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Bite} : @\ ) } formar staflfer
8702 Lay Poinbte Driva

Taapa, Floarida 33515
813-854-8510

SUBJECT:  Debriofing on Training and Deomolitions Given to Anti-
Castro Cuban Exiles

PLACE : Holiday Inn (TampalAirport) -
Tampa, Florida

TIME ¢ 14 Jamuary 1977
0900 - 1445 hours

1. Purvose: To debrief A on questicns posed by tho
Department of Justice remarding anti-Castro Cuban axiles. Theszo
questions, in general, covered training and explosives/detonation

deiiaess given to these exiles.

2. HMeeting: A fame to my motel room (503) on Friday
morning at 0900 and departed at 1645. During this time, beth of us
sat in easy chapfis in front of a picture widow on the 5th foor - lir.

N Bid 95$ of the talking. Weither of us gol up durinzg this veriod,
a strech of almost 8 hours. A~ was most intartaining, but only
marginally informative as to specific details on the questions probhed
to him. Ho spins a good story and remembers people and places wvary
well, Iy bona fides for the meeting was a call from s, 3heila
0'Neil to @ "[a day before I arrived in Tampa. A is a little
goosy, because of a DEA connection (below), and checked mp out thru
a phone call to the motel by his wife. Incidentallyr, I used true
name with A '

[y

3. Resultsﬁ A povered the following tonics with me:

a. Trailning: On Panama and the facilities wsed,f the best
could remember, Ft. Sherman was open in about Ausust or
September 1960 to train Cubans for about a 2 to 3 month period.
There were about 40 to 50 men, mostly ARTIME followers. When it was
decided a bigger gronp would be nseded, which later becama Brigade
2506, these peopls were sent to Rotalhuleu (Guatemala) xrddxmiX in
abont Hovember 1960, _Actually, the gronp was split, with some going
to Guatemala and others to.the New.Orleans area. As to other tralnine
in Panama, A& |has no knowledge. (noTE: A |surgested that Mr.
w A, b, retired staffer currently in the New Orleans area,

might be a good source. A lwas C/ops for the invasion Task Force,
as we4l as Deputy for PM and C/Ops for JIHAVE at one time. )

S-E-~C-R-E-T

0y

3 - .
FEiver CUMA C—\\ui:{ & LK(}‘,A-;,/J .
. 1

>



14-00000

o o Supplies: As Lo explosives, Lime delay uses, resol
coagrﬁl dovises, detonation miterials, cle. eciven Lo Lhn“o 0(1Lu",
B |said, ”Iook ovar the sapply mamial for thal time, Apparent L
the exiles were given averything that was available and in larie
quantlfdvo. & |said he just could not bagin to ylvo me a list
of what had besn pass 0]

9

c¢. Infil Toams: After the Bay of Pirs invasion, A
worked wilh infiltration teams. Tha Agency worked wilh thesas teans
from roughly 1963 to 19456, Thay were in two catapories. The [first
ware unilateral Leqms traininy and sponsored Ly the Azency The
other calapory wa ”holltwoal" Loans -~ that ds politiceal gronpn in
soutthern Flor1da who were sponsoring infiltrations into Cuba,

The Azency helpad this later g catarmory by riving them supplias,
Tn the case of both, they usually made u caches in Cuba. The
~unilateral team, as an example, would make a cache on-island, ani
another group would pick it up and use it (compartmentation).
In some cases, teams (both unilateral and L011t10d!) would not
actually make the cache and k keep the material in Florida, to be
used later at their own convenience, 1In addition, A& lwas positivs
that some of Castro's troops obtained some of these caches, due Lo
foul-ups and snitches. These caches containes pistols, rifles and
heavier, money and demolitions. Some of the teams cheated by foing
to the Bahamas and buryinh their stuff on small 1“]ania and reporiing
back to Florida that they had cached in Cuba, A stated several
times that there was no effective control over the "political"
groups and thersfore no conlrol ofer the material riven them, From
this, we may surmize that Agency aquipment (demolitien included) was
in the hands of anti-Castro Cubans in south Florida, as well as
Castro's Rebel Army on-island.

d. - Brigade Trainine: . Further to demolitien training. to

Anti-Castro Cubans, A, reminded me that shortly after the Brisade

was ransomed from Cuba, Brlgadn leaders were taken to Palm Beach
and talked with President Kennedy. At that time, the US Govt offered
Brigade members .the chance to Joln the U.S., arsyy. This also included
infil team merbers, who were completely seperate {rom the Brigade, and
members of the Biigade airforce. The Army end of this training was
given at Ft. Benning, Georpia and bepan in early 1953. There, Brirade
members entered the U.5. Army at rouhly equivalent ranks - officers
were made 2nd Lts. They received Ranger training, plus. jump trainine.
Thus, A said, if any exiles were trainineg in domolations and related
toplesy thete beqt training was probably given at Ft. Benning. llost
of these men were in the U.3, Army for eoither 6 months or one year.

e. Cubana Bowbing: A  was specifically asked about ths
6 October 1976 bombing kha of the Cubana airliner in the Garibbean.

A | said the street-word among the Cuban community in south Florida

-4s that the bomb should have gone off in the plane on the ground. The
bombers did not mean to kill all of those people. On BOSCH, the
communlty does not particularly like him, but admires him because he
had been going at Castro tooth and nail for years. They do not like
the idea of terrorism and fault BOSCH and MORALES for this.
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s 7 . _v@k had read tha recent arbiclas in thn
papers about tho introduction of Swine Fever iubo Cub by tho A
i 1972, Ho had 12 knowledpa ol this. f\» did aclk i€ wo hal
chockedlwitih DTATTT “Ho said when he had boen with the Ay as a-

Special Forces typa, it was unbelieveable what the Armz had dope

5 [38 TURTEIr I, £t oL e e M s s 3 §- . . -3 §

VD WG UL LAY wa st CUadniing an Lhe States, e mentioned ax
nazaeel 2 brainine exercise in HYC, when a fake substance was inko-

duced into the water of a hotel where Pres, Bisenhowor was stayine-,
In any event, %ymk A said if Swine Fever had been inlrodncord

into Cuba, he wouldn't doubt that the Army/DIA had come hand in iy,
espocially if the sc-called sources elaimed it cama out of Ft. mlick,

143

f. Assassinations by the Apency: A said he had absolutely
no knowledps of assaséinations, attempts or plans, by anvone in the
Agency during his tour. Not only wera they prohibited be the Agency,

hey were counter-productive, Tt was explained to him during hi-
Azency tour that! thcere was a cood chance of an assassination back-
firing; that we (U.S.) are morn vulourable to assassinations than

the Cubans or Soviets. Therefore, as far as he was concarned, they
were strictly verboton. Editorializing, A i5aid it was too bad
that the upper-echoloasdid not believe in this restriction. On top
of that, they approacherd mafiosa to help them. (ROTE: A s
rather anti-Kennedy, especially Bobby, with whom he was in a shoul in:-
match during a hearing on the Bay of Pigs invasion. )

h. Asséésination of Peruyero: Juan Jose Farnvero, ‘a Bar
of Pigs veteran and leader of the Brigade 2506, was runned down last
Wweek as he loft his home in Miami, A sald the word on tho shraal
armong the thn\community s that this was dons by tho IGI as a warnine-
to the anti-Cubans in Miami. Feruyero had no enemies - he was not
into drugs, crime, politics, ete. By killing him, the Cubans wers
warning the community that thoy could strike anywhere and anyono,
Thus, watch out and lay off Cuba and Cuban citizens. Ir anyono else

-had besn killed, perhaps the killing could have been blamed on

the mafia, drug dealers, politicians, ete, A copy of an aditorial
from the Tampa® Tribune of 14 Jan 77 is attached, below, o
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1. Assas SJH 1t10n of lettalior: While on assassinationn,
this cane onbtered s conversation. He has xwo-;w‘r zenal knowladen
of what l:apponed. Again, howover, he gavo me the "street vord, "
Te Hiamd, the Cuban community is s5aylng thqt Lhe same people who did
Pa SOLTEN D Lo Formwd] bihe et alieor ooy b S Tanbto Trofioav-
arrangod‘fox the Lettalier killing - h*rod And paid the killers.

For this reason, the Chica co fanlJy of the Mafis is furious with
Traficdante, because he 1o/or will bring healt on the Mafia. The
reason for Irtfjcunta doing it177 Fidel Castro hired him and paic
him well to do it. The word is that Traficante has bLeen COOP°F)L1)P

with the DGI and Fidel since he departed Cuba, Fidel wanted Rosseoli
killed, because of Rosseli's part in the assassination attempt against
Fidel, A emphasized that that this is not his theory, but uovi

from the otreet in Miami.

J. CBS Show on Cuba: A said C¥3 is pl mmmT a show
on the "Lagacy of the Bay of Pigs,” which should ba broadeast in
avout. May 1977. CBS has already 'hof xeanx interviews in Miami,
1nclud1nv ons with Peruyero (above) before he was killed, plus

varding the aftermath of his assassination. Currently, the CB3

crev is in Cuba - they hops to film the beaches at the Pay of Firs -
which had been suggested to them by A A has also been

interviowed and has given hls opinions for the TV showing., Vhils
in Cuba, the CBS crew hopes to also interview Fidel - also at the
surpestion of A . The fellow Lehind the show is named CRILE and
he has talked té~ A& extensivoly. According to A | the show
would have bosn very anbi- Agency in its comments, bubt he A )
has turnsd this around almost 180 degrees!!! As planned, the
show will be two hours and shown in May 1977. ‘ o

]

k. Brigade 2505: On the Brigado, & lsaid be had beon
an apol"tlcal organization. Individuals of any political shade had
been members and politics had not really entered Brigade Associstion
business, Last year, howsver, they joined with Orlando BOSCH, awmong
others, to help form CORU. How, the Brigade is embarrassed and wished
they had never joined CORU. They with-drew shortly after the Cubana
bombing in October 76. However, the damage has been done to the
Brigade Association, which A /considers a shame. On the CBS film
(above), A isaid he was filmed attending an anniversary meeting,
ThiRks same meetln;v ‘was where C8s fllmed Peyuyero.

1. A R DEA: “hen A rotired from the Agency, ho
moved to Key Wast. He came to the attention of DEA, especially to
Lou Conine, an ex-Agency 6fficer now with DEA. A ‘calls Conine
an SOB and worse. He went into a long explaination of his activities
with DEA in Key West. .In summary, he was a P/A and ran a string of
informants. Because of internal DEA politics, he was blown and left
dangling on a'string in Key West. He had to leave town within 24°
hours and left his people (informants) there without calling or
warning thein. As a result, he lost friends, prestige with his
informants (many of them Cuban exiles) and his business in Key West,
In peneral terms, he was treated very shabbily by DEA and regrots
sver having wmixed with them. He is still in contact with one of
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our on-2{icor; 2 .. Aeccenting to A 6 will bie
reburning toe Lhe Aqenay short ly, 3 Jis Familioe with Lhe
operation in Kay “Josl,  Anobher ex-Arency emvlovos was also in-

volvel fin bhis operalion, ano S The vndersiened knew

in Vietaa - he wmas oo oconbrant eemlovas al ahvea? TR o

DEA he amickly rose to G3-10 and was directing the Key “est operation.
den it folded, acconding Lo A y A ‘was busted to G3-13 an?

sent back to Washington, where Re 95 now working in DEA's Inspention
Divislon (similar to our IG SLallf). A& jwas also aware of anohiap
ox-Azoncy employae, () [ , who was Lo mo Lo exico undar
DEA "deep cover". According Lo A A ©  was Lo be inpvelved

in assassination oparations arainst Maxican dealers am) pitshers,
Instaad, e ended up in Bl Paso for ahout a vear and is now

in Hiami., The unlersigned personally knew O , hul did not
know of his spocific assigmment within DEA.  (NOTE: ‘hile the ahaove

2

is a little rambling, this is the way. the debriefine of A went
‘all afternocont) : h

'
i

n, ‘E;"ig_lgggfgjiukr I had read &'z mannsceriph,
"The Bay of P'igs" belforo doparting YWashineton. Lyncht explained Uhat
he had dictaled this paper amd had a couple of sacrotarias type iL
out. It is only in very rouch form and he wanted to zot his thousrhis
down on papsr. As he indicates in the papery, hs wantad to get the
facts straight. He fesls that since he was thero and part of the
invasion, he hss<a unique view poinl of the Bay of Pirs and wants

bo see that history reflects his pobition., As indicabled sarlier,

A is rather Litter apainst tho New Frontier, the Kennodys anl
Camelot, This is reflected in his manuscript, “‘k claimed that
much of his papor had been "stolen” in that he explained the invasion,
for instanco, to the CBS crew and they were using soma of his maberial
in the soon to hee be shown program dsscribed above. In addition,

- /& mentioned that he had spoken to the Agency historian - can't
recall his pame - on who is also writing a bLook (clas=ilied) on the
invasion. As to publication, ib seems to be in the distant future.
Ha does not plan to po to a publisher, where he would xex raceivs
royalty payments of around 5%. Rather, he plans to publish on his
own, probably in Miami, and realize close to 1007 profit. It micht
cost him kka in the area of $5,000, but he could realize a profit of

about $30,000 depending on sales.

n. Mlsc,: mﬁ; ‘also spoko about personalities within the
Arency. He mehtioned Ted Shackley, "Dum'Dum"Dimmer, many people in
LAD who had a part in the invasion or JMJAVE. = 4 is a member of
the retired Agency employeces association that Dave Phillips formed,
As such, he has appeared several times on Tampa radio and TV shows.
To. me, he appears to be an articulate defender of the Agency.

4. .Conclusion: For me, this was a most interesting interview,
As far as results, the inlerview indicated to me that we can eet
broad-brush overviews from retired Azency employsses, and fow details.
To answer specific questions from Congi¥ess and/or the Department of
Justice, we must contirue to dig and come up with documents from

S-li=C-R-E-T
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Azancy Ciles. Unforbtuneallyr these documanls appear to be nost
dilfienlt to locate and retrigve, many of them burled in retired
file holdings. )

5. Recoumondations: Wo should contine to seek information
frov retived frency omployaees, especially when it appears that ther

LI [N PR |

gy wnbimmbel, lovoived Lo Who pasticulnr cvenh o acbiciio i
which we are interasted. This should be a salective process and

used only when we believe tha retiree could contribute to our
immediate ingquiry. The documented facls, howoevar, are still neoded
to.answer questlons posed to us officially by other Goverumant
entities,

LA/Cps A/

e o’
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