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than I and nothing stands cr notﬁinq sticks in my mind to
suggest that Dick. said any thing which Qould be other than
normal, casual conversatior after what was rather a strong
remark by the President; Ind I was a little bit stunned,
needless to sav.

Mr. Kirbow. Thank you very much, Mr. Szule.

Mr. Aaron. If we can go onto another subject, Mr. S2ulc,
from page proofs of a fortlcoming article in‘the magazine
there is a suggestion thert concerning the involvement of
the Agency in -- the Centr:l Intelligenca Agency -=- in the --
involvement of the Agency ¢ fter the 195615uez War in a program
with Israe;. |

Can you tell us what that story‘is about?

.Mr. Szulc. The article which is ﬁo appear in the Auaus®
issue of Penthouse maq&zine relates in a éenéral fashion for
reasons which I will explain presehﬁly, if so desired, ths
fact that sometime in tha Jate 50's subsequent to the Suez Yar
of 1956, the CIA had made ¢vailable to the Israeli government
technical knowledge, techhzcal assistance, in mény fields.

leading to the creation -- that was the case at the time --

-or the development at least of a'nuclear Wweapon.

Mr. Aaron. Can you tuvll us how you managed to acquire

‘the story, what substance there is to it, or in what way the

story can be substantiated”

Mr. Szulc. I wag to' d by one:-of my hews—éources that a

HW 47129 Doc;d:“_2202445 Page 2 TOP S ECRET o




-,
a
s .

Phone (Ares 2.-6000
o

TOP SECRET

40

situation had occurred in tae 1960's in which the CIA delivered
to the Israeli governﬁént classified information, technical
knowledge know-how, the services of distinguished physicists and
fissionable material in the férm of élutonium to assist.in the
development'pfvan Israzli nuclear weapon at the Dimona Israeli
Nuclear Testiﬁg Grounds. |

I have raised the subjact in a private conversation with

i

Mr. James Angleton in the soring of this year. Mr. Anqlston

told me that essentially this informétiou was correct.
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Let me baékttack_and aid one point.

f
t

My original information was indeed the counterintelliqgerce,

the CI Division of the Central Intelligence Agency, which was

then hesaded by Mr. Angleton, was the unit in CIA responsihle

Y

for this nuclear operation. Because of an acquaintantshin

which I have with Mr. Angleton I had the opportunity in a
private couversatibn»to ask him in so many words, can you -
corroborate or confirm that this which I have described took

place and that you and CI were involved in this.

Angleton said that -- he was rather taken aback by.ihis

information -~ said that, in effect, he could confirm it, wieh

[

two corrections. One, the timeframe was wrong, that it was
¥

not in the early '60's, but indeed in the late 'S50's after the |

oo L

—
was not delivered by him or the CIA or anyone of his knowledie

Suez War and number two that as far as he was concerned it

|
?
|
{
|

[
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"of any fissionable material such as plutonium or other matarial.
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That all that was made available to the Israeli goverﬁment

by the CIA as represented, and as represented by CI, the

assistance, and the availability of one or more distinguished
nuclear scientists or physicists whose services were available

+o the United Statas government.

I, based on information which I had from my original
source, asked Mr. Angleton Qhether he could coufirm that
a British born scientists whose name, upon investiqgation,
turns out to bé'Mann ~-=- M-a-n-n -- first name Wilfred Basil
or Basil Wilfred =~ again I can cérrect the record at that --
where Mr. Mann, or DF. Manr I should say, was indeed one of
the scientists involved in Ehis opasration. Mr. Anqleﬁon
confirmed that indeed this was the case.

He cautioned me ﬁhat any publiéatioa‘of Dr. Mann's
involvament in Mr. Angietor's words‘COuld be enormously
explosive, damaginqléo the national security of'the United
States, dam;ging tdlour intelligénce assets and also'enormously
dangerouS'tq D:t“Mann perscnally. 1In effect, !ir. Angleton
said at one point that should I surface Mr. Mann's name,

Dr. Mann's n;me, he may go as faf as commit suicide.

I asked for an explan: tion and Mr. AﬁqletOn told ﬁe-that
Dr. Manﬁ; who Qas a British citizen at the time, whd in the |
'50's was part of the joint:q.s.—aritish nucléar group based

at the British Embaésy in tlashington, was found by
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counterintelligence, by CIA, to have been involved in some way

in one or more espionage situations involving the defection

of McClean and Burgess and subsequently Philby. I asked

i Angleton to tell me more absut this. He said it was one of

'-)7 Ry

Y those very complicated double agent situations in which a :
, - |

t
[}

i decision was made when Dr. “ann was still in this country that

g,

E he would not be prosecuted, arrested or otherwise exposed and ’

~

ﬂ»because the Agency felt that he could bg useful or helpful as

1 a U.S. intelligence asset.

It is further ﬁy understanding that Dr. Mann, who now
I . ,
resides in Washington, D.C. -- or I should say in Chevy Chase,
Maryland, across the state line -- is now employed by the U.S.

Bureau of Standards, is an American citizen. According to

Mr. Angleton, his equivalent, the CIA equivalent of'avparole

situation which means he's inder surveillance and has to report

at certain intervals to his case officer or his parole officer,

és it were, at the CIA and ne repeated that should'the story

!,Of Dr; Mann's ipvblvament ia thosa situations, the espionage |
situations and the Israeli situation emerge, it could be
~enormously damaging to the J.S. natioﬁal interests, to the
negotiations in the Middle zast, to men‘with our intelligence ]
arrangéments with the Brigish, who I underétand h&ve the knowledge

of the U.S. decision not to prosecute Dr. Mann and that in the
’ . I

end it could even become pecrsonally damaging to Dr. Mann to the

point to use Angleton's woris, he might kill himself.

) 47125» hocm:sz;:zui Page 5 To PSECRET . ‘
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I told Angleton that 1 would handle the story in the most

careful way, which is the way in which it appears, or will

S || appear, in Penthouse magazine. The name is not given. There

. Phone {Ares 202‘000
[iv) bt

4 | is no mention whatsoever of the Burgess-~McClean-Philby type

of situations.

S5 |
i
6 § Angleton's name is used in the story to corroborate the
7 ﬁ material but without direct attribution to Angleton. The
& i article will say or is sa:ing that sources close to Angleton
|
9 % _Sgnfirmed the thrust of the story but disclaimed other allega-
10 g tions, or words to that effect, that a fissionable mater%:i
11 was made available to the lsraeli government.
12 E Mr. Angleton chose not to go into a question which I

13 raised with him which was vhether this operation was undertaken

WwaAaRD h‘

14 with the knowledge and the authorization of the President of
15 ' the United States at the t:me or the National Security Council,
16 | the Atomic Energy Commissicn and/or other departments of the
17 government who would normal ly be responsible for transfer or
18 i clearance égr transfer of classified information in the nuclear |
19 | field to a foreign governmunt.
20 Mr. Angleton chose no' to discuss this and I therefore was |

21 | not in a position to pursu. this point which obviously was ore

22 || which contains a great dea..
23 Mr. Schwarz. Did you discuss with Mr. Angleton anythina

24 about -- any question rela:inm to why this was done, assuming

410 Fu‘l. 5 €., Wastungton, D.C. 20003

25 || this was done, if it was done?
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Mr. Aaron. Can we int:rrupt the record to note that the

Senator has left.

S (Senator Mondale lzft :he room.)

Phane (Area 202.00
o |

4 [ Mr. Schwarz. Under th: rules, vou don't have to proceed

o

;. further, if you wish. i
I .
6 | Mr. Szulc. Fine with ne.
? i Mr. Schwarz. Did you -liscuss with Mr. Angleton whaether or

8 not there was anything tha¢ the United States or the Central

9 Intelligence Agency or Mr. \ngleton, taking them in that order,;
10 raceived in return for the jassage of this material, if in

11 fact it was passed? | j

12 Mr. Szule. No, I did ot. I did no% raise the guestiorn,

13 I suppose because among oth:r things because of the limitation

WARD a..

14 of time and because hy main ‘effort at that point was to try
15 to corroborate to my own satisfaction that such an operaticn
16 occurred and to obtain from Angleton as much as I could of
17 corroboration or denial, which was done in the form of

18 ¢ transcribing.

19 Mr. Kirbow. Let me get it absolutely clear so that there.
20 is no doubt left in my mind.

21 Did you describe in the same detail to Mr. Angleton that

22 | you related here about ths transfer of all of this stuff and

23 the physicists, and did he confirm that that did in fact take

24 place except for the fissionable material?

410 Fu.. S E., Wasmngion. D.C. 20003

25 . Mr. Szulec. Basicallz ves, I said something to the effect
- — R

N,
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T

1 that I understand, can you confirm this or not, because I'm

in a quandry, do I use the story or not, would you comment on

3 the following information. In other words, do I understand

Phone (Ares 2.-6000
n

4 correctly that the CIA and specifically counterintelligence and

5 | you persouaily have engaged in making available to the

6 || Israeli's information, know-how, assistance, technical

i,

}_+ assistance, manpower, scientists and nuclear materials for

8 development of nuclear weapons in the early '60's. ‘
9 This was roughly the way I put it to him. His response ;

E
10 A:gs, being rather taken aback by the question in the first_’ i

11 | place, you know, he said, how the hell do you know about this,

|
12 | and I said, well, you know one hear's things in this town, i
!
s

[

13 and he says well, as long as you know, you might as

14 || Well have it straight. Your timeframe was wrong, it wasn'¢

WAno.L

0

15 the early '60's it was the late '50's and decidedly, flatly,

16 to the best of my knowledge, there was no delivery of

17 fissionable material ¢o the Israeli‘'s.

18 Then my second question was, as I recall, do I understar!

19 _correctly that Dr. Mann was onz of the scientists who were

20 .made available to participate in this operation, which he

'21 confirmed, as I mentioned, and then he said, but, did you ¥now

iy

29 that he had this peculiar tackground to which I referred
23 earlier.

24 Mr. Kirbow. You referred to him as a double-agent

410 ‘el. 5.E., Washengton, D.C. 20003

25 background?
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Mr. Szulc. He didn't ise the word. I think this was
my word to describe him. I think more precisely he did not
use the expression.

Mr. Schwarz. You statad the conversation took place in

s

the spring, was it April?

g

Mr. Kirbow. April of 'Jl5w=
Mr. Szulc. If that's really relevant to vou and I can
lock at my calendér’and giva you the precisae date of it. It
would have been late March, early April.

Mr. Schwarz. Well, I think it would be relevant if we
want to check it out with aanybody else.
Mr. Szulc. That's easy. I can check it out.

Mr. Schwarz. Where dil tha conversation take place?

Mr. Szulc. It *ook place in the home of a mutual friend

AP

in the first instance and then it continued at dinner at a

16
17'
18
19
20
21
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24
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restaurant in Washington.

L—

Mr. Schwa:z. Dinner ia the esvening, not lunch?

Mr. Sz&lc. I would say most of the conversation was at%
the mutual friend's house and loose ends were wrapped up at
dinner.

Mr. Kirbow. What was thes friend's name?

“r. Aaron. Can.we ask a different queétion?

Was your mutual friend a party to the conversation?

Mr. Szule. Yes, ha was present.

Mr. Kirbow. Then I think the question is even more
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pertinent. What was the pe-son's name and do you mind telling
us where the home is locatel?

Mr. Szulc. I would hase the same problem that I had with
the other question on sourcas. ‘I have no difficulty here,
I would make the request, i I may --

Mr. Kirbow. Certainly.

Mr. Szule. Because it does involve a friendship here.

Mr. Kirbow. Apparently Mr. Angleton's a personal friend
of yours too.

Mr; Szulc. No, I woulin't describe him as a personal
friend. I would describe him as an acquaintance, a good
acquaintance.

The mutual friend is Benjamin Wells who is a former

[ —

correspondent of the MNew York Times, he's a former officer of

e el . ‘ .
the 0SS who worked with Angleton in 085S, Is there some way in

which I can refer this as priviliged information or words to

S

that effect?

I do not like to be in a position of violating confidences,

situations where people are trying to be helpful.

Mr. Schwarz. Well, I think in ﬁhis case the individual
does have evidence. The other individuals wefe just sources,
and there's a distinction tetween this and the other.

Now it seems to me if Mr. Angleton confirms this story
thgﬁ anybody else's testimcny I suppose is irrelevant.

Do you agree with me, Charlie?

e 47129 DoeId:32202445> Page 10 Top S|§CRET
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Mr. Kirbow. Yes.

I believe that it should be fair to say to you at this

| time that if the Committee chose to verify this matter with

: Mr. Angleton and he denied the same, then the Committee might
| well want to look further and talk with someone else, so I

| make you no promises of what the Committee would do. I'm not
? in a position to do that as a staff member. But I think that
! would be a matter which they would very cafefully consider

along with the regeust that you‘ve made.

Mr. Szulc. _Ehe point of the request is essentially that
Angleton and Ben Wells are old and close friends. My ;
acquaintantship with Angleton is through Ben Vells and in a é

_;éy it is a bit of a -- it would be a bit of ethicalvviolation.,

you know, friendship to cite Ben Wells as a witness, a
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corroborating witness.

Lt

Mr. Kirbow. I don't believe we understand here that he
corroborated the fact, only that hé was present at the time
that the confirmation took place?

Mr. Szulc.  This is why I have a problem of giving you
the name but again I want you to understand about the personal
relationship that exists arong friends, particularly in our

profession.
Mr. Kirbow. I think rore importantly in our understanding
you should understand that the transcript is in your own

words available to the Comrittee and they will be able to see

TOP SECRET
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exactly what the concerns are.

ﬁr. Szule. Sure.

Mr. Schwarz. I don't have anything further on this
particular matter.

Mr. Aaron. I have ohe last matter.

Do you intend to do an-’ further stories on this particular
.subject?

Mr. Scwharz. This one’

Mr. Szule. Israel?

Mr. Aaron. Yes.

Mr. Szulc. At fhis point, no. I understand that a
colleaque of mine, a professional colleaque of mine in this
town has some knowledge, I 10 not know how much, of the

general story. This colleajua, for his own reasons, has

refrained from publishing i:. We have discussed it as friends. .

We have made an arrangement that -- a gentleman's agreement®,
if you will, th;t each will inform the other the last minu®e
if one 6f u; wants to use tie story.

This is a conversation which goes back to January,
February. I beleive .that ny colleague, at the time, a® least,
did not have as much information as I believe I do at this
time.

I would go back to this only if either this colleaque
surfaced in more detail than I have and as you will sea in

Penthouse I am enormously restrained about the datail. ‘“ose

TOP SIECRET
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of the detail that I mention here does not appear ip the story

for obvious reasons. Or if some agency of the government‘

produces a flat denial whic:h then involves my credibility and ;

my reputation as a reporte:- which would then force me almost

in defernsive action to qeo._: nto de*all

If left alone, I woule prefer to stand on what I'va
written and the story is t¢ oome out in‘such detail as I have
mentioned here. My personal predilection would be to see it
come 6ut through the Committee for reasons --

Mr. Kirbow. You'ra telling the Committee then that you
did not obtain the information from this colleaque of yours,
but you think that he has s:parate source information? \

Mr. Szulc. Well, He has sources‘that are obviously not --

Mr. Kirbow. Could.you ell us thisg colleague's name?

Mr. Szulc; If it is not absolutely necessary, I would I

rathar skip that oue, becau: e again we are in this peculiar

field of very personal finarcial relatxonshxps and I don' t

think it really tells you all that much. You know, we tend to

waltz around each other, you know, when one of us thinks the
other one knows what he's working on there's a little bit of
waltzing and there's a littla bit of confidential -~ discuss
personal friendship involved.

I see Wells' name is re _evant to the conversation because
he can corroborate a conversition. Here I'm dealing with a

man where I don't even know how much knowledge he has, and sirply

TOP SECRET - ’
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we were discussing did we know about a CIA nuclear Israel
gsituation without mentioning any details. Angleton's name was

never mentioned in my conversation over lunch with this colleaquk

so I don't even know what re knows. He may know just the |
genaral subject. _ !
Mr. Aaron. I have one question, the last question for :
my part.
Why did you want to tell this story to the Committee?
Mr. Szulc. Two reasors. | ;
As a reporter I do not believe that I can clarify this
matter further than I have because of my own limited resources.
I cannot subpoena people, et cetera, et catera. I think it is

an extremely important point to be established in the context

of the whole look into the intelligence community whether +this

|
is or is not the case of the Agency acting outside of i
astablished channels of government. !

I think it is useful and necessary for the Conqress and ‘or
i
i

the public Opinion at some point somewhere to have knowledae

of it since I am not able professionally to pursue this any

|
further, unless someone lands on my doorstep with the informatioh.

I think Anglefon is as far as I can go on this in what he

has givén me I have written with all the self-imposed restrictioLs
to which I have referred and I think that nothing is served i
by my keeping this in secrecy. ;
|

The thing which I have not printed which I have mentioned

TOP SECRET é
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here, but I think that there may be a valid‘follow~up on your
part of this information. Call it a citizen's duty for lack
of a better word.

Mr. Aaron. Did you speak to Mr. Mann or Dr. Mann about
this?

Mr. Szulec. No, I did not. Deliberately.

Mr. Aaron. Did anybody working with you make an effort
to contact him?

Mr. Szulc. No, it was a very deliberate decision on my
part not to go to him because he'was described to me as an
elderly gentleman in ill health and if, indeed, with Mr.
Angleton --

(Pause)

I was simply saying tkat I made a deliberate decision not
to call Dr. Mann because I did not think one, he could be
very helpful to me and I was told by Angleton and other people
that he was an elderly man in ill health and my calling him
or coming to him saying is it true that you're a spy, is it
true thét you worked for the CIA in Israel, is it true you
work for the CIA would unhinge the person and in situations
like this I think most of vs have simply to balance what you're
likely to get out of a call of convarsation againsf the
dam;ée that you can inflict on an individual, and I felt that
it was too little to be gained.

Mr. Kirbow. I have ore final question.

TOP SIECRET
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Although you'va indicated this was prepared for an August
issue of Penthouse, did you tell the Committee when you first
obtained this information from your source?

Mr. Szulc. The very first inkling about this would have

been early February.

Mr. KRirbow. Of this year 19752

Mr. Szule. Yes, 1975. And then I pursued -- I was given

the name of thea scientist and we ran down the background details

ard so on, subsequent to which I had a conversation with

Augl=-ton which would have teen, as I say, late March or early

April. And Angleton was really the only -- professionally the

only person who could ba ir a position to discuss it, Even if

he stonewalled it, which he did not, which raises the question,

was the counterintelligence, was the CIA or how was it directly

involved.

Mr. Kirbow. Have you ever discussed this with any other
government offigial or police person?

Mr. Szulc. I have not other than which appears in
Penthouse magazine or will appear, this is the first discussion
to date.r

Mr. Kirbow. Wa want 0 thank you, Mr. Szulc, very
much.

" Mr. Schwarz. Thanks.

(Whereupon, at 4:55 o clock p.m., the hearing in

"the above-entitled matter vas. recessed.)
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: FRANK K. KENNEDY
. Born: 6/27/31, Hunzary.
Original Surnamc: Tatabanya.
Divorced, date unknown; first wifs Hungarian, named Magdano
Remarkied 6/20/65
Social Security Number: 0L3-32-1C39
GS-9, Step L. LEarns $6.20 per hcur.

Started Federal Employ 3/66.
Became Career Employee 3/69.

Received Outstanding Attendance Citation, 1971-72.
Received Utfice of Emergency Prepiredness Award Commendation,
Date Unknown (Routine Award).

Assigned to WHITE House Area GSA [Date Unknown; re-assigned to Rock
Creek Arca 8/9/70).
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get information such as citizenship, date of entry into U>, home

. - Contact getting above felt he cou.dn't push source further, to
phone, etc....if in fact, some of this data in records.
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