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Elena Garro de Panwas born of Spanish parents in o

JRUTFEIN . f w dien €U
E’A”'.'\.ﬁ’ g‘: P: k. V\D:'f‘ w‘rPr( fart./ b‘,

Puebla, Mexico on December 11, 1917. "HMs. Gaird éttended eharles
the Natlonal Autonomous University of Mexico and later “W‘S1
did graduate'werk at Berkley in California and at the
University of Paris. In 1963, Elena had long been married
to Octavio Paz;ba-career diplomatbwho is also one of
Mexico's finest poets and leading intellectuals. When
Octavié was named Mexican Ambassador to India, the couple
separated by mutual consent. Elena's daughter, also
named Elena, has always resided with her mother.

Since Elena spent seventeen years of her early
life in Europe she had a rather un-Mexican objectivity
about her‘native land and had a rebutation‘for being one
if its more articulate detractofs. At the same time,AElena
was considered emotionally cemmitted‘to many aspects of
Mexican life and made an important contribution to its
artistic development.

In the 1960's Elena became a significant writer.

Hogar Solido, El" Rey Mago, La‘Seﬁar&'en‘su'Balcon, Ventura

" Allende, Andaise por‘laS'Ramas,'Parada'Empresa, and El Viaje

are plays that have had appreciatlve audlences in Europe,
where they were translated into German, as well as in Mexico.
Ms. Garro's short stories are collected in a volume called

La Semana de Colores. The Literacy Supplement of the ILondon

Times has called her novel"Los'RecuerdO"de‘Porvenlr, "a
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splendid success,f_¢Critics have said of her: "For
Elena Garro, there is no frontier between reality and
fantasy; in any case, the latter is a second reality—-‘
perhaps more intense-- to which one may penetrate without
passport or forewarning, thanks to the effectiveness of‘
a literafure éireg with passion, flavor and life."l:Many

people who knew Elena have asserted that the frontier

between reality and fantasy is also difficult for her to
. . . ;l{uw 6‘"0 !c &1
distinguish in real life. [Bisgraphy Dote Feron prcpaced by Charles Themas |

Ms. Garro, for many years, was an active worker in

» e
the Confederacion Nacional Campeésina (CNC), the agrarian

arm of the Partido Reformista (PRI). Because Ms. Garro

was a tireless propagandist and agitator on behalf of the
poorer Mexican éeasants, she was on close personal terms
with and enjoyed the respéct of peasant leaders. from all
over the country. ( At

Elena was cbnsidered a witty, urbane and opinionaﬁed
woman with an unflagging sense of humor. Her forth;ight
opinions and sharp wit tended dn occasion to ruffle feathers
in Mexico, but hér important social, literacy, and political
connections rendered her fairly immune from serious counter-
attack until 1968. Then, Ms. Garro wés forced to flee the

country with her daughter, Elenita ‘and her sister, Deba

" Guerrero de Galvan, in the midst of the student strikes.

m Hovse Seleet Comnmitice on A.LSASS;'\"-";.“Q has beea vmable 4

cein Mex .
determine 4he evact reasen HeyGarrs had La lee p) eriee

Ly
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Before her disappearance from Mexico, Elena was

well disposed toward the United States and had been

friendly with Embassy officers.

Her broad range ofAsignifi-

cant personal friends, the views of many important to the

American Embaésy, made her a useful Embassy EiEEEE;> Through-

Y

Embassy's Youth Program.

out the early 1960's she was carried as a target in the

Americaq Embassy employees dealing with Elena

believed that despite her access to the urderground happenings

in Mexico,

while She reperted «Fre.(vf...-f(

to romantlclze developments iﬁ—fepefttng-eﬁ~ﬁhem-made it

edaly ate Wee odeecatl cradib: l-{»:

difficult at_:;mes—te—&etermtne—what—degree—of—efedence

tendency

ace S

-y L Pavs

cramsevd acquie

[ A I‘\)Sc—p\ll G LI.JSIL"‘_—-O"sc'*’

ra

3o Yo £ Py
te HJ_Q\.—C -onwhet ul.l.gnt L.Lu..gj pe—useful—and-conerete—information.

v s o Pecsen deemed -,M_‘ur‘h-.\* bre-emadg

enovql lrj—-"r“’"‘“‘ S

either u-‘H"“} ofr uvwuiddia zl

7

gbficials 4o merit fea ?Utﬂ"' c:n«fuzt
& AL fovmecican ¢mmbecssy oz"&c:s{s_l




Oc.—habcr l%“} CIA ‘ HEHO Foﬂ THE /Ze¢oga :

oM. olafed A Mﬁ_ N = A ‘I _~

-‘V'ﬁff A_aa__ﬂq/\m_--ab__,_-/oazm Mt ol Arin _ ,Ct«\a e Bt OQolo. .

44-43‘/'"’3’ . M@m%v

).‘MM Mpp‘.( "M.o. -_bd»vf

w x1a¥l., p.87, CLA __.

. The
perhaps because it is thirg hand, differs from the

previous story in two areas.

story,

~The party was at the Cuban

Embassy not at Ruben Duran! sg Elena talked to a Cuban

-Embassy OfflClal not one of her cousins about the three

Americans. . . . , 4

C :”\4. WM‘M@ MWM___% i, 2P V- AP %.._ﬁ«@«mm._
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..Elena was. questioned regarding the- ldentity of other'
persons attending ‘the party at the Ruben Duran home who
might have been in a position to observe the three Americans.
Elena staﬁed that in thevcourse of the party her daughter
met a,?ﬁﬁ?@ magn named "Alejendr0“<at‘the party and danced

Cobidp-37
with him. He was, apparently quite smitten with the

daughter and t:%ed to’ call her on several occasions after
bdP3
the party$~ The daughter did not take the calls and as

a result "Alejandro" wrote several letters to the daughter.

Ms. Garro exhibited two of the letters, as well as a

business card which identified the young man as Ario Alejandro

Lavagnini Stenius. (mxnyz)

e s ety <,




The letter whlch Ms. Garro sald was the first
'wrltten by the young man to her daughter bore the date
September 1, 1963 and the Mexico City Post Office postmark
September 2, 1963. When Ms, Garro was told this she -

commented that §ro§abl§>the Communists ha&é fac111ties
for fa151fy1ng pPostcards. (IBID)

To nvestigate Ms. Garro's Story, the Federal

Bureau interviewed Ario Alejandro Lavagnini Stenius on

November 27, 1964, (IBID?) Lavagnlni recalled that there
wWere approximately thirty people at the Ruban Duranparty,
few of whom he knew. He recalled having met a Mexican girl
who  had recently returned from living in France. He was \
unable to fix the date of the party, but felt it was
probably early in September because of g heavy rain which

occurred as they were leaving the party about 2:00 a.m.

(IBID. pP. 4)

L q
ﬁavagninl noted no Americans Present at this party.

He was famillar with the appearance of Lee Harvey Oswald
because of publicity following the assassination of President

Kennedy but otherwrse had no knowledge of him ang had never

seen hlm except for news pPhotographs f01IOWiﬁ33£EEI§§§PSE}na"

o o 1L Tt asto s L

There 1s no lndicatlon on the document that this

lnformatlon was given to the Central Intelligence Agency' s

Mex100 City station.




prm—

e

i i
T Chacks Thent s

First Mcehing Weth eclewsr ¢ arno CLHeed ¢€€  ppcoer

OSe/A tD T s. DE'SCISJE'L

On 12/10/65 Charles Thomas, a political'officer'

at the American Embassy, wrote a memorandum about a

conversation with>Elena Garro de Paz., (cCIA #586-587,

WX=7241 Entry No. 425, p. 91, c1a yo. 718.) The meeting

with Elena had been about other matters but she

mentioned

knowing Oswald.’ Thomas noted that she was reluctant to

talk but did. C/bd)

Elena's story Teported here is the same,

but with
dot ed nlfl(.fl

Tore details, as that given invghe[ %emq. She
Fese Ieswos o ’(‘a Eeiee . rnm sy

said that General Clark Flores, silvia Duran, Eusebio

Consul 1 MeBito Cobq) o0 Comotenist woibur fetemd of the
{ {obanm . (o pree

D. Couof § ‘ !

Azcue, Emilio Carballido, ang a Latin American Negro man

Cun N.‘f'd”':; ‘B

with red hair.were at the party. a marginal comment by this

entry. in WX-724l«says; "How did Elena know about a red-haireg

Negro?" Elena also told Thomas that she had later learned

that Silvia Duran had.been~"Oswald's mistreés while he

was there." (a note by this entry in wx-7241 says "How

did Elena Garro know about éil

oy o . oo :
Oswald?? This ig 1965.) Jhe Wevecs CE Stetens

oy

Lvia being the mistress of
Al ~.“~£L_.m.u“ ,_H

.. Pheo o M ,Dm"%._.,‘u.ac..l. 347 19¢7  prhee [ - .-‘-'/{'

L v v"{%;—4~¥~¥~: v
Elena tolﬁ-Thomas that she and her daughter_had’

. 2«5 .
gone to the Cuban Embassy @n November 19634 OCowamimdtdo

onnd ‘ w ins" : er insults at . - o
thegartes—tirey Sho‘ff.ted 25oasins® and other Uo.uzs, .41, cih No.mE ] o

‘[erA F <3-587, W XT2dl, Entey

the Embaésy employees, T this—ir

t a
du.]

friend, Manuel Calvillo, an official in the Gobernacion,

took her and her daughter to a small hotel in the center




of

bD | - '
Mexmco Cltyf' They were kept there for elgh; days !
bid

under the pretext that they were in danger. Elena

claimed to have told Calvillo that she wanted to tell

Cibid

her story to the American Embassy. Calvillo dlssuaded

her by telling her that the American Embassy was full

of

Communist spies. Elena said that some of the other

people who. had. been at the party were taken to Veracruz

%:d; ’

i.Where they were "protected" by Governor Lopez Arias, ['3L~ Hheee S

(R A TP W - ‘1‘4—‘1;

She sald that Ruben Duran, reportedly "protected" by

General Clark Flores, was very prosperous and was driving

a blg car. ‘['C/A 2 eoq. 87, Ua-‘lt'&l, l:u‘ff)ﬂ\" '(lf £ 94, C'A"" 7’37

A @ 615’ c‘_lg_L_aS‘ Fosi: Drran Potd _her me nﬂ.s o Fdce

he @ S S8 S5 netionm s-ﬁ"lgu.,n ‘.‘T

4 ll:a-, Kc-uncly hed

%-.-‘-’ kg wc: '.;;.-P rnslly @ (‘.mm._,u.d -wd ot

s e ..-._..___b csf’_ex._____s: M\f kf

S . U « N *LLM—M&_M# Aoz,

he Cos wrote a note on the menio which says:

an imagination she has!?! Should we send to Headquarters?"

The Officer replied, "Suggest'sending., There have been

stories around town about all this, ang Thomas is not

only person she has talked to...If memory serves me, didn't

[LICOOKIE]refer to Oswald and the 1ocal leftlsts and Cubans

in one of her squibs?" (CIA No. 588, note from S@}to Cos.)

|

wo "lv'«x” i




to William P. Rogers, July 25, 1969, JFK Doc. #

ﬁo:y;WOuld be;checked wiﬁq against the pro-

duction from[ipe Cuban surveillance operatieﬁ]"and other

L’ud\)“""
sources.™: (IBID )  Scott wrote, next to the routlng

indications on the cable, "Please ask Charles Thomas &fHéﬁyy

if he'll'"follow—up".‘ Get questions from Anne G. Please
let's dlscuss. Thanks.

After the December 10 memorandumﬂ%onversatlons
Winston Scott (Chief/Station) and Nathan Ferris (Legal
Attache) called €. Thomas for a meetlng. They asked him
to get a more detailed replay of Ms. Garro's story At
this meeting Winston Scott made it clear that the FBI
had £full responsibility for any further investigation in

the Oswald case. (State Dept:‘letter'from Charles Thomas

' '”.‘,_"I‘he cable‘sai-d'o that Elena's




. C harles . 'rl\ou.‘s-‘ M((""*I W e‘!el\i# G AERR o
| oN D_..e._,c_,f:ﬂ Gek 25 |9

4

Thomas met with'Elena'again on»Decémberwés, 1965,

The same date he wrote a memorandum of conversation which
provided a much more detailed ah@iubﬂﬂ!gsa.restatement of
Ms. Garro's alléged‘encounter with Lee Harvey Oswald and
subsequent developments. (CIA Nos. 580-~583; wx47241, Entry
#427, p. 92, CIA #719) |

Elena admitted.that she had spoken to two men aifydﬁb
the Embassy "(presumably from the Legal Attache's Office) ." (/bid -
The mecking occvrred on NoV.2y4,19¢¢) '

€l She said that she did not tell them the«ggggg'story

because "the Embassy officers did not give much credence
) - W

+eo Aw\l‘f{s;AT She awnn d Clenita Sard, Cidb Cra Mes, 580—583) Wi~
T2, Entry F 27, £.92 oia% qu4)

|

visited Mexico; she thought that this would put the party

. (,l,‘,«‘
around September 2 or 3, 1963.  Sshe believed that the party




During the conversatlon Elena descrlbed Oswald

) .169D)
and his companions. The man who she thought was Oswald
150)
wore a black sweater. She said he was quiet "and stared a
/0“9

lot at the floor." One of his companions "was very tall

and slender and'had long blond hair which hung across his
foreheads He had a gaunt face and a rather long protruding
chin.f' %he other companion was also tall, with short, ‘

light brown hair and no FExiis distinguishing characteristics.(ibd)
The three Americans did not dance or mix with the other
‘guestst’glena saw the same three men on the street the

next day. (IBID ) | |

| "Elena was certain that Eusebio Azcue, Horacio Duran,

SllVla Duran, Lydia Duran, Deba Guerrero, General Clark

Flores and his mistress, a doctor from Dalinde Hospital,

Rt St
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a4 young American couple who were honeymooning in Mexico,
and severa% other people werg at the partyf'uéhe said '
that Ricardo Guerra, whom she claims‘converted Horatio
Duran to Communism, and his wife, Rosario Castellanos,

were supposed to be at the party but did not 522;;;;.

IBID.) atleqed
( e(‘(n‘ Md W“

Zhe red-haired man and Emilio Carballido were not
at the party that Oswald attended but at another party

where Carballido and Azcue got into a heated argument
Cobi
about President Kennedy. "They came to the conclusion

that the only solution was to kill him." (IBID.) Elena

was nbt clear on whether this party was before or after

Hs o Sale et Conm.+Ee
the party where she met Oswald.(thid) ke ecoe shebd vetih 4 IR |
R ounable o confirm He Cpmacrintion. Cutepie Ascve 5 =
hes bee v bedutron J\1r;t $ Cocbullido

Elena said that Carbailido 'is a known Castro
bid)
agent in Mexico Ak After the assassination he spent a year

in Cuba.' He then got a job teachlng at Rutgers University

il (5 J> ch. :‘4“-«:: Seleet Coprm $Fce has beem

waalk Lot

f<ma rt derated
Ahe incident at the Cuban Embassy, where E&ena and

LY 28]

>throu%? Dr. Jgse. Viigue;

her daughter shouted “assassins", etc., at the Embassy

employees, occured on November 23rd at or about 3:00
bid)
p.m.(J Elena and Eleénita were driven to the Cuban Embassy

by Elena's brother who was embarrassed by thelr behavior. (4.9

This occured before they had seen photographs of Oswald. (90
Hs. Carro olaimed Hok

Later. tggt day they were visited by Manuel Calvillo

She v Clenha,
who told them that they were in serious danger from the

Communists. and that he would take them to a small hotel,




|\l

4
(b4
where they would be safe, for a few days. Elena said

|
she trusted and believed Calvillo because he was a
Herican C..un.'B ic b.d :
known undercover agent for the Geh@mnaeeenﬁ 'ﬁe was
o, Hiwres ¢ Toeon go i '}
also a friend of Noe Palomareé anangstavo Diaz Ordaz blé)

pres<t

Cal!Villo also told Elena and her daughter that Silvia

Duran had been arrested. Duran's arrest was not public
en Modewmber 23,190

1nformat16n at—the—time, (Ibid)
Elena could not remember the name of the hotel so thet Seme
y}“hdﬁ2she took Thomas to the section of Mexico City where she
thought it was.‘p They found the hotel ('® gt was the Vermont
Hotel{ Calle Vermont 29.' E&ena said that she assumed
that Celville had registered them as relatives or friends. ¢.é.d)

They stayed at the hotel until the following Friday, Nov.

ot «ebe. sy
30, 1963 hardly leaving their rooms. ¢ g;)(\Sa'“ﬁyé;thQ%QY 4 :>

lom 3 e g,;.:'n-r Eleazda
€lena ele While ey were at ‘the hotel they saw the photos
- 0of Oswald and realized that he had been the man at Ruben

b d)
Duran's party. When Calvillo visited them at the hotel

Elena told him that she wanted to report it to the
how
-American Embassy) Calvxllo dissuaded her by statlng
(6id) € leas steted thet
that the American Embassy was full of Communists. ~ Mhen
ghe
Etema returned te=her home, guards were posted outside ¢ bed)

M Z,W Gorrie s "a“"""‘"

|
U N ot ke
Cluda atleqed ‘Xfter she returned home Edema saw her sister,
A - whe smdepeade~tly
Deba Guerrera) bea had a%eo come to the same conclusion.

cavd*®

be
trrdepERaentiy-of-ELena . Deba was "terrlfleq&" aPpproximately
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two months after the assassination two "communists" hed
p(rSw«l/’/ S amrnld
ed her never to reveal that
ihe %) .
she had been to a party with Oswald. " Deba, consequently,

would not accompany Elena to the American Embassy to tell

her storyoa Wev.2y,t9cy, (i 5:4)

Elena said that a few days after the assassination
Emlllo Carballido took the Duran's to Jalapa, Veracruz and

“kept them out of the way ?ntll the initial shack of the

assaSSlnatlon wore Off The Hovee Select Commemidbee bhag Lecm vnable 4

tam fiven Ms 6o rra’s “l(’J""‘“'

le; A .
Elena also gégﬁéthat shortly after the assassination

( b’é) A e ;J"-ﬂ.

house. Mg,

Eunice 0dio.

an Sre Al ety
5447(:‘4 ‘9

in the Kennedy assassination, Debq got drunk eore—nmight

and told Ms, Cobb the entire storyo Ms. Cobb wanted them

. 5,
to go to the American authorities.r Claiming to be a CIa

gggfiJ&9bh;advi§Eézﬁ%ainst?ﬁviﬁﬁ‘tﬁ=f5§%%me;%i&ﬁ=ﬁmbassy.

Cblo

St Suggested that Elena and Deba go to Texas to tell thelr
4D

story. When her suggestlon was rejected, Cobb said that

—

N

she would arrange a meeting with the CIA Station Chief.

The meeting did not occur because Ms. Cobb was asked to



EJL st 5t

leave -the Garro house; evidently because she kicked | ;

Elena's cat, ¢+ ""‘)

£6¢ a

1T . : p
elu“ da. -«4 Ruben Duran visited Ei:ena angurd the end of
C<CrA wis, B f‘fi,wﬁnzw €ntry lfvn Paz, crA 4Ty

January, 1964.. He was worr:l.ed that Oswald's v:.sit to
his home might be discovered and that he might lose

his Mexican citizenship(b Ruben told Elena that it had
been Silvn,a who had gotten h:.m involved with Oswald. L'B'*‘)
Rubefl added that he was not really a communist and »
‘had opposed the assassination. (. '”‘);WDW il sy HICH :ﬂm
2"“‘“ Elena saidfthat gﬁf‘hﬁd told her story to Noe
Palomares of the Gobernacion about six months after the
assassinationc.' He advised against go:.ng to the American

Embassy and told her that if she did anything at all

C.u” +ee ) pukc .
; ihﬁ r??ﬁ?}?ﬁt?eiﬁ}y wl r’is’?"‘a‘n S‘noélzl.p,q,us‘_ i?steli' pbae ‘ pAterelg e ¢ '/ /Udc (’- -Bferg 3

FEK Boc. %*;Elena stated that it was "common knowledge"
CCrh WS SE-SBI W 2vl, €ntry # v27, pg,

" that Silvia had been Oswald's mistress. When asked who L erad g

could verify the allegation she could only remember one
person who had- told her thig.' That person was Victor

6¢{¢.»\ i % JC(J.

Rico Galan, a " ro-Castro ournalist, " 'bid. &;\’"""" 2“

¢ Comms -lec cvv?& med wee: C;J M3 . bareel q,llc.’..-f “I'A'KL‘A— Lauamand M
During these conversations Elena also said that e

she "understood" that Oswald had been in Mexico moxr:

‘than once. m) @"V")

B
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Subsequent to December 25, 1965 ‘Thomas wrote in
the Dec. 25, 1965 memo that Elena had found her calendar
and had reconstructed the date of the party as late 42
CCH‘\ Mot S§0-5¥D Wt énhj:.tyz‘l, P %, C,Ad’;/q]
September not early September. When Thomas went to

Ferris"office and informed him, Ferris replied that

Elena had given the late September date when she had Foi hgus

) ( 'f”_ Dl

originally reported her story at the American Embassy. PRy SFC
’p-ﬂpow‘s

.However, Mr. Ferris explained that someone who had been

at the party had stated that there were no Americans
kbn -"ll’ He 11“’"«“
ther Mr. Ferris did not rewvesl that Ario Alejandro s

tnt
Lavagnini Stenius Ferris had provided this information{sr= )

Mr. Ferris suggested that it was not necessary for Thomas
to pursue the matter since he considered the Oswald case

CFB‘ Repect, Ufselcs , e0 3 SEa Dic A0
closed and had heard all: the rumors before. (SaEd-) .
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On December 27, 1965 the Legal Attache usese a ‘

memo to the Ambassador:regam&eag—ﬂ&ena. l:ﬁemo to the

Ambassador from the -Tegal Attache, 12/27/65, CIA #578;

WX-7241 Entry #429, p. 94, cCIA #721:i] This—iwe—sna. of

\\_jff!i;_jgg.reportéd7that Elena and her

viewed on 17 and 24 November 1964 The memo said that
é/(m t hem dacsbfor

.bksyfurnished1nformation similar to that in Thomas'

'12/10/65 memo. The eeat memo,gees—on~to~say "Inquiries

COnducted_at that time, (November '64) however, failed to

daughter were inter-

substantiate the allegations made by Mrs. Garro de Paz and
her daughter. ' In view of the fact that Mrs, Garro de Paz!
allegations have been Previously checked out without
’substantiation, no further action is .being taken concerning

her ‘recent repetition of those allegations.’ (IBID.)

5 —
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— Th : et e<%s a cable
? ' pcDecomber 29505
; ;jﬁjzwritten by Ann Goodpasture.. f(Memo from Mexico City to

the Director, 12/29/65,(Mexl 5741, CIA #575; WX-724llEntry

. Rk
#430, p. 94, CIA #721;}’/;;;:;§Slé:meports Qhe Legat
: okl R s bicele falre ¥
3 : “interview and the éaléurg,to substantiate Elena's story.
The cable promise& to keep Headquarters advised if any
further informationugé developed. (IBID.)

é 2ﬁ>fﬁ§§$82€ a0/5/64tmemo is attached to

1 this cable. WX-7241 explains this ﬁS's§2¢g§@/inva

marginal comment, "This document by as not in

(Oswald's file), but was copied from (a project file)
and attached to Mexi 5741, 29 Dec. 65." '(IBID.).

ORI TS S S

Sepecippued
A note ééEEngH”to this cable by[Allen.White]stated,

N W

"I don't know what FBI did in Nov 64, but the Garro's

P

have been talking about this for a long time and she is

said ‘to be extréﬁely bright."  Ann Goodpasture wrote that
the FBI had found Elena's ailegationé'uhsubétantiated but
that "we will‘try to confirm or refute Mrs; Garro de Paz's

information and follow .up." Win Scott wrote, "She is also

{ 'nuts';“  (IBID; CIA #574)
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On February 3, 1966 Anne Goodpasture se#at Thomas'D<Q«M’ZH/€

7 memo to the Cuban Section with an attached note asking

i

-them to check whether Elena was "seen creating such g

disturbance as they_claimed in front of the Cuban

Embassy." - (Note from Ann Goodpasture to "Cubans",

et AT S A b

P

2/3/66, CIA No. 579, WX-7241, Entry 428, p. 94, cIa $721.)

One Cuban Section officer responded, "No bells

ring with me." Another one wrote "Me neither." The

: third officer wrote "No Pictures either, " (IBID,) {?here : -

is no ihdication that.thé[pehetration'agents.in the Cuban

L

Embassy |were querled-aQQup this.w(IBIDgi :That there are

© no pigtures is Teasonable since Elena claimeg that the

event happened; 'l;)‘on a Saturday at 3:00 p.m, when

R the Cuban-Embassy,Was not normally photographically

- Surveilled; ang 2.) the "diéturbance" Occured inside the

Cuban.'compoundi‘ HSCA Examination éf.the CIA Cuban Embassy
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On 2/23/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to the

Ambassador regard%ng—the—earros~aiiegatiens. [?Memo from

Legat to Ambassador,,2/23/66 CIA #571; wx-7241 Entry #455,
pP. 95, CIA #722-:]\3Pts=memo reporta that "extensive investi-
gation” failed to disclose that Oswald had traveled to

Mexico prior to September 26, 1963 and that no information
had developed that would show that he had not been i
New Orleans in the early part of that month.* The memo
repeated that no further action was being taken by the

. iQt Aﬂ— J)
FBI because-her allegatlons had not been substantiated, (b’

Weas ﬁw Aot cnﬁ

e ——— e /

" },’,, —_—
@EEEE:t_,A marglnal commentﬁézz&ﬁﬁﬁﬁentry in WX-7241 says,

"How can it be ascertained that Oswald did not travel

to Mexico prior to early Sept. 63? There must be some
basis for Elena's reporting." (IBID; referenced to
Thomas' 12/25/65 memo, )
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On 10/13/66 the Legal Attache wrote a memo to

the CIA/COS reportlng that a reliable confidential

1nformant had reported that the records of the Hotel Vermont
dlsclosed that "Elena. Paz; housewife from san Luis Potosi™
hag registered at the Hotel Vermont on November 23, 1963,

She left on November 30,

1963. The memo said that "the

(o
- Garro de Paz.m
CIA No. 564; WX-7241, Entry #466, P. 98, CIA $725; Thomas'

) 7/13/66 memo.) &'ﬂsc "“‘odsf- SG‘CC“' Conemitdee ®

: C.o\.r‘—cl. - . .
has  been unable 4o dedermine ""“IH"- MI"*"H("«. 'A7¢nr]

[N Assass"u\a—‘- LN

dné ’ m Ftdfk“ vifkv o-, fa J'J#]‘J"” ‘ ‘J4.’1‘(¢l Un"‘;‘/ ,f“ - ./.v
lAUlS")}A*‘ s 4:’?:4 o mnc.r SAer 7)

. | o : "
Charles Thomas' 12/25/65 memoSZaid, "She (Elena)

and her daughter did not personally register at the hetel.

She thinks Calvillo registered them as relatives or friends
of his from San Luis Postosi." (Memo of Conversation by

Charles Thomas, 12/25/65, P. 3, CIA #582.)

(6hh>entry for the 10/13/66 Legat memo in WX-7241 26
bore the notatlon "This is what Elena clalmed and no one -

would belleve her " (WX-7241, Entry #466, p. 98, CIA #725.)

o
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No further reports on'Elena’s/story were generated

until 1969 when Charles Thomas was "selected out.

("Selected out" 1sa1phrase used when an officer is retired

after having been in one grade for the maximum period of

time and is not con31dered qualified for Promotion to a

{
higher.grade).g Then, he'wrote'a‘%es%ex—aad memorandum

which 1’:‘_‘""' GBover (wthr shetng
tothe Secretary of State saying' "Since I was the Embassy

acqwreé

Officer in Mexico who acquired this intelligence informatlon,

I feel a responsibility for seeing it through to its final

evaluation." (State bep£}~

Letter from Charles Thomas to
William Rogers,

Secretary of State, July 25, l96§>u!]==ﬁﬁe

. ~M__QMM_M_MM_M:_ ot A i

{3*‘# bg’g-{uu\fcuﬁr Fraw “A{l‘& 'ﬂm—u "\ ‘J-ll-% R-jcr:, "‘lt‘(‘"’ of 5““‘* ulr?l’ A

Lt s TR PV PUVSPUSPOUIUIN § PSS




Ju.w A—MJ ,Q.-z M-"M = 3 N ‘Dw 27, . 1365 el

,}M A3, 4966 el W—u .. e .. M,p a.Lb,Kme.q bad
- pari /L‘Aﬂl-a MﬂMM—a Ju/s- praceinte | pagithion Ao ,11.1?;(;,“,
CFb‘ gtPOﬁ q/'&olb’/ ;’,93“, TEE Deae. (b'

’DW mw%am« Olthenni Remna . A«o@vg&aséo
;:mz.) 25, 194 7). JMWM Funinn  atgloiid, 2hok prmamns

;,.r&a ke it mmum ot st fad, it

Mh‘ £ e
PR Wb x> b yay W eowons %WMJTJU

C:b /“"“-‘—-
Jemmlonl t Ot tame ke ok Al ok att Mo

3o gt Offel ik gk e Bt ke ot el
lm—»um,.ruuw.xmowcjmmmm_
»l’/&'—-'—mt‘ Sy A M C P8t Rget. | Ifosfes.  pu, TPk Da.
'/J» , J I pgt anmastil HhE . Thoris Dok i~ UL et

»55 porello i e praiinrasy ﬂ"‘ i (e *ﬁow:duu

Any fotlew shwco it stis  Mad b et At o .

d

|
T
t
§
i



i)

Y
prven phozad €

e et aha. Oparld .

P s



1)

EJL First Draft

Page=2%

N T
House Select Committee on Assassination

Investigation of Elena'Garro‘S‘Allegations

The House Select Committee on Assassinations
investigated Elena Garro's story both through file reviews
and per#dnal interviews. The Committéé requested and
reviewed the CIA's, FBI's and State DepartmenﬁﬂFiles, when

avallble
thep-existed, on Elena Garro de Paz, Elenita Garro de Paz,
Manuel Calvillo, Noe W. Palomares, June Cobb Sharp,
Victor Rico Galan, Eunice Odio, Sylvia Duran, Lydia Dufan,
Ruben Duran, Betty Serratos, Horatio Duran, Eusebio Azcue,
and Emilio Carballido. Only the Elena Garro de Paz file
contained information on her allegations. Though all the
names listed abOve played a role in Elena Garro de Paz'
story, not one of their files included a reference to
Elena Garro de Paz. ‘

Furthermore, the House Select Committee on Assassina-

tions requested and reviewed the Central Intelligence

Agency's and

files. Once again not one of the files included :

a mention of Elena Garro's allegations. The House Select

Committee on Assassinatiqns learned thaq' was ]

June Cobb Sharp who first reported Elena's allegation. (Supra p. 4)

The Committee also learned that véélManuel Calvillo

who hid Elena Garro and her daughter in a hotel the day
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follow1ng the assaSSLnatlon. (Supra pP. 13) He also told Elena that

Sy1v1a Duran had been arrested before-&é—was public

W s M‘f"“—g"‘ S ) :
Since a file review lead-poewhere, the Committee

knowledge (o

decided to arrange interviews in Mexico with Sylvia Duran,
Elena Garro, Elenita Garro, Horacio Duran, Ruben Dufan,
Lynn Duran, Emilio Carbillido and Betty Serratos. The
Heo Hointr Sl Cormnaitline e DnsarsosTaany
Mexican Government informed ws that Elena and Elenlta
Garro hsgh disappeared in 1968 durlng the student uprisings
and t:éthever returned to Mexiee.' The officials stated
that Elena and her daughter might be in Spain. (See Mexico
T e Moeniinm gt nagevted I
City Procedural Write-up Trip 1.) Emilio Carballldo
could not be foundfjg£he others were interviewed between
~
June 1 and June 6, 1978.U’Aj
Betty Serratos, Lydia Duran, Ruben Duran, and Horatio

Duran all stated that Elena was not the dancing type and
therefore did not attend-any of the twist parties at the
Duran homes. (See: HSCA Staff Interview of Betty Serratos,
6/6/78, p. 6, JFK Doeument No. ; HSCA staff
Interview of Lydia Duran, 6/5/78, p. 6, JFK Document No.

; HSCA Staff Interview of Ruben Duran-Néverro,

6/6/78, p. 16, JFK Document No. ; HSCA Staff Inter-

.view of Horatioc Duran Navarro, 6/5/78, p. 25, JFK Document

No.

.)
ﬁEEQTSylvia Duran was asked if Elena or Elenita Garro



T e

Calvillo),

‘other asset;]

EJL First Draft
PrSe=28

ever attended twist partles at the Duran homes, Shemgated

tha%-she recalled Elena attendlng one twist party at

Ruben's home in 1963 wheﬂﬂghe returned to Mexico from
France. (Hsca Staff Interview of Sylv1a Triado Bazan,
6/6/70, b. 90, JFK, Document No. )} All the Durans

denled that Lee Harvey Oswalg had attended any party at
one of thelr homes. [3*”*j°$.7 |

Agency to prevrde—fer interviews | (Mangell

June Cobb), along with a list of

L e lakd 4 k&vt ha & In-‘.vna.-l—l-u related

T Lee Harvey Oswaldg

trip to Mexico City.(
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1The MeXican govern- O

v —— sy 'i?

‘ment told the Committee that June Cobb Sharp received a

tourist permit, number 72781, on June 27, 1947 when she |
entered Mexico through Nuevo Lareda She asked, but was I

denied, perm;ssion to represent the magazine, Modern MeXlCO.

On. June 21 1948 she received a cou tes rmit
v | by Yyp ,ji ' number

4

4
25556.° She disappeared in 1954 -and never returned to

MexiCO. (See Procedural Writeu Trip 2 Mexico City) :'-

Committee kaewe the information is incorregt/,

~Waper Fer 190 phan 196 Ccmz.o.-ecmrg.w. a.wd,oc..,zo:- K
Levas aler ptuZJL 7&,# o . ,J AL@«LJK ot e dLa“,,u~ 19¢ 4. (r~f-j> ) i
77_‘ coL e M e T AR Ty T T ,,;...4__.” . . . - v

T ndeaf

%} The Mexican government told the Committee that I
Manuel calvillo did not live at Cuahtemoc 877-5 as the = - -
Committee had stated Their agent: in charge had spoken | :
to the superintendent at the apartments for the past : :
twenty-five years who said that no Manuel Calvillo had ;
ever: resided there, When Committee staffers gave the
Mexican government Calvillo's pen name, the Mexicans
dave the same answers. - (See Procedural Write Mexico City
Trip 2) The Committee is quite certain that Mr. CaIVillo

lives at this address since it acquired the address from

a recent CIA document. (Q(A' }?ffer*fl (99, Manve/ Ca/u}(/. -g-le, Ko f= | )




