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COMA»HSSION ONCia ACTIV!TIES WITHIN

Wasr'wingfon, Dc 20500

i There
th me (Boston, Dr Ray
Yoo Wwas laterp Teplaceqg
ajm about 196515 968 the Ologica] Brancp
re?nE?EéTﬂTh the Chcmlstry Branch, In July 1970, Boston 3 Came
Deputy Chief of the Chemistry Branch and j
Branch Chier,
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In the early 19605, Boston himselr conducted many tests of drugs on
animals, Much of this experimentation Was undertaken by Contractorg
Such as UnpC Industrieg of St,

in San Mateo, California.

Louis and Resources Research Institute

- Testing with Humansg

1. A fluorescent chemica] which when mixed with shampoo would
leave fluorescent traces on the hair, This ‘was used for identification
Purposes. :

3. Cylert-magnesium Pemoline which is a memory ang learning
enhancement Mmaterig], Testing showed that this Product wag not
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LSD Proorann
M

Boston is aware of an 1Lsp Program ryp in the 1950s under Dy, Hank
Bortner, Dr, Bortner left the Agency Many yvears ago and ig Since
deceased, He tolq Boston that he hag taken I.sp himselr during the
course of testing, Boston wag not aware that testg had ever been
conducted on Unwitting Subjects,

test potentially harmfy] drugs (such ag those which influence behavior)
only on Witting Subjects, He woulg have frowned upon tests of such
Products ¢n Unwitting Subjects,

The Bioloorical Branch
W

The Biological Branch existed from 1961 through 1948 He engaged in
the following activities-

for use against reign EToups. Thege Were used primarily by liaison
Services tgo Contrg] Crowds, ete, ) unfriendly to those Eovernmentsg.
The gasses were Manufactured ip Canisters which were Unmarked anpg
untraceable. '

3. Animal training Programs, Started by ORD, Were continyed by
TSD. 1 particular, Tavens were trained to deliver packages, etc,

7
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The Chemical Branch
‘
Since 1968 the B;

1. The development of powezr Sources This is by far the Chemical
Branch'g most important activity, taking up about two-thirds of its time.
These Power sources arec the types which are ys
mitters, etc

used by agents in tranpg.
les must be of long-life
2.

The analytica] facilit
Branch j

Y Previousi
S NOW operated by th

¥ operated b
e Chemical

y the Biological
Branch.

to retrieve

Security pouch g

ystem has been d
ut CIA being ab]
Opened. 4

eveloped which can-
€ to detect the fact that it has »been

7.
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8. The Branch has developed component parts for other development
and engineering branch projects.

9. The Branch is involved in a radiation health badge service for
Personnel overseas.

The Chemical Branch has not been engaged in any experimentation with
drugs which influence the mind or behavior. They have not been involved
at all with drugs that would in any way affect humans. If any branch

would carry on such activity, it would be the Chemical Branch.

f

The Manufacture of Poison Capsules

If poison capsules had been manufactured by CIA, the most likely place
for such manufacture would have been the Biological Branch of CTS or
TSD. Boston states that the Branch did have some capsules when he
first came aboard (he doesn't know who developed them; they have since
been destroyed). These were hydrogen-cyanide capsules for suicides.
They could not be given to a human unknowingly as the person taking
the capsule had to crush a gas capsule with his teeth and then suck back
sharply.

Boston is not aware of any other poison capsules which have been manu-
factured by the Chemical Branch. or by the Biological Branch between

- 1961 and 1968. Boston reiterated that if a tasteless poison were to be
developed in capsule form, with a delayed lethal reaction, it would
almost surely be developed by the Biological Branch of TSD.

Boston stated that the Biological Branch was working with Fort Dietrich
on a dart launcher which would shoot a tiny dart which could not be felt
by the victim. The dart was large enough to carry lethal material but
it was being developed to simply immobilize victims and it apparently
was not large enough to Ccarry sufficient amounts of knock-out material.

Boston believes he would have heard of a poison capsule project but he

is not sure. The requirement may have come to a specific individual
if it was a sensitive job.
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Dr. Ray Treichler, who wasg head of the Biological Branch from 1961
until 1964 oy 1967, Presently woprlg for Hudsop Manufacturing Company
in Chicago. Dr, Nathan Gordon, who took Over for Dy, Treichler,
NOW is the VVashington Tepresentative of the Midwest Research Institute
of Kansag City, '

Misce’llaneous Matters

Those Persons who may have been involved in early dryg Programs .
include Dr, Treichler, Dz, Bortner (dead) and Dy, Gotlieh (in India),.
Other old-timerg in the Chemistry Branch include Dy, Lashbrook
(retired in 1960). ’

James N Roethe.
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