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MISMORANDUM FOR  SENIOR STAFF
SUBJECT: InSueation 9 Clossifivi Documenvs ot LBJ Libravy Relaled Lo
Covery helions Ageinst Cuba
FROM: Loch Johmson
MY

Among the many docuncnts which I examind at Lhe Johnson Library ia o
Teras this past week is one thot I find particularly alarming., I wish
Lo draw il Lo your stlention.

The docwaent in auection is Frwm tha JCJ Lo Lhe Secrelary of
Dnfense, dated 30 October 106L.  The subjcc:s Ls o proposed covert
zaotion egoinst Cuba, with Lhe cuwde naue 3,J1\L DANCE.

On 2L Marveh 1964, the JCS -esponded Lo s Presidentiz) recuest for o
nev Ldcies relsfive Lo Caba by advising thoe ¥aite House thal ony new A
promising courses of action €9 undermine thi: Castiro regime wauld be < )

browsht $o tne President's attention. Appar:nily their [irst briecht
ned jdea was JHUARP DANCE, sutlined in tine 3 October documenr {actoched).
‘Tne provasal envisioned the destruclion »I Lo Cubien ceuncmy vy intro-
zerislly from ofC-shure & sumar cone .lant parasite culVed
. 'The program would begin with a 30 ue - ceal veduction =f anbtici-
pated Cuban sugar production (see page O) o within threc-iu-zix

bin

renrz the fuinolion of Lhe sugar indusiry woild be achieved. '"The ' =

ccondmic ond poiitical dislurbances coused b - bthis altack couid be ' Fo, o

nwa'erbubed ond exploiied," conlinues the JC: memv, "by such measurcs ——
' i presding hool-cnd-monih disense oo dr . Tt oonimals, eomtroliiag

raxnfal- by ¢loud ecoxn", mlnLng cuneixe
irg other acts of convent ional savolage ep
tLrunsportation cystems" (6, emphasis a2dded). In sum, SGUARE DANCL
“would furnish another apiion to the United .itstes in bringing about
the ¢ollapse of the Castrd> regime" (7). .

Tburning TAnc, ona direcu- -

a5
ciist the cane milliny and
A
J
¢

In Appcndix A of the g

[ARE DANCE nropo. al, the meme notes ivhul
the nppr0?3§ for implcmcn»A i

Jor Lhe vrogr.m “"would introduce 2 new
dimension ints ¢ald war me $ ond would recuire ¢ major chonge in
national poliecy.”™ Indced ponld-—onr ot Toi sl one hopes we huve not
uzed zuch methads belave! cproposal is no Lhing less Lihon o voriaab
af gern warfare which wonlil have hud soric o cangvgaioed U il alig

eivilian populstion, . -

H

At this point we do not kasw whot honon od Lo the SUUARE DANCE ;
conceph. I mey never nhave been lmplemenicd at all, even partially. Ev{
(The eovering mema written by Iowman, an HSC stuiler, Lo Dundy susmesis '
that the White llouse was skeptical towurd Lhe idesa.) To me, though,

' ' objection 10 ¥oo 6, axeeptiot
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the mere writine of this wind ol propuse? L & reprechensible Cirsh step
toward the worst kind ol Torcipn policy mic hief. I (ind it even morc
. repugnont than contingency plans [or assess nation.  These are nol the

kinds of recommendations Which should fiive - up t2 the White House [rom
the inlelligence community. The agencies m.st have a better sense of
what, is accepuable policy, legally ond mora l1y. As in the luston Plan,
the White House was _confronted here with a . eries of illegal and un-
cthical oplions. Eﬁg result o0 SQUARE DANC. would have been parasitic
death {or the major plant ead animel life 1. Cubu. The feeble efforts
of the CIA to direci assassinalion avtempus sgainst Castro puie by
comparison with vhis Awmy proposal [or cove. 't achiiga ‘

T believe SQUARE DANCE deservas our ai enbtlon. If asssassination
is unacceptable, surely too is the widespreid destruction of Ezant
and animal life through covert gcrm warfare ) Somehsw (probably through
hearings ond restrictive iegislailion) the C(ﬂSFGSS must drive home iLhe
point Lhot there are legal end moral limits Lo American [oreign policy.
These limits may nol be essy Lo deline, but we must Lry.

woto: On the third poge of the sccond srtuacnment (a "Memorandum [or
Discussion of Covert Prorsram Against Cuba xrithn by Bundy) reference
is made to "possible addilion 2f contaminating elemenis Lo sensitive
Cuban imports (not food)." The cover memo 1rom Gordon Chase (NSC
staffer) indicabtes that this proposal received Presidential backing.
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