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;iAS &N INSURGENT IN THE ESCAMBRAY FRONT TOTALED ABOUT THREE MONTHS.A

.:IGG ON THE INSTRUCTIONS OF AMDIP/3 WHO AT THIS TIME WAS TRYING -
10 ORGANIZE AND SUPPLY THE INSURGENTS IN THE ESCAMBRAY AREA.,
CBY JANUARY 61 MEREJO VITH LT AND

BE i ( CLASSIFIED MESSAGE "\*“‘/‘*‘ Z‘"‘“’“_’S
BATE s - ?SBJ.PR 61 '\‘3" SE C ﬁ ET - i ?M‘o'm::c
10 ¢ BELL _ 3 a :
FROM 5 JMAAVE | / APR "f 30&91_61
ACTION s BELL 1§ N '
IO s DOP 2, COP, ADOP/A, DFD 2, Fi/0 ¥, WH, BELL S/C ;- | rourine

. RN
SN ) w
- BELL QUE VAVE 5647 v o 7' : e

.mzxp ZRPERUSAL 1134343‘7
‘ger A« BELL 1184

HB. WAVE 3593 5‘,,,,/ ()

"1« RICARDO RODRIGUEZ RAMIREZ , 'MEREJO' OF ESCAﬁBRAY FAME AND B
FURMER LIEUTENANT OF OSVALDO RAMIREZ, ARRIVED IN WAVE ARE 6 APR

AGCOMPANIED BY UIFE, JUAN CONSUEGRA VALDES, AND THREE FISHERNEN. i

"' 2e FPRELIMINARY DEBRIEFING OF MEREJO INDICATES THAT HE VAS
_ABLE TO DO VERY LITTLE DURING THE ESCAMBRAY FIGHTING, MOST OF
HIS TIME BEING SPENT - IN AVOIDING THD'MILITIA VHILE TRYING TO
REGEIVE AIR DROPS WHICH NEVER NATERIALIZED. HEREJOS TOTAL TIHE

'_'jms AREA OF OPS WAS CONFINED ¥AINLY TO THZ SIERRA DE SACTI SPIRIY3

AND AROU‘!D THE TOWNS OF SANCTI SPIRITUS AND JATIBONICO.- B
s, MEREJO WENT TO THE HILLS IN THE LATTER PART OF DECEMBER
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;igoSVALno RAMIREZ uzhz'astt TO GATHER A FORCE OF ABOUT FIVE TO
SIX uuunazn MEN IN THE SAN AHBFPSIO AREA OF YHICH ONLY ABOUT
ONE HUNDRED VERE ARMED. THIS FORCE VAS MOBILIZED ON THE BASIS
jaor INFORMATION FROM AMDIP/3 WHO' SAID THAT THEY WOULD RECEIVE AM
ﬁfaxn DROP ON 6 JAN. THE DROP NEVER CAME AND DUE TO THE ACTIVITY

| OF ABOUT 30,000 MILITIA IN A PERIOD OF ABOUT FOUR DAYS VHICK -
¢1ronc£n THE REBELS TO DISPERSE. IN MEREJ0°S OPINION THIS VAS
?{fous OF THE GREATEST SETBACKS OF THE ENTIRE ESCAMBRAY FIGHTING
éiAND VAS A MAJOR CAUSE-OF THE FINAL. COLLAPSE oF THE ESCAMBRAY

' " FRONT._ e e .
L " a4, ON 8 JAN MEREJO AND OSVALDO RAMIREZ VERE FORCED TO DIVIDE
ftﬂsla DVINDLING FORCES IN ORDER TO-BREAX OUT OF: A.THREATENED

. ENGIRCLEMENT BY THE MILITIALs--AFTER.SEPARATING .FRON osvannq,
'fMEREJo AND HIS MEN VERE CONTINUALLY ON THE RUN FROM 9 JAN UNTIL
ffa FEB AT VHICH TIME HE HAD A SHORT RESPITE TO TAKE THE AIR DROP
5}0? PARA 1 A, REF A. IN ADDITION TO “INEORMATION ABOUT THE DROP
‘"IN REF B MEREJO SAID THEY HEARD THE PLANE AT THE APPOINTED TINE -
" BUT WERE NOT ABLE TO SEE IT 'BECAUSE OF THE CLOUDS WHICH COVERED
"tus DZ AREA. THE ?LﬁNE PASSED CVER Awd MOTHING WAS DROPPED

'vaerouen THE DZ WAS LIGHTED It rnn PROPER SIGNAL. A cROSS

| ’AND VOULD COME BACK THE FOLLOVING NIGKT. HOVEVER, NEXT DAY
'+ ¥E HEARD THAT A LARGE DROP HAD BEN HADE ON THE TVON OF SANTA
* LUCIA BONE 12 KiB AUAY FACH THE DZ AND THAT THE NILITIA

[ ' BECOVERED EVERYTHING.
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”%}OF THE INSURGENTS IN THE AREA oF THE DZ THE GOC BROUGHT IN & FORCE
1

OF SEVEN LIGHTS. MEREJO"ASSUMED THAT THE PLAN\ HAD NOT DRO"PEDJI. '
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50. DUE TO THE LARGE ANOMT 6" HATERIAL DROPPED THE GOC
APPARENTLY ASSURED THAT 1T VAS INTESDED FOR A ALRGE FORCE OF
DNSURGENTS AND IWMEDIATELY POURED MILITIA INTO THE AREA TO
| FERRET THEM OUT. HEREJO KAD TO DISPERESE WIS RENAINING FORCE,
- ABOUT 200 NEN OF VHICH ONLY 26 VERE ARNED, IN QRDER TO BREAK
" OUT OF THE ENCIRCLEMENT. WEREJO VITH ELEVEN NEW TRIED TO NAXE
firnxs VAY TO CAMAGUAY. ON THE VAY KE' STOPPED TO GET FOOD AND
" CLOTHING IN THE HOUSE OF A FRIEND *NEAR
';’sauurl SPIRITUS. WHILE THERY VERE THERE THE HOUSE VAS RAIDED ERN
BY THE LOCAL CHIEF OF THE G-2, BERNARDO ARIAS, AND SEVEN ILITIA NEN. ;? N
1N THE ENSUING FIGNT HEREJO AND KIS MEN KILLED ARIAS, HIS-BODYs. -

"*(suARD AND TVO MILITIA MEN. THE REST OF THE MILITIA HEN RAN

L 3

ESTABLISH HIMSELF THERE AND BEGIN OPERATIONS AGAIN. A raxsno;x
FARMER TOLD HIM THAT A spschEngnxrza FORCE NUMBERING ABOUT
3200 MEN WAS ROAMING LAS TOSAS LOOKING FOR MEREJO PERSONALLY.
NEREJO DECIDED HE WOULD HAVE TO GIVE UP THE FIGHT IN ESCAMBRAY
AND LEAVE THE AREA ENTIRELY. HE GONTACTED ]
AN AMDIP/S ORGANIZER IN CRIBAGUAN VITH. WHOM HEREJO'S VIFE VAS
MIDING, AND ASKED HIM TO HELP HIM ESCAPE. ]kaovxosu TV

".7: AUTOMOBILES VHICK ENABLED MEREJO, HLS WIFE AND EIGHT OF HIS HEN"
"% 70 GET TO KAVA VHERE THEY VERE HIDDEN BY THE ANDIP/3 HAVA ,
' ZATION YNICH ¥AS UNDER THE DIRECTION OF A
MEREJO STAYED IN MAVA UNTIL ABCUT 22 MAR UNTIL R
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. vaS MOVED TO LA ISBELA ON THE NORTN COAST OF LAS VILLAS WHERE
>;; HE VAS PUT IN THE HANDS OF FISHERMAN VHO VERE T0 EFFECT KIS
o RECEPTION VITH A BOAT FROM PBPRIAE. .. .
‘ . 9. MEREJO AND HIS VIFE STAYED VITH THE FISHERMEN FOR ABOUT

; i ?;: 14 DAYS, BEING SKIFTED FRON BOAT TO BOAT, WHILE TRYING TO MAKE
| ﬁ E ;'hzcsprxons VITH BOATS FROM PBPRINE. CONTACT VITH THE BOAT
' FROM PBPRIME VAS PREVENTED EACH TINE BY THE PRESENCE OF A Goc
#zg;“ PATROL CRAFT VHICH HUNG AROURD THE RECEPTION AREA AT CAYO .
DUTTON. (4AVE COMMENT: MEREJO VAS TO BE EXFILTRATED VIA OPS

éi‘CARROT TUPWIP. RUTABAGA ANDBOVWLINE ALL OF HHXCH FAILED BECAUSE )

e
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N kzdzprxou.>' MEREJO AND THE FISKERMEN BELIEVED THAT THE soc
. PATROL CRAFT VAS AVARE THAT A RECEPTION IN THE auTTOR AREA VAS
-.Tb TAKE' PLACE. . . F S

g Bs 'WHEN THE DUTTON AREA BECAHE TOO HOT THEY HOVED TO THE
AREA OF CAYO JUTIA AND TRIED T0 SET UP A RECEPTION AT THIS POINT
(WAVE COMMENT: DISCUSSION OF TBE DIFFICULTIES VITH RECEPTION
Ar'cAYo DUTTON AND ATTEMPTS TO ARRANGE RECEPTION AT JUTIA ARE
;REFLECTED IN THE AHDIP/3 W/T TRAFFIC PASSED TO VAVE.) | i“
.. 9. ON 25 MARCH VORD WAS RECEIVED BY COURIER FROM HAVA THAT
.;ff"gmnxri 3'S RADIO. IN HAVA HAD BEEN CAPTURED BY THE GOC ALONG
© VITH THE FILES AND THAT THREE OF THE FISHERMEN'S NAMES HAD BEEN.
“g;comphsmxszs.' 1T YAS DECIDED THAT THE FISHERMEN WOULD HAVE TO
:‘;Q LEAVE CUBA TO AVOID ARREST. ON 4 APR MEREJO, HIS VIFE AND -
1 fjrwcousuzeéA,Lzrr CUBA WITH THE FISHERMEN IN ONE OF THEIR BOATS
| ? . ARRIVING IN THE VAVE AREA ON 6 APR. L
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. 13, FAILURE OF THE chtnio'u AT CAYO DUTTON _APPRARS TO
BE A DEFINITE INDICATION THAT THE GOC HAS BEEN READING THE
AMDIP/3 W/T TRAFFIC TO HAVA ALL ALONG AND IS A PRINE EXANPLE
~ OF HOV AN INSECURE INDIGENOUS CONMO NET CAN JEOPARDIZE AND BLOV
CENTER OPS WHICH ARE OTHERVISE SECURELY HOUYTED. .
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