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'S FILE CONTAINS SPECIALLY DESIGNATED INTELLIGENULE MALDXKIAL

(COMPARTMEN"D)

tion in this file is to be rea:d only. It is not to be extracted,
paraphrased, or discussed with another pexrson without specific
I1{ you have a question, or a requirement, speak to the Contrcl
10 gave you access to this file.
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fig;d;f Review Staff: 75/1083

"CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY /Qq g?

Mr. William G.
Staff Director
Select Committe
Operations Wit
Activities
United States S
Washington, D.

WASHINGTON, D.C. 20508
14 July 1975 S

Miller

e To Study Governmental
h Respect To Intelligence

enate . ik
C. 20510 | .

Dear Mr. Miller:

Attached are four paraphrased copies of the following

requested cable
Mr. Colby's app

s in response to a request arising from - ‘ ;
earance before the SSC on 20 June 1975:

1.. SAIG 1445, 5 October 1963 [t
~ 2. SAIG 1447. 5 October 1963 : —
3. DIR 73661, 6 October 1963

4. SAIG 1463, 7 October 1963

CAP 63560 dated S5 October 1963, also requested, is

not included.
no copy.

- DEPTEL 534,

Third Agency Rule applies to this document, and the SSC

should contact

Attachments: a/s

NATIONAL SENJITYINFORARHONW
Unauthorized Msciosure Subject 1o
Criminal Sanchions.

) PPN
. ‘*.9,1.,: ta . L .
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This is a White House message, and we have ' f

5 October 1963, is also not included. The

the State Department for this cable.
' Sincerely, : —
Caat Tltin o

Walter Elder
Assistant to the Director

RE{EE FROM

JuL 15 w5 | | L
CiA | o glix.

dectazsificalion s-hzcuic of E.O. 11852
exemption ccheduin 52 (1), (2), (3)
Automalicaily. declacsified ¢a
Dai2 Impossible to Celermine
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TOP SECRET 0512102

Soh T | | een
IMMEDIATE DIR CITE SAIG 1445 o C (3‘,LL¢Z” cagte

 RYBAT TUCOBALT ~ ' i'ﬁﬁ 5{ 3672

2 ‘ T S o ’ P

1. LT, COL. CONEIN MET YITH GEN, DUONG VAN MINH AT
GEN. MINH'S HEADQUARTERS ON LE VAN DUYET FOR ONE HOUR AND TEN
" MINUTES MORWING OF 5 OCT 1963. THIS MEETING WAS AT THE |
INITIATIVE OF GEN. MINH AND HAD BEEN .SPECIFICALLY CLEARED IN . -
_ ADVANCE BY AMBASSADOR LODGE. NO OTHER PERSONS WERE PRESENT.
" THE CONVERSATION WAS CONDUCTED IN FRENCH.

2. GEN. MINH STATED THAT HE MUST KNOY AVERICAN GOVERNHENT'S
POSITION WITH RESPECT TO A CHANGE IN THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAl
WITHIN THE VERY NEAR FUTURE. GEN. MINH ADDED THE GENERALS VERE
'AYARE THE SITUATION IS DETERIORATING RAPIDLY AND THAT ACTION

" TO CHANGE THE GOVERNWENT MUST BE TAKEN OR THE VAR WILL BE LOST

' TO THE VIET CONG BECAUSE THE GOVERNMENT NO LONGER HAS THE SUPPORT
OF THE PEOPLE. GEN. MINH IDENTIFIED AMONG THE OTHER GENERALS
PARTICIPATING WITH HIN IN THIS PLAN: - -

: ) r~ \ T eepmimn g
MAJ. GEN. TRAN VAN DON . E%tp _:;“§>*3§
| i
BRIG. GEN. TRAN THIEN KHIEM 15 1975
MAJ. GEN.TRAN VAN KINM e - (3j%% . \
TOp Corney LTI
i g ? \...4:.5 ;&.& da- e et :'::d

REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUING CFFICE 1S PROHIBITED Copy f\o
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CLASSITiED HESSAGE POTOPR SECBLL | w3321 _ Paee_mor b

65 Gl mendd

3. GEN, MINH MADE IT CLEAR THAT HE D¥D HOT EXPECT AHY

SPECIFIC ANERICAN SUPPORT FOR AN EFFORT ON THE PART OF HINSELF I

AND HIS COLLEAGUES TO CHANGE THE GOVERMMENT BUT HE STATED L_,{
DOES NEED ANERICAN ASSURANCES THAT THE USG WILL NOx PPT MOT
ATTEHPT TO THUART THIS PLAN. -
4., GEN. MINH ALSO STATED THAT HE HIMSELF HAS NO
POLITICAL AMBITIONS NOR DO ANY OF THE OTHER EINIRAL OFFICERS
EXCEPT PERHAPS, HE SAID LAhGHINCLY, GEN. TON THAT DINM. Gbx; dzzx'
INSISTED THAT HIS ONLY PURPOSE IS TO WIN THE WAR. KE ADDID
EMPHATICALLY THAT TO DO THIS CONTINUATION OF AMERICAN HILITARY
AND ECONOAIC AID AT THE PRESENT LEVEL C(HE SAID oLz AHD;OEE HALP.
MILonM DOLLARS PER DAY) IS NECESSARY. | -
5. GENS HINH OUTLINED THREE POSSIBLE PLANS FOR THE
AccoprlswvaT OF THE CHANGE OF GOVERNMENT: ’

A. ASSASSINATION CF NGO DINN NHU AND Nca'ﬁ/aﬁ caM
xE§PING PRESIDENT DIEM IN OFFICE, GEN, MINH SAID THIS UAS THE
EASIEST PLAN TO ACCONPLISH, o

B.  THE ENCIRCLEHMENT OF SAIGON BY VARIOUS MILITARY
TUﬁITS PARTICULARILY THE UNIT AT_BEN_CAT. (COMZNT: FIFTHD:

SION .

A

i~

f;Lté NTS COMMANDED BY GEIN. DINi.) |
.. C. DIRECT CONFRONTATION BSTWEEN HILITARY 'U TS

INVCLV D IN THE COUP AND LOYALIST H’LITARY UNITS IN SAICOM.
IN'EFFECT, DIVIDING THE GITY CF SATGON {10 SICTCAS AND CLEANING
IT OUT POCKZT BY PCCKEIT. CSN. NINH CLAINS UNDER THE CIRCUISTANCES
DIEN AND NHU CCULD CCUNT ON THE LOYALTY OF 5,500 TROGPS WITHIM
‘THE CITY 0F SAIGON. ' » | gig’

C— . e o o A A

o
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6. CONEIN REPLIEU ¥0 GEW. Hikd Thes 2 DCULD HOT ANZUIR
SPECIFIC QUESTION AS TO USG NON-INTERFERENCE NOR COULD HE GIVE
ANY ADVICE WITH RESPECT TO TACTICAL PLANNING. HE ADDED THAT
ME COULD NOT ACVISE CONCERNING THE BEST OF ‘THE THREE PLANS.
7. GEN. MINH WENT ON TO EXPLAIN THAT THE MOST DANGEROUS -
MEN IN SOUTH VIETHAN ARE NGO DINH NHU, NGO DINH CAN AND NGO
TRONG HIZU. MINH STATED THAT HIEU WAS FORKERLY A COMMUNIST
AND STILL HAS COMMUNIST SYNPATHIES. WHEN COL. CONEIN REMARKED
THAT HE HAD COMSIDERED COL. TUNG AS ONE OF THE MORE DANGEROUS
TNDIVIDUALS, GEN. MINH STATED "IF I GET RID OF NHU, CAN AND HIEU,
COL. TUNG WILL BE ON HIS KNEES BEFORE NE." | .
3, GEN, MINH ALSO STATED THAT HE WAS WORRIED AS TO THE
ROLE OF GEN. TRAN THIEN KHIEH SINCE KHIEM MAY HAVE PLAYED A
DOUBLE ROLE IN AUGUST. GEN. MINN ASKED THAT COPIES OF THE
DOCUMENTS PREVIOUSLY PASSED TO GEN. KHIZN CPLAN OF CAMP LONG
THANH AND MUNITIONS INVENTORY AT THAT CAMP) BE PASSED TO GEN.
MINH PERSONALLY FOR COMPARISON VITH PAPERS PASSED-BY KHIEM TO
MINH PURPORTEDLY FROM CAS. |
9. MINH FURTHER STATED THAT ONE OF THE REASONS THEY
ARE HAVING TO ACT QUICKLY WAS THE FACT THAT MANY REGIMENTAL,
BATTALION AND CCHPANY COMNANDERS ARE WORKING ON COUP PLANS OF THEIR
04N YHICH COULD BE ABORTIVE AND "A CATASTROPHE."
10, MINH APPEARED TO UNDERSTAND 'CONZIN'S POSITION OF
BEING UNABLE TO COMMENT AT THE PRESENT MOMENT BUT ASKED THAT

CONZIN AGAIN MEET WITH GEN., MINH TO DISCUSS THE SPECIFIC PLAN

OF OPERATIONS WHICH GEN. MINH HOPES TO PUT INTO ACTION, . NO 27327
. . . ) ] o L P A 1 L

A e | UL 151gm
TPSECEr] 0 e

LT e g o memm
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SPECIFIC DATZ A5 GIVEW FCR THIS KIXY BEETINS, CONZIN UAS AGATN

HOX-CONHITTAL IN HIS REPLY. GEN. WINK OMCE AGAIN IIDICAL 5D HI “T_
uwr "RSTANDING AUD STATED THAT HE WOULD ARRANGE TO CONTACT €03 N_: -
IN THE NEAR.FUTURE AD HDPZ D THAT CONEIN WOULD BE ABLE TO ‘  o
MEET UITH HIN AGAIN AND GIVE THE ASSURANCE OUTLINuD AJOVL,‘.“\

R e e . 2 ew -

TOP SECRET

- e e e o mm e o e e e tenm e
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ah ﬁa '8’;’.‘ a1 ROUTING

1 - . . % ?_’L_: d .

! - - e V| /e |41

) % .;}1 ) A

—T5 323 : 2] R
31 ) 61

10 : DIRECTOR

FROM : SA|GON | ' . )

ACTION: C/FE "~ 1/2 | (0/Dci1, pop, C/F'E NOTIFIED AND COPIES [SSUED 1?3&0 5 ocT/0d) .
- uzg, . '\ .
INFO :DCI 3, DU/DCI &, DoP 5, RF 6, VRT7 S-S

5

TOP SECRET 0513057

1
IM‘LDIATE DIR CILE SAIG 1447 2 p,
> v

(77

. L SGbICSR{u13°
G 5592() % .-

I. SAIG 1445 DISCUSSED yITH AMBASSADOR LODGE AND DCH TRUEHEART .,
AMBASSADOR oy COORDINATING DRAFT MESSAGE TO RUSK AND c?iﬁyjﬁ%ru
GENERAL MARKINS, MESSAGE IN PRESENT FOR! ASKS FOR INSTRUCTIONS ON
FOLLOY UP OF MINH -CONEIN INSTRUCTIONS AND RECOMMENDS THAT GEN. MINK
BE GIVEN THE ASSURANCES HE DESIRES,

2. I HAVE RECOMMENDED TO AUBASSADO? LODGE THAT:

A. THAT VE PROCEED WITH THESE CONVERSATIONS WITH GEN. MINK,

B WE DO NOT SET OURSELVES IRREVOCABLY AGAINST THE ASSASSINATION
, PLOT, SINCE THE OTHER Tuo ALTERNATIVES MEAN EITHER g BLOODBATH.IN SAIGoN
0_OR A PROTRACTED STRUGGLE WHICH COULD RIP THE ARMY AND THE - COUNTRY
\SASUNDER. '

\ C: THAT EQUAL OR GREATER WEIGHT BE GIVEN To DIQCUSSION AND
PLANNING OF ALTERNATIV S THAN To DISCUSSION OF WEANS TO BRING DOwWN

THE GOVERNMENT,

3. IN SEPERATE DISCUSSIONS WITH DcH TRUV}EART I HAVE COMNLNTED‘
SAT

THAT:\ | L 'L;f _|;J¢r
.. A« ANY PLAN TO ELININATE NGO DINK CAN AND NGO DINH NHU gyL 15 1975 ..
. ij ~
CiA
: ‘ i vind o
1 ;E S tulgﬁ ,

DTODAMNMIIATIALEL mle oo suem oo s o
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_, 7 anbiind 55 )

“AND RET_AIN PRESIDENT DIEM I’S NAIVE - SINCE UNDER THESE COL\‘DITI""Q DIEN
PRODBABLY. WOULD NOT COOPE. ATE WITH THZ PERPETRATORS OF ThOaE ACLS |

3 _
QOFTICI

o1, 7 AGREES WITH THIS VIEW IN DISCUSSIONS WITH HIN IMMZDIATLLY

PRICR TO HIS DEPADTU £y, . : ‘ g ‘

‘B, WHILE IT IS BY NO MLANS CERTAIN THAT BIG MINH HAS THE WILL
AND ABI‘ITY TO CARRY OUT THE PLANS HE OUTLINED TO CONEIN, HE PROZABLY
FEELS HE EITHER HAS TO ACT OR SEE THE INITIATIVE PASS TO THE HANDS OF
JUNIOR OFFIMERS WHOSE EFFORTS YOULD PROBABELY BE ABORTIVE.

C. THE  SELF=D2YOLATION™ OF "THE BONZE IN SAIGON TODAY MAY
RE THE BE GIN“ING OE'AWCAMPAIGN OF ADDITIONAL SUICIDES AND CLVIL
UISOBFDIrfCE WAICH WILL DEEPEN THE CRISIS HERE.

~ OFFICIAL'S - .
4, I HAVE FULLY IN HIND CIA/ ADMONITIONS NOT RPT NOT TO

me?& 0N THIS TYPE OF ACTIVITY WITHOUT INSTRUCTIONS FROY THE HLGHLST

,LEVLL. THUS, EACH RECOM HENDATION aND CO"H_\T IS PREDICATED UPOI\‘ I"Y

RECFIPT OF INSTRUCTIONS quw HQsS. ,

5. FOR THE RECORD, I HAVE COb ISIDERADLE 'CONFIDENCE THAT‘CONEIN
CAV ATLY CARRY OuT UHATVVER ;::;;:;f?RQLE IN THIS AFFAIR THAT HQS
4AY DIRECT, | | |
T o P SE CRET

- e es a e e aes s S — - e qm—n e -
e apeen e SN :

; C;S Ccmment "‘Minh told Conein he must know American Govt. pocition v 1th
respac“ io a cbanrre in the GVN within the very near fucure Minh outlined three
poss:ble plans for the accomphshment of the chanae

e STeT U TN
’ L E:I_ I ?TJ}QZ
_ JUL 15 ]975

T ERN e
g A Oineﬁ}-\u a—:d
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e 4. coLBY

CLASSIFIED MESSAGE

mr . C/FE ] 1HDEX - 2 e
a , - . [J NO INDEX L SECRET 5 // b
ATE: 6 OCT 1963 ] FiLE IN CS FILE NO. 3 ey
~ D 0aars “ -
BeTeld P70
> SAIGON g
(oM : DIRECTC _
’ B f.‘[" ey
/ DEFERHM Loy
ONF 2 CJFE 2 S s -
X . L REUTIME
¥o :  DCI, D/OCI, DOP, RF, VR =
> PRIORITY SAIG INFO , CHEBR v e
RYBAT . '
; I

"RE SAIG 1447 (In 33965)’

MESSACGE.

RECOMMENDAiION I'O AMBASSADOR REF PARA 2

AS

A

GUIDANCE ON SAIG 1445 (IN 33921) WILL COME IVI\.-' SEPARATE

FFICIAL

o)
MEANWHILE, HO‘,‘IEjVER, CIA / DIRECTS THAT YOU

T 7

IH5TRY

WITHDRAN
OFFICIAL'S
3 UNDER CIA /

WE CANNOT BE IN POSITION ACTIVELY CONDONING SUCH ’OURSE O

ACT;ON AND TIEWZBY ENGAGING OUR t\ESPONSIaILITY THEREFOR,

-

© C/S COMMENT:

wEC

HW 50235

. REPRODUCTION BY OTHER THAN THE ISSUNG GIFICE 15 b2

DPocId:32423546

END OF

*TOP SECRET,

COORCINATING OFFICERS

MESSAGE

SECRE Td—_mmw

Page 11

P
LTLONE

R
. r;;'l: i‘\!l

N \';J!gt

JUL £ 1915



e RTINS e R AT e, O, a 8o T PRRMT I

CTCLASSIFIED MESSAGE T TTRTIEIIT

Qenrey B ' ' ROUTING
Wil - : : ) N
Swin'diih L — ,
R iieied 17T 1 4]
SR . ST R & 15
ROM 1 SAIGON B ,
L, .;DCI, D/DCI, DDA, RF, VR B

SECRET 0795472 R
5oproarrvrr? ez SAIG Iaoi'ﬁff“
R YnAT '

fﬁpsr-, nIR 73661

-

fAcrzow TAKEN AS DIPECTED IN RLF IN ADDITION, srvcn

k ~ A\
}_"DC“ muwspm' wq% foso FRES‘-“M’ me OPI(‘I\IAL RECOMMEND ATION fos
RN OFFICIAL'S
*};’,;.fMI\DE SPECIFIC UITVDRAWAL OF RECO‘«WNDATION AT CIA/ . INSTRUCTION
ug‘; ALSO cowum TO TRUE HEART. AMBASSADOR Lunetiomv NTED THAT

1swq ES qRENx'S opzwxow no PEFLLCTED Iw AIG 1aa8, ((VI402L)
féacnzf RN = Aot

g

ot i . s aerg '..‘.u '..:....:..' _“- :

L
3;_'.C/S COMMENT 2 CIA /

) ’fo-.éhe Am‘aassadm . . R
EEReD A o R '** Amb*xs%adom Lodge':’ec.o*'nme“cmd t‘:a Cor‘eln when next apnrasched
by \dlna assure him that US wz‘_l no¥ c.,:e"an t0 thmart his plf_ns, ot
".iassassma»-on plans, a=d c.ssu':e 1,{1

L wl“a :aw the racora menda

&3,
thap than tie

‘_u:tm.. US _“d w",*.ll. .,e com‘mued to Viztnamm vndem
can gove*'zmen* which gives p= cz-:x::.se oz g 3

the war acamst«the Csmmun"ws. L

tue. peop’e and \mn;&wg

15 1975

S . ; L
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