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Legat, Mexico City, by teletype 12/2/77, advised ¢
that material released under FOIA on 11/21/77 was carried
as a number of headline stories by Mexico City newspapers
beginning 11/23/77, and on 11/30/77, the leading Mexico City
o/daily newspaper, "Excelsior” began a series of front page

larticles. The stories highlighted sensational rallegations

- tnHabout FBI operations in Mexico and other statements drawn
pou > from the released material. Legat, Mexico City had not

ribeen furnished advance notification of the release of thq
/ material, and at that time strongly recommended advance

notification be made to all foreign offices when FOIA dis-
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Jg- closures were to be made pertaining to countries within ' ,
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of the release after articles appeared in the newspapers,
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Memorandum to Mr. T. W. Leavitt

Re: Lee Harvey Oswald T !
CORFIDzRTIAL

' , In the above instance, Legat, Mexico City would not
have been ablg,to respond to the American Ambassador in a
timely mannerj%}thout the aid of CIA. Fortunate for the
Legat, CIA placded enough importance on the release to have
it flown to Mexico by courier.. In this instance, the
lLegat's office was in real jeopardy. { The Government of
Mexico will cooperate as long as the cCooperation is not
made a matter of public record. The Mexican Government is
very nationalistic, and makes ivery ffort in public to

appear free of U. S. influence 65;)04

Legat, Mexiqb City has now alerted us of a teletype
which was 1/15/78 Afrom CIA Headquarters[go their Chijief
~of Station concerning release under the z&

. FOIA of documents in captioned matter. Legat, Mexico Cit
expressed his concern over the adverse publicity likely-to
result and the impact on our relations with Mexico. He
again cited the need to advise in advance the U. S. Ambassador

in Mexico City and the Legat's contacts there, which is m%;%él e
/
L4

\

difficult by the insufficient lead time granted in this /
matters¢ By teletype to all SACs and Legats dated 1/16/78
notification was made that the above material was to be

released 1/18/78.

The two above-cited instances point out the necessity
of prior notification and the dire consequences of failure
to notify the host Jovernment and the American Embassy concerned.
. Failure to properly inform the American Ambassador in advance
places our Legat in'a most embarrassing position which could
possibly be avoided. Failure to promptly provide similar in-
formation to the Legal Attache could easily jeoparize our
entire Legal Attache operation, taking into account t?ﬁ
2

sensitivities of theé host country government.

RECOMMENDATION :
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Tw%é)That in order to avoid placing our foreign operations
e pardiZ}future releases effecting our Legats be coordinated
in advance Wwith the Intelligence Division. ‘
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