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' UNITED STA’I‘ES DEPART\IE\"T OI‘ JUSTICE

* emFicy wor-'n_x"v._' DIRECTOR

FEDERAL BunEAU OF I"IVESTIGATION i o0 ] 72 C’J"}

"WASHINGTON, DC 20535 .

January 8,:1979

HOUSE SELECT COMMITTEE ON ASSASSINATIONS
U. S. HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES (HSCA)

o ‘This responds in full to a December 13,
1978, letter to the Attornev General signed by G. Robert
‘Blakey, Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA, which asked
that the FBI declassify, in toto, a Secret, September 14,
1978, - response-made to 16 interrogatories pertaining te
Yuri Ivanovich Nosenko which were propounded by the
Committee in its letter of September 5, 1978.

Declassification of the September 14, 1978,
response required coordination with the Office of Legis-
lative Counsel, CIA, which interposed no objection to
decla551fy1ng certaln portlons of that response.

The Committee's attention is invited to the
fact that CIA did. suggest, with regard to the response
to interrogatory number "8", that the FBI "... may wish
to- correct the dates on which the FBI did not have direct
access to Mr. Nosenko, to read 3 April 1964 until 8 December

- 1968."
For the convenience of the Committee, the

follow1ng declassified, verbatim reiteration of the
September 14, 1978, response is provided.
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.~ This responds in full to the following enumerated
~interrogatories submitted for consideration in‘a letter,
dated: Scptcmber 5, 1978, to the Attorney General and si grcd
by. G. Robert Blakey,‘Chief Counsel and Director, HSCA.
"l. On what dates and for lﬂo v long was Nossnko
questioned by the FBI about Lee Harvey Oswald—
from 1964 to pi 'esent‘;‘"

The ‘files of the FBI indicate that Yuri Ivanovi ch

.'Noscnko was interviewed regarding Oswald and/ov the assassi-
;ﬁnatlon of President John F. Keunedy on February 2¢ and 27,
21064, -and on Maich 3, 4 and 6, 1964. The FBI files do_not
jﬁrccozd the specific duration in whole or in part as to
o topicals -‘discussi ons;: of those five -interviews; -however,
Loosummary; communvcau1ons 1ndicauo the Febrlary 27, 1964 inter-
-view was:conducted on the afternoen of that date ‘and the
. March 4, 1964 discussion of Oswald occurred at the outset
- of -an- af_prncon ‘inte rv1ew ov'tzat date. g S

'%2. When Noser_xko ~\'lvas.questionéd by the FBI about
Lee Harvey Osw'al-:i-, who did the. questionino‘?“ '

The- FBI 1nte‘V1ews of NosenLo, dur 1ng which he was

questioned about Oswald and/or the assassination of President
- Kennedy, were conducted:by Special Agents {SAs] Alekso
'.Poptamch, Maurice A. Taylor and Donald B. Walter on

February 26 and 27, 1964; by SAs Poptanich and W. Mavrvin

Gheesling on March 3 and 4, 1964; and by SAs Poptanich,
Taylor ‘and Walter on March 6, 1964.
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. "3, What background, if any, did the interr
-'gator have in mterrogatlo. ns? What knowleccre _
. -did the inter regatm' have vutn respeet to- 03 vald’s .
' -baek ground?" - S _ =

Therc are no ;e;rlevable FBI St&ulSthS upon viich

_to bage a. quantlflcaulon of ‘the interrogatory experiences of
. the SA personnel .who interviewed Nosenko on the five pertinent
- occasions.. :Suffice it to say, the techniques of coopelatvve
-~ and hostile interrogations are integral aspects of the training
- and-almost daily duties of. SA personnel. In that regard, it

is-noted that during the February and March, 1964 interviews

- 8A Poptanich had almost 13 years of SA experience; SA Taylor

had over 31 years of SA experience; SA Walter had completed
almost 17 years of SA experlcnce, and SA Gheesling had over

-13..years of SA experience. Further, their respective personnel
flles dlSClOSG the follow1nc' . .

SA Poptanich was then fluent in the Russian language

. (Nosenko's native ‘tongue). The Annual Report of Performance
: Rhtlng, dated March 31, 1962, noted that SA Poptqnwch, during
‘the previous twelve montﬁs, had participated in the interro-

gation of a Soviet defector and his knowledge of tlie Russian
language and mores of the Russian people DfOV“d most helpful

~relative thereto.

SA Taylor, on. Septnmber 11, 1962 _recelved an incen-
tive award in recognition of the superior Lashlon his responsi-
bilities were discharged over an extended period of time. The
Spec1a1 Agent in Charge (SAC) of the Washington Field Office,
in submitting a recommendation for the incentive award,
conmented that SA Taylor had demonstrated exceptional ability
in the interrogation and debriefing of three Soviet defectors,
all of whom were intelligence officers. SA Taylor's Perfor-
mance Rating for the period April 1, 1963--March 31, 1964
noted he was recognized as the finest interrogator on tnc
Soviet espionage squad.in the Washington Field Office » which
accounted for his assignments to interview Soviet defectors.
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House Select Committee on Agsasaxnatvon;
U. .S. House of Representatives. (HSCA)

SA Halter was tbe rec1plent of a personal- lettev of
-commendatlon dated October 3, 1663, from the Director, FBI,
for his superior work in the handllno of a very %unblt'v
complicated, fast moving, and nlghly phbl’c'zen espnonqgs c 152,
Prev1ously [on November 7, 1954), he had received & itorius

- salary increase for his outstandlng work on anotﬁer e¢p:onaﬂe
case, successful interrogation Je1ng the key aspect of tnat
1nvestlcat10n. ' :

, SA Gheesling, at tHe time of the pnxtlnent Nosenko
interviews, served as a Supevrvisor at FBI Headquarters and

had considerable etperlence in espionage, intelligence and
counterintelligence investigations. SA Gheesling supervised
the field 1nvesngat101 of Oswald (from the latter's return to
the United States on June 13, 1962 until Septembzr, 1962, and
from November-22, 1963 through mid-1364). He was a551gned
__cxcluszvely to supervisory responsibili tles relative to the-
"fassa951natlon of Preblcent Kcnnedy.

o _ Wn;le thu spec1f1c ~rowledﬂe of Osu ald' backgrqund,
;posse sed by these- SAa atithe time. ot -the. Nosenko interviews,
S “beanswered only: by the SAs themselves, SA Gheeo11n6'

© prioxr” ‘assignment to supprv*SLon of the Oswald investigation
...~ would tend to indicate that he, at least, was quite knowledge-
' able of data contglned 1n FBI flles Loncernlhb Oswald

"4. -On the ates tﬂat Nosenko was questzonec. sbout
Osviald, does there novw exist or ¢id there ever exist:
2. a tape’ of the qa._stmﬁs esked and Nosar :0's

- ANSWers;
M9Umwwufmmmmmauwmm
_ Nosenko's answers; -
- e..a summary of the quesiions asked nnd
- Nosenko's anst I-B:‘S""

Ag notad in FBI- nﬂnorandum dated June 19, 1978,
captioned as above, and which was prepared in response to HSCA
lctter, dated June 13, 1978, to the Attorney General, FBI
recoius scarches have not Locatgd any extant tape *ccolalucs
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“or ve*oatvm transcr*pts of FBI interviews with Nosenko that
‘concerned Oswald and/or the'assassination of President Kennedy.
A document has been located which indicates that FBI personncl
did record the Februaz 'y 26:and 27, 1964, interviews of Mosecnko,
- ameong “others.  Since no: "ecoxdldos or transcripts have bsen
';1o»atod it can be assumzsd that the recordin 1gs were used by
~the 1nt9rvxew"ng SAs to check the accuracy 0f their notes
_ prior to dictating the *esults of the inteyviews. It 'is
"~ further assumed that, upon ‘verifying .the accuracy of summary
 rcport11gs of the 1nterv1ehs, the recordings were disposcd of
-since they had servad the purpose for which they were made,
although no record of  such disposition can be found. Sunnary
reportings of ‘the five pertinent interviews are extant, and
- were dellvered to the HSCA on March 21, 1978.

' “5. What crztnna if an y, was used to determine:
a. what subjects to question Nosenko abouit;
b. how much time to deveote to cach subjectt”

_ L FBI files do not conta1n a specific enumeration of
criteria used to determine the particular subjects Nosenko
was to be questioned about nor the amount of time to be devoted

to each subject in .the questioning.

"8, What significance — with respect to possible
foreign invelvement in the assassination as well

as to the issue of Ncsenko's bonafides (sicj—did

the FBI attach during the years 1384-1568 to Nosenko's
statements about Oswald?"

o The FBI, during the years 1964-1568, cons idered
Nosenko's statements about Oswald tc be very algnlficaqt elements
of his initial reportings, the veracity of which had to be
assessed in relation to the LOLul‘Ly of information furnished
by him. The FBI perceived Nosenko's statements about Oswald,
depending upon s subsequent, definitive resolution of Noscnko's
bona fides, to be the most authoritative information available
indicative ¢f a lack of Soviet governmental involvement in the
assassination of President Kennedy.
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"7. What significance — with respeet to possible
foreign involvement in the fssassination as well s -
to tnn fssue of Nosenko's bonafides (sic)—does

the FBI' attach teday to Nesenko's statements about
Oswald?" : ' ' '

The FBI does not pevceive any swgnuwanb evidence of
for. elgn involvement in the assassination of President Kennedy,
nor does the FBI perceive any credible evidence that Hosenko's
defection was a Soviet ploy to mask Soviet govermmental
involvement in the assassination.. Therefore, the FBI is

satisfied that Nosen! o reported the facts abo it Oswald as he
_knew them. :

"'8. If the answer to question 6 is different from
‘the response to question 7, whan did the change
oeeur and why?" '

The FBI had no direct access to Nosenko from

Aprll 3, 1564 -until vall 3, 1869, and therefore was not in

a position to make an ODJGCT.J.V@ assessment :of his bona. fides
nor "of. the veracity of 1n:o**x.1t10n furnished by hinm. Thus,
information provided by him; in early 1944, was accs epted at

_ face value and qualified in.terms of the source and the

- conditions under which it was received. On October 1, 1968,
. the FBI- advised the Central Intelligence Agency (CIA) that,

‘based. upon a review of material provided by CIA, the FBI

found ' no" substant131 ba51s to conclude that No,.e*l‘(o was not

. a.bona flde dexectoxﬂ howevez, the FBI did not reach any
s -overall, definitive conclusions: regarding his bona fides
“because of a. lack of ‘dccess to Nosenko and all collateral
~-information pertinent to such an assessment. Effective
* Nay 11, 1977, the CIA and FBI concurred that Nosenko was a
- -bona flde defecto;, based upon an assessment of the '

totalﬂ:y of lnfornatlon furm shed by him.

9, ‘What was the I‘BI's position from 1964 tc
1388 on the question of : whether Nosenko is
bonafide (sic}?" '
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“The. FBI from 1964 to 1968, characterized Nosenko

as a Sov.r.et dﬁfecto* whose-bona fldes had not been established.

). -
"10. What is t e FBI's pomtlon todav on thc. o
questlon of- .lh"‘thx.,i lioser‘m is bonafide (sxc‘ o

The F31I cuxre'xtly <:hf.1racter1 zes Nosenko as a former

._‘.-‘Sovxet Committee for State Security (KGB) officer who has
- ' furnished reliable information in the. past, and considers
‘ _Noscnko to be a. ‘bona. flde Sov;ct defectol. :

' :"11 If the answer to questmn 9is dxfferent from
;the response to question 10, wuen did the change
occur aind "i‘-y?" :

‘“The answer to ‘question 8 is con:nde; ed re.,pons*vc

.t_i)(q-u."e tion 11.

'.'."1‘7 ‘What vwas the FBI's posmon from 1964 to - .
1968 on whethier Nosenko was telling the truthin
“the statr.ments he maJe to the FBI about Oswald?"

“The FBI did not take .z position, from 1964 to 1368,

on xvhetner Nosenko was telling the truth in the statements
he made to the FBI about'O'snald. he statements were acccpted

at face value and qualified in terms of the source and the

~conditions under which thcy were received.

"13. What is the FBI's position today as to
whether Nosenko was telling the truth in the
statements he made to the FBI about Oswald?"

The FBI is satisfied that Nosenko t?utﬁftllly

-rcpo*ted the fact.; avout Oswald as he Lneu them.

M4, If the ansvier to question 12 is cifferent
from the resporse to question 13, when did the
change occur and why?"
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, As indicated in the responses to questions 7 and 8,
the FBI, as of October 1, 1968, found no substantial basis to
.conclude Nosenko was not a bona fide defector; as of ay 11,

1977, accepteu a- CIA assessment that Nosenko was a bona fide
dzfector; and has not perceived any significant evidence,
from 1964 to date, that Nosenko reported other than the facts
about Oswald as he knew then. :

"15. Did either the FBI or the CIA have primary
responsibility for investigating Nosenko's state-
ments about Oswald? If nelther had primary
responsibility, was theie any dvismn of
responsiblhty’" '

.. The FBI had primary responslb111ty for investigating
'Nosenko s statements about Oswald that pertained to his
{0Oswald's) activities in.the United States, 1nc1ud’ng the
- assassination of President Kennedy. The CIA had prlmary
._Lr@;pUﬂbelllty for: 1nvest;gattng hosenko s statvmeﬁts about
f}fOswald's act1V1t1es aoroad .

"16., i hat commtum,atxon 1f any, existed bet veﬂxy h
~the FBI and CIA with respect io evaluating andfor’
mvestxo'atmcr N osenko’s sta wments about Osnald'?"

R The EBI ‘orwardod a letter s dated Ma;cb 5, 196q,.
*from the Director, FBI, to the DleCtOI, CIA, enr1051ng
.. memoranda-dated February 28, 1964, and March 4, 1964, cap--
.H,jtloned "Lee Harvey Oswald," which summarized: the results of
- FBL interviews. of hosenko regarding Oswald on February 26
;gfand 27, 1964, and -March 3:and-'4, 1964. The results of a CIA.
-f"lntervxew of Nosenko on January 23, 1964, regarding Oswald
were:furnished to-the FBI.iin a letter from the CIA dated
April-28, 1964. These- partlcular pieces of’ correspondence,
. _’Whllc not. ‘setting forth any specific requests or investiga-
' ;-=;’t1ve leads,_dere furnlshed Lor purposes Of evaluation.

o Where 1nformat;on is not pxovvdcd it is either
--,not retrxevable from FBI Headquarters files or is not being
1.furn15hed pursuant to. tne Memorandum of- Under itanding. '



