlon that LIFIRE was the source of
the information about Lopez ‘s travel, the cables and
messages reflected the desire to not reveal that method.

It also seems plau51ble that the FBI 11kew1se chose not to
;olvulge what it had learned about Lopez because 1n 601ng

- s0, it woula ‘have had to reveal tho sen51t1ve CIA ooeratlon R

' which generated the initlal 1nformatlon on LOpez s travel to Cuba -

.on No&ember 27.
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