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EUBJECT: Relations with Manoio RAY and the MRP
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< June 1961

MEMORANDUM FOR THE RECORD $

I. For background see my memoranduro of 1£ May 1961, rezorting ea
my long sesslon witn Manolo RAY, Rogelio CISNEROS (Eugenio) and Ernesto
BETARCOURT. As will be noted in that memorandum, Manolo promised 1o
come uy with & prospecius within approximaiely ten days! time, alter conw
sulting with his leaders (o Cuba,

'd

£, On} June 1961 Mr. Barnes called me to say that My, Coodwin had
been visited by br. Ernssto BETANCOURT wao asked for lowmediate iinancial - -
swpport for certain activitles of the MRF which would run arcund $10, L3v
dollare. Mr. Barnee asked me 10 contact BETANCOURT for the pui-ose of ]
ascerialning what the funde were to be used for, exactly how much nseded, ete.
I called BETANCOURT and he s0ld me that | saould get these details from
CISNEROS (Eugenio), who was staying at room 539 at the washington Hotel.
1 called Eugesalo and niade a daia for oue «nd Ray DuBsis {2zy Adams s the
name he uses with Hay and Cisnercs) 1o calt upen him. We called op CISNERQOS
&% approximately 1815 bours | June, and be informed us thas he had urgem ‘
meed {or pesos for use in support of his saboisge and underground activities
in Cuba. He said his zeople were abaclumely without funds, needed money for
liwing expenses, transporiation purchese of sphntage scuinment, sir faves fow
courlers, and for assisting people to get out of prisoa. He said that it was
now possible for pecple to buy their way out of prison by bribing one of the
meoy *coausunist lawyers and judgecs. He thought that 44, C6U or 60, Lol
would meet immmediate needs and that sorme sort of arrangement shouald be made
10 receive funds - 3U, 400 monthly or theresbonts - on a fixed and permanent
basie. . ' ' L

. 3. We made 8o commitment 1o Fugenio other than to oq-' thet we would

ﬁ'.’-pau his plea along 1o the {nterested poople. 1 reminded him tha: we had neked

Bim and Manols to presare & plam for consideraiion and thet we were still
walting for thet plen. [ sald [ personally doubted 1that enything could be dous

.- until the plan was recaived from RAY. He ssld AManolo was planning o come ;o':

%ashingion on the afternoon of & June with the plan, but that he himseli was :
baving to return to Miami immediately and it was vital he be able to take the
mongy with him, srrange in Aami for purchase of the pesos {at vate af i al =
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money slresdy in Cuba - dollars would be delivered 10 owners of the 72808 who
-are ia Miami). Itold him I wounld call him in the morning to let bim know how

things stood. _ .

4. ldiscussed our meeting with CISNERCS with Tracy Barnes om the
moraing of 2 June. k was Tracy's opinfon, in which I keartlly concur, that
we should put ot no money whatsoever until e have had a chance o esamine
Manolo®s plan and to study just what repercussions or ramifications tkere
would be, policy-wise and otherwise, 10 2 decislon 10 aseist the MAP
exilaterally; that is, omside the Council and pPresumably without MIRO's
knoowledge or consent. Since RAY has withdrawn his group {from the Council
with a gres: deal of fan{are, it is rmost ualikely that MIRG would look indly
on any assistence 1o RAY, especially since he feels he has a rather {irm
promise {rom the President to deal only through MIRO,

5. RAY, upon arrival in Washingtoa, will presumably take his plan (along
with BETANCOURT}) directly to Mr. Goodwin and { would also presume that
Goodwin will pass it down to Tracy snd Tsacy to us. Ray DuBois, wbo has
beea Liznola’s case olficer, is standing by In the event he should be needed.

6. Ipersonslly feel very stroagly thet we should do sothing to sujport the -~
plan, whatever it is, until we have received from the White House and the
Depariment cloar-cut, uneguivocal policy guidance on the overall plan. [ also
fesl that now is the tme, if we are going t9 support the MRP unilaterally, to
insert a pon-official cut owt into the operstion. [ would recommend that cone-
slderation be given to using Mr. harvy Pieper (2 #AVE contract employee)
oa 3uis o, Harvy {6 iemperaicaially sviivd, has a gooc business head, is
fluent in Spanieh (lived <8 years in Caoba), is cleared, follows directioss,
completely bonest aad iremendously conscientious.. I would be harder to
find a better person.

7. Also, 1 would like to point out the security risks inherent in any srrange-
ments with the RAY-BETANCOURT-CISNEROS trio. These fellows bave had
easy acceéc to the White House and to the Deparicent, are nolorious for their

.‘planned leaks °, will probably presume ail the Department officials they deal
" with are privy to the srrangement, and before we know it the whole exile
community will be well aware that we are providing financial and maserial
8upport to the RAY group. I am oot srguing against providing such support,
_but am merely polming out the real potential for embarrassment to us if the
‘matier I8 not handled with the greatest of precautions, | feel they have become
o0 closely identified with U, S, ~olficialdom, including ruyself, and that the '
plausible denial aspects, 10 date at least, are almost non-eristent, .
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