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MEMORANDUM FUR THE RECURD

SUBJECT: Rgl ations with »lapnolo RAY and tha MRP

1. —}’or background see my memorandum of 14 May 1961, feporting on
my long session with kianolo RAY, Rogelio CISNEROS {Eugenio) and. Ernesto
B.L-_TANCOUPI‘. As will be noted in that merhorandum, -Manolo promlsed to.
come up with a prospecius within approximately ten’ Qaya ume. aftcr con=
lultlng with his 1eadrrs in Cuaba. - ‘
2, ©On} June 1961 Mr. BEarnes called me to say Lhn Mz, Goodwin had

g

vbeen visited by Mr. Ernesio BETANCCOURT who asked for lmmedxau ‘financlal

BUpROrt for certain activities of the MR which would run around $13, CUO
dollars. Mr. Barnss asked mo'to contaict BETANCOURT for the purpose of
ascertaining what the funds were L0 be used for, exactly how much naeded, eto,
{ called BETANCGURT and he 1old me that ] should get thesas'details from

"CISNEROS {Fugenio}, who was sxaylng at room 549 at tha Washington Hotasl.

i cailed Eugenio end made a daia for me and Ray DuBola (Ray Adams is the
naine he uses with Ray and Clsneros) to call upen hln, We called an CISNEROS
at approximately 1835 haura | Juna, and he inforrnad us that he had urgent

need for pesos {or use in support of his eadboiage snd underground ssiiviiigs

tn Cuba, Ha said his people were absolutely without funds, needed monay for
living expences transportaiion purchase of sabotage equipment, alr fares {for
courie~s, and for assisting Deopls to gei out of prison. He zaid that it was

now poshible ior peoplu to buy thelr way owt of prison by bribing one of the
many ‘communist’ lawyeras and:judges. He thought that 1v, o0 or 3v, GuC
would meet tmmaediate needs and that some sort of arran'vemem should ba mada
10 receive funds - 3i, €40 monthly or mercabouzs - on & {irgd and permanent

basise.

3, We mada no gounnitrnem 1o Fugenlo other than 1o 83y .La\ wa would

pa3s his plea alonz to the inierested veopie. 1 reminded him that we had asked

him and pMeanolo to presare 3 pian for considerstion and that we were still
waiting for that plan. 1 said I personally doubted that anything could be done

uniil the plan was vecalved from RAY., He sald Mimnolo was planning to come

Washington on the afternoon of © Juns with the plan, buz that he bimself was
having to return io kiiami xmmedm:e\y and it was vital he be able 10 take the

money with bia, arrange in oilaand {ur puailass cf the posus {at raze ~f L N1 -
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money already in Cuba - dollars would ba deifvered 10 owners of the pesos who
- are in Miami). Teold hin | would <all him in the ’mornlng to let him know how

things stood,

4, 1 d‘ucubpad'our meeting with CISNFROS with Tracy Barnes on the
mornlag of « June. It was Tracy’s opinion, in which I heartily concur, that
. we should put out no monsy whatsoever until we have had a chance io examine
o Kﬁ.knolp?i p}l_arn.and_._‘;to' study’ just what FYopercussions or ramiflications there
., would ba, policy-wise and otherwise, 10 a decision 1o assist the MRP
unilaterally, thas is, outside the Council and presumably without MIRO%
" knowledge or consent. ‘Since RAY has withdrawn his group from the Council
with a great deal of fanfare, it is mosg unlikely that MIHO would look kindly
6ﬁ.,ahy seslstance to RAY, @specially since he feels he has a rather firm

promise from the President to deal only through MIRO,

5. . RAY, upon arrival in Washington, will presumably take his plan (along
with BETANCOURI) directly to Me, Coodwin and [ woild also presumia that

Goodwin will yass 1t down to Tracy and Tracy o ua, Ray DuBois, who has
bgon Manolo’s cane officer, {8 standing by in the event he should be aseded.

© & lpersonally feal very strongly that we should 40 nothing to support the
plan, whatever it is, 'uniil we have recetved from the ‘White House and the
Department clear-cut, unqnjuivocal policy puidance on the overali plan. [ also
fzel that now is the time, if we are £9 103 1o support the MRD unilaterally, to
insert a ron-official cut ouf Into the eperation. I would recommend that cone
sideration be given to using Mr, Harry Pleper {a ¥ AVE contract: emiployee)
on this job. Harry ia tempermentally suited, has a good business hsad, {s
iluent in Spanish {lived 48 years in Cuba), i3 cloared, followa directions,
.completely honest and uémendouaiy ctonscientious, It would be harder to -

find a better person. ‘
; 7. Also, I would !,uio}to point out the security riske inherent in any 2rranga-
mente with thé,RAY'-BE;TANCOURT-_C,ISNEROS trio. These fellows have had .
€33y access to the White House and to the Department, ‘are notorlous for thelir
‘planded leaks ', will probably presume all the Department oificials they deal
with are privy to the arrangement, and before we know it the whole exile
community will be well aware that we are providing financial and material
. Support to the RAY group. Iam not argulng agalnst providing such support,
but am meraly polnting out the real potential for mn_barrnsu'm'evm to us if (he
matter i not handled with the groatest of precautions, I feel they have becorne
to0 closely identified with U, §, -officialdom,. includinz inyaelf, and thae ihe

" piausible denial aspects, to date at-least, are almost non-existent. -
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