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INTERVIEW AND MEETNG SUMMARY .

Interview took place in Carroll Arms, Foom 610

age

a7

Summary of ‘an interview with Lou Tordella. _jji_-%%/'—.b(/()s;&-) --i‘ et CLZ(ZQ‘)

.on September 17, 1975 at 2:30 pm. Present
were Tordella, Ray Tadaki, who like Tordella
is from NSA, Brltt Stiider and Eric Rictard

from the Senate Select Committee. _ © gevenfoRET

_(NOTE: This summary of the discussion with Tordella
‘dqes_not co&er his commenfs concerning Project LPMEDLEY.
For infbrmatioﬁ on that matter, see the summary by Britt
Snider.) | |
BACKGROUND -

‘:Tdfdella'came to the Naval Security Group.in 1942.
He remained there and then began with N3A at thgvtime of its
cfeation in 1952 . Tdrdella became Deputy Director of the
Agency on August 1, 1958, and fgtired from that position on
"Aprii 23,_19743"Since that time he has been a cdnsultant.
He claims.that he now works a 30-hour week instead of 60-
- hour week. |
WATCH LiST

Tordella had little memory of ‘the witch list and pre 1967
He does not recall when the flrst watch list contalnlng
: U.S. Cltlzens was ‘established; he beliesed that it may have
been in resﬁonse to negotiations'with the Secret Seryice
following the dssassination of Presiden:,Kenhedy.' Tordella
stated ﬁhat, at that timé, thévSecret Service did ask NSA
to establish a watch lisi of "names" bur: that no specific
discussion took place as to whether or not these included
names of U.S. citizéns..-Tordella said he simply never saw
any.meaningful distinction between placing U.S. names and

other names on the watch list. In fact, Tordella claims.
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INTERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY ' Page_ofi

_that he never saw an actual list of an’ of the names until FILE:
eometime in the early 1970'5 prohably 1972. Tordella did |
not know whether the early watch list act1v1ty 1ncluded
telephone monltorlng, or only monitoring for printer traffic.
Tordella said that he believed that: in thls early p
‘periOd, names were submitted to the watch list by the FBI,
the'CiA and the Secret Service. He did hot think that any
other'agency'hed submitted names. He said itmwas possible
that the Office of Security might.hape sqhmitted names,
but that he had no specific recollecticn of this.  He stated: -
"I would not,have coneidered that a bec idea."
1 1967-1969 |
Tordella was shown the Yarhorough cable which bore his
initials. He had no independent recollection of the communi -
cetion, however. He stated that he di¢ not know whether this
:cable was the first time that NSA was tasked to place names
of U.S. citizehs and groups associated with Black and anti-
war movements on the watch 11st Similarly, he did not
know what if anythlng, was included on the watch list for
the first time in response to the Yarborough cable. Tordella
knew of no_meet;ngs that took place inside NSA, or with other
agencies, aeva result of the telegrém In addition, he did
not know whether the ACSI had ‘ever received any product from
NSA. 1In general, Tordella knew of no new measures taken by
-NSA because of the Yarborough communication.
Tordella was shown the roughly typed 4-page "document
contalnlng a list of names that was supolled to the Committee

by NSA. He said that he had never seen it before but that
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INTERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY Page

"‘it looked like.anvinternal NSA working paper. He stated FILE:
Ethat it was possible, although he did not remember whether
this was the case that this document had reeulted from

" discussions between NSA and ACSI.

Tordella was shown the reply from Gen. Carter in’ response
to the Yarborough telegram, which was sent out to all the
members of USIB. Although Tordella had no indepehdent re-

collection of this document, he surmised that the wide
dlstrlbutlon it was glven did not imply thatlYarborough s
telegram had also been sent to all the members of USIB.
Rather, he felt that Carter had sent out his wider response
in order to bring to the attention of the other members of
USIB this new and constructive prOJeet that Yarborough was

 proposing.’ That is, the wide dlssemlnatlon of the reply

was meant as a "pat on the back" for Yerborough.

'AFTER 1 JULY 1969 (MINARET)
Tordella did not know who authored the MI&ARET charter
He said that he did not ‘believe that he had seen 1t til after -
it was’ 1ssued and in fact not until atout 1973 Tordella
stated that this charter waS'simply a vay of‘making sure that
materials from an ongoing pr03ect were being properly con-
trolled, and rece1v1ng approprlately restrlcted distribution.
Tordella had no recollection of whc was consulted w1th1n
the National Securlty Agency in the preparation of the MINARET
charter,-and did not know who suggestec that it be-hrepared,

He doubted that ahyone outside NSA had been‘censulted. He
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INTERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY Page _ ‘“of Z |
~ said that the primary motivation for the docuyment was probably FILE:
to avoid_problems that would arise if ﬁny of the communica-
tions intércep;ed by NSA were forced to be produced in open

éourt. | |
" Tordella was then asked when the first time was that
.BNDDVhad first become involved in the vatch list activity
with NSA. Tdrdella stated that.he'though it had been origi-
nated by William Sullivan of 3NDD around 1973, and that this
was NSA's contéct'with BNDD. Tordella was then shown‘the
memorandum that Jphn_Ingersoll>sent fo NSA concerning watch
list acti&ity in 1970. Tordella said :hat he stood correcﬁed-
and that contacts with BNDD probably began in 1969.
Tordella stated that in hiS.QpiﬁiOH the monitoring on
behalf of.BNDD Qas never connected with law enforcement.
. However, he said that NSA ét the time héd no objection to
l_BNDD}s ﬁéing the matériais produced by NSA for 1eéds_iﬁ -
law.enforcement inﬁestigations. .Tordetla noted that in this
perio&, whenevér the Justice Departmen: canvassed varioUs‘
federél‘agencies in response to discovery motions on wire-
tapbing in Crimina1~cases; the Jﬁstiée Department request
was wofded:iﬁ terms of "wife tapping," rather than electro-
nic surveillance. Therefore, NSA alwa’s denied that it ha&
-_engaged in any'of the practices as to which the Justicer
Department &as inquiring. Later, .the .Justice Dept. .qui—
fied_the wﬁrding of its requests to included all electronic |
 surveillance. After this fime, NSA be;zan to anéwer'the

" relevant inquiries in the affirmative.
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Tordella stated that he did not know how many total | FILE:
entries of U.S. citizens_were on the watchllist_from its |
start to its termination. He also did not know what the
greatest number of U.S. citizens on the watch list at any
one time was. In fact, Tordella canioﬁly rémember two
specific names from the waﬁch list: Jane Fonda énd Mohammed
Ali.

Tordella had no information on the amount of pfoduct tﬁat
was,geﬁerated on an average month'qr what criteria were used
to decide'which messages were worth processing. While he
étated that hé may héve been shown the product at various
pointé, he ﬁad no recollection of this he stated.thét:

" "It just wasn't interesting enough to bring to my attention;".
He did state however that. the human judgment of the analyst
probably determined what product was d:sseminated. Analysts

' simply developéd a ""feel" for what é particular customer
wanted.,'Tordelié however knew of nqskny'individuals'or
groups. as to whicﬁ all interbeptions Wure~always_disseminéted.
He stated that an ekception to his 1aéL of recollection
might be that all messages to or frqm Hanoi were disseminate&.'

Tordella wéé asked about how thé fQotnotes on the
MINARET préduct wére compiled. While "lordella knew nothing

" of the role o% NSA 's biographic files in this matter, he
stated that.SIGINT analysts had discretion to call the fBI , -

CIA, or other agengigs on théif own for the purpose of ob-

téining-identificétion information on persons mentioned in

SIGINT.
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INTERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY Page

Tordella stated that the distribution of the MINIRET
product to the agenﬁies would not be limited to the pro-
duct concernihg names submitted by'the recelving agency.
Here'again,ithe judgment of the’analyé: was.key. The analyst
would have in mind the substanti?e'requirement that had

come in from the consumer agency (such as foreign connec-

tions to domestic demonstratioms). An-thing that the analystq

saw.relevant to the substantive requircment would be sent

to the consumer agency. . '

| Tordella stated that by the time of the'institution of

Projeét MINIRET, the product was distributed only by courier.
Iﬁ the early days of'the-watcﬁ list, i: is possible that the

l product was electricélly distributed.

Tordella éould.notvremembé: the pr:cise time when the.

" watch list activit& was ceased. .He though this took place
abput the.timé of Attorney General Riéhafdson's letter.
§ubsequent ﬁo receiving that letter, Tordella said that

he had first refused to accept the nam: of the five people
who are presently on the watch list a§ Secret Service pro-
tectees. ‘Howevér,,after receiving'the oral appfoval of the
Attornéy Géﬁeral for these names, Tord:lla approved their
submission to the computer dictionary.

Tordella said he did not remember whether the idea of
terminating the watch list came from inside NSA or frbm the
Dept;:of_Justicep_ He said he did not «now when thé Dept.
of Jﬁstice first became aware of the witch list activity.

He said he thought the first time that Justice obtained this
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INTERVIEW AND MEETING SUMMARY ‘ Page

. ‘awareness was just before the issuance of Richafdson's
letter. Tordella could not recall .any of the legal issues
or cases which were -discussed in the ccurse of terminating
: the”watch 1i§t.

 Torde1la then recounted that he had had a meeting with
Secretary of Defense James Schlesinger within about one
month of the time that Scﬁlesinger assumed that pdst.
Tordélla thought that this meeting had taken place shortly |
befdre the watch list activity had'terminated'in 1973.

'Schlesinger;s response was simply to say "I'm glad you told

me everything you are doing. Is that «117" Tordella replied

""Yes." No orders or instructions to NUA concerning the
' watéh iist activity were issued,és a result of the meeting.
Gen..Sam Phillips, then Director of NSA,Aﬁas alsp at the
 ﬁeeting. No omne else was present. Tordella stated that
éftef thé meeting, hé wrote a meﬁo in longhand, which was
never typed. He stated that he had sujplied this to NSA -
and Ray Tadaki said that he had seen the memqg‘-Tadaki said
'that he though that David Lowman had a copy of the memo:
Tordella then told Tadaki that if Lowmun had made any coples
of the memo, Tordella would slit Lowman s throat.

. Tordella stated that no subsequent action of any kind
was taken by NSA as a result of thé Schlésinger meeting.

Tordelia‘aléo stated that he thought that‘the President's

Foreign Intelligénée Advisory Board kﬁuw of the watch list
- at some point, through routine brleflnrs prov1ded to it by

NSA. Tordella could not remember any jpecific times when

-
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th#s knowledge had been imparted to PF.AB, but he did not B FILE:
remember anyone on that board having d.sapproved the matter. |

‘VOICE MONITORING

As stated'earlier, Tordella did. no: remember when NSA
had first initiated voice monitoring a: the-réquest of BﬁDD.
He did however remember the CIA'takeovwf of this monitoring.
He said that CIA had initially undertalen this responsibility
from a-statibn in Florida. Howéver, andelialdid not know.
who .at NSA had requested CIA to take over this responsibility
or whether NsA had provided CIA with a list of names for moni-
tofing. Tordella said that when CIA discontinued its acti-
vify in tﬁis area, he was told the rea:on, and‘in fact saw
‘the Houston memorandum on the lawfulness of this activity.
Tordella said he felt that Houston was simply‘using legal
matters as an eicﬁsé to disentangle the CIA from an eipenf

' sive-operation. He éaid-that CIA offe-ed to put its per-
sonnel who had been involved in phe_pruject on NSA's bud-
get, but that NSA refused this offer. Tordella said that’
he simply did not read Houston's memo 1is stating that moni-
toring for law enforcement pﬁrposes wés unléwful, but réther
to state that CIA monitoring from within the United States

: was unlawfﬁi . |

Tordella said that he personally issued a verbal order
to stop. the drug wapch list activity a’ter conéulting.with
the Director of NSA. He said his reason for this was that

he feared "uninformed public criticism'.
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INTERVIEW AND MEETTNG SUMMARY  Page ﬁ?of‘ _z_?

Tofdella did not know why NSA had coﬁtinuéd to'monitor' FILE:
QU.S.—South'American.tglephone.calls after the termination.
of the watéh iist. He did state, however, that this éctivity
was "utterly a waste of time" from the point of view of pro-.
dﬁctivit&: Tordella stated, if fact, that he did not know
for sure that the monitoring had contirued. He stated that
if it had continued, it may have had other independent value.
Tordella was questioned about the deétrﬁétion of documents
felating to the drug watch list. ‘He stated that these
materialsvwete destfoyed because ndAone saw any‘future-use
for-them,-and that "It was a nice tidy little package." Tor-
della did not know why DEA had sent it: '‘materials back to |
NSA for destruction but guessed that it ﬁas probably be-
cause DEA had no secﬁre facilities‘for destruction. He
stated that this was not an unusual actioﬁ.
Tordella stated that the lack of S£rializé§ion on tﬁe
'wétch list pro&uct was designed as further-protection in
case some of these materials had to be produced in open

court.
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