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BRAND
November 15/60

On August 5/60, at 7 a.m., Brand made contact with Brand
told that he wanted to see Amparo (Plinio's wife], in order to dsbrief her

on the actual situation of OA's groups. That same afternoon Brand saw Amparo.
Amparo informed Brand of all the arrests that had taken place after Plinio's
escaps from El Escambray. In regard to OA's groups in Havana, Amparo told Brand
that Efren Rodriguez, member of the Exscutive Commitee of the OA,was in a safe
houss in Havana, and was the man who could brisf Brand on @A's situation.

On August 6/60, Brand saw Efren Rodriguez. EZfren informed Brand that, on
account of Abay and Pensla's asylum at the Embassy of Brasil, contmcts had been
lost with the action groups of OA. Efren was completely out of money. Brand gave
him $130.00 and instructed him to establish contact with QA 8 action groups. Efre
agresd to do this.

Brand had to rzuwain in his safe house for the next ten days, becaussz no glue
or moustaches had heen sent to him, and he had no materials for his disguise.
Meanwhile, Plinio had arrived to Havana, and had established contact with Vfrcn
and other members of the underground.

gave Brand a man to be used as a driver or as a cut-sut.

This han 135 named Fontes. After receiving the disguise materials, Brand =stabliash
contact with Jesus Izlesias, former member of Triple A, and Brand's fellow conspi
for many years. Lglesias owned a %0 ft. yacht. Brand asked Izlesia's help to use
his yacht to smuggle weapons into COubae Iglesias was in very low spirits. He salg
that it was useless for the cubans to fight Fidel, sincs Fidel had a powsrful bagq
from the Soviet Union, and that unless the U.S. decided to do something about it,
our efforts were doomed to failure. In shori, Iglesias refused to help,

Next, Brand established contact with Cesar Lancis Bravo. Cesar agreed to heslpj
Brand instructed Cesar to start looking for D.Zs. and L.Zs. Besides, Cesar was tg
start organizing laborers in the different Unions, end to try to gather informats?
from all of them. Cesar also volunteered to mske contacts with policemen in the
patrol cars, in orcer to find out the codes they were using in their radio
communications. He-also promlsed to %tart g search for safe housss and store hougd
and to start checking Fidel through the members of the Sindicato Gastronomicas Iz
that first meetinz, Brand gave Ce sar\one thousand pesos, to be used for sxpenses
for the renting of houses.

Next, Brand madecentact with Bﬁnlto Fernandez. Benito said that He was eagsr {
help and that all of us had to give Dur best to overcome our country's situation,
Benito offered his efforts to try fo;flnd D.Zs. and L.Zs. Besides, he volunteesred
to do some recruiting. Benito 1nform~d Brand that he Had an action zroup of abouf
fifteen nmen, already armed. {

Contact was mads with Dr., Helio Kardo Basz. Nardo informsd Brand that he had
already heen aproachesd by people fron MRR and By Lomberto Diaz, acting ths lattes:
as representative from Tony Varona' s‘group. Nardo had refused to work with them.
Brand asked Nardo to taks care of thp Province of Pinar del Rio as a lsader of a
new undsrground group, of which he wts going to be one of ths leadsrs. Nardo azrg
to this, and promised to start looklnr for D.sZ3s. and L.Zs. and alse promissd to
take care of the recruiting of naopb,ln the Province of Pinar del Rio. He mention
that he bad a friend who had De=n a lleutenent in the rebsl army, and who had guj
his position because of ths communlsk tendencies of the Go¥ernment. He told Erand
that this ex-lisulsnent could becomela valuabls asset if won to our side. Ha said
he was goinz to try to bring this wman to talk with 3rand. Brand zavs Nardoe fivs 4
resfa, for oxnens=s, !
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‘going to have results for the next mesting.

"Robayna was to work under the orders of Narde. - :

he had previously received. He said he could not take care of the renting of saf(éﬁ
- houses, because the people they could use for that, were needed at the MRR. lieve:

. people at the University, because everyone seemsd to belons already to one organi

. willing to work with him, though soms of them already belonged To Rescate. He had

Brand some contacts which would help Brand in his activities.
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At the first meeting with Henito Fernandsz, Erand also saw Nelson Izlesias,
University student, and son of Jesus Iglesiase Brand instructed Kelson to start
meking some recruitings at the University. Brand also instructed Nelson Iglesia
to make the necessary arrangements so Brand could have a meeting with Joss Fer
Planas and Eddy Crews, members of the Catholic Youth, students at the Universit
Havana and members ot MRR (Artime's faction). Brand gave Nelson one hundred pes .
for expenses. ‘ ' S ,

- A week after their first meeting, Brand saw Cesar Lancis again. Cesar said tH
had been making some contactswith different unions. He also explained that up ¢
that time he had been working with Tony Varona's group; named "Rescate”. He exp
his concern gbout the double role he was playing, working with Rescate at the s
tims that he? WBflking with Brand. Lancis said that in due course he could bring
friends in Rescate to Brand's organization. Brand said that a week had elapsed.a}
no results had been attained and that hs wanted results. Lancis said that he wasi

Through Nelson Iglesias, Brand had a meeting with Jose Fernandez Planas end
Eddy Crews. The meeting took place at Eqrngn@gg_Pngais home in Vedado, Havana.
Eragﬁ asked Fernandez Plana's help in order to get D.2s. and L.Zs, and safe :houl
Though Fernandez Planas agresed to help, he was a little bit reluctant because of]
connections with MAR. He said he was going to talk things over with his friends
promised to give me an answer in a few days. Nevertheless, he accepted four hund
pesos to be used in the renting of safe houses. Brand also asked sbout the possi
of creating some disturbances at Havana University on the 30th of September,
anniversary of Trejo's death.They said their chances were slight, because they
could not burn the people they had at the University in that kind of action., He
said that in the event of a riot at the University, they would be crushed by thef
communists and militia, already well trained, equipped and organized. "

In his next mesting with Brand, Nardo brought along a man by the name of '“ﬂﬁﬁ
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‘Fbancisco Robayna Dominguez, ex-lieutenent of the Rebel Army. Robayna had- been al . %

member of the American Army, at Fort Dix, New Jersey. He had been to Europe as a}
member of the American Army. He deserted.to go to Cuba and Join the forces fight] =
Batista. He becames a member of Faure Chaton's gueriillas in the mountains of les | 3
Villas. Robayna said that he was willing to join Narde and Brand's efforts. Hs s :
that he had already been working in the recruiting of people. He assured Brand th B
he could count -with a force of 150 men. He also said that he was going to get D.3.

In his next mesting with Brand, Fernandez Planas returned the four hundred pe.”

since Brand had promised him weapons, he said he would kesp trying to get D.2s., 4 *
LeZs. He said he wanted to see Brand again. S §
Benito Ferrendez saw Brand again. He said that he had talked with his brother, -
who had been a Mayor in Santiago de Cuba. He had alse talked with Luds Casero Gui
who had also been a Mayor in Santiage de .Cuba. They both promised him to start .
searching for DeZs. and L.Zs, in the southern coast of the Provinge of Orienté.

Brand also saw Nelson Iglesias again. He said it had beon difficult to reerul

or another. Nevertheless, he said, he had a group of-arouna.ten students who wersg

ifi contact with a boy named Solis, who was heading Rescate's group at the Univerd

Around these days, Jos, & mzmbsr of the Company whom Brand haed met in Washingt
came to visit Brand af Brand's safehouse. He said that thsy wereri’t interested i
anymore in getting people out of Cuba to be properly trained. He promised to give i

Thess promises wers
kept, and Brand mades some contacts which will be referred to in dus course.
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Srand had been asking to see Plinio. Plinio also had been asking to sse 3rank
Amparo knew ebout one of Brand's safehouses. She came one day and told Erand t
Plinio needed to ses him. Next day, Brand went to see Plinio. At Plinio®s safe [
Brand also met & man named Juan Mendez, also known as Jeorge the Pilot or Jose
Casanova. Hendez was.the head of o group named MAR (Movimiento Anticomunista Re
cionario). Plinio told Brand of his efforts and how pleased he was with the way
things wers going on. Plinio also talked about-his plans for the inmediats fut
and ths meetings hs was expefting to have in the days to come. In return, Brand
gaid that he was also pleassdwith the way things were developing. ’

In his next mseting with Brand, Robayna brought a map pointing out a D.Z. T, ;
was the first D.Z. that Brand got. Brand gave Robayra a lensatiec compass 3o Rob ﬂ%
could give the exact location of the next D.Zs. he was trying to zet.Robayna wa %
full of enthusiasm with the outcome of his efforts. All his men were anxious toff ©

"~ into battle. Robayna gavs Brand an estimate of the vweapons he needsd for his 1 :
That 1list of weanons was given to the Company in Havana. Robayna also informed H i
that in the Province of Pinar del Rio, a majority of the population was in favox i
an uprising against Castro. ' . ' . :

~-- It should be said by now that all the meetingsheld by Brand were reported tof
the Company in Havana, alzmost inmediately after they took place. Brand had been |
instructed in Nashington to give 5 revort each weeke Actually, renorts were givel &
in many oc@étsions twice and thrice a week, =

é By this time, Brand had met with Efren Rodriguez in several occastons. Efren
’ Rodriguez was contacting and orgzanizing action groups to be used in Havana, in t
. 8ity as well as in ths Province. A man by the name of Rutilio Ramos had been conf i
by him. This man was to lead the men we were planning to use in an attempt againf i
Fidel's life. 2fren Rodriguez had also met people who gave him detailed informati@ﬁ
on the Government forces in Isle of Pines. Rutilio Ramos also made some reports ¢
this. Contacts wers made by Efren Rodriguez with action groups in San Jose de La%“
Lajas, . . ' R : 1
Joe sent Brand some instructions that enabled Brand to make contact with a may g
named Alberto Jorge Losada Fernandez, who worked at the Compania de Electricidad})
This Losada was one of the leaders of an organization called "Resistencia Agramor
Though they had: men all around the island, their mdén force seemed to be in the |
Province of Pimar del Rio. And what seemed most important of all, they had a grojﬁ~
of fifty men already in the mountasins in Pinar del Rio, in:a place named Rio Hon
In the first meeting with Losada, Brand gave him 500 pesos to be ussd in the i
purchase of supplies for the men already in the mountains. Brand also instructsd )
Losada to try to organize groups at the Compania de Electricidad. These groups weq:
to be used in sabotage at the Electric Company. Losada agreed to send word to the |
leader of the groun at the mountains to come to Havana to have a meeting with Brjﬁ
Losada also agreed to try to find some DeZse. or L.Zs.~From that day on, Losada d '
the meetings with Brand would take place in two houses he indicated, and which
Brand promptly aporoved. : o . : :
Joe sent Brand some instructions that enabled Brand to meke contact with a max
named Vidal Morales, who was to provide the goons that were promised to Brand by
Jim Bowdin. Brand instructed Vidal to organize his men and have them ready for
action to be used when required. Brand also. instructed Vidal tov start checking i
arlos Rafael Rodriguez, a wsll known communist, and also to give all the informa|
he could gather about the top communists:in Cuba. Vidal egreed to this. p
© In a meeting with Losada, he informed Brand that the leader of the group at b
. Rio Hondo, a man by the nsme of Lazaro Santos Abreu, had been killed in his way tf i
Havana to see Erand. Brand then told Losada to make arranpgements so Brand could’ ﬁ
have a meeting with the man whe< had substituted Lazaro Santos. 1
Brand had a mesting with Cesar Lancis and Losada, so both msn would get in toy]:
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identified himself as a delegate from Organizacion Occidental Anticomunista ZOOA

- Wers given to Robayna, that in the last message that Robayna sent to Brand throug
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instructsd Losada not to talk with Lancis about the people in the mountains. Hd
to talk with Lancis only about the laborers at the Electric Company, bscause B -
wanted Lancis to organize the labor section of Cuba Libre. . '
' In his next mesting with Brand, Lancics refused to have anything to do with
Ee gave Brand a written report about Losada and Losada's brother, also worki

| ng |
Electric Company. The report said that Losada had been s well known batistiano S
8 security forcss, | °

that he had been suspected of being an informer for Batista'!

revort also said that Losada was suspscted of being a fairy. The sams report s

that Losada's brother was a drug addict and a "pusher”. Brand:theh aiked:Lancis)
there were any doubts about Losada's attitude against the present 3

(=]

question. Lancis informed Brand that a former major ot the army, named Manuel dff -

Jesus Hernandez, had been commisioned by Lancis to establish g net of informerst
Lancis elso said that he had received several thousand pesos from Rescate and t

he was willinz to return: the thousand pesos that Brand had given him, To this
Brand answered nothing. ' : : .

Arocund the Tifteshis of September » Brand thought he hﬁd.'noti.cod certain unud
things around Potin's building, where Brand's safehouse was located. One day, a
when Brand was entering the building, he heard s man asking about the people whg

living at the penthouse of the building. This confirmed Brand's suspicions than}

something wrong was going on. Brand left the building and never came back. It Wj
until three weeks later that Brand found out, through Augusto Casamayors, the m

who  had provided the safe house, that a tennant of the penthouse,who lived in £
of Brand's apartment, had bsen the victim of enextortion. This had been the unug
atmosphere that Brand had noticed around the building, because that tennant had:;
under surveillance by the people who submitted him to extortion. .

Brand went to live for soms days‘at Juan Mendez's plade, At this‘safehouse, 3

met a man named Jorge Zavino, who worked with Mendez at MAR, Brand put Espino 1%

contact with Nardo, so Espino's people in Pinar del Rio weild work under the guid
of Robayna. Espino’s wilitary chief in Pinar del Rio was & young man by the name
Barrios. Brand met Barrios and introduced him to Robayna. From thsn on, Barrios
in contact with Robayna, and vworking under his command, o

Around these days, Brand hesrd that Mende;'waS»goiﬁg to have an interview wit}:
Priest named Las Heras. Brand went to that meeting and asked this priest to go ¢ .
‘Artemisa, in the Province of Pinar del Rio, and contact Nardo, so he would proviq -

Nardo with all the help that the priesthood could afford to give in the province

Pinar del Rio. Brand saws Nardo and arrangements were made in such a way that Naj

did see Father Las Heras., From then on, it was their busihess to keep in touch.
At the mmeting with Father Las Horas, Brand met g physiclan named Dr. Leon Lemus

L

A few days later, Brand introduced Nardo to Dr. Leon Lemus, so Leon would help Nf

in the Province of Pinar del Rio. Later on, Brand introduced Leon Lemus to Robayr
00A's military chief in the Province of Pinar del Rio was a young man named Cruz
This Cruz Blanco was introduced to Robayna by Leon Lemus. From then en, Cruz :Blaxy
was to work under the orders of Robayna. It is on account of all these contacts 4
Nardo, he claimed to have six hundred men under his command. And he said thet tha|
was a conssrvative figure. Nardo commented that in order to make~this figure mors

conservative, he would say that Robayna had five hundred men under his commeand. TA

figure is accepted by Brand as good,

P70y e s A A
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. at the Cooperativa de Omnibus Aliados. This Cabafias had hundreds of friends aheo

- Havana. He also said that he was zoing to give Brand a driver. Brand gave Cabahaff

. Anselmo. In this meeting they said. they had found a DuZ. and that they were goin;

. the equipment and start tinge 2 .
A Through[;;__——___gz__iighBrand met an American known ms William Webster. This
was to put Brand in contact with a group of a friend of Brand who had gone to Mig

" named Mario Massip, Through Webster, Brand met a man already known to him for many
- years. This wan's neme is Simon Yabre. Simon Yabre was to put Brand in contact wif

lack of new and kept aski ibout the deliver
- of weapons always answered nAT he knew nothing about it, that
- always deliversa my reports but could not tell me vhat the policies of the Compa

f_WBre in that respect, -

4o bs the exact truth, that they had connections along the whole island with wel

f-they'wanted-was weapons and guidances, Brand promised both. Through the Company,
- days later, Silvio de Cardenas provided two D.Zs. Brand met Silvio de Cardenmas fq
- Pive times more. Cardenas gave a list of the weapons his friends needed. Brand cd

-'_'People from the Front:were supposed to go to ihat meeting. Brand was invited to ¢

- Efren Rodriguez, Jorge Espino, Francisco Santiago, Juan Mendez and Joe. Plans wer]

~ had to do was to keep their men organized and ready to enter into action when req i

'A';b

~
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By the first days of September Brand had met Dr. Rodolfo Henriquez Lauranzon, B
a well known Cuban dentist. This dentist lent his house many times so that it cot:
be used for Brand's meetings with Benito Fernandez. Brand also used Henriquez asf
treasurer, Whenever Brand receivad money from the Company, he took it to Henriqul:
. in order to avoid a heavy loss of money if Brand was capturede In ons of the mest
with Benito Fernandez, Brand met a men named Jose Caba?%," who had been a stackhl

drivers and conductors of busses in Havana. Cabafas promised to get safehouses a
storehouses. He also promised to organize groups among the drivers and conductorf

620 pesos, , : . : !
A few days later Brand met Luis Alvarez, a former bus dyiyer, and.wh p thi
became Brand's driver. This Luls Alvarez had been recommendéﬁégyé%§%33a§?§§§'WBEV

be a couragsous, dedicated and faithful companione I S
In a new meeting with Jose Fernandez Planas, Brand met a young. physician kmowi

give Brand a map pointing out the exact location of the place. They asked which [
. Weapons could Brand provide. Brand mentioned all the weapons he he:zbad bsen prom3
and commited himself to deliver certain amount of those weapons fifteen days aftd
the map had reached his hands. The boys promised to give the map in short notice i
These boys also wanted to establish contact with Brand's people in Pinar del Rio
 -Some days later Brand received a very detailed map of a L.Z. in the southern
‘coast of the Province of Pinar del Rioc. It was sent to the Company right away.
. By this time Robaynas had sent Brand the location of another D.Z. By then ., Rq
kept asking about the weapons, and he kKept saylng that his men were anxious to rd

Lo S Fut Py

Mario Massip's group. By this time Brand had become a 1iit it uneasy about th

- Through Webster, Brand made contsct with a vealthy and very well known cubsn
"Silvio de Cardenas. Silvio de Cardenas said that he was one of the leaders of a
headed by Jose Ignacio Rivero and Antonic Rubio Padilla. He said, and Brand bsli

" known and respected people. That they could provide fincds and transportation. Al '

“himself to deliver the woanons in due courses o S A
~ .One day Brand got word that there was going to be a meeting at Plinio's safeha

Brand sent word saying he saw no reason why:he had to. 'thgt meeting, but Plinio
insisted on Brand's attendancé. Brand went to the meeting. There he saw Plinio,

set to coordinate the OA end the Front's efforts to help Plinio in the mountains.]
It was established also that Brand would coordinate his men in Pinar del Rio withT o
~the men the Frant conld wnrovide, ' : : o : !

= Through Brand met a man named Alfredo Izazuirrs Rivéai;zj::jj:

told Brana tmmt ne nad been trained in sabotage and that he had around 20 men"al'
organized in the City and Province of Havana. Brand told him that in due cdurs g
weapons and ssbotage and incendiary materials would be provided and that all Izag
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By this time, Brand had met a man known as Roberto Alvarez, who had & red jef i
and who said he had bsen trained in intelligence work, and that he h en in ¢
for several years. This man was introduced to Brand by obartl
was to help Brand in anything Brand would require of him. Erand found that Robef -
was available only after 5 p.m. and on Saturdays and Sundays. Brand found this §
Alvarez to be a sensible, educated and calmed individual. Brand told this man t§ -

- he would fini something for him to do. ]

Cabafias had given by now four safchouses, These safehouses were already inhaf
but the families living there were to receive anyene in needcof a safehouse, In[
of those houses Brand lived for two weeks. Another of those houses was used as ¢
safehouse for meetings. -

Through Cabanas and Benito Fernandez, Brand met a man named Oscar Rodriguez.f

. This man claimed to be one of the leaders of an organizations in the Province of
Oriente. They were willing to work provided they were supplied with weapons. Br¢
‘found the man to be honest, but dumb and unsxperienced. Nﬁuertheless, Brand ins
-- this man to keep in touch with Cabahas. j
By this time, Brand had. become a little bit uneasy about his H*sguzse. Duringf
perambulations around town, Brand had met by chance with many old friends. Nems}
them recognized Brand. One day, however, a boy named Nodal, member of Triple A,
saw.Brand -in a drugstore and recognized him. When Branu went out, Brand notlced
that two men in a car wers watching him., The car went around the block and star
_to follow Brand. When the car aporoached Brand saw Nodal and Silvio Martinez, aj
‘member of Triple A. Silvio called Brand and insisted on haV1ng 8 meetlnv with h
Brand was mad to see how irresponsible and indiscreet these fsllows were. Brand}
them an appointment, but Brand didn't attend to it. Brand had become unessy aboy
the disguise bescauss, although Bowas using a second halrniece, 1%t looked awfulljl
. bad, and many friends had warned Brand that the hairplecs looked s fales from a miidis
afar. They also said that the moustache looked too dark. Brand's conclusion abof
this is what follows:l)The disguise was very good, but hairpieces: don't last lon{ -
in Cuba's climate. If one wears fhem daily, as Brand did, they are not good for}
-more than twelve or fifteen days. 2) The disguise was good as lohg as it made BJ;‘%
a different man, but it was bad becauss it had ‘too distinctiVQ features, that 1§ :
‘that if the police radioced a description of a man with veory dark hair, very dar} . i
mouataehe,. nd a pair of somehow unusual glasses, it is swurs eneugh that Brand iy - @
-+ going to be caught, It is Brand's opinion that if a man is.te wesr a disguiss £
- .a long period of tims, this disguiso should not have. distinctive features. It s}
be difficult to describe the man in disguise, This is why from the very first d:,‘{
in Sepiember Brand kept asking Jim to send Karl to Cuba. Brand wanted to be .dis{ ~
in a different way. Another thing about disguises: the person in disguise shoul( .-}
- "always have enough materials at hand.In many occasibénssthe renlacements fer mouf - !
Yook too long to arrive to Cuba. The last ten moustaghes were rsceived in very P‘HE
shape and were so bad that Brand thought they had not been mads by Karl, or thal @
" Karl had made them in a hurry. - '
" By this time Brand had already met Mario Escoto a known consnlrator and old
friend of Brand. Escoto was Aureliano's renresentative in Cuba, and-the man-in | i
charge of Triple A, Brand offered weapons. to Escoto, provided Escoto zave Do.Zs, D
Escoto said he had to consult this with Aureliano, but nevérthesless, he- ‘said thj

- was golng to send Brand & map with the exact location of a D.Z, Brand also offel
Zscoto any money he might need, but Zscoto “$aid he didn't need n money. He implieq
that he had been provided thh 8ll the monsy he needed for his activities.: -}

By this time, Brand had notified the Company that all his men were to work u
the name of "Cuba Libre", and that this Organization was going to be le?;ff i:rj-
Benito Fernandez, Jose Cabanas, Helio Nardo, Alfredo Izaguirre, and Brai ~
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Throuzh Vidal Moralses, Brand met a man named Jaime Gomila Perez. Gomila was onel.
ot the lesaders gt the Union Vinatera Nacional, an associziion of wine intiustrialist
Brand saw Gomila three times. Somila offered to get the defection of the Under Sesci:

the Treasury (Subsecretario de Hacienda), Dr. Israsl Rodriguez. He also said thdi.
he could get the defection of one of the members of the 3upreme Court, whose name
Brand does not remembsr now. Gomila also said. Gomila hed also mads contacts with 4
Captain of the Army, stationed in Santiago, named Quintana Mena. This captain had #
a member of the G-2 and he wanted to cooperate with the forces fizhting Castro. Brg
instructed Gomila to g=t intelligence reports from this Captain, and also from thel
Subsecretario de Hacisnda and from the Member of tine Supreme Court. Gomila went tol
Santiago de Cuba.to see the Captain, but Brand doss not know the oucome of their i
mesting, because Brand didn't see Gomila aga;n. . f

One day Brand went to Fernandez Plana's house to have a meeuing with the m111ta"
chief of the Fronfin the Province of Pinar del Rio. Brand felt-he had noticed some |
surveillance around the placs. When Brand told this to Fernandez Plana. and his fri{
they adopted a somewhat we-don't-bslieve~in-ghosts attitude. They told Brand that
vere going to see the man from Pinar del Rio in a different place. They offered .
transportation fno Brand. Brand went with Anselmo, whose car was parked in front of "
Fernandez Plana's houss., After Anselmo had been driving for a while, Erand asked hi
i® he was looking through ths rear mirror, to see if they had been followed. A few
seconda after this remark, Anselmo said that a car was after them. Bravd therdinstry
Anselmo not to go to the meeting place. They began driving around town, end the cal
kept after them. Finally they went to Calixto Garcia's Hospital. Brand went into al
vbuilding, took off his moustache and glasses and went out by the same door he had ¥
to come in. The men vwho had been follow:.nb them were there, but it seems they dldnj
recognized Brand, who walked away. : .« -,

Around these days, while Brand was going to a mesting, he saw in ths streets an P
friend of his, Pancho Varona, a fellow conspirator against Batista. Brand intibed 1
to:coms into ths car. They talksd for a few minutes and set a date and place for a
meeting. Three days after that, Varona met Brand. Varona informed Brand that a few
days before an airplane had dropped equipment at El Escambray, and that the equipm
had besen caught by Fidel's forces. Brand asked some D.Zs. from Varona. Varona prom
to get. them, but.he looked juite skeptical about many things.3rand told him.

The next time Brand saw .Benito Fernandez, he said that Plinto's mother had visi
him, quite nervous, saying that his son had been captured at Z1 Escambray. Benito

"her that that was not true.

Prior to this meeting, Benito Fernandez had introduced “to Bran? two friends of
named Enriaue Berrose, and another young man by the name of Cruz? lhey identified
- themselves as friends of Nino Diaz. Brand offered them help, and asked them to coo
their efforts with Brand in the province of Pinar del Rio. They said that they hag
talk those things with Nino Diaz before making any definits arrangement. They salq -
Cruz was going to lMiswi to ses Nino Diag. Thoy wanted Brand to establish bona fidq
Nino Diaz so hei« night trust Brand. Brand sent a flash to Jim Bowdin, asking him
establish Brand's bona fide with Nino Diaz. Many days passed by, and Brand was, not
able to continue negotiations, because no answer ever came Trom Jim Bowdin or any
member of the Company. Prior to this meeting with Barroso and Cruz, Brand had had
a first meeting with Barroso. Benito Fernandez ‘knew that Barroso and Cruz had uany
hidden weapons in Havana.

“Through Losada, Brand mst a ‘man nam*d Juan Tabran-s. This man Tabranes K:z::jz;{.

AR e b

the leaders of"Resistencia Agramonte". Losada had informed him of his dealiwgs wif
] Brand. He said that in order-to get a final agreement with "Cuba Libre", he ha

inform a man named Rossel, who is living in the United DtauaS. Taoranes looked wil
to come to an agreemsnt with B*and. -
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By this time, Prand has received information through Cabanas of the frequent cd
of Raul daul Casiro to the *m“assy of Checoeslovaguia. We tried but could not reni
house acroos the street. Brand had instructed Roberto Alvarez to make a plan rfor
casing of ths nlace and also for the killing. The handa of the vroffessional could
seen in the instructions given by Robarto Alvarez. At last, we got word that Raul
Castro was goinz to live in Crients, and since ve weres not aa}e to rent the house g
the plun was dropped.

In his lest me=tinz with Brand, Cesar Lancis had informed him of the possibdili
of killing Fidel at the National Hotel, where he used to go to have dinner with thg
employeess. This was also told to Roberto Alvarez, who began thinking about plans:

regarding the National Hotsl and Pekin Restaurant. :
Rumors began to.spread around town that Plinio had besen captured somewhere near
2l Escambray mountains. :

Mesnwhile, Cabafas had seen Brand several times, and had informed him o% the
recruitings he had made for Cubs Libre samong the drivers and conductors of Cooperat
de Cmnibus Aliados. N

Finally, the nswspapers in town published some nictures of Plinio Prieto after ny
capture near El Escambray. The summary irials begane. The day befors the execution,
is, the 1lth of Cctobker, came to see Erand. He informed Brand thal
Juan Mendez'and some other groups wsrz Toinz to start shooting around town in order
~provs the Jovarnment that tha Cuban People was against the executions, and on the st
of the rabsls. bsked Brand how many wen could he gi t L 8
around town. Brand snswered that nhe had no men available for that.[
askad if Brand had any men avallable to trv to reacua Plinio. Brana—anaareu—traerEﬁ
could give armed men for that purvose. also asked ebout Brand's
possibilities in men to help in an atiempt against Ficdel's life at Mulgoba. Brand
answered that hs could zive armed men for that action.The "we-must-do-something" at]
("tenemos que hacer alzo"), is the worst thing that can happen in a conspiracy. hel”
Brand realized that all thz leaders in the different zroups wanted to start shootin
withioul plans or any definite purpose, Brand began to have sbrong doudbts about the
seriousness or coordination of the sfforts that were under WeY e

After Plinio's execution, morals came to an all time low. Brand instructed Caba

1o start sabotags on the bussss in Havana. Brand sent a flash tq[ linsisti
on the urgsncy of receiving incendiary and demolition materials. o answer. In the
between the 17th and the 24uh of October, more than one hundred busscs were damaged
Hovana by pouring starch or emery in the radiators.

Benito Fernandez had informsd Brand that Guido Gonzalez Bustamante had seen Bsni
and had inguired about Brand's whereabouts. Benito said that Brand was out of Cuba.
Guido then said that Miguel Isa Fresneda, a former friend of Erand and nresently
holding a high position at the Ministerio de Gobernacion, had informed Guido that E
was in Havana, under disguise, and offering monsy and weapona to differsnt underzro
organizations. Isa's son in law, named Nelson Barroso, wes a member of the Judicial
Police in Cubs.

Feanwhile, Nano Alonso, former member of the Army, and present member of the Fro
in the Province of Pinar drl Rioyhad sent a message to Dr. Nardo. In that msssage t
Nardo, Alonso sazd' ;Lt is a shams that you refused to work with us at the Front,
have permitted YRSTES dccolvcd by the man of the hairpiece and the dyed moustache"
answered saying that he had known the man of the hairpiece for many years, and uh&t
iman never tried to decelive anyon

Brand had nsver contacted or acnt messages either to Nafio Alonso or to Miguel Iz

=aneds.

One aftsrnoon, around the 16th of Octobcr, while Brand-.was in a car driven by
Fifa Portugal, a woman employse of the Zleciric Comwpany, Brand noticed that thres
olicemsn in a patrol car wesre insistently sturing at hin. f“v patrol car went an=ad
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Erand's car, and s3ince 3rand was n=ar his safehouse, he gog,out of ths car. Whan fir

L




iooked &t 3rand and 3peeded up the car zound ths blocke Szfore thsy could zet to
Brand, Brand had entered into his safehouss, at Hotel Vista Al Mar,
-ext day, Braad vent to ons of his

safzhouses to try to make an appolntiment witl
= was very well located, but Brand naver liked the

WEY 10 whaich rBnte, a cuban ewployese of the Comp@ay, had built up the cover for ih

safehouse. When Brand reached this apartment, he found that it had been sealed by

{ ths ﬁov~rnm*nt, a5 it had been done with hundreds of emplty mpartments in the city.
/ That didn't prove anything, except that the cover had not been well built Upe
Brand mads an appeointment wztn] IBOth started walking around the
city for about two hours. Brand told | that he had dscided to discontinue oper
and come to Washington to ses | [

Brand then went to see Alfredo Izaguirre, and stayed at his placs for a wesek. I
to= meantime, and through Izaguirrc's friendgat tha Hmbassy, Brand sent a flash to
informig him of Brand's decision to discontinus overations. At the end.
oI ThRat wesk, Alfredo Izaguirre returned home onz night quite unsot and told Brand
that it was better for him to zo to live somewhsre elss.

Through Benito Ferrnandez, Brand made contact with a very well known physician na
Dr. Bernardo Milanss. Though Brand had dscided to discontinus opsrations, he recrul
Dr. Milanes, who was willing to bring a:group of about 30 of his fellow physicians
to work with Cuba libre. IR

But then, Benito Fernandez came to ses Brand and lold him thal Ilino Diaz was in
Santiugo, making contacts with differsnt groups. Since Brand had been told by Alfre
Izazuirre that he, Izaguirrs, had been approached by Hajor humberto Sori Marin, whq
73E§*§§%’%6 have thres other majors willing to revolt dgainst the Government, Brand
decided inmediately to go to Oriente and try to put lino Diaz in contact with Sori
Marin, because Sori Marin hed also stated that he had 500 men, and that he could
‘control 14 kilometers of ths southern coast in Oz;gnigf Brand wdnt to see Izaguirrs
and askéE‘EIE”:§§ggzzgifgﬁﬂgggtigf“ﬁi.h Sori Marin and tell him that Brand wanted
see him, either in Havana or in Orientsi™IZazuirre then told Brand, quite bluntly,
that his friends at the Embassy didn't know who Brand was, and had advized him to
discontinue his contacts with Brand until thsy could find out who Bran was. Brand
left Izazuirre's house in a rags. Ten days had elapsed from the day Brand ssnt the
flash to | and, ncverthcless, Izaguirre’s friends at the Embassy dldn't
know ard had not been able to find out, who Brand was.

Brand th=n went to see to inguire about the Company s preparati
 to take Brand out of tli= COURLTY. 8514 that he had not receivsd an anawer on 1t
but that thesy, the people from the TsHpany, had sent 8& 5000 pesos.

Benito Fernandez brought Brand a very detailed map poinling out a DeZ. at or nesa
La Gobsrnadora, in the northern coast of Pinar del Rio., The map was sent to the i
Company right away. Cabaflas informed Brand that steps had been taksn to produce 5
sabotage at the main Cigar Factories in Havana. f

Brand then saw Narde for the last time. Nardo was hizhly nlnased with the vay )
things wers going on in ths Province of Pinar del Rio, though he informsd Brand thy
Robayna was in despair bscause hs had not received the weapons that had been prowmig
to him. . )

Contact were wmade by Brand which sventually p*ouuccd his d“narturc from the
countrye.

By this time, the hairpisce looked awfully bade. Almost no zlus was 1lsft, and

e last moustaches that had bsen sent to Brand had each hair vointing in a diffsrant
dirsctions i
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