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Station Commentat

Scurce offered to srrange a week’s tour of the Escambray for any cbserver .
we choose oo thet we could "gee for curselves.® He losned the Station -~
what was purported to be an pfficial IFEE document entitled: ;Que Es Bn
II Frente Hacionsl Del Escambray? {what 4s thé Second ¥atiomal Froat of
the Escambray?) from which ths information im parsgraph 11 was taken,
Verifax copies of the docusent are attsshed for Headquarters, Base .
Santisgo de Cuba eand Stetion filse.

RI, please card all names apoearing in thie report.

Sonyce hes been assigned @& 0% rating oo the basis of Stetion comtast
with him for over & year, S
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COUNTRY

SUBJECT

DATE OF
INFO,
PLACE &

DATE ACQ.

Cuba REPORT NO. “ HKH=175%
Segundo Frente Nacional del Becmbr.ay DATE OF REPORT ‘ 30 Oc;ober 1958
b NO. OF PAGES § . .

¥

. REFERENCES

A

27 October 1958 . ,
Cuba. Habona 29 October 1958

SOURCE EVALUATIONS ARE DEFINITIVE, APPRAISAL OF CONIINT IS TENTATIVE. NOTIE FOREGOING EXPLANATION.

SOURCE,

1.

PRS- A 27 HPR R T P P

PRV

3.

D B tmaceaadars
.

<!w.'-’ ’ s d .
RFHE lescer in Habana who has just retumed fram a J0-day tour of the

Sierrs ¥scumbray (C). Appreisal of Content: Paragraphs 1-10 1 3j
Parsgraph 11 & Documentasye

'

-

o : . "‘

Rebel forces in the Slerra Escambruy, Province of lss Villas, now consiset
of one major force of about 3,L00 men and two minor forces of about 100

and 164 men each. The major force, which calls itself thes Segundo Freate
Nacional del Escambray (SFNE, Second National Front of the Escambrey),
consists of former students, members of the Organizacion Autentica {04,
Authentlo Organization, followers of Carlos PRIO,. formar president of Cubal,’
and members of the Partido del Pueblo Cubaco (Ortodoxe), ineluding follow= .
ers of Emilio OCHOA.l Orgenisational details of the SFNE are glvea in
paregraph 11 below. The two miner groups are the Directeric Revolusiome
ario (DR, Revolutionary Direstorsts, a student revolut.%omry organiza=
tien) with about 100 men under Rolando CUBELA Secades3® and the 26 of

July Revolutionary Movement with 164 men under Ernesto "Che" GUEVARA.

The SFNE members see thomselves as the answer to the threat posed by the
26 of July movement. While they desire to see BATISTA and his clique
driven out, they are not extyemists and would co-operate with the Cuban
4dray toward the acconplistment of this end. Although there are many
anti-BATISTA persans within the Cuban Army, the SFNE is not in direct
toych with any active conspirmtors therein at the present time. If a
military junta were to be feymed to oust BATISTA, however, the SENE
woeld co-oparate with that junta. With regard to SINE-DR relatiocns,

the SFNE cannot become identified with the DR because of CUBELA‘s
invoivement in the assassination of Colonel Antonio BLANCO Rico in 19562
and the consequent effect this might have on SFNB-Cubtan Amy relstions,

“Tne SFNE occupies a territorial sone of great potential strategic

importance. 0Oiven surticlient arms, they believe that they could csuge . _ |
& governmant crisis in Hadana by seizing and holaing Las Villaa Prov-
ince, thereby cutting off Habtana from 1ts main sources of supply in las

i, .

Villas, Camaguey, and Oriente Provinces. s
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The SINE sulfers from & serious shortege of arwe and smeunition.
Approximately 700 men have Jtalian carbloes and & very {ew heavy weapons
such as Johnuun automatic rifles and Thuspeon gubmachinesuns. The
remaipder of.ths men havo sideams. The carbiries were furnished by
Carlos PRIO frem proviously uxisting esws caches in Cuba. ThHe SFNE, -
has sbout 5100800 cash available in the United States to tmy ams bdut
they age reluctant to chance losing the a;ms to Us S. authorities, who
have alresdy coized gome attmmpted shipments. The SINE suspects that
the 26 of July Movemont may have been ses;onsible for such aq}sureu by -
"upping 201" the 0. 8, suthorities. :

The SI-‘HE 42 fecing a siretegic crisis. Eecsuse of the nims and ambue~
nition shortsze they must necessarily restrict the scops of their milie -
tary esctivities, This means that as the 26 of July ferce under OULVARA
beginsg to zet organized and Lo recelive the full support of the internae
tional 26 of July organization, they will te able to maintain a much
higher level of nilitary activity than that of the SFNE. This will avene
tually resul® in a dsteriorallon of 3FNE mosmle and in tho domination ’
of the Escanbray by GUEVAKA. The SFHE eztimates that this will take

place before tn2 end of Jamuary 1959. They have told PRIO of this
situation and are urging him to send arms and smmuniiion as soon as
possible. Tne CA members of the SFNE are seming about 30 pergonal : e

letters to PiI0 urging his supporte R ( .

Beforp GUEVAIA’s arrival in the Sierrs &scanbray u;eré was a eontin-
gent of sbout 150 sympathizers of the 26 of July opersting in that .
ares. -About half of these have joined FTEVAFA®s force, bringing it * .
to 16l men; the remainder have stayed with the SFNE, OUXVARA’s force o
is well equipped with automatic weapons. The amount of his present L
supplids iz not kmown, He arrived with a supply train of 70 mules, ) :
There are no air ¢trips in his ares, end the coly way his supplies can .~ . !
be augmented is by air drop. 0w \ Uooey,
The SFHE, on the other hand, controls four air strips and cap control ','m'. !
on demand & certain section of the coazt higimmy between Clenfuegos and °
Trinidad. Any of these can be used by 1C-3 aircraft. Ho air shipments

of amms or amauvaition have been received by the SFNE se yet, although

around early October they held the highwy strip for five days awaiting

such & flight. Thbe IR has received one aliyr drop of Thompson submachinss
guns, but most of these were broken under the impact of the drop. -

It coste approximately $2,000 a day to maintaip the fighting force
of the SFNE. Most of this money is reised by taxes on the Escambray
coffes harvest, Some financial &nd materisl aid comes from Habana
from the retaguarcia {rearguard), &s these SPIE supporters call them-
selves. 1he oruE bas a small meaical Gepartment consisting of ubout
two doctors, two aentists, and several murses, They also have a
shortvave transmitter vaiued at about §1,00U, The SFNE receives
iittle 414 from avroad, where the 26 of July -ovanent dommam all

support Activitieseo o g ) Sy

‘/ .

P ™

o -«

* The SPNE has 1ittle poaiucal ideclogy. Its fighting creed i3 *Liberty,.

Justice, Denceracy, The Constitution of ‘L0, end the Lone Star.” Rather
than create another flag as aid the 26 of July movement, the SFHE pre~
{fers to retein the Cuban barner with its sinzle stare - o

The SFNE has completely controlled the problem of Comminism 4a it - - .
zone., Thers are only two self-acdmitied Cazmmiste, who have been . .
allowed to remain in the zone on the condition that they remein R

fquiet® (Tranquile). Compunist lesders from Habans previously uade,»

an approach to the SFES to be ailowed to participate in tre fig /
alongeide ibat organization. The request was made through t‘mr s Lo

adnitted Counists whq resided inm the Escambray zone, al

have since left the ma. Tbo Qmin. olfer was " m /4(30;,&

~
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. ‘SS\IS—iavbrgmized into aeven puerrula forces totaling about. 1, 000
Fesand ane training camp of woout LOO men. ' Set forth below. is the .

. wgmissuoxml and personnol breakdowm . P \ ‘ .
o,‘, . !

e a.<r !{igh Comand

(1) Hajox' Elo mmm }'enqu :h;_ . Cormander-in=Chief
i g (éivilian Armendo ITES Dis§’  Delegate General
Major Williem Alex‘gndar ‘MDRGAN 4. Chief of Orgmisatibn

(L) (eivllianz Aurelio’ NAZARIO S -
. - "Political Adv:laor o

- ,Socretary of Beneral S_

; - {5 csa:gmm 1»ammn
NG -

a_\v ovarriiia coman_gg‘rp - : S
R . ”D "/:::.I)' 4 .

T, .
v (1; _HaJox‘(Pl‘ﬂA (fm) - L P
O te 4 HQJ”NARROYO' ks ,a (fm) - vy -r‘{"" o T e " o
AN 23 : Mador” Lazaro"AR'm_LA A P T

; (L) - Major: Anastusis™( ARQE:N ot P S

és Major Plinig"TRIETO dabxoad) S T

5} Major Jésus ‘CARRERAS M e e e 3

Y Gs Detachmant. COmmanderf
. §2) “Captain Heriberto-ARCE ..

“f ) : Captain Abelr CAMACHO Peren
e §h) Captein: ‘Ramiro<lORENZO .© -
5) ' Captafa Creaommmm

.1 - (6) - Captain JoaqninrHJDRIGUEZ
-} =(7) “Captain Angel” BAHOS: -~
N 8 . Captain Luia-LLORO- cnbreu
captai.n Fuiberto"OONZMEZ

(10} Captadn znrm..m

‘Captaln. Jose SANCHEZ .. -
12)° Captm Eduardd‘ﬁmfu
B; Captaln, Hoiael\mmm rorroouh
1) Captain Leonardst BOMBING: -
15):Captain Rafael CADENA .

(16) Captain- Boborto ‘ORI

-y~ (17) Captain Eduardo{PEREZ © . .
' " '(18)  Captain Doming fORTEOR

(19) Captai.n Julie mnm»

JR-r—
—— .

-~ - d- J\mior otnoerp/)
-——a"’/ (1 to Oscar ‘m 2 Pares o Tl

Ay i
o7 (2) ‘s, Angel\ muom "
{ 23 ‘ Lt Berardo e

Lt Jose Gerardo ‘am:unu SRR
Adan\LOPEZ - LSRN oY
Andres‘mm Ootﬂa S A
Jose \PACIN ¢ . - e s ey
Wi fpedot FEREZ S
" Luds{VARGAS ‘ . VoL
" Marcelol DIAZ Oonsa:m Co ’ e TP PRI
Jalio ANNUREZ Cabada - . .. - . oo e T
Jose A.iGARCIA Aguilar L S N
o

§

Carloa| oozmzmm IR e el
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mg Lt, Sergio mmﬁs DE 0CA - ‘
Lt, Eloino]HERRIWA \ e . \

1 , ‘ g o :
(16) Lt. Carlos{REVFDIOS 2 . L) S ey

(17). Lt. IsmaediPEREZ - e ‘ -
18) Lt. Fermin nuwon Rodrigues .~ - ‘ o :

19) Lt. Miguel{ ALB
20) 'Lt. Evells' wmnm
2__ < Lt m*smcm.

- Lﬁlign Dehzation Genqral‘ . .
%g} (ors Amando v.(rmm Dm Delegate. Gener&L _§' C " R

"Aureliof NAZARIO sﬂ-gm - Political Adviser: ~ L - |

e o

(3} Roger{ROMICUEL . National Coordinators
Provmnial, Departmental ard tnraign Delegations. o ’ /3 ‘ ‘ b .
z.. Internal Committes for Non-Military Matters, . - o '
b, Diseiplinary Courte T N Vo %
1. smitaryvneppm. Ll R
.'Mflz '(captaid_:!me FIZRAI{I“ S comgxgd;gg Ott‘icex-. - 3

: \Lt. Carlo QUESADA ] T '"Exequtive orficer. N 4

(1) (\capcm\xetf FUERTES -
gelino®).. . . {:omnding Otncer

(2) v L, HAPmmJtnu) ~——.. .. Executive _Offiger,

g
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; . . 1. Té§ Orbodoxo leader well known for hia oppusition act.i.vit.iea .
X against !h\'l’lb'l‘&. ]

’

2.  Fommer sudent who participated in the assaasination in 1956 ot‘

f
Lo,  Colonel Antwnio BLANCO Rico, former Chief of the Servicio ds. 1 -
I R Inteliguncia (51, Cuban hilitary Intelugenoe Bervice). T
e e : 13
f‘ T 3. Argenuua medical doctor and 26 of July troop comander who wai .
R AP O reported by a fairly reliable scirce on 8 October 1958 to, bave '! . .

: 7 e reachéd Lae Villas Provincde-in <succesam1 drl.ve fran t.h?
o Siem Haeatm in Oriente Province. e

&, cmm ‘and MORGAN have several’ thnes been reported as. leaders .
N R : -of rebel groups in the Sierre Escambray. HORC-AN is a U. 8. -
N citizen and reportediy a Korean var vetem« : 3

' Armando M. FLELTES Diaz, fommer medical student in the Univeruty

o . of Habena; FLEITES bas & long rscord of revolutionary activitdw
~and left Habana for exile in Hexico on 25 August 1958» . 2

6. Mamber of the Hational, Executive ‘Commi ttes of the "artido del
Pueblo Cubano’ (Orbodoxo) {Cuban People’s Party-Ort.hodox).v :

Possible mfemoe %o Alfredo PENA, mentioned as a guerrilla”
chief in .the Sierra rEscambray,_ in’ the Jnne 1958 ugue ot _13_ de
Hauo ofﬁchl organ 6f tha ‘DRs o

! Prdnhle mtemce o' Plini.o PRIE‘N Ms, rali.ably report.etl., ,
Hay 1958. & an 04" mémber who aigned a; dechution to tha cuhan?
poople nmounoi.ng the open:!.ng of a second tmt. - .

Probabla ntmc to d ms CLRRERAS, roported in tha Jm 19584
uana of _2 do Harzo to be in- the Sieru Famhray. o

4..‘

who was scquitted hm eight m,amdenu
disqxdor in mﬂnitemity. s ‘Roger.
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Imo do lon crgamlv.nos qus mds tmoti.’ora hbor realise en le oorduh- :
ra, 03, 3in l.uaar ® dudas, el Dtpartamnta Smxzamo. A ‘cargo del nimmo estd
&l ropu*.&do galeno, Capitdn José Mixzrani, t.e"uonda 2 sis Srdenes un IuMeross
y valiosf{aimo personal} ocupando el puesto do»eanmdo, ¢l Tenients Carlos =
mouda. El Tean n‘dj.co no selaments m'oata pua servieics s los redeldes, si-
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