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MEMORANDUR FOR THE RECORD

 EUBJECT: Relations with Manolo RAY and the MRP

1. For background see my memorandurn of 1¢ May 1961, resorting en
oy loag session with Manolo RAY, Rogelio CISNERUS {Eugenio) and Erneno
BETANCOURT. As wiil be noted in that memorandum, »ianolo promised to
come u» with @ prosyecius withio approzimately ten days® time, alier con-
sulting with his leaders in Cuba.

¢. Oni Jume 1961 Mr. Earnes called me to say that Sir. Goodwin had

been visited by 2{r. Ernesio BETANCOURT wio asked {or immed:ate nuanchl -

suppcrt for certain activit les of the MAF which would run around 510, (J0
dollars. Mr. Barnes asked me 10 contact BETANCOURT (or the put;ose of

asceriaining what the funds were t0 be used for, exactly how much neaded, ete.’

I called BETANCOURT and he t0ld me that | snould get these detnils {rom
CISNIROS (Pugenio}, who was staying at room 549 ai the wasbingtion Hotel.
i cailed Eugenio and niade & daia for 0:6 «nd Ray Dulsis {Ray Adams is the

name he uses with Rey anmd Cisneros) to call upen hitm., We called on uq\znos

&% approximately 1815 hours 1 June, and he'informed us that he had urgem
neod for pesos for use in support of his sabo.age and underground activities

in Cuba. He saié bis people were absolutely without funds, needed money for:

liwing expensce, tvansporiation purchsee of sohotage equioment, air faves foy

co-.xrie_re. and {or zssisting people to get out of orisca. He said that it was
now possible for peopie Lo buy their way owt of prison by bribing one o{the -
meny ‘communist lgwyers and judges. He thought that 4v, (80 or 60, (G0

would meet immaedizte needs and that some sort of arrangameu. should be mlde

to receive funds « 3¢, (00 monl.hly or theresbhouts ~ on a L{xed and permanent
basis. . .

. 3. We made no commnmeu to Eugenlo ochor than w uy tbu we would

pass his plea along 1o she interested poople. 1 reminded him that we had asked '

bim sand Manols i0 pregare a plan for consideraiion and that we were still
walting for thet plen. | said [ parsonally doubted that enything could be dome

-gmtil the plan was recaived from RAY. He sald Manolo was planning e come to-

Washingion on the afternocon of < ‘June with the plan, but that he himpeif was
baving to retura (o Miami immediately and it was vital he be able to take the
money with hirm, srrange in Miami {or purchase of the pescs (st rate of s a1 »
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‘completely honest and sremendousiy conscientious. .
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money slresdy in Cuba - dollars would be delivered to owpéri of the pesos who '

- are in Miami}). I told him I would call him in the morning to let him know h-w

things otood.”

4. 1diacussed our meeting with CISNERCS with Tracy Barnes om the
morning of 2 June. It was Tracy's opinion, in which I heartily concur, that '
we should put owt no money whatscever until e have had & chance (0 examine
Manole’s plap and to study just what recercussions or ranifications there
would be, policy-wise and otherwise, 10 & decislon to assist the MAP
exnilaterally; that is, outside the Council and presumably without MIRO's
knowledge or consent. Since RAY has withdrawn his group from the Council = | -
with a gres: deal of fanfare, it is mcs: ualikely that MIRG would look kindly S
oo any ullétmce 0 RAY, especiaily since he feals he bas a rather firm : :
promise from the President to deal only through MIRO, © ° ’

5. RAY, upon arrivel in Washington, will presumsbly take his 3lan {along
with BETANCOURT) directly to LMir. Goodwin and I would also presume that
Goodwin will pass (&t down to Tracy and Tiacy 1o us.  Ray DuBoie, wio has
beea Lizpols's case officer, is standing by in the avent he shopld be needed.

6. 1 perénully {eel very stromgly thet we should do nothing to supzort the
plan, whatever it is, until we have received {rom the ¥hite House and the
Departmeant cloar-cut, uneguivocal policy guidance on the overall plan. I also
feeal that now is the i me, {f we are §8ing t9 support the MRP unilaterally, to
insert & non-official cut ow into the operation. I would recommend that con- :
sideration Le given to using Mr. Harry Pleper (2 #AVE coniract employee) i
on ks job. Harry is iempermenially suiivd, has 2 good business head, is K
fluent in Spanish (lived <8 years in Cuba), is cleared, follows directions, :
B would be harder to ;

{find a better parsom.

7. Also, 1 would like to point out the security risks inberent in any arrange-
mente with the RAY-BETANCOURT-CISNEROS trio. These fellows have had
@Rsy accesr to the White House and to the Departent, are notorious ior their :
“planned leaks *, will probably presume all the Department officials they deal
with are privy to the arrangement, and before we know it the whole exile
community will be well aware that we are providing {inancial and material
support to the RAY group. I amn not srguing against providing such suppore,
but am merely poiming out the real posential for embarrassinent to us if the :
matter I8 not handled with the greatest of procautions. 1 feel they have become s
too closely identified with U, S, -olficialdom, including suyself, and that the
plausidle denial aspects, to daie at least, are almost noa-exlstent. oo P
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