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Comandant DIEGO (var name) .

i

o Assistant Chief of Staff, Intelligence
- Department of the Army
Attn: ISR !
i @ @4‘{‘}
i 05’04‘ - {4@
FROM: Interagency Source Register ! ‘ o ,i?fq%%i/}b
| (4] W
GUBJECT: PANEQUS Bastiste, Vietor  (SD-10237) i 6"@@ & e&?
akat PANEZQUE y Batista, Victor Maousl \ 'O"*O & o,
DIEGO Panaque, Major : %0@. 7%,

1. Roference {8 made to the requaat dated 6 Angu::t 1962,
subject aa above, vhose numa you desired checksd a.,v.inut tha
£iles of this offico. The files contain tbs following mror-
zation concerning the subjlect of your requast.

2. Information provided by en untegted gourcs ¢u 15 Sap-
tesbar 1940 indicated that Vietor Manuol PANEQUE Zatista . (war
nama Comandante DIEGO) was atout 5°6" tall, weighed about 180
pounsls, and had & £0lid mupcular bulld, light complexion, sandy
hair ancd groy eves. Subjlect wns a friendly, eimpls,; but apvare
ently very shrewd and deterndned individual of btoundless energy.
Subject was born in Holguin; Orients Province, Cube, on 22 Bepe
teobar 1918, His formsl education was short. Prom 1934 until
192 sublect worked ts a fara-hand together with his fother., In
1942 Subject Mad four moaths of military training at Bscuslae
Hilitar, Managus, Cuba, and then served two yoars as an infantyy
private at the Military Bose, Moragua, Province of favana, Cuba.
Roleased from military service in October 1954s, ha found employ-
mtmamwandhammarinvarmbexmmnolm
Eo vorked in this fleld wntil 13 Octoder 1956, ths last five years
of this pericd as & bartender in the Cabaret Cusans Club, Bol@u.n
hile s%1l1 employed at this Club, Bubject Joined the 26th July
Yoverent of Pidsl CADIRD, and was appointed chief of all cl.mdnstm
activity against thoe BATISTA regime forthoﬂorthammtotm
Provines. Subjsct was arrested by the polies of Bayamo, (riemte
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Frovince, qentenced to one vear in prizon bv the Tridunal of Sane
%1350 de vuba for osaspirsyy agrinst the BATIYTA regime. 5o served
his sentencs and was pelessad oo 22 Novesber 1957. Subject was
arrested the folloving day by the Jurica de Querre of Balabmne, -
Havana Province, but rvleased agnin four days later. Oo 27 Bovember
1957 hn was appointed by the Castro orgaafeation, “Jefe ds Accion”
(Political action, sabotage and violent essaults) for the Province

of las Villss. In this cupecity,. Sudlect organized & "Front” on

the Borth Coast of las Villas, called Columma Bo. 1 Marcelo Salado.
"Coluzma Ho. 1" operated in ths Slerra Daburmnso (North Coast of

165 Villas ) wntil beglaning of October 1958, when Che QUEVARA and
Camilo CIENFUGOS with their colums entered the proviace. In October
1953, Bubject was “Jafe 48 Accion” for the Provinces of Pinar del
Rig, Havana and Matsozes. o this capmeity, Bubject drysnized Rsbel
Army units in the mountain areas of Piosr del Rio, the Central area .
of Hatansas and the area Bast of Havsna. This operation lasted two
mouths (November and Docember 1959). From 1 to 15 January 1999;
Subject's Headquarters was located at the Sports Polace of Esvena
and when Fidel CASTRO entered the City, Sudject turned owver fuil
control of the eity to his leador. On 15 Janusry 1959, Bubject

was appointed Chiaf of the Ravoluticnary Arzy 5th Rilitary Distriet
of Havana. BEo beld this post for 22 days. Then {bvegiuning of March
1959) he was made "Jefe dol Omdan Publi=v en el Estado Mayor del
Elercito flebelde” {Chief of Public Order {n the Gensral Stalf of the
Bobel Army). In April 1953, Fidel CAYURO appointad Sudblect to the
post of Chiaf of the Rursl Folice for tle eutlire nationnl territcry,
Be wms given full autiority 0 set up and organize militsry schools:

Fidel CASTRO the ides of organisicg the Cubes Rural Folicee on. the
pettern of the Royal Cansdlen Mounted Police. In July 1959, Bubjeet
established the first Runl Folice Truiaing School at the Fincs San
Jacinto in Bahia Bonda, Province of Plusr de) Ric. HRubjoct stated
that nons of the instsuciors Tad been assceiated with the Cowemuniast
Party of Cubm. Subject held cig posts of Chiaf of Public Order and.
eoncurrently Chisf of ths Rural Police froa begloning of April 1959
wtil 9 Novesdber 1959. However, tovard the end of Oclobar 15959,
Fidsl CABTRO, thoroughly disillusioned with tho anti-cozpmunist poe
litieal attituds demonstrated by staff and students of ths Bahia
Eorda Rursl Police tredning school, dissolved it, sssigned the staff
teaching Jobs at feasent Militia schools end transferved the stulents

to Febel Arzy uaits from vhich they bod been datached. This decision .

was precedsd by mzssrous violent argusents between Bubject and FPidel
CASTRO and comvinced Subject that CASTRO was following the Cammmist
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line. On 9 Fovembor 1959, Subject wns removed from his post as Chief
of Public Order and Chiaf of Rural Folice. Ho ws glven & “ocomision
do oorvieio” and appointed Administrator Gensral of the "Companis -
Inter-Amcricansa”, a. truck trengport-saterprise covering about 704 of
all Cubsn truck transport requirensnts. Gublect beld this position
until 29 August 1960, - On 1 Scptonbor 1900 this saterprise was dig-
golved and 8 nev coo, called “wulleres Eaciooales™ get wp in ite
place. &ubject was mads Cenerul Administrator of this enterprise.

Ia ppite of his prominent pouitdon, Dubject decided to leave his coun=
try and go to the United Statec. Ho escaped by a emall boat and was
plcked up by an American Tealor after drifting for fourteen hours.

¥o gnve no explanaticn for his puddan dscision except to say that he

———=84d 1ot egres vith the Commmist trend of Cuben politics. Budject

claimed to be the lsador of Movimiento Insurrectional &2 Becoupsrasion
{MIRR « Insurrection Movement for the Recovery of the Revolution) in
Cuba,  This Movemsnt allegadly was founded in las Villas Province by
Doctor Orlando BORSCH (BOSCH) end Subject in 1959. AL the beginning
of september 1900 it Joined the Alisnza de Libersciosn which was organe
ixad 4n ths United States by Doctor Luls CONTE Aguerrc vwith Subject®s

mwumce-

3 Accoxding o a report datcd 21 Ceptdnber 1960, from a fairly
saliabls source, Mbject trisd to give the impressicn that he wes
againgt tho CAHIRO poverpeent but in realicy wus o Culan govermnsend

agait.

h, Aceommgtoanportdaudéoctober 1960 prepared by |
ancthor officy of this agency, members of the Stulent growp at the
Taiversity of Havana reported tho presence in Miam{ of two CAZTRO ~-°
“Flanta” gaid %0 be Departamento Investigativo dal Zlercito Revoe
ilucionario (DIZR) agents. One of thess vas Sublect. The information
in this report cems from @ Uaited Stales pationsl with business cone
tacts in the Latin American aress.

. 5. An wewsluated report dated 13 March 1962, indficoted that
Sahlect was the organizer of & munger striks grouwp and was the firat
apeakar at & yally to urgs the United Btates to give arma 0 exiled
Cubans. Be adviged the sudience that the “Munger Strike to [eath”
tad taken place to show tha President of the United Stodes, that Cubans
vere villing ¢0 die in exile if their right to defond Cubs frem Come

" mmisn was denied.

6. For sdditionsl information concernipg Bubject, you are re-
ferved to:

a. Federal Bureau of Investigation, Bureau Fils Mo. 105-52195.
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be Inpartment of State Inconing Telegran from Havena Ho.
160%, dated € October 10X0 (ﬁo additional docunsntation

\ available).

. ¢. DIrmigrution exd Haturnlization Service (Mo additicnal
docusentation availabla).

d. IDeportmant of the Aimy mwssage froa USARMA,; Havena, Cube
MR: C-212, dated 3 Doptesber 1960, and USARM\, Havans,
Cubs HR: C-218; dated 13 Geplember 1900.

@. Office of Haval Intalligance.

f. Washington Post newspaper, Bunday issus dated 12 June 1960,
wagazine gection "Perede”, articla titled "foldier of

Portuna®.

8. Waahington Post nowepaper, Sunday issus datod 10 Muy 19€1,
magazims gection “Parade”, article titled "¥We Will Finish

7. T Interagency Source Raglster indicsies that thers is no

curreut operational interest in fubject. ) %
8. Para. 7 coafirms telecon of 7 August 1062 Betveen .\tiss{

ard Mrs. Taylor of your orfice.
IEm-8752 )

RID/CE: JMA/NH/pho
Bagsed on: 2C1-286638p%
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