104:40182-10092 R - K y . : ‘ CLASS " 'CafION - PROCESSNG av o -
‘. N .« N ‘ h EESPA?{%Z 5L CRE o ' MARY ED FOR INDERING
P T 0 ) O
" A Chief of Station, Santo Domingo 7 MO INDEXING REQUIRED ‘
o et . - CHLY GUALIFIED DESK
bl CAN JUDGE INDEXING
FROM
Chief, western iemisphere Division mcrorILe
weacr  Operational Persoancl and Sccurity Natters -
Ylitchell Livingston WER-8ELL, I1I
ACTICN REQAUIRED - RIFERENCeS
Reference: HDCA-3447 RIETURNTO Ci
Action: Paragraphs 1 and 8. Background Us«
Do Not Rep
1. In response to the Station's request contained in

reference for information on Mitchell Livingston WER-BELL, III,
this is to provide the Station with sowme pertinent personal data

on him, and to recommend that the Statiocn, i.e., Theodore R. KETTNE
avoid contact with him in operational matters but, to the extent
securely possible, monitor his activities in the area.

WER-BELL, born on 8 sarch 1918 in Philadelphia,
Pennsylvania, was married in 1942 to sdildegarde Elizabeth
HEMMERIC, and has six children. ie was an Army first lieutenant
when recruited by KUTWIN, with which service he saw duty with some
distinction in the China Theater during the second half of 1345,

' 2.

: , 3. In 1953 he-established his own business, Mitchell werbell
Public Relations and Advertising Company, in Atlanta, Ceorgia,

which went out of business in 1959, due to insolvency caused
primarily by his injudicious and unorthodox trade practices.

(;; Subject is well-known to KUBARK, whose officers have
categorized him variously as unscrupllous, a "whealer-dealer",
and a promoter of grandiose schemes; as a man who lives beyond

his mcans; and as a high-pressure advertising and promotion
man, ’

“5s In the summer of 1959 Subject offered his services to
KUBARK, claiming knowledge of Cuban and Uominican affairs,
Although a POA was granted on 4 August 1959 for his use as a
source of information on revolutionary activities in the
Caribbean area, it evolved that the information he provided was
of little value. It was further judged that Subject wished to
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; use KU3ARh funds to promote his personal interests and, f

consequently, he was terminated in Uctcber of 1953.

6. +«ith regard to Subject's assertions as reported in
reference, we wish to comment that:

a. Although we cannot confirn Qr controvert nis :
status as vice-president of FINA, in April cf 1963 he alloved ! £
.to DDENVY at Atlanta that he was president of Communications “
International, Inc. ODENVY had cdhtacted Subject to deternmine
; his possible connection with Dr. Elmer Henry LOUGILI., who
! has recently been indided as an unregistercd agent of the
t#faitian Government.
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b. while his claim of past KUTWIN service is true,
_the cegree of his friendship with that service's well-known
director remains open to speculation, for there are no
indications that the two were even acouainted.
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c. The nature and extent of his relationship with
many important Central American officials is scorved by an
episode which occurred in August-3eptember 19627, when he tried
to secure the recognition by several Central American countries
. of a Cuban government in exile. In this undertaking, for

exanple, he offered a Nicaraguan governuent spokesman

$100,000 to secure that country's recognition. And, in )
October of 1962, he reportedly tried, through an intermediary,

to purchase used military aircraft in PBPRIME ostensibly fox ?
use in the Dominican Reprublic to train Latin American pilots - -
for a thrust against Cuba. /Tn this October report, Subject :
is cited as being a foruer public relations representative !
here tor the Trujillo reygimet? :
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7. Further to the above, in Uctober of 1962 Subject was
being investigated by CGUENVY for nis possible involvenent in
1959 in the shipping of arms tou Ecuador,

8. ‘The above salicnt features as to Subject's background, .
should be sulficient to discourage any operational use of E
‘ subject, and to indicate tie need for cauticn on eeTitiits >
part should he have any further contact with him. At the sane
time, deadquarters considers that information on Sub ject®e

local activities and contacts, as could affect ODYOKE interesis,
should be reported as such becomes known to the Station.

OLIVER G. CALBOND
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