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.. MTEs 11 Merch 1955
Vol N
FRCG e, Senicr Representative, | |
' SUBJECT: GENBRAL-- Intellijence ¥ K
23 SPECIFIC-- Moeting with "Professar LAURA™ (Subject of@w@? 537 )
ReF: (SMANIDYS539, DIR-39952
1. Attachsd are two copies of a memsrondum for the record om the Subject of @

2a

3.

contsot botween Robert F. CHATHAM and "Professor LAURA® Lo vhea rafercncd was
nads in botSGMANIDITIY and DIR-39952. This caitact wad made at the requast
of the doputy chief to MIDWATCH. A sanitived copy of ths memorandum has
been transmltted to the MIIMATCH office. Any ccticn in furtherance of the
discusoions dascribed in the memorandum would nocessarily be token by the
iccal CDACID establishment.

Ho plena are presently known for extending ODACID suppert to Subjoct; how=
over, if eny such gupport were to be given by private persond {such a3
Socrotary ARANETA) thie probably would not becaas knoun to QDYOKE circlese

It eppeared from his remorks that Subject had not ‘contacted KUBARK chonnals
in tho courco of his current Asian tour —= either in India of Indochinae
Discreet quostioning revealed that the 2 March meetlng under ARANETA®s
gponsorship wos evidently Subject's first direct appeal, in ths course of
hiz current tour, to ODYOKE for assistanco. Houover, Subjec® may have been
withholding detaila of othor comtacts with ODYOKE representativese This

_wonld appear a valid assumption in viow of the foct that he denied (in

e

i
{

response to o question) that he had contacted OTI0IFE representatives recenie
1y in Hong Kong (per paragraph five of(SI-U\NE)-?Sﬁ)o '

2
With reference to the potentisl far KUBARK purposes of Subject's organisation,
it became manifestly appurent in the course of his remarksa that no cohesive
vehicle exists for the purposes he described (howover laudatory his purposes,
porticulorly in tho Hanoi-Halphong arcas)j that Subject has given only
limited attontion to the types of materisls to be disseminatad by his
afrionds®; end that Subject eppeared to bo far too ungysteaatic to be
emirugted vith anything but the finighed product in quantity (rather than
funds to arrange for its publication). ;

%&q_, Clarence T. Douthst

of memorandunm as indirsted above
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'Zfd 3 March 1955

HERIORARDUN FOR THE BBCOHD:
SUBJECT: Heeting with Q‘mfeaaoééh’i%"

On tho ovening of 2 Mareh 1955, CHATHAK proceeded to the apartment of Agriculture
Seerstary SalvedOTJARMETA with a member of the OLACIL politieal section and an
OLCHOP gtaff membar. In brief convorssbticn with the ODCHOP officer prior to
resching the ARANETA hene, CHATHAM explained that he hed beon instructed not to

. opeoifisally identify himsclf as enything but OLACID (that is, not to claim
USIA eonnections)j and that sonething was known of the “profesaorta®
astivitiss elscwhore, which though apparently well intentioned, ware subject to
some qusstion from the OLYORE policy viewpoint. The ODCHOP officer emplainmsd
that his only interest was in complying with tho wishes of ARANETA {with whom
ho had close liaison relationship which he di not wish to jeopardise in any way)
that he bring some representative of OlLACID by to meet hie guest.

We wore ushersd into the ARANETA penthouse at 6115 p.n. and were immsdiately

- grooted by ARARBTA himpel{ and his wife who evidently had bsen conversing on
tho balceny with ths man thoy introduced es "professor LAURA" -- somouhat carse-
fully enphasising tho titls ond the name; the latter was pronouncsd 100 {(as

in loud) BA® giving equal strees to bota syllasbles.

A

Subjeot wos effusively friendly although quite shy in his greetings. His accent
is extremely etrong, bsaring ocome repoablancs to any Slavic group but with oome
othoy influsnee ao woll. He ic epproximately fifty (both in eppsarcngs and in
ectusl age), wesre hornerimmed glasces, sumnor=woight eivilion clothea, and
vith a great shook of very white hair, worn long.

¥a oat in o circle (ezcopt for Mro, ARAKETA, wbo withdrew immedistely). The
QILEDP man olso doparbzd very voom aftor cur arrival with epolegles enmd e,
plocaticas of enothor cngagement. Subjact epread a small map. on tho {loor and

--bagen podnting ocus the ercas of Comaunlot influence and comtrol {all of vhich "\
woro £orhod in chedes of rod) cnd tho potonticl victims of tho noxt Camunisd
insorolcan cgoinot tho West. He focugsed his attention (and curs) on Indo-
Chima and India, N i

Subfecd clreulated a quaztdty of pexphlsts ecd brochuses or mezaginss in various
ienguagess He cxipledmed thad Do had pavscasily plcked thege wp in b9 couwrse of
o vory feu Coys cpomt rocsmdly io Zodla, whero Ba had bgen visiting viliages
end tollring with poopla, Ho polmdod cud had alesst ald tho publiesticns vore
preducsd 4o Mozosw azd tio sosalnder io Falplng, B contimusd by saying that
tho Commnnista (Buzsicn o Chicsso) have o cozplsto mondpoly 4n booko end il
193 ¢2 peintsd moblsr 40 Incia $olsy, partisulerly in tis ezallor Cowos and
villegess Moad of {hese pudblicabicza ere clroulaled froop suio ef thom coad
¢so or threo o four canshos ocze cve in Englich, othsra ere in ths varisus

K v :{ley are on overy consoivoble subject end ere designed for ell agese
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103270 czploinod ¢had in Iedis (omd in Inde=Clilna) those publicaticons ars beirg
purased 4n%o thy smalload haaloto Miln o flced from Megoow and Bei s Sha
pucple don't hovo to esaslk roading watorials, nor do they have to go far for en
ccplemsticn of what theso pamphlots coatain. tlaadore® ¢r %oadres® are overye
wicro o explain the material, particularly in the schools and among youths end
B%u23al3. .

Y3 cotd (in onswer to a question) that ho bad coen scme Ud=produccd materisls
in thooo arsas, but that thoy woro elmoat imposoible to £ind in the outlying
crosn.  Ho poimtcdrout that the Cexmundgh watorials wore clgverly domos and in
oo eascs, beaullful oncmplos of prinding ond propogonda prosontotion.
Suhjcsd obated that ho Lo now most iutorcstsd in tho Hxipheng and Hanoi aresc
o Irdo=0hina becauss those will bo turnsd over to ths Cczmunists very ocon
for thodr control. Lo otated thad his idea is to tloocd thoso oritical places
uhlch fecs tho Loanunist tide momentarily with ca much antiematerialistic, pro-
Chrigtian rosding waterial os pecolblo. Ho hopeo thoreby %o *{mmunlce® the
ninds of tho cimple pecsants ond massea of paeple against the cppaals of |
ibaintio Comunism nd natorialistic dootrinss which they teach which turn
an egaingt wostorn ideos ard clvilisation, He displayed gavoral czomples of
vzad Lo hod in oiod. Ho pointed cut that thege publicaticns (omd of those was
a {hin, melti-golor French magaaina enviticed "hleu izisto? ("Thore ic a God?)
vhich bo hod coquired in Farls, and wilch ho had given to Mooms frionds® in
Eo4igeon to traonslals into lorih Vietranasa dialects &s soon &s posaible, along
with o fow othar items of o similar nature.

- IIa thsa exzploinad that in these critical vordor arcas of indo=China those ore
wany Cotholics who will soon be complstely igolated from the VWest by the
Comumiats, It 1o his idsa to reach theso poople bafors it is too late “through
cur f¥ionds thoro® whoa ho deseribed s Caotholie laymon and priests or just
pledn poeplo who uors uilllnx to asoiet in thic wirike The tagk io simple, end .
carely involvos possing along reading watorials to other known friends for
further circulation es broadly es peossiblo. Yheose pacple have the capabllity
to harzdlo “largo quontitics® of this matericl, he claimad, “Ths leaders® are
c=cng then to toll thoam howe Ho did not explala wiho had instreated the
3s22sre, or what they kasw, or who they wore, in fact. Hs ototed that this
w23, 4o effcot, “undorground sotivity® and es such could not be degoribed in
ey dstail to enyons uwho was wot Yon tho ground.” Hz compared it o an ico=
Larg ﬁhAIc,c&aittxng that he wss the prinsipal lsader and motiveting foreas.

B3 expladnad that ho bas "holpful frienda®™ in Paris end Romo and Belgiun and
¢ibar plesss who hod boon cware of bis ectivitics since ho bogen in 1953. He
68a524 Chad fo thio powicd, thoy had asolsted his effords vorking from Roms
prinsipally 4ndo Peland end Daschoslovalkia end to o lossar extemt, Yogeslavia,
Lemgory eod Remania, In feob, ho couzht to introdugse "matoriale® wiorever ho
¢ould bohind $ho Ircn furpaln, by vhatdver mcamm. Ho czpladned that his work
wss Encend eo€5o36132§ PISIERAND (whan ko idontificd only voguoly as "scascens
whoos astivitics wo cartalnly knov aboud®) end €5 pamd ricane as well,
izpiciing our cum Amdassador to Mtoly,\liro) Clare BootB@ZSCE. He hod Just.

#2d fray Bxnoe Ho had gona to Solgon in Oetobor 155L to begin his efforts
¢ ecountyy. Ho toured the cutlying creas for sono wesks before progeeding
On returning, Lo had again stopped in Indis and then

procssdad to Seigen,
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T lngzpiration to cmmo %o Hanilo to cosck help had case frea “ceveral Jesuit
€riengs? vhea ho knsw bore fran their formsr coataots in Chima. Ho bpd begn in
Ciies ren 1546 to 1§LOs50, whon ho baod bsen foreed to lsave far Teiwan. He
remnizsd thero wntil 1952, whsn be had hod o heart ottack and was forced o

@o to Bgmo for a rest. Ho bad had many friends on faivan end had “spoat scmo
Lima? vﬁﬁ'{{ﬁ&hﬂ Eai-ghok wxplaining bio idass for using Teiuvan ca & base for
tgn 4daolezicel conguast of tho mainland® to reach the millions of Chimsse uboa
-the Cazmnlsto had not yob wone

Bo e2id blp information indicmtod that a million guserillas wore aotive through-
o3t Chins @g lata oo 1953=53, but now it vos tao lats. CHIAMD ho deoorlbed as
& ghost, a chadow, a legepd vho wes cazplotely out of touch even with things
in Sodvsne Tho Gimo'o oon NCitMAHO Ching=imo, controlled overythings ho was
¢goinsd in dogcow, wos formerdy a Communlot, but was not oms now. Howovers he
vez & ruthlons, cyuleal tyrant who would goon dominate coapletoly. He roferred
%o oko idea of tho Nationalists returning to the malnland as "ths yildsat
felly - uttorly abourd snd fantastig.” this time we wore czatdéd at the
teblo for dinner. Hra. ARANETA let alip(?gatharo"D(j :
ubjeot went on to doooribs the techniques and patterus of Cozmunist ceoquesst
\/{-msﬂ polleye ko cxplained thad he had been o pertisen leader in Yugcalavia and
vond on to cxplaln the Tito pooition ot longth, decrying the goosplance of
t31¢oicm® co o break fron Hoooow whon 4t wos merely on acocmodation. - He epoke
of his travele in tho USSR aftor the ond of World War il end of his dsteruimation
40 go to the For Bast vo wgrk against Coamunlom. He sdmitted, in responge Lo &
\qms%eng thot ko hold en(italian)pasoportt "Tite did not want ma to loave.*
{
Tiwe dlcousgion vont on to & le‘m;thy cxzamination by Subjeot of Sovieht plans and
purpcsse, a3 he porceived them froa his own parsonal exposure to Boviot militariste
durirg the var and to tholr political commigoors and cadros 2t homza . and abroad
and o oll lovels for yeoara. His reviow uas scmetimes incloivoe, sozstines
¢engercusly ovoroimplificd. “"They could tgke Burea or Thailand tonight by
tolephono, and Formoga tGuorroy night, the same vay. But thoy won't.¥ He
czplaizzd tho Soviot policy as calculated to build up HEHRU ep & world figure, .
wadch wes ocucceeding, sinoe ho was serving tholr purpocos abrosd boautifelly, S
elthsugh ho io losing very fast at homo. The Congress Farty is chot throngh N
with Communists. It is only a matter of time until it is ccmplotoly o Conmunict
Crgante ¢ . , '
-
2o U352 ¢id not want a ohooting wary they will continus a polisy of prozotirg
14¢%10 wore to blesd US strangth and buy tima. They are building atoale ghrongth.
In 1547, he bod told Genaral GROVE that ho knsu that ovesy leading eastorn
Europczn etcalo solcntist was at worl in tha USSR and that it mast bo easunsd
that thoy bad tho boxby TRUHMAN did not edmit this undil Septeaber 1349, He
fovorcd (this polnd was chooksd by quostions) soze teisn stomic beabdling by She
U3 of Goviod combora of industry to dator thom fren tholr immedlate ad long
pusge purpooes cad to shalio Vho regime frem within, Faramilitary {sis) o othar
* ¢ypo eotion, through vhatever vehiole, would be dissipated to tho winds == would
coiove nothing but buy o minnte of (iko - unless it was ascordinated on & wurld
gzolse Tho Jume 1953 Eost Goman riots wore owr oppertunity the West uicsed
4¢ by aot pouring im machinsguns instead of wellwishes by radic,
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Asked whot he wented fram us (or hopad to get, or nodded moat, or would pottlo

Sor) ho paid ho would 1k to bo able to primt litorature for digtribution in K
g.ﬁaighcagnﬂanoi ismodiately. “Wo have until the end of April." He thought his

; contasts and friends cculd bhandle 300,000 copies == thio figure took goveral
: cezondn o come out. Ho knsu thors wad aome capability for this in the usis
8 ‘ - mschanism hore, which had gozo regional responaibility. Ho doubted that the
typafaces for Viotnzmese dinlocts were aveilable hare (this point was roised
%o digoover if posoible ubat inguiries he had mado). Ha hss a "planslead®

{a quantity, he odmitted on questioning) of books snd pamphlets collescted for
him in Balgium and France for diptribution in Indo-China,

Ho ookod if it would oo pezsible for hin to poe MIDWATCH before he (Subject)
1oft for Saigon, Ho realiscd that Chief OMMCID had had very little time while
Lo wap harye and thus had no hops of geeing hin. Ha would wail until ape

prozimately 7-0 Haren to see L WATCH if possible. No promisss of an appoinb=
nent wore mado. :

Ho gave ons copy of the Freoneh-language publication as an exsmaple of vhat bo
kad in mind for circulation. LIt was ezplainad to hiam (and to the Scoretary)

y that vo were in no pesition to make any sort of commitzant, but that weo would
= bring his story to tho attention of the proper people ab ODACID, oventually

ks insluding, if pozasible, Chief OLALID, by normal channels t0 hesdquarters oity.
This was very gratifying to vboth men. Thoy thanied us profuselye.

9% Whan wo wers leaving, the Scorstary followed uaogsut. to tho elovators Ho aze
g_n}.:;.imd that this man waoa, io fact| but had agked for

o onablo him to carry on Ghis Woil. He seogpted
XY i s result of the aosurances OLY—%FZIH-EQ (tho
i Scaretary) hoped we could airange gome assistange for this causael ing was

vory eordial,

Subject makes & very strong impression for his tremendous spirit of dedisatien
¢to hin task. Ho is a ptrong personality with considorable intelligenss, but hils
papnor 1o vory raeserved and rathar ohye His shynses may derive in pemo QOAGUr

frem Cho linguistic borrier; his English lo quits linited, end oceveral times he
used French words or czpresslons without appp=ently bsing aware ef thin.
Subjest doss not oppear 10 be well physical ¥, 48 extremcly nsrveus, ond ate
vory little at dinnor. Hs wss not at esse in this socisl situstion.
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