Assassination Records Review Board
600 E Street NW - 2nd Floor - Washington, DC 20530
(202) 724-0088 + Fax: (202) 724-0457

August 21, 1996

Mr. Jofut Pereira

Chief, Historical Review Group
Center for the Study of Intelligence
Central Intelligence Agency
Washington, D.C. 20505

Dear John:

I am enclosing a transcribed copy of your August 6, 1996 testimony to the Assassination
Records Review Board. You should review it to determine whether there are any
 substantive corrections that you w15h to make and return them to me by August 29,
1996. :

Thank you agéin for agreeing to testify before the Board.
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CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM:  Thank you very much,

Mr. Tilley. We appreciate your continued help. .

MR. TILLEY: My pleésure, Mr. Chairman.
CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Next, we have two
repfesentativés from the Central ‘Intelligence
Agency hé#e today, to provide.factual testimony for
the»boardron the nature of the égéueétered‘
coiiection, Mr. John Pereira and Mr. Barry
- Harfelsbn;

And becéuse this is‘primérily a factual“
preséntation, we decided that we should put each 6f
you undér oath. éo, if you would, raise your right
hand and repeat afte: me .

[John Pereira and Barry ﬁarrelson sworn. ]

. 'CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: . Thank you for joining

‘MR. PEREIRA:,'A pleasure. »We’renpleased
to try to help énd‘prdvidg information that might
:helé the board,understand the sequestered
;fbolléEtiog. I thought, if.fhe time allows,'I might
.gife 96meibackground to put the séquesterea

4
e

fcollection in cohtéxt for the board.
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CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: That would be very
helpful. . | |

MR. PEREIRA: In the spring of 1992, prior
to the'enacﬁment of the Assassination Records_Act,
the'then-Director‘of Central Intelligence, Robert
Gates, issued instructions to begin reviewing for
declassification all records related to the
assassination. |

,nThewCIA-history»staff<ﬁas-charged with

identifying.the relevant_records, which they did.
-And -once ﬁhat happened, our group that we |
represent, the historical review group, took
custody of the records and immediately began»
revieWing them for declassification for release to
the National Archiveé.
Oifice the Records Act was passed, our goal
bec;he to release as many records as possible by

‘the 22 August 1993 deadlipé established by the Act.

And approximately 125,000 pages were transferred to

' @he National Archifes,by that date.

With subsequent releases, the Agency has

Vs

now declassified and transferred some 227,000 pages
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to the National Archives. And based on discussions
with the Board, we’re trying to release additional
infofmatioh that had been redacted earlier:

The reméining recbidsgare in various
stages of review. Some require feview by ofher
agencies. Some is congressiénal material. And
final decisions on other records are awaiting
diécussiOn with the board, és you know.

Thé‘Kennedy_assassinaéion recofds in the

CIA consist of two major groups of files.

One group consists of the documents in the
Lee Harvey Oswad file, sometimes referred to as
the .Oswald 201 file. These consist mainly of

documents tﬁatﬁweré collected after the

assassination and during the Warren Commission

'M%nigstigafiqp, And there are about 26,000 pages of
ﬁagérigl in this file. All but a handful have been
decléssiﬁied and senf to the Natibnal Archives.

' The second group is one of mafor interest
o jbu_today;_l think. 1It’s comprisedAof the
_gqueétered coi1ection. Theée are records that

Were made,available-;o the House Select Committee
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c ' )
on Assassination and which the committee asked CIA
. ”

'to hold in -safekeeping upon thé completion of the.

committee's investigation.

And there are certain additional records,
including 400 excerpts from the minutes of the
director.ofACentral‘Intelligence morning meetings
and some working files that have been added since
1992. But fhat's pre#ty much the landscape of the
records we have. | |

By going directly to the sequestered
collection; I'd like to say that, first of all,
every document_in the sequestered;coliection wés

available to the board for review. Evéry‘document

.is'available in full to the board without

redactions.

.A?portion of the documents that were

-

lcreated specifically in response to requests from

the House Assassination Committee are in the

record. Other records were already in existence
'}priot to the creation of the committee. And still

gthef documents were created by the committee

itself. For example, there are notes of interviews
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conducted by the committee’s staff.

. So, these are the three categories: those
created for the committee at their request; others
that existed that we provided to them at their
request; and others that the committee itself
created.

Now, within theAsequeste:ed collection,

there are two major categories of records. This is

la simple breakdown. I hope this is helpful. One

category consists of about 129,000 pages of hard
copy. The second category consists of 72 ieels of
micréfilm or the equivalent of 163,000 pages of
hard copy. |

Now, the qguestion has come up of why the

documents were seQuestered. And this is explained

i,‘inﬁg Memb%andum of Understanding,-sighed by the

chairman of the Assassination Committee and the

director\of Centralilntel}igence, And I have a
copy here to submit to the board.

| The memorandum sﬁates that, “Upon
Aperminétion of the'CQmmittee, all materials

provided by CIA and examined by the Committee will

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
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be kept and preserved within a segregated and

secure area within CIA for at least 30 years,

unless the DCI and thevHouse of Representatives
agree to a shortér period of time."

In April 1979, Robert Blakey, the chief
counsel and étaff-director of the Assassinations
Committee}ﬁVisited CIia headquartefs; and'he'
compléted thevérOCess of designafing_what materials
were ﬁowbe~sequestered;--All»thé~documents made
available to the Agsassination Committee were
included in this éequestered'éqllection.

The second question that often comes up
is; where did we get éuthority to start reviewing
these records prior to the Assassination Act? And
this goes back'to my point about Robert Gates
~"§n§ing td”get started as quickly as possible ih-
.théhzeview'apd declassification.

f -A So, the Agency wrote to the Speaker of the
House, Thomas Foley,‘in 1992, requesting approval
:go beéin declassifying and releaéing the records.
épd in‘Qctober of that year, Speaker Foley wrote a

letter to the director, granting CIA the authority
ig
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fto do so.

The Speaker’s decision_Was.cleanly made in .
anticipation of passage of the Assassination

Records Collection Act. So, we have the records,

and we started processing.

Withinfthe'two categories that I
mentioned, the hard copy material is one. And we .
have a>page~describing‘that-for the board, which
'AIfllnleave:with you. This includes copies of mést
df the CIA*décumehts and the Oswald 201 file that I
refefred toiearlier. o

- "Also ihciuded in the hard copy are other
201 files,‘péfsonnel files, security files on
persons who are:mentionéd in documents reieQant to
the assassination or_whd figure in one of the
agﬁgpirécf;théories.
T This part, the hard copy, also includes
about 30,000 pages of documents, memos, and notes
-- many ‘of these, handwritten -- that were created
iipy tﬁe Assassination Committee itself. Sé, those
ére in the hard copy.

Now, the microfilm portion of the

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
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.sequeétered éollection, as I:ﬁentioned, contains 72
reels of microfilm. Incidentally, we found very
guickly that woiking with microfilm wasn‘t-all that
easy, 8O we arrénged to have all of the microfilm
printed out in hard copy.‘ So, we have both; and
both of these are available to the béard, both the
microfilm itself and the printout.

The.decision‘to microfilm Was.apparently
ﬁased.onvtwo m%jor,consideratibns, as far as Qe can
determine from our records. First, the integrity

of -the sequestered records had to be maintained.

Second, a number of“the files that the
Assassination Committee requested'were active
files, andkhadmto be available to ailow people to
continue condﬁctiﬁg,their normal activities within

dthe Agency.

-
-

So, the solution was to rep;ace certain
records with microfilm versions. And these records
were microfilmed during 1979.and 1980 with the
F?;appfﬁval of the Assassinations Committee. And we
'have'memos for the records showing how . .that

happened, so that‘you will have the history on

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
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that.

Now, looking at the content. of the
‘microfilm, éléizeable portion ‘of this e;'probably
50 percent -- dupiicates the'hard.éopy‘in.the
seqﬁéstered filés.. For example; ;here"ate 12 reels
of materialyfrom the Oswald 201 file.
| The bulk'of the reéls consists of‘filgs on
individuals and orgahizationé; including personnel

files of 'CIA employees. There are also a number of

files on anti-Castro organizations. All but a
small percentage are CIA—originated cébles, or
ldispatches, or memorahda and other documeﬁts.

In looking at the microfilm, we believe
there are questions of privacy thaﬁ the board may
waﬁt to-cénsidef in determining what inforﬁation is

fto be relééSed; Some of the records, for example,

conéaih medical information on an individual.A
fhere are also questions of relevancy that
we suggeét the.boafd consider. For example, many
f §£-tﬁe documents cover sehsitive'activities that go
’afar beyond the time frame of the assassination or

N Ed

investigations into the assassination.
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That’s rather brief; but I hope this is
useful to the board in trying to understand the
sequestered'd0cuments, sometimeé called segregated
documehts. We use those terms interchangéably.

And we certainly look forward to continuing

cooperating with the board, with the goal of

releasing as much information as possible to the

American public.
CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Very well. Mr.
Harrelson, do have anything to add?
- MR. HARRELSON: No.
CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Questioqs on the part

of the board? Dr. Joyce.

DR. JOYCE: 'Mr.APereira, you mentioned

that 50 percent of the microfilm appears to

'ig?%icaté‘hhat already exists in hard copy. You

5

mentioned the 201 file as an example of that.

Maybe I missed it, but could you

Jcharacterize perhaps the portion that appears not

iﬁfo bé dupliéated in hard copy? Do you have any

;nformétion about that?

e

MR. PEREIRA: The types of material that
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isn’t duplicative?

DR. JOYCE: Yes.

MR. HARRELSON: This is where you ‘get into
the 201 files which make up»the bulk of the
microfilm, and it‘covers the areas of individuals‘
who were not -- or aréas of their careers that were
not involved in the assassination periods. So,
there would-not be~documents from'there in the hard
copY.

| Most 6f the hard copy, apparently, was

created as the HSC staffers-asked.for partidular

information. They would look at a file, and ask
for copies of it. The ultimate was one cable,
where we found 43 copies. So, most of it -- I

would say, every document is duplicated at least
once, and “used at multiple timeS‘throughoﬁt the
céf%ection. |
‘DR._JOYCE:‘ And it would appear, then,
that most of the information within the 201 file --
MR. HARRELSON: The other area of unique
“inforMation isvthe Cuban exilé activities. Much

d

more in the microfilm than in the hard copy
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collection. And most of that was released in
August ‘94. |
| CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Other_qﬁestions?

MS. NELSON& How much have you been able
to‘look at this sequestered file? 1It’s enormous.
It'boggléSJthe-mind, going through 72 reels of
‘microfilm. ﬁo wonder you printed hard copy. But I
would imagine yoﬁ've only done some sampling.

MR; HARRELSON: With.the.EXception.of the
2oi file -- the.duplicate microfilm-201 file and
the -- Well, that’s the only exception. - We have
|| looked at every page of material.

. MS. NELSON: Db you have'a sense of what’s
not, in your view, an assassiﬁation record? Are
there_certain percentages or certain numbers of

~

hdge? “

-
-

MR. PEREIRA: I think we need to defer to
the board on that. We’re suggesting certain --

MS. NELSON: Yes. That’s what --

MR. PEREIﬁA: -- questions that‘the board
@ay address, but we are deferring completely to you

7

in interpreting the law. And, so, we’re assuming
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that every piece of paper we have that was

sequesferéd ;s potentially relevant.

MS. NELSON: Under thé“sté£ute, we’ll have
to see what that is.
Mk, PEREIRA: Yes, folloﬁing the statute.
CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Any further qﬁestions?
DR. HALL: ‘thn, do youlknow what of these

materials the HSCA used and didn’t use?

- MR. PEREIRA: There’s a -- I‘11l let Barry
‘comment on this, as well. There’s a little bit of
uncertainty. To go‘back, every record that we made

available‘tb the committee is in the sequestered
collection. |
Some ofzthe.indications are that there was

a very thorough'review, obviously, by the committee
m£ a 1ot of records. My impression is;that, for
aéﬁzinrecords, the committee staff requested
.certain filés; We providgd an entire file -- iet's
say, on an individual.'

o :But the committée,staff may have said,
v;Well;'this really isn‘t all that relevant to our

’

work, but thank you. We now know who that person
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is, becéuse-éomeone suggested this persbn may have
been;involved, and we needed toAcheck that néme.“
And inichecking the name, we get the
 impression very quickly they determined_they.&idn't‘
have to read every single paper in the file. 1It's
that sort of b:eakdown;'l think.
| MR. HARRELSON: There are indications, as
you go throﬁgh the microfilm, that some of them
fiiés wérennot reviewed. There is-a sheet for
these files signed by the staffefs, and the.
‘notafions there. We have nevér'-- Since we were
viewing the file as a whole, we néver went through
Jand calculated which one of these it indicated they
‘héd reviewed orfﬁot. |

"DR. HALﬁ: And was it the case, or were .

hége inéﬁhpces'that‘you!re aware of, where they

;aﬁ- ; _
HSCA staff and/or related individuals marked on

‘these documents or.dealt with them_in a way other
than merely reading them?

| MR. HARRELSON: The 3o,ooo,paggs,
frequéhtly are handwritten notes taken from the‘

documents. Since the hard copy -- or in copies

MILLER REPORTING CO., INC.
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made available today, you sometimes find'notatiOné,
their names written on them -- different things.
| MR. PﬁREiRA: But they seem tb have médév
very‘thoréugh notés on documents that they found -
were #aluablé. :

DR. HALL: Did the CIA, in providing these
materials, put any restrictions»on them with regard
to copying that could be done?

7 MR.. PEREIRA: By_thé1COmmittee itself, you
mean? | |
' DR. HALL: Yes. |

MR._ﬁEREIRK: I don't knoﬁ ﬁhat ;he record
sho%s. |

MR. HARﬁELéON{* They were held in one

central location -- all notes -- for review. The

'gtaffersrﬁgs_I understand it, wéulduéome and review
G ' S :

tﬁgée files, makes their notes. And the notes
would then be reviewed bx -- at least, by a staff

person; And their notes could be taken, but the

‘fJfiles were held in one location securely.

MR. PEREIRA: There was an arrangement

"whereby, if they wanted to use a record elsewhere
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for some reaéon or other, there was a means for
making that a#ailable to them; possibiy, by
redactiﬁgAsbmething extremely sensitive, like.fhe_
name of an agent. But they could>-—

DR. HALL: I see.

MR. PEREIRA: But they could make the
arrangeﬁent to have them use the document.

DR. ﬁALL; Congress has less than a’
distinguished history in handling some documents qf
a claésified,hature, and there is this kind of |
.problem.' As document hunters, there‘’s sort of an
interesting prbblem -- the exteﬁt of which, we geﬁ.
unauthorized copying made; andthen_those»documents
are out there sqmeWhere else.

But that’s a side show to this. So, thank

gpu-very much.
e ’ | '
7T . CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Anything further?

&

[No response.]
CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Thank you very much,
gentlemen. We appreciate your help today.

MR. PEREIRA: A pleasure.

R CHAIRMAN TUNHEIM: Next, I’'d like to ask
2 -
, ¢ »
MILLER REPORTING CO., INC. -
507 C STREET, N.E.
WASHINGTON, D.C. 20002

{202) 546-6666




