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A review of Subjectis fils has been made in connection with

a request from the C Ofﬁcer,@% Desk, with reference to ,
{nformation from the\Chief of ion, Parig)y that Subject's Washington -

. book store, as of the suwmmer of 19:,‘59,‘ was one ©
. 4n the Urited States where subscriptions could :
$in edited by the Repatriation Commdtiee of East Berline

in France, (See attached thermofaxe) o

Security files reflect thal in April 1957 the FBI advised that
Victor Petrovich KAMKTN;, Elena Andreevna KAMKIN and Mina SAPELKIN -
had been the subjects of an Internal Security - R type 4 nvestigatio
as of 1951 and thaty "There is no derogatory data of a subversive
nature in the files of this Bureau concerning

inquiry (KAMKIN). It should be noted, however, that Victor

Patrovich KAMKIN is currently of investigative interest to this -

. Bureau and,
- 4n behalf of the Central Intelligence Agency be handled by this

Bureate®
88 & BOUICes

According to an uhda’aed .b].ixid membrhndﬁm

ster and as of

pns SaredSrs o um), Nina SAPELKIN is Elena KAMKIN'S < o
Nina SAPELKIN was -

A B0 Laved wit

Samny 47423 1951 was iving uith the KAMKINs in Tennesse R
152G 1953w born in Russia 18 August 19123 and was evacuated from Shanghai to .
At moved 4 gamar, Philippins S

. -\‘;{’ﬂ -.\‘\'\\ (2]
Ve
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TRCh VA. FAom S
BINY Tslands under IRQ auspices in April 19L9, T
. accompanied by her husband Semen I N and their two childrene -
> &ne ceme to the United States in 1951 and lived in Tennesseo for .
a time with the KAMKINs, The SAPELKINs reportedly renounced
Soviet citizenship in Shanghal in September or October 19L8.

' " The KAMKINs also were born in Russia and KAMKIN attended
. high school and university
L 1955 he was in the printing end publishing business 4n Chingg and -
oo . éurdng 1946-47 says he was with “Special Services, Section II,
: ine", In 1947 he was co-publisher of "Free
was an anti-Soviet newspaper closed by pressure

Amph., Marine Corps", working on its newspaper, SR
Word? which he says = -
of the Soviet ' . L

bo bought for "RODINA",

and is p:.g&ii'é’&“i“ﬁ’éé’aled envelopes, has been forbidden'di’stribut:lonf‘j','f" o

the subject of your ... e

accordingly, it is requeated that any contact of him - -

It wes advised orally that the Buresu was using KAMKIN

(.;;ossibly.a Sfaff 0 |

in Harbin, Manchuriz. Thereafter untili*i_‘ S
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" the CIA Iibrary asa publications procurement channel. It isg, of

h of this Agencye

pesk were the well known Communist “Four Continents Book Store®,

.- wgpversal Distributors Company™ (#91916). These organizations are R
. pegistered under the Foreign Agenis Registration Act. The Four . _
.7 Continents Book Store 1s flagrantly Gommumiste needs no defiming; .
" and the "Imported Publications and Products" is reported to be e

' ' gganda in the United States. sUmiversal Distributore Company® is

e ~ were born in ™entsin, ons in 19

\‘ - o
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- . Consulate. From 1947 to 19L9 be stated that he was the owner of
2" the %Anchor Printing Shop" in which the "North China Marine®

. ¥ contimed publication in Teingteo, China. The KAMKINs came to
* '~ the United States in 19L9 arriving in San Francisco in Marche

R As of 1957 KAMKIN was being used on an unclassified basis by - - o
comrse, possible that Subject!s interest in "RODINA" is on behalf 5

The other book stores involved in the report to the French

(M8-2000), "Imported Publications and Products® (MS-2001-I) and

ons of the four principel outlete for Commnist political prop= = -

described as tan officiel distributor of Commnist Party Id.terature'i. S
and as "Commnist controlled®, It is the distributing agenoy for . . . '
the Four Continents Book Store. o

¥ . ' : ’ oL
Information fxom a rellable confidential informant reflects .

;7 - that during the sumuer of 1959 KAMKIN indicated he plannsd to
- .- opon & branch book store in San Francisco to be operated by Se
C . SAPEIXIN. The store was %o be called Znanie, Russian Book Store,
N, 07 and located at 5237 Geary Street, San Francieco. This S. SAPELKIN, '
--4dm a1l probabllity, is Mrs. KAMKIN's brother-inelaw Semen Xe -

SAPELKIN, MS-5000, who with his wife Nina, nea DAVIDOVA, aka - SRV
DAVIDOF, was the subject of an FBI Record Check Request in May

1955, (The wife Nina, per the check shcet, resided at Foute S
1, Van Leer, Tennsssee from 1951 to 1952, which was the KAMKIN's =

address during this period.)

The 1955 FBI Record Check Request on SAPELKIN indicated that .

" he wae formerly a paimber; that hies wife Mina was a dentist] that
. both were born in Russie; that he arrived in the United States .
" from Frence arcund the end of 158), was stateless end had his first

. paper; and that she arrived in San Francisco 5 June 1951. They .
 were residing at 105 Harverd Street, N.W., Washington, De Co -
(which was the address of Subject?s book store); and had formerly

resided in Tientsin and &mngl’min:hina. Both tla;ir children
and one in 19LJ. S

An RY check requested in 1957 for USIA indicated that the name

o Semen I. SAPELXIN appeared in a report from a reliable source in .-

May 1950, which dsalt with refugees in an IRO camp at Guinan,
Samar, Philippine Islands; and, according to the refort, he had . N
_ baen a member of the Russian Residents Association (probably Russisn -
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. Bugrants Associstion) and of 'the Soviet Club in Shﬁnghgi. , ~'»

" ‘”crees-refqrencing of his name to "Foreign Service Dispatch, Hong Kong

#02, 22 pugust 19527, the subject of which was "Contact of Mre x
Verdemdn(VASILIEVITCH 'SAPELKIN with the Hong Kong Consulate General®;
- ‘while wlts of a 1957 "K" check based on this. same “Foreign . - .-
. Servi patch, Hong Kopg #L02, 22 August 1952, Secret®, - - U
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An'ONI name check on KAMICIN; in November 1954, rei‘lected the

reads gs followst "Mr. SAPELKIN reported that he had recently . .
received various commmications from & White Russian friend of his, S
Mr. Victor P. KAMKIN who was formerly head of the Russian Emigrants ... . -
Associstion in Tsingteo, China. Mr. EKAMKIN left China early in .
1549 and has resided in the United States since that time, Both
SAPELKIN and KAMKIN reportedly had certain contacts with a Eugens
OORDENEV, Ruseian-speaking officer attached to the (-2 Section of
" the First Marine Division in Tientsin following the Japansse Surrender
4n 1945, Mr. KAMKIN has now written to Hong Kong asking Mr.

L " SAPELKIN to supply certain econcmic information on North China and -
; . Manchuria for the use ~FIhe Vimerican Govermment'. Mr. KAMKIN - i

indicates that he is involved in certain intelligence activitiese™ . .

/in a lstter of 13 July 1950, offering his services to ON', Subject

Tamed GORDENEV as ons who could ngubstantiate my work in China%e -
ONI advised CIA that their records contained no derogatory infor- . =
mation regarding Subject, but that ONI did not contemplate utiliz- .
ing his services, v o _ . T

Subject's friend "Mr. SAPELKIN® may well be Mr. Verdemin

cot s ” |
oty &Vhe Vasilievitch SAPELKIN, the Subject of Hong Kong Mspaten, #1102,

4o 4n all probability is related to Mrs. KAMKIN's brother-in<law, .
Semen I. SAPELKIN. : o : s

VY. LR

" According to a 1955 RI check conducted on one Alexander s.

Ay

RIOFF for G-2, @ report of 17 May 1950 advised thal RIOFF (who . = - ..
/ had been described as an "0ld Sovist worker®) was closely associated - -

with Verlamin Vasilievitch SAPELKIN, en alleged Soviet agent at = -
the IR0 Camp at Samars, P. I. As reported above, Mrs, EAMKIN's = .
sister Nine and her husband Semen SAPELKIN were evacuated to Samar, S

P. I., from Shanghai under IRD guspices in April 1919.

Veniamin Vasilievitch SAPELKIN's friend ORIOFF, according to
a report of 8 April 1950, was alleged to have influenced a distriet
leader of the IRO Camp at Samar with pro-Soviet propaganda, and to
have worked with a mmber of other pro-Soviet internees in the camp
to SBovietize the Russian refugees interned there., According to a
report dated 5 May 1950, ORIOFF allegedly was believed to bea
Joviet agent, (The report noted that thlg information originated .

©  4n the IRO Cemp in Samar; that much information originating there

had proven umreliable; and that the reliability of this particular
i{nformation hed not been determined.) ‘ - L
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. However this may be, it appears that there could be much truth . o
in the allegations, Information in Becurity files reflects that . . | i
ORLOFF very possibly is identical with & nGount ORLOFF of the .
Russian Commlttes"s (apparently a committas of i Mo assisted o Y
the Cowmercial Counselor for ihe Bulgarien Legation in securing - o
TR0 employment, for ene Bogdana OTTAL, a posaible Soviet agent in - - =
Faris who was living with and was engaged to marTy Kiri) VASSIIEV, . f
who was believed to be an agent of the Bulgarian Military Intelligence .. !
Service. "Count ORLOFF" also helped arrange OTTAI's entrance into e i
the United States. Alexander Se ORIOFF and "Count ORLOFF" may well - . i

be identical with Alexender ORIOFF, DL-2881, a highly suspect S é
sndividusl of Russien birth, and 8 former AUTORG employee who was . 'l
security disapproved by 0SS in 1943, This latter individual, per L

. @& 1943 088 investigation, was kuown &% nThe Count®e - IR -

o 7" A December 195l staff C memorsndum regarding KAMKIN, reéortOd -
o “that une171ua d information dated 1 Jube 19148 indlcatied that ops -

Victor N./KAMKIN was involved in a money printing transaction with

the-Jap 63 4in which he used the machinery of the Chihli Press -

in Tientsin to facilitate the counterfittinge The souros of this
information had pointed out the possibility that Victor No o
might be identified in some wey with & V. Po KAMKIN who was nemed . ,
as a character reference by one Vladimir Vasily IVASHKOFF. (IVASHKOFF - = -
yas not identified.) The memorandum advised that according to 8 -
report dated 1 Juns 1948 frem & Ue Se Naval Attache, Nanking, to. .
the American Ambassadors Nenking, Ve No KAMKIN was 3 printer and
publigher in Shanghel and Jater was in charge of the Russian = . .
Publishing House known as Nashe ZNANIE, He was closely assoclated .

- with Bernard S GARD of the Chihli Press, who in turn wes P
agsooisted wi \a‘]log'ed Soviet esplonage agent Olgs NAKVASIN.

S

According to the Staff C memorandum s a report from the FBI

. dated 1L August 1953 indicated that a source of unknown reliability}

stated that one Victor KAMKIN, who operated a book store as a
possible cover in Tientsin, China, acted as & paid informer of

the Japanese during World War I3 and was a paid s nformer of Ue Se -
Army Tntelligence after the Were With the assistance of the
American ¥Military govermment in Pgingtao, China, he bscame Chelirman
of the Russian Tmigrant Society in Psingtao in 1948, There Seems
small doubt that this Victor KAMKIN is identical with Victor Ne
KAMKIN, and with Subject, Victor P. KAMKIN who was formerly head
of the Russian Tronigrant Association in Psingtao, Ching, accord-
ing to his friend SAPELKIN, as reported in Hong Kong pDispatch

#4102, Note that Victor N. KAMKIN was in charge of a Russian
Publishing House in Chimna known as Nashe Znenie; apd that the
branch store Subject intended to open in T Yrancisco (and may
nave opened) was also 10 be called Znarie (this work in Russian’

means "Knowledge® Yo

Eernard'”s. fDGAﬁD'of tﬁe Chihli Press, _referred to
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above a8 a close associate of Subject and also of alleged -
Scviet espionage agent Olga NAKVASIN, is ths Subject - -
" of SSD file #35095. ROGARD is a former U. S. Marinpe whose . .= .
*  parents were Polish-born and who 1lived in China for :
. twenity years prior to returning to the United States im
R . 1950, He allegedly was pro-Soviet, le: ridiculed White .. .°'-.. T
SLwiote 0 Russians who did not avail themselves of Soviet citizenm- '~~~ ... -
b0 o7 ehdp made available to thems hired as Fditor of his RS
ER ... pMentein Evening Journal, following its resumption after
.0 & the War, one Leonoff wno was an employee of TASS; :
-~ . . followed a Commnist inspired line in his nswspaper;
L and published without ccmment in his Tientsin Everding
oo . Journal a letter discrediting American M ary Police
T Tn Tlentsin, comparing them unfavorably with Soviet '
.. . Military Police in Harbin who were praiged in glowing
‘. .. .  termsj etc. ROGARD, nif used® by Project PILLAR,
ST " was to be limited to Category II3 but his wifg, Reuza -
Ibragimoff ROGARD, #79069, had{glearance for a Mveryld
sensitive use on,anothsyr Projesct - e
Mrs. ROGARD appears to have'hadl H e

e e B . aeu

1953, Her association with

0+ May 1959, with thetermination ST Pro ect s
' _ she gave Ja\therd time" for months and refused T
To sign har secrecy & eamanﬂ(until 30 November 1959 . - .

P arious relatives of s have in the past been
CoT associated with th Mrs. ROGARD appears to
RN . have had much the same history as Subject. She was _
R . born in Russis of Russian-born parents, of Turko-Tartar
. - nationality; left Russia in 1919 for Harbing was R
educated in Mukden and Tientsing and was employed in

Tientsin in various import-export firms, etc. (No .
thorough study has been made of the ROGARDS! files.)/
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