Toa1021710217

Y .
. I could go back gnd check, The only thing I do need as I say, Exvumgs.

s

— -
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1o & batter cover than I bavo ﬁat,could—bo varied as I went along.

Fortunately, we would hops that not too many people ars golng to compare

the story. The ¢ther thing the fimpal thimg- - the roason I nust nve
Cwithin / ‘'you're’ 4

some 1dana reasonably short period of time about what gagf inverested :

uJ what you're thinking
M(fﬂ hecauead I have to go shead and meske up my mind vhat

ﬁ I'm going to do about the Atlantic Monthly e if anytbing,

the Encounter . though~
even how I handle TEER thingj"* I think I'11l just make

8. gncountg; thing_
a sort of first persom account of Revolution, more or loss debunking the

© groups gums actua&y_aro in terms of the pusips
at

/

sort of >
press, There was another proposal that I do another rticlo for Atlantic
(hut under a pseudonys,™ vords“

Honthl?,“ﬁdebunking the th in Burope! in other /_ghowing tt_gg
is and

fthero

ponetration charge, showing bhow little ponetration actuauy,;.\how snll the
parties’
they iavolve.

That was the thiug“;}‘q course I could do anyway. But the r/o;son I want

to do this, i have a very serious financial problem. I%running g out of
ay brothor-h;lav's largesse which is ceasing, and I have not been able

to f£ind any work here. I have tried seriously for several months, without
any success whatsoever, and so this financial thing, you know, imposes

on me & very, very close deadline. I need some money very quickly.

_(I'n personally curious about your reluctance to write on the FPCC)
] The PPCC busipess is simply domst:lc’ in the United States. There
were many people imvolved inm it, who were (had) mothing to do-~- like

poor ¥Walter Bow whom I knew very well, in New York, before he was arrested,
oot

with the g : éfoup. How, Walter is no Communist and mever will be

2 Communist, though Walter is perfectly capable of noﬁmly bloving up
the Status of Liberty but shooting anybody in the United States neceesarxy,

he feels, to secure some sort of emd to the type of oppressiom that be

feels, ' : a“} )

14 ]
How this is not --n-—-in other words, I woulda't nnt—- the type

ong could ageda doy ;
of thing to ao,’agaln with ‘the PPCC tbing, the same type of thing I

would do with nevolution. You gust take the statements of J. Bdgar Hoover

————TER

and contrast them with the reality - Hoover made a statement once about
the F PCC showing a curious coexistence~ a curious cooperation between
Frotskyites and Communists,. In nctul fact there was & violent battle

i d Dt e o o LT
going on betwesn the two, n Yhat m actually done by the (Commiitee was

. gonorany dona by people vho had notl;ing to do with tho Communist Party

R

{pe 007 /"f(u !'VJJPO{*. Lot van (RIS

por with the ®% FVWP mﬂ\ Certainly at one time the ‘l‘rotskyites tried to
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take over %= in fact ' 4, vu/} . came very close to doing 28z so.
In other words this £ raises a totally different question.That's why I :
Just want.

don't want to go from one to the other, unless you insenbkniszestedsind 2

general line of debunking. === I know what he has in his mind. He has
an {the) ,
axgsaexst idea of sort of an inside story of comspiracy. Iagctual
4 (_sort of fee ;
thing it’s Just a story ot/\blunderinx and opportun-- well, sort of

oty vt

adventurism without-£#@ many of the things that are certainly imagined,
{pbviously the
you know, shoxssmmistes did rally together very, very strange people, mx
youth : e -
. £E uiuta.ntl\m ~ in other 'orr9 ‘e all excitable left-wing ole-eng ) : K
A L]

in the United States, ame people vho vwere not in any organization, gathered

-~ ~the Cuban Revolution?
arcund the FPCC. At a certain time there was a romantic #ig about/dEwe—
wrsPrewben, it appeagled to students, in particular it appo;lod to such
Hegroes, jt appealed in far less degrse to some of the older people o,/,

the old Left, who were in the Communist Party, who had been in the Couunié'?f,'

Partggf;z:?o & very frightened of 1t.,.lo£'—’$'n§«y they had had th'e EcCarthy
expoerience & bebind thon/ but that wasn'’t the main reasoy 4t was simply .
that thesy lmd,l supppos’, rea”ly put behind them this sort ‘:f effervescent
loftism’, which they would call infantile leftism. And this‘\ ¢hy fZcossppens :
out of the PPCC I suppose so mapy things have happened, I mean, nov Gmumbux

Oswald was & screwball and certainly had nothing really to do with the
Committee. In fact the true story about that I don't know, and I don't
thisk anyoﬁo else doss kmow., But certainly it is severtheless normal that

8 person like that would have been attracted to the FPCC.:
/T’Peoplo like that- -~ g4's attractive (to thon)nt
. . t ts peepiceddbocthas. :
?\nov if you t?ok the ?‘?ﬁ group Th: 3}‘}?1 attracts g ML
the Left element and you find people in SNIE-=1 know that a large number of :
T, . (HCI:.—
people wvho were in the FPCC gmi are FEZRED in sxf!x and the SRIK IBEniE

people, for instance, were the biggest consumerse of Revolution in the

South. But at the same time, this fdoesn't mean that they are Communists.
It means that many of them are, if you will, anarchistgs= types, or people

vho are diugEEst disgusted with the orthodox Communist party; im other
(m,4( Tha f Ty,
words they don't ses amy particular hopes  This is another thimg, that

K1 .
most of the SHIE people were, and still are, non-fiolent, B f’&(} )
S . - - \“1“‘4 a4

Gon though they were interested im viclenceswk mnd revolutiom, they’ bave,
a sort of feeling, well, as one persom said, “ve want to make 2 revolutionm

" but we want to make it mon-violent.” Well, I don't know how they're goimg

‘§ven
to do that. They don’t/know how to make a revolution. E
. . i ! pridiacabanl FRCC "‘“> :
Anyway, this raises so many quostigns- A that's why I don't want to

, ggt involved in it. Anyway, it's too early. it's not like Revolution, which
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s " ((Tho FPCC continues to be wrapped im a great deal of cnotionalisn. ;D i

- 48 a simple thing - you cam say, in an eggsbhell (sic). ‘ S
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Q"h-h e
(Zh;xt questiocn- what's your imclination about how to proceed vith-—-»

Ah-h-h, I don't know how iazs-r'roally I came to England. I was

- T OY S

sort of fed up with the situation ip Prauce, anyway. xa-a=:ny in terms j R T

of Revolution, long before it even collppsed, I had changed my views about

o ought
it aigﬁioll, the whole thinge— I didn't know how to get out of it. And seo

that vas solved by (laughing) by the events themselves. We- I thought that
‘ had ,

coming here 1'd be able to find some sort of work. In fact I hmss been

promised by someons vho is a friend of a very prominent trade unionist .
. (he hasn't been in the country-

that he would be able to get me something - - bu been totally
has been :

unable to = carry out, bis promise. Lopd
(iwould this have been political type work?g

¥o, it-was going.to-be-Jjust- he was going to get me 2 job as sub-
editor for & while amd then get me into anm editorial thimg. Them I tried

with many different coatacts k=g here in public relations and so on,
and had several jobs offered. I mever had any explanation why I didn’t

get them. I don't know whether it is politics, racialism - although 2 that

plays a role in~ In any case, I never we . ,
(England“hs Wolld-ur- : wvas definitely offered
U bere =) with

a Job, right arocund the corner Lh Glemsemtwr Upper Grosvenor Street mhuzs
!.fwa - ’BM'}LJ—*S 4 -) e

oy

as publications director. They called me and said yes. This went on for

~ the American PR firm g called ¥ COnpany,

months, negotiations aand 80 on. And finally she got the money and I was
introduced to a British Colonel who had become newly associated with her,

and I was supposed to start work for them, and thxn I got a letter saying
I never was able to

no. I don't know why. 2 get any reason vhatever.

I'm not particularly keen on being active with political

‘ ) § find 1t really, frankly, h!z!-s:xi very boring. a!ter a cartain point.
tungﬁ. Zo B b i ] 5 '
YN haaala-usnsuxxhuux who nost—»~'» < [
I'm not like Leo Labedz ~ who/s can tell yogﬁgbout the history of

¢~ of Somall _ -
all six Trotskyite pa.rno‘g\~ if you're interested- - ) UT

(Eie s that fellow you nontionod)) , ,

) He's got am enormous zest for this sort of thing, and he's very
learned. He's very kuiifiz knowledgeable. I ‘don't think/\»; A{ter a certain
poeint in dealing with this sort of micro-bidlogy I get rather tired of it.

But on the other hand, one has to see wvhat one can do, withim the range

of one's possibilities.




