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1. In an article by Pedro Lais DIAZ Lanz, former Chief, Cuban Air Parce,
which appeared in PARADE of the Washirngton Post on 3 January 19650 entitled
"Why I Fight Fidel #CASTRO® {(201-37+56 ;, the folloving statement is mades

“My doubts grev when I accompenied him om his official visis
%o Yenezuela., He put on & big act of not wvanting to neet Venezuela's .
top Compunist, Gustavo MACHADO. Yet be locked himself in a bathrocm
vith MACHADO for two hours. It was the longeot talk he beld with .
-anyone in Verezuels.®

2. Ovs’avo MACHADO bas for some years been well-known as on overt top
Comunist leader in Venezuela, but the meeting with CASTRO, if it did in faect
occur, as presumably it éid, could bave much mors significence im light of
tbe follovwing information previocusly received from & source proven to be
reliable in the past and known to have been in a poaiticn to have knowledge
of RIB activities during World %War IT. , . ’

“Gustavo MACEADO Morales, born 1898 in Caracas, Venezucla, vas .-
racruited in the summer of 1G3h by tha KKGB in Bogota, Colombis, for
politieal intelligence work 1n his native Venezuela, MACHADO was
initiaiiy controlled vy BIS throogh his vife, Maria Luces HACHADO,
vho maintained contact with Soviet Consular officials during the
middle forties.” : ] .

3. It view of the above, it is requested that EARFIEY interview Peglro
inis DIAZ lerz in the vost minute detail concerning bis knowledge of arrange-

zents made for this contact with MACHADO in Venecuela, the resctioms of CASTRO - . .-

to the arrangements, and any indicated reactions in the days following that
meeting. The interviev should include specifics as to the location, identities
of others who were kuovledgeable of the contach, the length of the meeting,

and other circumstances swrounding it. L .

Although our efforts at this time and in this connection may not im. ,
. any wvay establish that CASTRO iz a Soviet agent, it is belisved that as .
mach detail ss possible should be acquired coocerning this meeting, sipce
1%t may be of eonsidersble value at scue future tima. ) '
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Mu"l. FLA.

NE YEAR ACD Lhis week, Fidel Castre triemphantdy

. entered Haszoa and took over the Government
ol' Cuba. One of his first moves was to 2ppoint me chief

- of the Cubas Air Force. Today, 12 short months Later,

.- | amm oppeosing Castro’s revolation with all the strength

" I emce psed to Belp bring it sbem.

For the second time in my life. | == a0 outlaw an-
able to return to my native land except at the risk of
being shot. Vet [ have committed oo erime unless it

,is'n erime to fight for lreedom—1ibe kind of freedom

afl Awericans enjoy and all true Cubuns long to share.
Most men become revolutionaries because of an
appetite for adventure, greed for power, or zeal for

T reform. A few like myself become revolutionaries br

accident. Looking back, i hardly seems possible that
only eight years ago [ was a gay voung pilot for Q Air-

. ways, commuting between Cuba and Florida, m(hout

& rebellious thought in my head. .

Bfy years since have been crowded with bloodshcd.
death, gloty, terror, and bitterness. There were escapes
that still make my merves twang like violin strings.

: Then came our moment of triumph. And finally 1

'

™ eatly 1952, when Dr. Carlos Prio was President ef

faced Fide! Castro, a man to whom lb.ldbecndc\md

" . with a cocked pistol ready to kill him.

But § 2m rushing eshead of wy storv. Let me go back

Caba. Accidentally 1 fearned that his rival, Fulgencie
Batiste, planned to tahe over the govesnment. | passed
ea this informetion through my {stber, 8 career gos-
emment employe. And on March 18, 1952, as | had

.. wasrwed, Hatista reized the presidency.

* When, later, T met Prio, h» scemed genuinely peni-
tewt about the corruption in his administration and
swore he would win back frecdom for the Cubun
people. He was so fervent that [ left the interview 2

revolutionary dedicated to the same cause of Lberty.

R R T

In those dzg-s it was common for airline pilots to
smuggle nyions and Scotch fmo Cuba—somerhing 1

- mever did. Now, however, I started bringing 12 rifles.

After a vear, someone whispered to Batista’s secret

police. Ther tortured and bumiliated my father. Then

they seized me for 10 days of cross-examination.
They lacked evidence 1o bold me, buil it was oaly s

matter of time until they wonld come alter me again.

Ina makeshifi disguise. [ slipped off to C v,
registered at a hotel under a false name, and plamned

" my eseape to Haiti with a pilet friend who was going

there te dust crope. One warky moming | hid et in
the grass at the end of the beavily guarded zirdrip,

. leaped aboard the plane as it wastasiing, and left my

homeland behind.

Now a revolutionary, | went from Port au Prince
to Miami. For the next two vears, | worked as basbov
and dishwasher. In those dass. Fidel Casto was onlv
8 name 10 me. He had atticked the Army barracks at
Santiago de Cuba on July 26, 1933. For his pains, be
was languishing in 2 prison cell.

Shughhr of the lanecents
thn Batista granted amnesty o all political of-

- fenders in 1955, Castro was freed and [ hurried bome.

I wanted nothing more than o resume my peaceful
profession as a pilot.

Bot tey 8¢ | might, § could met close my eves te
Batista’s texror. For my own eves wilnessed Batina's
police shoot down innocent virtiens. Personal frveads

were tortured snd mordered. | mvself was falsedy ac- -

cused of barming supar cane end threstened with
death. Anger boiled up inside se until at lsst [ joened

Castro's 26th of July movememt snd volunteered for -

undercover work.

My Brst orders were to sneak out of Cuba and ferey

weapons to Castro’s. hide-out @ the Sicrra Macurs

FETA e muye e sy

to walk inte a Cuban airport and caich a fliynt out of
the country. I had to create a new personality.

First [ borrowed a passport from Catlos Bastida, a-
sympathetic newspaperman from Ecuader. § had never
visited Ecuador, but I became an expert on that coun-

try. I even kearned (o talX with an Ecuadsresn accent -

and to forge Bastida’s siznature. Finally 1 donned a

Panama hat, dark glasses. and a sports coat that seemed

appropriate for a South American reporter. Then with

Frank Fiorini, an American friend of the movement,
I set out from Santiago to Camaguey.

“what Are You doing Hers?
-To give the trip the sppearance of an outing, we

_brought along a couple in the back seat. Batista patrols

stopped us 15 times and frisked us for weapons. But
they politely left the mrl alone; they never suspected
that this giggling teenager carried a pmnl suappul
under her skist.

At Camagney, Frank snd [ made our ways npqntely -

to the airport. There I realised my dark glasses were
arousing the suspicions of airport plainelothesmen, If
I kept them on, | would iavite an intervogation. If [
took them oﬂ I weald gisk recognition for | was

- known st every sirport in Caba. [ could imagine some )
friend booming out to me, “Pedro Luis, whet are you

doing here?? ;

The plainclothesmen ﬂ:med [ nppnucla. With cal-
culated r_nmnlneu slihorgh my heart was peanding, 1
removed the glasses, pulled off my hat for geod meas-
wre, and arulled innocently around. The pelice lost
interest. But right up te the moment the plane doors
shut, [ expected to he recegnized.

From that time on, my work for the revolution was
one narrow escape after another. From Mizmi | went

to Costs Rica, where | picked up 8 C-46 loaded wirh

.
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Premier Fidel Castro
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“ovifles, mortars, and ammunftion—and 12 recruits.
{One of them was Hulert Matos, who was to become
'afamomCam'ocomiu:daandtobemnkd after

-~ the vevohrtion with command of Camaguey province

- =—until be spoke out agzinst Communists. Then he

" wes sentenced to jail s 2 traitor.) All were needed
“de m}yby&mwbowasupccdngaﬁnalas-

= e his hide-out. .

7 2 brought the big carmo plane down on a dirt road

. at Gianeguilla, not far from Castro's headquarters,

-where guerrillas were waiting to unload. Some actually

"+ “'wept josful tears at the sizht of the ammunition arriv-

" [ _ing in the pick of time.

o Th:mdwassonanwthatompmpwhackeda

i.; ‘fence post. | eould neither repair the damape nor take

. { off ain before Batisu's patrols spored the plane.

‘ .. ‘Regretfully, I splashed gasoline over the C-46 and set
it afire. - . )

., Then. with the rebel forve. | marched inte the moun-

- tzins. There, on March 30 1958, | had my first meeting

jwith Fidel Costro. He was overflowing with exeite

{ mem and hailed ws 8¢ “tbe saviours of Cubs.™ At that

: § time be had fewer than §00 men, with ne ammunition

i 1 except what we had brought. Castro rpoke with fervor

;o Y wighe Bf only his Tommy gun had been s otaff, he

. e bgve passed for 8 bearded prophet ceving in the

: ‘\-ddu-ou His pervonality bad the glow of 8 torch

s+ - A Miraculous Escape .

:l 1 wayed in the sias sin weeks, fighting with

Ibe ground troops. Oree § was caught in the epen by o

-’ Batita F-47 fighwer. Bullets Ricked up the dust all

" around me, but mirscalonsly | ween't even accatched.

“Whon Fidel learned I wae risking myrell on the

“groand. be sem urgent onders that | sheald stey out

of the Gghtiag. He bad lew trouble recruiting soldicrs,
- e complained, than findiag trained pilets who could

¢
r

ns ints the rugged of the icland
ﬁ!'l"'I:::ur forces in the north capour=d a mu"(.’bfa!‘;
up plane. Its single engine was un-!apowc.rc ,;::,l
badly in need of a\'crhzu!.hj!':crm on::\:.’abe 45;
i t was 3 compas:, whi )
?::;T:ﬂ. But this pitiful plane male up lhcs::nol(x,r;
rebel Air Force for some mnmlp_ unnl for. 5,
down, | bought a lintle Cessna 150 fn-.flumn. "
This plane served as our arms airlift. g:cdc.b:ud
oaly 300 pounds load limit io spase, l_n?nm“’ a. d
l.ObO pounds of rifles and amruunmonia 3 ':\ﬂsa'
sitting luck for patrols, but the ool_tap ne we Pl
oserlooked us. Another time, after ukmg off out o
mountain canvon, | had 2 Boar-miss with a B.ausul
frigate with antiaircraft guns. Seill mothtr n_m:hc
eras forced to make a storm emergency landing in
lades.
E‘(;:lge of my missions was to fiy weapons to Cakbau'd
where Fidel's brother Raul was in charge of lbe_‘e«ond
front. From the first, be impressed me a8 wild an
gareliable. When be grombled that Fidel was gen.mg
modd of the arms, [ retorted sharply: "l am not .bnlng-
ing weapons to you as an individn'ﬂ. i am bnnhgim.g‘
weapons to Cubans who are fighting dictators| p‘.d
Lster » {riend, who bas my complete confidence, .tc:
me ¢ :ubmarioe brought in a big bal of weapons for
Rsao!l. By the uoiforms end Ia;gmfc of the crew., my
iend judged the vessel was Russian
!nThe:e :eu many flights in muw p'la:es.
.many landings in the mountains at might m; ou:
lights. But perhaps my narrowest escape came 3 L;r
. delivered the arms for Ernesto (C]x_) Cuevara.l: ofx:
I later found out was pro-Communist, to lead the

“mous attack on Sapta Clira. [ was &-n«l - lamd i

Ce e e

an’ area that Batista’s patrols had under constant
waich. A hundred waiting guerrillas grabbed the am-
munition whia I hurriedly poured gas into the wing
tanks from Svegallon cans. Sudienly 2 Batista B-26
spotted us and dived down with guns blaring.

“Liberty or Death™

My helpers scattered into the jungle, leaving ‘me
alone in a hail of bullets. I stondd on the wing seream-
ing “Cowards!” until Faustino Perez. now in charge
of confiscating Batista pruperes. emerged with two
others to help me camouflage the plase. Later 1 dis-
covered a bullet had pierced the nose tank. One spark
and the plane would have gone up hke a bomb. Since

uhadmaswmeﬂaﬁsuuwps-musoonbcm

their way, | struck 3 maich and once more watched

a precious aircraft go up in flames. .

On August 24. 1958, Fidel appointed me head of the
rebel Air Foree. My friends had the date inscribed on
@ watch that [ ill wesr. Then. aa New Yesr's Day
1939, just one yesr ago, rame onr triumph. Batiste
banded over the government and fSed the country. §
w e in Coeta Rica, picking up snotber load of weapons,
when the exciting pews came through When Castre
appainted me chief of the Cubsn Air Forve. he did so
in a letter that ended with “Libertsd O Muerte™—
Liberty or Dleath. - . } '

My faith io Casiro was 6ret jolted after his triam.
phaut entry into Havans. Throsghout the fong march.
edecing Catholic women had pinned boly medals on
him. | overheard Che Guevers tease bizn about the
“devorations”™ he was wearing. “Liden” Fidel said,
“we have to go elow. Moat of our preple are Cathalie, -

* e eannot condemn the Chureh rieht swny. Thas is o

power we eannot destroy 8o easily.” {1 wae the firsg
sotichurch statement § had hesrd from him; .

My doubts grew when | accompanied him on his
ofbcial visit to Venezuela, He put o8 a big act of not

I

. . -
wanting to meet Venezuela's wp C.nmqmnisl. Gusu_vo
Afachade. Vet he locked himself in a bathroom with
Machado for two hours. It ;Lu the longest wlk he

i sone in Venezue
bdf :::\hplz:;xd to Fidel that his brother Rzulhad
named Corsmunists, who hada’ ﬁlrr-d a shaf in the
revolution, # army commanders. Fidel replied ear-
nestly: “§ am going to have to dismiss gaul. | am not
going 1o ket the Communists take over. )

But Fidel did not dismise Beal. Instead be put him
in charge of the armed forces and g'ave Cbe Coevara
control of agrarian reform. My faith in ﬁdcl wae
shaken, Having fought for free opeerh.'l decided o
put it 1o the test. But 1 was wise enough in the -'I"‘l.n'
revolutiens to arrange with my brother Sergio D'u:

Brull 10 have » bost ready fer » qnifk getaway. 1.'..20

I issued 8 statement that [ waes ready to ﬁgl'n zay ¢I|'¢.
tatorship—Batista, Trujille, er “the worst dictatorship
in the world. communism.™

The Cocked Pistal

This was the showdown. ]um’.\_lmeidz, commmder
of a tank regiment, came wih a message that ljadel
wanted to see me at his home. I strapped on my pistol,
slipped in a clip of 14 bullets, and remO\"ed toe safety
catch. When I faced Castro he erupted like 2 solcano.
“Why should vou make a seatement against com-
munism?” be demanded. “You will only confusc the
people. Yoa are not supposed o do anything without
myv consent. 1 am the one wbo tells 1ou what to do

when.” )
mdAngﬁ}jlzskcdwbdhcrhchadno(becomeadx-
tator himeetf. Why should I mot have frcedom o ex-

. - fbamed T oo

8 was ag TONUnUOSN 200

stood by m;' convictions, I declared. “Remember,” 1

© gm— ey

said, “vou did pot win the revolution alone. You had x’

oy help and the help of other Eriends.”

i wamned fiercely that | woaid not accept arrest or
ge to jail fre saving what § believed. To silence me he
would have to kill me. “You will have to carry my |
body on your shoulders and explain what has hap-
pened,” I said. “You will have o explain to the Caban
people whr ! Lave been killed after speaking against
communism.” S

My hand was on my pistol, and [ was ready to use
it. Castro booked at me—and my pistol—hard for
2 moment. He was far from sare whether the Cuban
people woukd support him in anv action against his
Air Force chief for being anti-Communist. He backed

3 © Continued on page 7
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ar search for koul Costro.

pier do Dioz Lanz (r.} and Cosrvo uiscu

‘I shall come back to niy hoingla.nd'

down. “You go home and wait,” he defiver them by air. Frank Fiorini, the

gowled. “IT see what I am going to  Aperican who had been with me
do with vou later.” through much of the revolution, owned

£ 1 was 10 escape, L had toput them  a B-26 that had been converted to a
off balance, if oniy for a few hours. civilian plase. The gun openings had
With an_indifferent shrug I told Al been permanently sealed and the bomb

 meida 1 would write 2 ketter of resig- bas fashioned ot 5 makoabift luggage

" with my private Life.”

" pation. All | wanted from Lfe, I said, cnpartment.

was to go back tn my old airline job. I On the afternocon of October 21,
said, “Tell Fidel I won't cause him any  Frank and I roared off for Havana. The
trouble and I don’t want him to cause  winds were at peace in the sky. Except
me any.” Then I added as an aftes- for some vibration in-the left engine,

_thought: “Dont put any guards oa my nothing happened to av i ir the interna-

home or follow me around, interfering  tional storm our fiight:was to stir up.
We swooped low over the country,
My ruse worked. For the next few stoffing our leaflets through the baggage
bours T was anguarded. [ got in touch opening. .
with Sergio, prepared my resignation, ! learned afterward thst Castro him-
and sigued it. Then. with my wife self was caught in the leaflet blizzard.
Tania, I borried to the dock Fidels  Onme eopy Lnttesed gk into his face.
men were watchiog the sirports, but’ When be read the message, his whisk-
spparently it never occurred 10 them  ers trembled with rage.

that } might go to Miami by boat. Castro
Yet in my beart I knew I would come .“y M ge for

- baeck. 1 could not rext until the deroe- After we were safely on oar way back

racy I had fought 20 bring to Cubs had  to Florida, Castro’s soldiers shot ane of

- been reslized. their own B-26s full of holes. A light

In the US. 1 decided not t speak  plane ako was fired upon and its

-eut immediately but to wait untilevents  Chilean pilot wounded. Throughout

showed others that Castro was simply Havana the falling ‘shrapnel caused

 exchanging one form of dictatorship  tragic casualties for which Castro chose

for another. But I was subpoenacd to  to blame me eather than his own men.
testify before the Senate Internal Se- i cannot tell how | know ebont events

- curity Subcommittee. sbout my knowl-  inside Cubs today. There are patriots

edge of communism in Cuba. Asaguest whe risk their lives to heep ine ine

- I your country, I was abliged to telf  forwed. I-have & fimal word for you

what [ knew of this matter. . whe read this newepaper, whose demo-

" " For the next few weeks | avoided  eratic idesls and institations are my

publicity ae more and more people got inspiration. Whatever | must do in the
8 glimpse hehind the beard at the real  futare. 1 will take care nnt to violate
Castro, Then L tried to resch my people.  any of your laws or your hospitality.
Becauso Castro had denounced me gs @ Thenk God, frecdom of expression Is
traltor, | wrote & reply and sent it to o erime here. ’
every Coban newspaper, Net a single If Fidel Castro should read this,
ene dared print it beve @ word, ton, for him: | demon-
This was the reason | decidad to be  straved 1o you many timee that | wae
my own mailman. | had 200,000 cop-  willing to die 1o restere demecracy to
fes of my keteet printed and arranged to Caba. Be sssured, | bave net ehanged. @
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