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8 October 1959

v

HEBORANDUM FPOR TRE RBCORD
. , ' s?rL
8SUBJECT: Robert Edward Webster, Project[;ONG xné]

2R

1. The attached cable from Embassy Moscow 1s golf .

explanatory. It was brought to my attention this morning
by Mr. Bobert Crowley of Co@taCt'Dlvlqibn/bo.

3. Mr. Uebster was employed by ;and»COrporution'last.

spring to accompany Mr, Rand .to Moscow for the opening of

pose of thsir displays at the end of the fair. Webster ig
in his early thirties, 1is believed to have a2 busianess BALAZS-
ment.chkstpund, but seversl attd;pts to obtain biographic

033. Abo September My, Crowley of OOCD informed me
hat Chief East Weat Contacts 00 had received
vord ¥rom Mr. Merrill, East Wesgt Contacts State Department,
that inquiry was being mada by Rand Corporation of State

wes believed 1o be enroute to the U, 8,
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.+ 8. Upon learning of Embassy cable number 1082, I
phoned Major Carels to bring it to his attention, he said..
that hé bad just learned of it himmelf because of a query

from ATIC Cleveland which had spparently been alerted because

of.a phone call from 8tate Department Washington to Rand
Carporation about it.  ATIC Cleveland wanted to know whether
any. possibility existed that Weblster might be carrying out
- 8 dlandegtine task-upon requirements of CIA which hdéd Bot
" been codndinated with thém. Major Carels was asgured posi-
j “thE ‘was not the case, and to the best of our
‘Br.. ¥ébster had not besn briefed by and was K

" . dnknowa to oithﬂ' DDP or 00 officos’. of

8.. A check was made with[Mr. Thomas ¥illg)es to
whather he had pérsonally encouttered Mr. Yobster during the
course of the 8okolniki Fairdd) Mr, Huln%‘had met Mr, Webster
on- a8 few social occasions and Gh one or two occasions when
Mir, Webster was soliciting Chrysler Corporation commissions
for Rand & act as Chrysler’s agent in iiquidating Chrysler
displays’ Yt . Millg)said that Chrysler rejected Rand's ser-
vices. It 1s [Mr. Mills}okimpression that Mr. Webster was ex-
tremely frustrated in his attempts to deal with Soviet repe

reseatatives in sales traumactions and was an outapoken critio
febster

of Iégte eonditiops and relationships within Noscow,
uaii

. @trud . xlus!u”s"'nitmt unlikely to defect to the Soviets,
but ¢q fied ¢ view with the thought that Webster was an

unbappy and maladjusted personality whose lack of success in

bis assigned mission and whosa personal problems were svident,
. M1l1a]06

To develop our picture of- or more fully,
_will consult with Mr, %4 Mr. Rayles to Produce,

perhape, a more informéd &n componite picture of Mr, Webster.

According to ¥r. Crowley 00, and ¥ajor Carels, each from his
ovn sources, Mr, VWeblseter ham beean laboring under marital and
financial difficulties and is reported te have had a past
rocord of employment instability, )
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