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2 PERSONS/ENTITIES: . . DATES: CATEGORIES:

McCone Nhan — ——

Coloy Hillsman

HKennedy, John F. Tung N B, T —
N Di SN iy 3 T 4

HcNamarra iem _ 11 Sept 63 k 3 {ad

?Lodge % N ‘;".5 : Dk R

% f v I S . !

5 OCCURRENCE: 1 a Presidential meeting on Vietnam with the CIA participants

Eﬁeing MeCone and Colby the record by Colby reflects that McNamarra pointed out that
dodge has 1little contact with Diem and has not been out of Saigon. Mr. MeCeone commented
Ephat he believed that we should move cautiusly, that we should talk seriously to Diem
gand that Lodge should be urged to visit the countryside to obtaln a more realistic
tview of the effects of suspending aid. Mr. McCone also suggested that another approach
#be made toNhu tto seek his cooperation ina departure. The President asked whether we
had carefully studied the detall effects of cuts in aid. (as proposed in a paper prepared
by Hillsman). It was evident that the effects had not been studles. The President
asked DOD and CIA to analyze the Hillsman paper. He also asked that a telegram be sent
to Lodge asking him to try to reduce the press leakage from Saigon and to establish some
real contact with Diem. Any current plans for aid negotiation should be stalled, and the

Pres1deno e Bould be well Infomed of any Steps takerm T this CormtpRrrrrsuctas the
instance involving CIA payment to Col Tung last week.

IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 21-22 DATE : Dawson
FILE: 6/27/75
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o PERSOMNS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

@ KENNEDY, JOHN F. ’ ’

& KENNEDY, ROBERT F. | - | 5 Oct 1963 e eersn
o MC CONE, JOHN *‘\F{fgﬁﬁf*xﬂﬁm !
8 DI N Viﬂf.ﬂlt H
[ Preme A T
=

% OCCURRENCE: On or about October 5, 1963 when the telegram of October 5 and 6 were sent
Mto Salgon, MC CONE was called over by PRESIDENT KENNEDY and met privately with PRESIDENT

S KENNEDY and the Attorney General, ROBERT F., KENNEDY, and took the position that the CIA

=should take a hands off position as far as the assassination of DIEM was concerned. MC CONE

' felt that the President agreed with my position, despite the fact that he had great reser-

& vations concermning DIEM and his conduct. I urged him to try to bring all the pressure we

® could on DIEM to change hls ways, to encourage more support throughout the country. My pre-

fcise words to the President, and I remenber them very clearly, was that Mr. President, if I

~ was manager of a baseball team, I had one pitcher, 1'd keep him in the box whether he was a
good pitcher or not. By that I was saying that, if DIEM was removed we would have not one
coup, but we would have a succession of coups and political disorder in Vietnam, and 1t might
last several years as indeed it did. So it was for that reason that I felt there would be

SOURCE : I STAFF:
20UnLE R. DAWSON
-Hearings, SSCI, Friday, June 6, 1975, McCone, Vol. 1, 2 of Y paTE:
FILE: pp. 62-32 - 29 June 1975
AT —— ——— —
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Card 2 of 2

. OCCURRENCE: more stability if DIEM could be persuaded to change his ways than remove him
and hope that some group of generals could run the country better."

SOURCE: . STAFF :

RTT.W NAMRE -
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R ———
PERSONS/ENTITIES: gg;§£1555 DATES : CATEGORIES:
RICHARDSON — TAYLOR LODGE | 29 Aug. 1963 DIEMY Ty oy
SPERA HARKINS ' 4 (?1sf73
CONEIN TRUEHFEART ‘ﬁ SAT
MTNH WEEDE, fen. Richard o CARD 1 of 2!
KT Chief of Staff., MAC/V)
"OCCURRENCE :

On August 29, 1963, the following report was listed within the Salgon Station's chronology
of August 1963 coup activities as follows:

"At 0745 hours, RICHARDSON, SPERA and CONEIN, latter two of whom were scheduled to contact
GENERALS MINH and KHIEM at 0815 same morning, were shown a message from GENERAL TAYLOR to
GENERAL HARKINS stating aspects of Vietnam situation being reviewed at WHITE HOUSE and com-
menting that second thoughts were beginniny in Vashington. Faced with this information and
o Ziven strictly limited time factors, RICHARDSON decided that the meeting with GENERALS MINH

and KHIEM should not be postponed but that contacting officers would make this meeting a
fact-finding mission without encouraging or discouraging GENERAT, MINH.

afegd GI9ETFZE:PIOOd GCGH05 MM

"When SPERA and CONEIN returned from their meeting'with KHIEM and MINH, (con't.)

_ o STAFF :
SOURCE: " 1.6. REpopp 1967, Part C., p. 12 Dawson
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES :

“OCCURRENCE :

we proceeded to TRUEHEART's office to make our report. The AMBASSADOR came in and RICHARDSON
advised him of our meeting with GENERAL WEEDE, of TAYIOR's cable, and of the decisions which
RICHARDSON had made as a result of the TAYLOR cable. LODGE was angry and expressed the view

that RICHARDSON's decision had destroyed the possibilities of carrying out a coup. RICHARDSON
expressed a firm dissenting opinion." (12)

SOURCE: . STAFT :

e
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PERSONS/ENTITIES::

) DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARRIMAN, Averell KENNEDY, John F, 2U-25 August ' ‘
HILSMAN, Roger TAYLOR, Maxwell ’ 1963 . DIEW V/
McCONES, John (Mil. ass't to il 4 : : ;
McNAMARA, Robert Pres.) F‘ { }J i; Q\;Eﬁaﬁr““"}i{
RUSK, Dean GILPATRIC, Roswell (CARD 1 gf‘ﬂilg‘ ﬂj@r?'wﬁ ) ! ﬁ“
R e I o N W
OCCURRENCE: ’

The I.G. REPORT of 1967 (CIA) contains the following, description of the events of August 25,
1963, from a book by MARGUERITE HIGGINS: "The crucial act, with its overtones of Greek
trapedy, opened with a cable. It was dispatched to Saifon late in the evenine of Aupust 24
1963, a date made more sipnificant because it was a Saturday. .Washington usually-empties on
sumner weekends or lapses into a somnolent mood as officials desperately seek relaxation.

"The telegram contained spectacular new instructions for the U.S. LEMBASSY in SAIGON.

It was drawn up at a meeting called by Under-secretary of State AVERELL HARRIMAN and ROGER
HILSMAN, Assistant Secretary of State for Far Eastern Affairs and head of the Vietnam task
force. The President's senior advisers were, for the most part, out of town. CIA DIRECIOR
JOHN McCONE was 1in California. DEFENSE SECRLTARY ROBERT MCNAMARA was on vacation. (con't)

A

SOURCE: 1 g, R?SORT 1967, pp. 5-6 STAFF:  Dawson
ner C
DATE:  28.6.75

FILE:

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ( CATECORIES: _ -
(cont) t Ml L
HEIMS, Richard é} ég EJ%EZ‘,}) , (q:k‘ Loy "? ki) ‘; .
DIEN o0 B R L S YT
NHU (CARD 2 of 4) RS o

OCCURRENCE :

SECRETARY OF STATFE DEAN RUSK was attending a baseball pame in New York. PRESIDENT KENNEDY
was at Hyannis Port. GEFNERAL TAYLOR says he knew nothing of the meeting until it was over
and the telegram long on 1ts way. »

", . . the cable proved historic. For the first time it gave the signal to
. 'unleash' the Vietnamese military, flashed a green light for the coup against DIEM of which
the generals had been talking for so many years. é

" . . . the cable of August 2l was a radical revision of the previous philosophy
of one war at a time. It envisaged the generals' making war on their own povernment and
with the implicit blessing of the United States.

"The substance of the cable was that the U.S. EMBASSY was to make an effort (con't.)

DooTd: 32423615 Page 12
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EﬁHSQNS/ENTITlES: ' -DATES: . CATEGORIES: N
. L 1Cna
(CARD 3 of‘”)!b m:»ﬁkm?%ﬁLHAfiﬁ /

OCCURRENCE :

>0 persuade DIEM to fire his brother, release the Buddhist rebels, end press censorship, and
restore other democratic liberties suspended under martial law. And if, as the cable antici-
rated, DIEM would not, do these things, then the EMBASSY was to contact the VIETNAMESE GENFRALS
ind tell them that the United States would no longer stand in the way of a revolt.

" . the controversial August 24 cable was dispatched from Washington Saturday

wvening aftep;béing cryptically summarized to PRESIDENT KENNEDY at the summer White House at
lyannis Port.

"The ACTING SECRETARY OF DEFENSE, ROSWELL GILPATRIC . . . had the cable described
/0 him over the telephone. MR. GILPATRIC says he was frankly surprised that such an (con't.)

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIFS'
j?mﬁh
Eélx}’; “; t\ \; “'VL; \ .
R RN b Ayt
F Lol m ey S5 SE ey A ]
@ﬁﬁDﬁHﬂJ Myudm»mAﬁm&s
OCCURRENCE: J

important set of instructions should be rushed out on

a weekend. But he did not fe RV
ught to veto the telegram since . . el that he

. 1t had the ‘'approval of the PRESIDENT, ¢

"In McCONE's absence, the cable was described

. : again cryptically, to RICHARD HELMS
JEPUTY DIRECTOR of the CIA, who also did not feel dis osed to veto s o ’
‘he PRESIDENT.'" (5-6) P onething Tapproved by
CARD 4 of 4
£ ~’;n ("

.

HW 5093535 DocId:32423615 Page 13



PERSONS/ENTITIES: , DATES : CATEGORIES:
LODGE, Henry Cabot (Amb. to SVN) -
NIU o 2l August 19631’ D e
DIFM ‘
pEPiEL 243 ;
coen TRARE R E0fpnl
) . H LA g o N BY sl b
OCCURRENCE : S S H ! FICR

In a State telegram to Sairon (DEPTEL 243), on August 24, 1963, ‘Eh&>f :1owinE:J.mgssék};§ apdodped
"The DEPARTMENT informs the AMBASSADOR that the U.S. Government cannot tolerate a situation
in which power lies in NHU's hands. If DIEM is unwilling to rid himself of NHU, then DIEM
himself may have to go. The AMBASSADOR is authorized: (1) to inform the GVN that actions
apainst BUDDHISTS must be redressed; (2) to tell key military leaders that the USG cannot
support a DIIM regime that includes the NHU's and that 'we will give them direct support

in any interim period of breakdown central government mechanism;' (3) to make statements in
Saigon removing the military taint on the pagoda raids."

"The telegram includes the following statement: 'The AMBASSADOR and COUNTRY TEAM should '
urrently examine all possible alternative leadership and make detalled plans as to how (con't.)

SOURCE:  T.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 4-5 STAFF: Dawson
| DATE:  28.6.75
FILE:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES:
] CATEGORIES
F
OCCURRENCE:  (.on't from card 1)

we might bring about DIEM's replacement if this should become necessary. You will under—
stand that we cannot from Washington give you detailed instructions as to how this opera-~

tion should proceed, but you will also know we will back you to the hilt on actions you take
to achieve our objectives.'" (4-5)

CARD 2 of 2

Doold: 32423615 Page 14
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PEHSONS/ENTLIVIES DATES: CATEGORIES:
Thich Tri Quang Aug. 21, 1963 Diem '
Diem ‘ . ‘ ! P

OCCURRENCE : o

Higgins states that the Xa Lol pagoda, based on her o"f' X) ériences, was more a pglitical
command post than a holy place. It was the headquarteéé“ftom which the militant T

Thich Tri Quang and others had run their political war against the Diem regime.

According to Higgins, Thich Tri Quang told an Austrian journalist by the name of

Denis Warner early in August that he hoped in the process ''they would kill one or two

of us."” : '

Higgins goes on to note that the State Department regarded the actions against a dozen
pagodas a betrayal of Diem's promise to reconciliate the Buddhists. (Page 181)

SOURCE: our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, STAFF : Dawson
Harper and Rowe

FILE: DATE: July 3, 1975

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
rGENEHAL TON THAT DINH, MILITARY v a

GOVERNOR OF SAIGON, COMYANDER 3RD 21 August 1963! DIEM

QORPS , -

CONEIN Loda) Hene( C-
NGO DINH NHU

AVBASSADORE NOTTING ‘ D ,
OCCURRENCE: "On the night of the 2lst of August, GENERAL TON THAT DINH, as military gov-
ernor of Saigon and Commander of the 3rd Corps, has established a curfew. If I recall

correctly, the curfew was to start about 7:00 or 8:00 o'clock at night. Anybody seen afte:

that time would be -- shot. And that night, elements -- later on, we didn't know at that

time, later on proving to be elements of the special forces, which was praetorian guard of

NGO DINH NHU and the police dressed in military uniforms attacked the pagodas in Saigon.
What was very bad about this, Ambassador NOLTING had already been relieved and Ambassador
IODGE was on his way to take over'". p. 21

SOURCE: [STAFT:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

R. DAWSON

HW 5093535 DocId:32423615 Page 135



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES ¢ CATEGORIES:

' Milting, Ambassador Aug. 21, 1963 Diem -+~
Lodge, Ambassador '
Diem

Thich Tri Quéng

OCCURRENCE :

Higgins claims that .the raids by the Vietnamese Army and the pagodas took place
five days after the departure of Ambassador Milting from Saigon, and a week before Henry
Cabot Lodge was expected to arrive on his first tour of duty in Viet Nam." Higgins goes
on to explain that Diem claimed that the reason that the raids were performed at this
time was because: "It had become clear that Thich Tri Quang of Buddhist was that no
intention of coming to any agreement with the government, irrespective of how many
consessions were made. Since the raids would create an anti-Diem propaganda explosion,
it would be less Ep H&as§ingto the United States if they took @? e when the new
Ambassador was'P ent o% Vietnam. For the same reaso%mggr fcgke was taken not (
to inform the United States of the pagoda plans. The géasogi‘g whs that Washington
’QkﬁEW\nothing. (page 183)

could be blamed for something about whigﬁ
% u
SOURCE: @% STAFF:
DATE
FILE
PERGONS/ENTITLES: B DATES: CATEGORIES
CONEIN, CIA officer (Saigon) : : ;
DON, General 8/21/63
ﬁ T Ahi O
OCCURRENCE: 4 ‘f” [ {EW !E
T SRS AT S B
" On August 21, 1963, at a meeting between CONEIN' fan offlcer' “Of the CIK
Saigon statlon_'] and General DON, the latter asked for US &« government
assurances of support %ﬂﬁm—ef—mppopt for moves against the DIEM
regime.”" (3) —_—
SOURCE: STAFH: T
1967 I.G. Report, Part C/,,fj ' RD

FTLE: —~ DATE : £ 1m0 I

HW 5093535 DocId:32423615 Page 16



ERSONS/ENTITIES DATES: - CATEGORIES:

GENERAL DON ) ! DIEM I/
AMBASSADOR NOLTING July 1963 o
CONEIN 1

OCCURRENCE: On July H, 1963, CONEIN received a message from DON, Commander of 1 Corps
at the time, to meet with him in the Caravelle Hotel for a public meeting and the hotel
was jemmed packed. CONEIN states that: "It was at that time on the lth of July that I
nad the first indication that something serious was being comtemplated, when- GENERAL DON t«
me that if the Buddhist situation does not get settled, that the military are planning. T
ported this fact, and I believe it was around the 8th or 9th of July, that more indi-

cations...." p. 20.
SOURCE: STAFF:
R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE :
FILE: . 30 June 1975
ERSONS/ENTITTIRET™ """ . | DATES:

EN. DUONG VAN MINH

EN. TRAN VAN DON

AJ. GEN. LE VAN KIM

EN, TRAN THIEN KHIEM
OCCURRENCE: l\c 1n\)\ u\

o Q« e \(ng e r(Ufkck (e o
ﬁu\{_ ( U T oy
it 1 Lq Coup
U(‘ﬂ\p\ N
x‘\‘-‘L:(‘t\C& ot wg\A
e (A_fff\)'()‘u‘f\ LoLs ‘ ‘

¢

[’)U I»(‘l\ )_{Ck L L\"‘I "t

e (e Gonst pe motual coud.
S STAFF :
P *u(\(’({s SOURCE: Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, - Dawson
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ATES: | CATEGORIES:
PERSONS/ENTITIRS: DATES

DIEM
GEN, MINH
NGO DINH MHU

" OCCURRENCIE:

STATF: Dawson
SOURCE: - {bit T

LR Hearings, 5.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,

pase ten. DATE:  6/30/75
FILE:

PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGQORIES:
Diem Diem v/
AEAED  E0 A
3 E&% @gfﬁwéi”
OCCURRENCEL - LB

In SNIE, 53-2-63, on 10 July "the situation in South Vietnam" the
following quotation appeared: " "if —— as is 1likely -- Diem fails to

carry out truly and promptly the commitment he has made to the Buddhists,
disorders will probably flare again and the Chanu=s of coup or assassina-
tion attempts against him become even better.. . . We do not think .

the €ommunists would necessarily profit if he were overthrown by some

combiration of his non ommunist opponents. A non—éommunist successor

regime might be initially less effective against the Viet Cong, but,
given continued support from the U. S., could provide re

asonably effec- —
tive leadership for the government and the war effort." (1-2)
SOURCE: STAFF:

1867 T. Roermmt ek o an il
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: ~; DATES:: F CATEGORIES:
: !
DIEM - E May 6, 1963 | DIEM
THICH TRI QUANG i
OCCURRENCE: pjem on May 6, 1963 revived a regulation banning the public display of any

religious flag--either the Buddhist or Catholic-- having any precedence over the National
Vietnamese flag in public places:or in public view. Higgins does not doubt that the
Vietnamese government's decision ‘to revive these flag regulations on May 6, 1963 made _
possible the Hue tragedy. Ironically, action by Diem has been generally viewed as anti-
Buddhist. His May 6 circular had been provoked a few days earlier in Da Nang by the
excessive use by Catholics of the flag of the vatican with the Nati al{Vietnamese flag
on view being sometimes tattered and torn and few in number. (9

L

Fe

%}ﬁﬁ

SOURCE: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,} STAFF:
1965 : Dawson, R.
FILE i DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
CONEIN
| 1962 DM~
MADAVME, NHU
OCCURRENCE:

light of MADAME NHU's statements to the effect that she'd like to furnish some mustard at

a bonzes barbecue, or something to that effect. This made people want to identify themselve:
against the regime and so they would go back to the pagodas. CONEIN did not know whether or
not this became the principal reason for the Unlted States wanting to get rid of the regine.

pp. 42-44,

SOURCE: I 'STAFF:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
FILE: s DATE :

TeeTFee 1 TNT7C

CONEIN stated that the catalyst that brought down the DIEM regime was thelr
antagonlism of the Buddhists. He explained that 80% of the Vietnamese people claimed to be
Buddhists. And that DIEM led a Catholic regime and that this drove people, particularly in.

DooTd:32423615 Page 19
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PERSCHS/ENTITTIES | DATES : CATEGORIES:
TRUEHEART, WILLIAM | June 1963 DIEM v~

MECKLIN, JOHN (Dir. USIA)
NOLTING, AMBASSADOR

Cad /q/L
OCCURRLNCL:  Macklin stated that the American position following the incident at Hue
was to ''urge Diem to repair all Buddhist grievances forthwith, to accept responsibility

for the May 8 killings, and to indemnify the victims and apologize, perhaps by visiting
Hue himself to do so.'" (Ambassador Nolting was on a Meditterranean vaction at the time.)

. "According to Mecklin, William Trueheart, the Charge d'Affaires, applied on orders from
Washington, 'direct,relentless, tablehammering pressure on Diem such as the United States
had seldom before attempted with a sovereign friendly government...' In despair Trueheart
in June resorted to a formal warning to Diem that if he continued repressive measures
(police effort to prevent and disperse illegal demonstrations), t enﬁnfﬁéd States would
be forced to disassociate itself publicly from such actions,fasﬂfﬁf S
later. The warning was a momentous step. It amounted-to? d

| STAFT:

(continued next card) 2

< e . ’r.:?‘ i %

SOURCE: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper%éﬁd -" Dawson, R.
Row, 19@3 : i pDATE: July 2, 1975
FILE: . |

PERSONS /FNTITIES: i DATES « CATECGORIES:

5
!
!
§ i
CARD 'TWO | ! Cay 2 7/ 2
Ol/‘CUI)\HEJ\[CE : (Continuation) ; . .
the United States. Public disassociation could have disasterous results, encouraging the

Buddhists, heartening the Viet Cong, strengthening the regimes foreign critics...” '
perhaps even stimulating the Vie%namese Army to try another coup''' (100)

i

SOURCE Our Viet Nam Nightinare, Higgins, Harper and Row,IEKFAFji:

TR

A YN ™
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

CONEIN ‘ | | vSumer 19637 | pmM
NHU, NGO DINH .

MADAME NHU
CAN, NGO DINH

OCCURRENCE : cONEIN stated that the attacks in May in Hue followed Up by an attack I Augus

on the pagodas in Salgon consolidated the three or four different sects of the Buddhists
by making them become a political entity which they had never been before. CONEIN stated
that it had become obvious to people in the State Department, USAIB and JHSPAU, as well

as persons within the CIA and the country team generally, that the true power of the govern-
ment at that time was not DIEM but rather NHU and CAN, as well as MADAME NHU, the chief of
the womens' solidarity movement. DIEM was felt to be out of touch with reality and not get-
ting the true facts as everything was being channeled through his brother, NHU. pp. Ly_us5

0

SOURCE: , STAFF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE: ° R. DAWSON
FILE: — |
July 1, 1975

T R e N SS —
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
CONEIN -

DIE
"middle May o ‘
1963n

CCCURRENCE: - ‘ N
é;;za———g———a CO?EIg said that the DIEM government started the Buddhist antagonism but
not understand their doing so. He gave his personal opi :
. nion as "
gggngghto get out of it and get out of it very gracefully wighin ot ey had a
vh of May incident in HUE by meeting the demands of paying off the families of those

people who were killed when the military attacked

the pagodas in Hue. If
been done, I th?nk that we would have been much better off This was a tthi? ot e
the political situation....". pp. 41-4p o HTng point of

SOURCE: - 3 ' STAFF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON

R 200 ol S N

the first two weeks after
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PERSONS /T T TED DATES CATEGORIES::

DIFM | May 8, 1963 | DIEM ./
MAJOR GEN. TRAN VAN DON (sp.?) ;

OCLU}”RLJCL“ "Immediately after May 8, President Diem ordered a formal investigation
of the Hue affairs. Tor this purpose he appointed a 3-man technical commission led by
Major General Tran Van Don, the acting head of the army {General Don was considered a
man of integrity by the Americans.)' The commission also included the Surgeon General
of the Vietnamese Army and its Chief of Ordinance. After extensive interrogation of
witnesses General Don's mission cited plastic charges as the cause of the deaths on
May 8. , P

"At the time, nonetheless, Diem' s regime claimed that plastic bemb Us; d the deaths was
widely ridiculed. : Bt

o ' s @B . .
Unfortunately, no American officials were w1tness touthe incidence. The American con-

sul had been oug of town bf (pe te_@yd to Spthe 'xe;q?ent;s %%ferts to glace
i A& «can 5

7§ . me © on
V] STAR
" Dawson, R.

a( r(_),o\on,fl .e Hiehss, (7% )
Our VLOL Nam Vlwltldre Higgins, Harper and

Row, 1965

{ DATE : July 2, 1975
FILE: % B
PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES :
THICH TRI QUANG | May 8, 1963

NGUTEN VAN BANG (Province leef)
MAJOR DANG SY (ASST. PROV. CHIEF)

GCCURRENCE : ‘ Eﬂ 3 - '

— Nguyen Van Bang later at the trial of Major*Dang Sy said that "While we
were inside, two loud explosions :suddenly reverberated on the veranda. Then came the
sounds of broken glass, gunshots, and exploding hand grenades.'" In the confusion Major
Dang Sy heard the explosions also and in attempting to signal what he feared may be a
Viet Cong attack fired three shots in the air. Unfortunately this was the prearranged
signal authorizing his troops to use grenades to disperse the crowds. At least 15 of
these grenades were throw and the exp1051ons caused at least 8 dead at the radio station.
(95) This statement though, appears to be in conflict with later medical evidence coming
from the Interior Minister which found that none of the bodies of the dead had metal
splinters in their organs, but rather the weapons expert said that the bombs were probably
made of plastic and that ''plastic is the arm of the Viet Cong guerilla." (95-96)

SOURCE: : : STHRPT

" Qur Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, | Dawson, R.
1965 : . i

FTT ‘  DATE  July 2, 1975
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THICH TRI QUANG i1 May 8, 1963
NGUYEN VAN BANG (Province Chief)

PERSONS/ENTITIES: ; DATES: E - 7 CATEGORIES:
| | DIEM / 3
MAJOR DANG SY (Asst. Province Chief) !

P

OCCURRLNCE: According to Higgins on May 8, 1963 on tﬁ% Eahist birthday Thich Tri
Quang, in the middle of a religious ceremony, began to give a vitriolic anti-government
speech on the subject of the non-existent ban on Buddhist flags. About 8 pm Thich Tri
Quang arrived at the radio station carrying in his hands a tape recording which he then
made the demand upon the director of the station to play. He was tefused. - Thich Tri
Quang proceeded to encourage an already active angry crowd which in the middle of this
oration began to shout and press forward. The director of the station called up Nguyen

Van Bang who soon arrived and attempted to appease Thich Tri Quang, but the latter would

not listen. Nguyen Van Bang then asked for armored cars in hopes that this would
fighten the crowd and prevent any violence to the radio station. Major Dang Sy

then arrived with some armored cars and got some general orders to disperse the crowd.
Police arrived and attempted to turn fire hoses on the crowd. (93-94) '

S0URCL: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,j STAIF:
1965 ; Dawson, R.
FILE: ‘ 'f | DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Trich Tri Quang - {May 8, 1963 |  Diem v
Diem

OCCURRENCE: "jo evidence can be adduced showing that before the Hue incident of

May 8, 1963, there was a religious issue in Vietnam. If there had been, assuwredly

the critics of Diem's leadership would have trunpeted it to the world. Conplaints of
alleped religious repression made by Thich Tri Quant and his accomplices in a campaign

of letters to the United Nations and prominent foreigners, had begun, but they represented
no more than the early activity of determined propagandists.

Most hostile criticism toward Diem centered not on what he did but on his methods and
techniques of governing."

COATTTY M L L
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PERSONS/ENTITIFES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Colbv oo, ianh Can : 10/603 f WIWIV/
Conein
Sy

OCCURRENCE:

Colby oxplained that a counle of weels before the assassination the thoupht
of assassination was not ainmcd at Diecm but at Hhm and  Can, Dien's two
l)YOIﬁ]C]W; wvho were considered the evil influence of the eovernaent. "Ihe
idea of removing Mhu From Vietnan was one that was discussed in great Jdetail
ipd a great deal of pressure was put on Dicn to semd his brother out of

the country.™ At one point I made a sugnestion that perhaps T conld con-
vince him of the desivability of Leaving the country for the benefit of

s own, of the country itsclf. That T could S0 over and arsuce him JHtO.‘(y
Fhat 71 Lﬂllu is the scparable thing from the actual decis sion to shoot Dicm.
I think the decision to shoot Diem was A conscicnce decision talien by the

senerals which came as a very new development durine the coup, but let's face

L . L4 ‘;_:-“ souotin - MASTE: ]‘-'\\"rj Lo guti i"'," Lo maan b lff‘"? alaca SECENAS LIPELL B PRV o
SOURCE: sovernnent.  Paces 33-34 ’ "| STAFT: o
e - ) Dawson
Hearings, SSCU, June 20, 1975, Colby DATE :
FILE: o 7/177%
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES::

11/2/6% ; Diewm "

e, Moo Dinh
mein
nh

OCCURRLNCE:

mein stated that at no point in the climatic days leading up to the assassina-
on was there a discussion of the killing of Dien. Further, there had never
ren any discussion at any time about Diem himself being killed by anvbod.

. fact, the generals and many people wanted Diem to be around bhut they could

't ostand Hha oand Madawme Nhu, Diem's wife. DPage 64-66.

SOURCE : i . STAFK :
T learings, SSC, Conein, June 20, 1975 Dawson

32423615 Page 24
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ' CATEGORIES:
COLBY, WILLIAM '

MINH . GENERAL | 1 November 1963 DIENIV/

NHUNG :

CONEIN

Nhu

OCCURRENCE: (OLBY stated that "Apparently the decision by several of the generals, the
ones that were present, that he (DIEM) would be executed when they got him. They sent an
officer, a small armored unit to plck him up after they found out where he was down in the
other vart of town. He and his brother were put in an armored persconnel carrier with an
officer, a young Vietnamese who was an aide to GENERAL MINH, head of the coup group, and
they went dinto the armored personnel carrier and when the carrier arrived back at head-
quarters, the two were dead and had been shot several times., That officer, incldentally,
and a rather bizarre aspect of this, was himself apparentlyfwhen this junta of generals
was igeighrown about two months later. Somebody took thathogcasion to shoot him."

0. 10, et

SOURCE : TR STAFF: R, DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 18-19

DATE :
FILE: s 29 June 1975

PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES @ CATEGORIES:

DTEM | May 7, 1963 | prpy /

THICH TRI QUANG

i
i

i

OCCURRLEMNCE : .
T The Diem circular to ban all religious flags reached Hue on May 7, 1903.
Since the city was already bedecked with flags the Vietnamese Minister.of Interior,
Vui Van Long, arriving in Hue on'the same date as the circular argived ;f%o the Bud-
dhist leaders and explained that the flag regulation would not B&-enfgrced. "The leaders
of the monks were very pleased,' 'said Minister Long. ''Theydistened®to me and told me
that I had given complete satisfaction to their desires<§ Quang was present during this
exchange and joined in expressing satisfaction with the ayrangement not to enforce
the regulation. Some police in Hue did take down flags before the Province Chief could
- reverse the order to enforce the regulation. But the precipitating factor, according
to Higgins was that Kuang sent a:few monks around to tell the people to haul down the
flags, even though he knew this was no longer required, thanks to the Interior Ministers

actions. '"The monks weré told to tell the population that this was being done as a
wl? ol Dieh mw—#m—v}&' :

TSOURCE : reserT et ot A G ST
“Qur Viet Num Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, | Dawson, R.
1965 ; .

FILE: ‘ !DATFh July 2, 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: ' DATES: CATEGORIES:

McCone . | DIE&TV//

Diem
Nhu
Kahn

OCCURRENCE:

In responge to % question as to whether McCone was aware of a suggestion to assassinate
Mr. Diem and‘ﬁ Y€ had sent a telegramw%n,ququgtio " "that suggestion,McCone testified
that he did not think it was Mr. Diemi O MESLESTY Y that "there was a prog o>sal, one

of a number of proposals, in connection with the diffigult political situation that
existed in South Vietnam, to dispose by assassination . Nhu and General Kanh....
when that was brought to my attention I ordered a telegram sent out to stand that down"
(4) McCone testified that "The situation in Vietnam was unlike other situations. ke

were really at war there. My opposition was more on the basli s of considered judgement
that the action recommended by the station wouldn't in final an alysis solve any
problem.". (5).

SOURCE: STAFF :

Gordon Rhea

McCone, June 6, 1975

S o o e

AR R R (T TR AR, D, DU T GO 0k iy S S S aees A St et A S ooy o e o e e e —— 1 =

HW 509533 DocId:32423615 Page 26



.
|
. H
& ,
!
+
J .
i
3
/ .

HW 50925353 Docld:32423613 Page 27



PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:
LANSDALE

ALAN DULLES ‘ Mar 16, 1960 MONGOOSE
A SPECTAL GROUP
DIEM
"OCCURRENCE:

On March 16, 1960 at the Special Group Meeting there was discussion .of stepped up plans
to use the base radio at Guentameo Bay to expand the stations listening audience.

VIETNAM  Mr. DULLES Referred to the worsening security situation in South Vietnam... and
commented that this appears to be_a situation where S. F. training might be in order.
DULLES asked whether it would be "politically feasible for Col. LANSDALE to vislt the
area to assess the situatlon on the spot." DULLES also discussed briefly "the possibility
of assisting the South Nietnam government to mount guerrila operationsin the north."

\ \\ F

' - ) .
SOURCE: R Y. STAFF:
Minutes of Special Groub/%bq§;pg}March'16, 1960. KELLEY
FILE: , Ty DATE:

& 6/27/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES :

DATES: V// CATEGORIES:
ga$sdale May 12, 1960 Diem '
ulles Special Group
Hare
Irwin
OCCURRENCE:

On May 12, 1960, the Special Group discussed the subject of the invitation

from President Diem for General Lansdale to visit Viet Nam. Mr.

that he assumed that the way in which Diem would like to use
Lansdale would not be acceptable to the U. §.
could no doubt be made.

on to carry out whatever i
il

Hare said
General

» but that some adjustments
Mr. Dulles said that "Lansdale could be counted
nstructions he had in a manner least calculated

to upset Diem." -C~53@ﬁ«-.
55}9%&% g
A A A
(;# "s\

SR A RE

. Ty
"f%ﬂP“w

B

PN

SOURCE: Minutes of Special Group meétinglMai$£25y196O STAFF: Bob Kelley

FILE: ' DATE: june 29, 1975

a———
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s SRSUNS/ENTITIES: | DATES: | CATEGORTIES -
STRATEZIC HAMLET PROGRAM |
~ DIEM /

{
NGO DINH NHU 1962
MINISTER OFF THE INTERIOR-GOVERNMENT |
OF VIETNAM, COLBY, HARKINS

WESTMORELAND, GENERAL -

OCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated that: "In 1962 COLBY assigned him to work with the MINISTER ¢
THE INTERIOR OF THE GOVERNMENT OF VIETNAM to be responsible for liaison between CIA and th
MINISTER on a program called THE STRATEGIC HAMLET PROGRAM. The idea for this program was
that of NHU, the President's brother and counsellor, which was to establish securitv withi:
hamlets and villages in order 28 the people could deny access of food and taxes to the
VIET CONG. 1In this position, CONEIN was able to travel quite extensively under the auspic
of the MINISTRY OF THE INTERIOR, and to talk to the unit commanders down to and including
small sections." p. 17. CONEIN. "This was done with the permission of GENERAL HARKINS ar
it was known to GENERAL WESTMORELAND when WESTMORELAND took over." p. 18.

SOURCE: STATT
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein o i R. DAWSON
FILE: " DATE

30 June 1975

ITK PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: EQTEQORIHS:
Maxwell Tavlor Special Group Aug—
27 Sept 62 - MOONGOQsE™eTte
Diem/

OCCURRENCE™ o
Enylor states that_thQ‘Special Group and the Sepcial Group Augmented considered a proposal by
SIA for covert activities designed to harass the Democratic REpublic of Vietnam. This had

been prepared in response to a request by the Sec.'s of State and Defense. ' v

‘aylor added that the Special Group aéked that a more ‘detailed operation plan be prepared.
(t was agreed that Defense make certain equipment and personnel available to CIA in support
f this program. An elint flight designed to identify the North Vietnamese radar order of

attle, so as to permit planning over flight routes was authorized. |

]

SOU}CE: . ) PN A RS g
————" Maxiell Taylorg\pmem‘nén'um fon ¥

RS Wi STRTE
3¢ MEMOT A mxe’§§;§9ré5ident, dated | ZHAME:
Sept 27, 1962.%¢ o%@& B

PGW

«

FTI.F: oA me 6/720/7%
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1

PORIOHG /SNTITIRG: DA

CONEILHN

—

SO CATEGORIES:

February 1962 DIEM v/

CCCURRENCE: CONEIN stated: "In February of 1962, two air force pilots, Vietnamese Air
Force pillots, attacked the presidential palace of NGO DINH DIEM. This was not the first
indication there was something wrong, because 1f you will recall, in November of 1960, th:
was another attempted coup. At that time, in February, I was asked if I would go to the

different military leaders which I knew and had known in the past, to find out what was tiv

political pressure, what was the temperature, was there really some dissidence within the
military ranks, was there really a basis for an uprising against NGO DINH DIEM? I was un-
able, at this time, to determine this fact. There was an isolated dissidence within the
military structure. 7This was reported in February and March of 1962." pp. 16-17.

SOURCE:

T T STATT:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conedlr

R. DAWSON

SR DATE :
TILE: - 30 June 1975
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PORSOND/LNTITIES ' DATES . CATEGORIES:

SIS U D I,

CONELH

February 1962 DIEM V/

OCCURRENCE : CONEIN stated: "In February of 1962, two air force pilots, Vietnamese Air
Force pilots, attacked the presidential palace of NGO DINH DIEM. This was not the first
indication there was something wrong, because if you will recall, in November of 1960, th
was another attempted coup. At that time, in February, I was asked if I would go to the

different military leaders which I knew and had known in the past, to find out what was tiv

political pressure, what was the temperature, was there really some dissidence within the
military ranks, was there really a basis for an uprising against NGO DINH DIEM? I was un-
able, at this time, to determine this fact. There was an isolated dissidence within the
militarv structure. This was reported in February and March of 1962." pp. 16-17.

SOURCE : TN

Fearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Concln \ R. DAWSON
ba s TE:
FILE: Lo 30 June 1975
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PERAOMNES/ENTITIES DATES: V///’CATFCORIFS‘
DL B 1963 DIEM '

OCCURRENCE:  "Most manifestations of political oppostion," wrote Henderson, 'were
vigorously suppressed. Civil liberties remained an unfulfilled ideal. Elections were
far from free and many of the devices used to stimulate popular support for the regime
borg thg Fhe familiar stamp of modern totalitarian practice. No doubt these moves could
bg justlfled,_at 1east to some extent, in terms of the overwhelming problems confronting
Diem dur}ng his first few years in office and also the inexperience of Free Viet Nam's
people with the forms and substance of democracy, but...Diem had still to prove that his
professed devotion to the democratic cause represented anything more than a facade to
disguise increasingly plain reality of stern dictatorship." (164-165)

SOURCE: : - ' = ——
?i‘_——f;65 Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harpers STAFRI: Dawson. R
oW, ) ’ .
DAr]w}}‘. July 2, 1975

FILE: —

e ————
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: l CATEGORIES:

|
NGO DINH CAN 1963 | pmm
MINISTER OF INTERIOR ;
Conein } }
OCCURRENCIE:
Sre e RO Y2 CONEIN stated that: "On May 7, 1963,..... UThe MINISTER OF INTERIOR, myself &

his entourage flew to Hue in central Vietnam. While in Hue, it was on my aircraft that 1.
assigned to me for that day ——:while in Hue, they had a very large meeting of different
military authorities and at that time I did not realize what was going on. They had met w
the President's brother, NGO DINH CAN who was considered the war lord, in a way, and some
decisions were made, of wnich I was not aware of (sic). We returned quite late the night
the Tth; though I wanted to stay, the MINISTER OF THE INTERIOR told me it would be impossi
T wanted to see the celebration of the birthday of Budda. I wanted to see burnt boats wit’
the candles lit going down the perfumed river, but it was not to be. The next day there wa
an attack by the military forces on the Buddhists. At that time, the Buddnists as an ent®’
was not a political force and therefore thought of being, and when the attack on the Budd
came about, this was, in my estimation, one of the turning points in what was happening i~

SOURCE: Viermam P13 . T [ STAFF:

| R. DAWSON

[ EURE NN
- R I TN
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Coneln: .
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES::

" IODGE, ilenry CABOT 1963
CONEIN ' :

CATEGORIES:
DETM v~

!
|
|
|

OCCURRENCE : .
—— L T worked for Ambassador LODCE.

I reported to Arnbassador IODGE and I re-

ceived ny instructions from Ambassador LODGE. They were cable instructions, he had a very
good hablt of not reading something. He would fold a pilece of paper and what pertained to

you for instructions, he would let you read that and that alone so that you didn't know wh-
was sending it or where it came from. He just read that and he said those are the instruc:

tions, do you understand them? VYes, sir; allright, we'll carry them out." p. 23

SOURCE : ;STAFF:
Hearings, SSCIL, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
PTLE o
DATE 20 June 1975
, PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
CONEIN 1963

)U:v(‘q‘{ &‘_;‘z;.f\i (l ‘“ﬂr@"i

# DIEM \ -

OCCURRENCLE: "I had never, and even right up to the very end, I had never been asked for any

resources whatsoever to help or to aid in the elimination of any individual." p. 25

SOURCE: _
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein
FILE:

STAFF :
R. DAWSON

DATE: Tine Y 1Q7R
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: - ~ DATES: CATEGORIES:
1963

Dawson :
National Sccurity Council -~
State lent

OCCURRENCE :

Colby stated that the policy of the chain of command wanted a determination
whether it be by the Security Council or by other authority is made to carry
out that policy is normally transferrcd from the National Security Council

to the ambassador.  "The ambassador is the President's representative and

has overall authority of all agencies in that country, and thercfore, an
jmportang question like this (the Dicem coup) would be passed to the ambassador
tohandle. "Now, the other avencies in town would be informed of the policy
directive that we micht have additional communication as to the details as

to how to implement them, which in this case (the Diem coup) were done through
directive to our Station Chief to makc sure ho operated very directly and im-
mediately under the control of the ambassador." Page 35.

CARCR - S FFe
SUURCE: Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1075, Colby I”TArF' Dawson
!

N | -

PITE: IDATE. 7/1/7%

PERSONI/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Snecial Jorces : 1963 E Diem v/
Colby

OCCURRENCE:

Colby stated that '"the Special Forces [lirst arrived in Vietname working for
CTA in this country prosvam ol developing villages for their own defensc.
Mhen it oot to be as T remember 750 of them the question arose as to whether
thev should be transferred out of CIA into military control, and this was
done during 1063; military took over vesponsibility for that program and

’ . e Yoy s T LD
I will have somec more words to say about that at another time.” DPage 213-29.

SOURCE: STAFE :

Hearinges, SSCI, June 20,1975, Colby . S Dawson

32423615 Page 35

Docld
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:
BUNDY, MC GEORGE , TAYLOR, MAXWELL ;
BALL, GECRGE 1963 L DIEM/

FORRESTAL, MICHAEL T, T 2 QEE

HILLSMAN, ROGER; AMBASSADOR NOLTING @?fﬁ% %ﬁ%ﬂ

MC CONE, JOHN, MC NAMARA, ROBERT V\F LA
SEREE G oL ol o

= ALY COLBY stated that the persons typically in attendance in the conference
room or situation room to discuss matters in Vietnam during 1963, MESSRS. BUNDY, BALL,
FORRESTAL, HILLSMAN, MC CONE, MC NAMARA GILPATRIC, TAYLOR. p. 70 COLBY also stated that
generally the Attorney Ceneral was generally not in attendance. ' If the meeting was to be
with the President, then it would have been in the Cabinet room and then the Attorney
General would have been there. pp. 70-71, The chairman of the meetings downstairs which i
President never attended would have been Mr. BUNDY. pp. 71-72 Mr. HARRIMAN would come SO
times, COLBY recalled, and Vice President JOHNSON would always attend the ones upstairs in
the Cabinet room, but did not take a particularly active part. pp. 72 Anbassador NOLTING.
when he returned, after his replacement in Vietnam tock a very actlve role opposing action:
against President DIEM to the extent that he was invited to participate. And his advice w:
not accepted. p. 73 '

“SOURCE : | STAPE: R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby DATE
N ball: 1 July 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : : CATEGORIES:
CONEIN Sumer and prEm
Fall 1963 '

OCCURRENCE: "There were (sic) not one coup plan. There were several. The problem that wa:
facing the people that were making assessments of this was which one had the most likely
chance of succeeding? We were at the point of no return. There was no chance of going back.
pbecause there was going to be a coup. The best thing to do was to monitor and keep the U.S.
government advised of who the principal players were, what their intentions were then and in
the future. It was an impossible situation, and also during this time, 1t was getting down
to the critical element. In October, the generals had to have assurances that I was speaklin;
for the Ambassador. Several attempts were made to get these assurances, and it was practi-
cally impossible because of the security around the generals, who wererglpgggy suspect...."
] - .fj\?;w‘a'

. p. 28 p

bl

- i Ly g@m \'
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PERSUNS/ENTITIES DATES: ? ATEGORIES :
Diem Sumer 1963 | Diem /
OCCURRENCE’ ‘

.”Dwmwaammcmemmmim\%9mn1mmwaﬁsofdammaw' And this
was really the heart of the case against him. Implicit in their criticism was the assump-
tion that Occidental style democracy was, in fact, the answer to Oriental Vietnam's problems.

It wazsag assumption with which Ngo Dinh Dlem dlsagreed on both practical and philosophical
groun _

c N o P
sk oui e

SOURCE: , STAFE
T "Our Vietnam Nightmare", Marguerite Higgins, — Dawson
Harper & Row, 1965, p. 165
FTLE: | DATE : July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Thich Tri Quang Summer, 1963 Diem V//

McNamara

Diem

OCCURRENCE: (¢apd=l=

Higgins states inm her book that, "Washington generated pressure on Diem for concilia-
tion was based on the assumption that Thich Tri Quang's grievances concerning flags and
such were what motivated his Budist protest movement. But 1t was evident that what Thich
Tri Quang wanted was a pretext to see. Hils objective was not a solution, but nonethe-
less than Diem's head. '

"Perhaps Diem might have had a better image in the United States if he had personnally
shown immediate public concern for the victims of the Hue tragedy. He then instantly
order generous indemnification of the families who suffered losses, but this was never

publicized. Perhaps he was too " . So inwardly assured of his innocence was
Diem that he did not of going through the trouble of . provin? it. ;hyeuld certainly
(Gontimet-OICaTdee) fauc plisud Madins Ave. boys of 14 & : or Twe

luf such srnfam would Starcely haye eppeased Thicd Tre Quans,? ‘fﬂg}a Vo7 p/(’ﬂt} 1Rz
SOURCE: Qur Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, W &

Harper and Rowe

DATE: July 3, 1975

T o

Qéﬁﬁﬂ%F?x Dawson ‘:/(O{
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PERSONS/ENT LI IES: . DALIS : CALIUUR LS :

GEN. HUYUH

OCCUTRENCE

SOURCE: | STAFF:

Dawson

Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
page ten.

FILE: opre.  6/30/75

DATES: : CATE

GEN. DO CAO TRI 7/63 pIEM ¢~
GEN. NCUYEN KHANH :
GEN. TON THAT DINH .
GEN. DON

TTTEOURCE: ) T STAFL:
——=""=" H{earings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, T Dawson
page 10. N DATE : ’

R, T (/20 /75

32423615 Page 38
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PERIONS /-

N
DATS

OCCURRENCE ¢
CONTINUED ON ANOTHER CARD:

T T S0URCE: _ o X L STAFF: D
-~ Hearings, S5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, awson
rage ten. DATE: 6/30/(5
FILE:
. PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

L

e w g7
PSP )

OCCURRENCE:

CONTINUED FROM FIRST CARD:

SOURCE : ) | STAFF: '
Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STAPE: Dawson

' page 11.

FILE: | DATE :

6/30/75

32423615 Page 39
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Hearings, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,

STATF

Dawson

DATE: 6/30/7¢

- SOURCE:
Page 11.
FILE:
RSOdb/ NTITIIS:

~ SOURC,

FTLE:

DATE

St

CATEGORIES:

Jple

Hea¥ings, 8.8 0.1, 6726775—”Cone1n, EXHIbit one,

page 10-11.

et
W
Z

SEaeeT

1S

‘J the
. e

STAVH

Dawson

DATE:  6/30/7
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FRoUNS/ENT UL LES : DATES: ! CATEGORIES :
NGO DINH NHU : ; _
CONEIN July 11, 1963 ! DIEM V¥~

OCCURRENCLE: CONEIN states that: "On July 11, 1963, NHU called the generals together for

staff meeting and shocked them by telling them that he knew of gome coup planning going on
the generals. This scared the generals and other officers, needless to say, that NGO DINH
NHU would be completely aware that there was some dissidence in the ranks." p. 20-21.

SOURCE ' STARE

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

R. DAWSON

30 June 1975

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATLES: CATEGORIES:
Krulik, Major General Victor H. Diem
Kennedy, John F
Mendenhall, Joseph, State 3/6}
National Security Council :

OCCURRENCE:

Higgins notes that Kennedy dispatched Krulik and Mendenhall to Viet Nam to make a tour of
the country to determine the effect of the Buddhist crisis on the war against the Viet
Cong. Returning to Washington, Krulilk and Mendenhall each gave a different report on the
effect. Higgins notes that Kennedy asked wryly, "Have you two fellows been in the same
country?" Higgins goes on to note that this was indeed indicative of the American reac-

tion to Vietnam generally. Krulik, Higgins points out, visited the theatre of war by go- -

ing to all core areas as well as six divisional and some twenty-five regimental and bat-
talion headquarters. But Mendenhall saw the theatre of the political intrigue, i.e.,
Hue in Saigon. These latter two areas was the only Viet Nam that Amerlcans knew during
that time, and it was the slightly Effett, volital society W the haven of Viet
Nam's chronlcally critical and bickering intellectu g?% Q%; 5)

| -’i?
§9§f§2§ Qur Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgiﬁk év i STAFF Dawson

Harper and Rowe

NATE » . A A anme
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PERSONS/ENTITIES | ~ DATES: . - CATEGORIES:
NilU, NGO DINH
' - DIEM /
CONEIN ' ) August 1963 '
"OCCURRENCE: The coup ...."aborted, because, one, they did not have necessary forces.

I'm talking about the coup plotters, did not have ‘the necessary forces to combat those
loyal to the DIEM government, namely elements of the Marines, elements of ?he Rangers, ‘
présidential guard, and other units, and especially the Special Forces, which were the best
armed troops available. Also, they announced in the press that the CIA was paying tp hayg!
a coup. Tnis was a very shrewd and calculating move on any man on the quality NGO DINH N
who was a shrewd politician and also master of psychological warfare." pp. 22-23

SOURCE: . ' STAFF: R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein DATE: 20 June 1975
FILE:

PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: - | CATEGORIES:
VIETNAMSSE SPECTAL FORCES : i ///'

COLBY Avgust 1963 ° :  DIEM

m%ﬁif

OCCURRLNCL:  COLBY stafed that: &S part of the pressur%?on the govermment in cthe Algs.
period, in response to the fact that these SPECIAL FORCES with Vietnamese military and wit:
Vietnamese police had conducted the raid on pagodas, CIA was directed to suspend its assim
ance to the SPECIAL FORCES. We did not suspend our assistance to the police or to the
military who were involved in that, but CIA is an easy thing to turn off, turn on and off.
The other programs are much more difficult to turn on and off. In a simple way, I think ti
has had a certain influence in what they did. I lmow it resulted in the transfer of sever:
units outside of Saigon when we sald we would continue to support them." p. 78-79

: 3 R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby

PILE:

SOURCE: _ : YSTAFF:
' z
|
iDATE: 1 July 1975
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%LJ‘U_)‘\JH.)/ LWL LG LD UALES I CATEGUR LIS :
! i

) -
WMADAME NHU , | )
SOONEIN August 1963 ] DIEM v
(%]

& ]

=

@CXHJRREJJC&: CONEIN states that: "Just before August 21, 1963, there were periods the
Fhonzes burned themselves and that there had been local press releases made by MADAME NHU
Mthat were sometimes not too well received by the Americans, and also antagonized the popul:
M ,

mtion." p. 21

o]
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SOURCE: | { STAFPF :

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein ! R. DAWSON

FILE - | ‘ : IDATE: 31 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : '  CATEGORIES:
COMMODITY IMPO OGRAM N e B N

4 i PRoG August 1963 oD B G Irn sy

DIEM : : Mg'.,{]_f A
COLBY, WILLIAM wBH, A B ﬁ §
NGO DINH NHU » CONEIN ) S N BB My

OCCURRENCE : COLBY stated that the United States sought to put pressure on President DIEM

and the government, particularly to remove NGO DINH NHU from the country, to bring about cer-
tain changes of policy in August of 1963 that was thought necessary to improve the perfor-
mance of the government of South Vietnam. Among these were the suspension of Public Law

480 aid the suspension of the commodity import. program. And also through various contacts
with dissident generals, the United States was requested whether it would stand aside if

the generals ran their own coup, and they were glven the response in general terms that,
"Yes, we would stand aside, and yes, we would continue the aid program if a successor gov-
ernment took over and looked reasonably able to carry on the war.  This can only be read as
a green light to the generals. This message was passed through a CIA officer, but his cre-
ditentlals were checked by the generals recelving this kind of a message, with the Ambassador

and with the Chief of the Military Aid group in Salgon so that there was no guestion
SOURCE: about what U.S. policy was, nor that the CI. officer] STAPFE:
was speaking for the Ambassador with his knowledge ahd consent." R. DAWSON

ripz: Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 10-11 DATE: 29 June 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

DIEM - V/
COLBY, WILLIAM ' August 1963 DIEM
NOLTING :
LODGE, Henry Cabot

OCCURRENCE: coLpY testified that during August, 1973 between the change of ambassadors
from.NOLTING to LODGE, that the government of South Vietnam took that period and raided
Buddists pagadas and essentially sought to surpress the Buddihist dissidence. COLBY stated
that DIEM went out and supressed this kind of active dissidence, justifying it in his mind
and publicly as not accepting this kind of dissidence during a wartime situation, which that
country was faced with. COLBY claimed that this suppression only served to adversely affect
DIEM's image here in the United States and intensify the feeling of dissent within the educa-
ted class in Salgon and in the cities, weakened himself, rather than strengthen himself.

SOURCE: .
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 8~9 R. DAWSON
FILE: . '
LB HS DATE: 29 June 1975
PEASONS/ENTTTTES : DATES : i////CATRGORIFS:
DIEM Aug. 7, 1963 E DIEM

NOLTING, AMBASSADOR
RICHARDSON, JOHN

OCCURRENCE: Higgins asked Diem 1n an interview on August 7, 1963 whether Diem thought

the United States was plotting against him. Diem replied: 'I do not think Ambassador
Nolting is plotting against me. I do not think Richardson /of the CIA/ is plotting

against me. I know there are American officials who are preparing the way in the event

the decision is taken to try and get rid of me. I cannot forsee the future. And I

cannot believe that America would turn against an ally under attack, engaged in a struggle
for its very existence. But some people are crazy--and the world is crazy. Still,

Miss Higgins, I hope that your government will take a realistic look at these young
generals plotting to take my place. How much maturity or political understanding do

they have--of their own country, let alone the world?' (169)

SOURCE:

Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and " Dawson, R.




CATEGORIES:

PERSONS/ENTITIES: % DATES :

?
l
| DIEM
|

| Cod (42

DEEE, LODGE, AMBASSADOR | Aug. 7, 1963

CF abed CI9EZFZEPIPOd LCROLC MH

OCCURRLLACE:

During an interview by liggins with DIEM on August 7, 1963 '...Diem
sent an aide for document, which I later deduced to be a memorandum of a recent con-
versation with an American official.”

"Your ambassador, '' Diem resumed, "comes and tells me that it enhances my
posture of the liberal image to permit demonstrations in the street by the Buddhists
and the political opposition...I camnot seem to convinvce the embassy that this is Viet
Nam--not the United States of America. We have had good reason to ban street demonstra-
tions in the middle of a war, and the reason is that the Viet Cong\@ﬁéfbﬁ rywhere...what
would happen if the Viet Cong should infiltrate the demonstratieniiiie Saigon, toss
a bomb, kills dozens of persons, including some American pxe $£fXWh§ ‘would 'liberal

opinion' say of me then? Would they believe my gove£gm€h Awhen: said that the Viet
Cong were responsible for the killings because only th% Mpﬁmunlsts could profit from
SOURCE: Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row,| STAFF:
1965 ' Dawson, R.
FILE DATE: July 2, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES:: E DATES @ CATEGORIES:
% ‘ © DIEM _
CARD TWO E CBZJ[ 214?2>
GCCURRENCI, : 4

(continuation) ! :
such an event? Consider what happened at Hue. These plastic bombs were throw by the
Viet Cong...but-whom did the Americans blame? They blamed me--the President of Viet
Nam-- and the Vietnamese Army. Would they be any more charitable nex fime? This is
not child's play; I am not inventing Viet Cong terror. Yet when I ti owprotect the
people of this country--including the Americans--by good police WaTk gggping control in
the streets, I am accused of persecuting the Buddhists'" (167)¢ ' :

[STAPP:
Dawson, R.

L6 “ Qur Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, |
900 i '

Crr. : D oonrme . -

FTLE: , {DATE: July 2, 1975




E PERSONS/ENTITIESZgLuing’Amb. DATES: _ CATEGORIES:

S Affair, Saigon Embassi] Y

a:uilsaan, Roger, Assistapt Secretary of Stat%] :D b//
ﬁrueheart, William] /Mechlin, Director, USIA 2/{4/5; réw

= Yetbet—af—

: Cacd {4 2

n
= SY T v
=CARD 1 OCCURRENCE: Higgins points out that on August 14, 1963, Hilsman, in a voice of America

of =bed CI9ETFIE

broadcast, declared that the Buddhist crisis was "beginning to affect the war effort."
Higgins decided to check this story with the Saigon Embassy in approached Milting, who
was at that time in conference with Trueheart and Mechlin. Milting told Higgins that
"Our report shows that the Buddhist crisis is not having any impact at all--though,

of course, it could if riots become severe enough to necessitate diverting front-line
troups.”

"We have made a special check," the Ambassador continued, " of the rumor that Bud-
dhist and Catholics are eating apart an Army messes. Nothing to it. I don't know what
Hilsman based this statement on. But he isn't basing it on anything that went out of
his Embassy, the military mission, or the CIA." Mechliqﬁgdﬁfested to Milting that
perhaps he should not publicly deny Hilsman's co‘mgnf*gg}%?ﬂ'lsman was, after all,
Milting's boss.' Higgins, returning to N%&géﬁrﬁggégéagﬁﬁufhereafter, called Hilsman

(Continued on Card 2) : %@a EYLe

SOURCE: Qur Vietnam Nightmare by Marg@é%fte Higgins, ‘ STAFE: pawson

Harper and Rowe

FILE: - DATE: july 3, 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ' CATEGORIES:

sztd’ 2 aﬁfél

to find out what was the basis for his broadcast. Hilsman conceded that in fact he had
based his account upon the reports in the New York Times and other press dispatches out

of Saigon. (page ¥Rk 124-125). Lo
o Q@%%%@

SOURCE: 1STAFF:

FILE: lDATE:



- PERSONS/ENT LT LS DATES: CATEGORIES:
u o
2 Diem 14 August 1963
g :
[~
E OCCURRENCE
2 vy JRRLNVE y S
E In the Qurren% Ihtelligenge hbmoran@um (OCI 2339/63): "Coup Rumors in
e ~South Vietnam' the following quotation appeared: ". . . the coup reports
w and rumors which have aris enr81nce the Buddhist crisis seem to reflect
- some serious coup plotting; we have no firm evidence of advancaiplannlng T
by any group to attempt to overthrow the regime . . ." (2).
5
jlrd
]
159
L]
SOURCE : STAFE ¢
1967 I.G. Report, part C, 9.~
FILE: port, b ! 2 DATE : .
2 e e VZT:::r______,____-ééﬁiﬁﬁ _______
PERSONS/ENT TIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DIFM 8/21/63 Dienlv/
Ball, Undersecretary of State
Helms, Richard ’ B oy
Colby, Wm. W fr | )
OCCURRENCE : - ' 5 k 1"

On 21 August 1963, South Vietnamese troops and pollce attacked the occupwed
Buddhist pagodas throughout the country. DIEM imposed nationwide martial
law. At apresidential meeting on Vietnam on this same date, the participants
from the CIA, including the DCI, DDP, and Chief of Far Eastern Division, it
was pointed out that on'notes taken by the Chief of the Far Eastern Division
that "on the matter of possible alternate leadership in Vietnam, 1t was
pointed out that there was no indication that DIEM was not in full control."
(2)

. ,"L t"v(.'i-" - L Co '»-t‘{ ::: A

Sy L Co . : i v .
SGURCE : R
1967 I.G. Report, Part C -

FILE: DATE :
6/28/75

Cage



PERSONS/ENTITIES:

DATES:
S: CATEGORIES:
DIEM
OCCURRENCE - |
On 21 August 1963, the current };_

"Coup Rumors = - intelligence memo
;7P TUNors An South Vietnam" stateq that ”addié?gggT £§§§r§3al§63):
A s of plot-

While there is no

SOURCE:

1967 1.G. Re ' -
. port, P
FILE: , Part 0’41 3

st

Cage

ﬁf;f _________ S———

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:
21 August 1963

CONEIN
DINH
NGO DINH NHU, .GENERAL DON

OCCL”%RENCH:'”During the period between 21 August and the lifting of marshall law on 16
September, GENERAL DINH actually considered himself the hero of Vietnam and the savior of
the DIEM regime. DINH, on approximately 31 August had the audacity to inform both President
DIEM and counsellor NHU that he was thelr savior and requested a ministerial post for himsel!
NHU's reactilon was to order him to Dalat for a rest." During this perlod of time, DINH
realized that he had been played for a dupe by DIEM. The generals would recognize this fact
and GENERAL DON started playing on DINH's vanity by telling him that he was a real hero and
that, above all, should have been thanked by DIEM and NHU for saving the government. '

pp. 12-13 '

SOURCE: . STAFF :
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975 , Exhibit 1, Conein R. DAWSON
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: \//CATEGORIES:
Diem August 21, 1963 Diem

OCCURRENCE: <gaed—1)r

Higgins characterizes the raids mmx¥akmi on the XaLol and4 on

August 21, 1963, as the turning point in American policy t wand Viet Nam. She states

that this crystalizes the feelings of a powerful action inside the Kennedy Administration

that Diem had to be opposed.

" : raised stories from Saigon scene that had all the inventiveness of an

Orlental Ian Fleming. Soldiers in battle dress were wearing gasmasks "stormed" into
shortly after midnight. A ] of bells, a blood~curdling

scream shattered the spirits serenity. One eye witness professed to see

two monks thrown twenty feet from a balcony. Extravagant rumors about the number of

death and wounded spread like a wild malignancy.

X

6F abed CI9EZFILIRIOOd CCROC MH

"When the United Nations in Viet Nam investigated the rumors in ch
— (Gontimue—toCard—2} 3 seathy {w{l’/ he could bud no evedowet et duyod 2«.«’ &
( SOL}{Ch- Our Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins STAFF : pDawson
Harper and Rowe
The — ayestigators fatbad ot fensth

_ . whs had beem | DATE: July 2, 1975
FILE: presend cusrisy e odut b Xalos andt clsevlase. (J50-3) -

© oon awn n B cun o Gmn em wm nn G M o Go SN E X GED GID GIE GND NG CIN SHD MIN SN GUD I SN SUG S G G N SR G G I D GH GED GDY NS OGN AN D Sa0 e S D S Gl e el e S S aree e S SN W SO S AT . ot QBT i e Wty e A s i e o+

PﬁééONS/ENT ITIES: | ‘.bxégEZMWWNWWA~“MMV6ATEGORiéé;
DIEM 8/21/63 Diem
Ball, Undersecretary of State v
Se;%;,}l?&;ﬁard _ :r:%;fz ff?ﬁ f ;sl} T f:};;\;; - ‘.‘;;qa
CCCATETE O o1

On 21 August 1963, South Vietnamese troops and police attacked the occupwed
Buddhist pagodas throughout the country. DIEM imposed nationwide martial
law. At apresidential meeting on Vietnam on this same date, the participants
from the CIA, including the DCI, DDP, and Chief of Far Eastern Division, it
was pointed out that on notes taken by the Chiefl of the Far Fastern Division
that "on the matter of possible alternate leadership in Vietnam, it was
pointed out that there was no indication that DIEM was not in full control."

(2)
- ‘/l { . - f - . = Yo . . i“?l
SOURCE : [ STAFF:
| 1967 I.G. Report, Part C | RD
FILS: DATE

Cage 6/28/75
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PERSONS/LENTITIES: DATES: CATHEGORIES:

21 AUG. thru
16 SEPT.

OCCURRENCE:

SoURCE Hearings, 8.35.C.I1I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, éllﬂji:Dawson
page 12.

PTLE . ‘ ' DATE 6/30/75

PRGOS /RNTIT TS ULTES : CAVELOHLES:
CENERAL DINH 11/1/ DIEM G
' 21 AUG. thrd
16 SEPT. '6

T OCCURRENCE:

k,i-/ \!\ 4

SOURCE: STATE: Dayson
; Hearings, 8. $.C.I., 6/20/7%, Conein, Exhibit one, o .
FILE:
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PERSONS/ENTLTIES: . DATES : CATEGORLES
=Y
HIQESMAN, Roger (Assistant %
Secretary of State for Far 8/22/63 Diem
Fastern Affairs)
CIA v o Qap 1 et 2
OCCURRENCE : ¥ E:“ 3 %*‘a“fﬂ&ﬁ*\ﬂﬁﬁfw
—_— SN SN pa g TP
_ L e TR 20
On August 22, 1963, in a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR 63334), the followdng A il |

message appeared: "Ref dept. telegram in process. Reftel (which Hgs.

not yet seen) states basic line to be taken and directs that it be pushed

at all levels. Hilzéman.requested Hgs. send companion telegram to station
pointing out this is one technique to bring about surfacing of where and

who real power is. Pressing this line could maximize possibility of obtain-
ing US 8. objective. Even if it does not succeed, it can substantially
assist in identification of alternate or successor leadership with necessary
drive, abilities and ambition, to incorporate in our overall contingency
plamning and serve as focus of bulld-up program. Hgs. will comment ard L

SOURCE : _ ' STAFF:
1967 I.G. Report, Part C RD

: [l meo,

FILE: Cage DATE: 6/28/75
EERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HILLSMAN, Roger (Assistant

Secretary of State for Far 8/22/63 Diem
Eastern Affairs)
CIA .
' OALD 2 e
]

OCCURRENCE:

CARD #2

furgper detail after seeing message, if necessary, but passes above at
Hil¥sman's request.” (3)
=

SOURCE: STATT:
1967 I.G. Report, part C,fLB DATE v

FILE: (Cage | 6/28/75
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s DATES : CATEGORIES:

CIA .
RICHARDSON, John (CIA station 8/22/63 Diem ¥
chief in Saigon) ‘ o
Saigon Embassy Sk Hfgfgx @iﬁ{{gﬁ{}*=7f*ﬁuv
DIEM % ﬁéﬁs;& Q\%;J§iﬁl (ot
OCCURRENCE B Ul  OiaS hdes o
. On August 22, 1963, in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0208) Chief of
ha .Station RICHARDSON forwarded his personal views concerning alternate
ks leadership: ". . . Recent events have made us feel that hope for civilian
= government to replace DIEM administration is unrealistic. The solution
o seems even more improbable than ever before. Would appear that we should
. have either DIEM or military junta.. . . View time factor have not coordinated
o this message with embassy but we have exchanged views fully on subject mat-
E ter." (3-4) )
%]
d
SOURCE: ' STAFF :
1967 I.G. Report, part c,;%of3if RD
FILE: DATE :
e e T 6/28/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES:

DATES: ? CATEGORIES:
1
|

HTLLSMAN, ROGER DR Y%
-LODGE, HéNRY CABOT 22 or 23 August
CONETN 1963 |

| he arrived he found that Saigon was -
0CC ENCE: T arrived on 22 or 23 August. When fo igon was
bC(ﬂJRRLAJC n%gggggathis pericd of these attacks;on.the pggodas, Eniiinhagbgiindoing con-
armed Cagf-b a lotuof people to anybody who would listen powthgm g:gﬁeient generalg o
Eigg; ggo;t going away with the existing r‘egirrm;,1 ngig gilgighw122 r;éeived aﬁcable s and
ne 1 u - ] n't recall if it was the < > We > nien,
ghi ot 12 Q;%xitas tied?;mgus ROGER HILLSMAN cable which practically gave us the go-ah
later bee ;

ﬂmttmsiwgeofthmgcmﬂdnm;mmﬁnwu”pp.2L22

STAFE :
SOURCE:

i R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

NATE « o



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ! CATEGORIES:
! v

CONEIN 23 August 1963 | DIE

OCCURRENCE :

£ abed CI9ESFIEIRIOOd GSGH0C MH

"There was a lot of talk of coups.
I met with them, other people had also.

fe met with generals on different occasic

We had met with colonels and junior officers.
we anticipated that there would be some type of action taken in the latter part of August.

Are

p. 22.
SOURCE: !STAFF
: ! . DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein ' R DA
FILE: DATES 54 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARRIMAN, W. Averrel (Undersecretarly oL
of State for Political Affairs) 8/24/63 Diem
HEIMS (Deputy Director for Plans, (JIA) _—
RUSK, Dean (Secretary of State) 'E“’ o,
GILPATRICK  Roswell (Deniby G 4 ] i
OCCURRENCE: e Ty 3

of Defense)

[
4Ry

i

)
’}’!‘:7

t 2000

On August 24, 1963, in a telephone call from HARRIMAN to HEIMS aitods
hours, HARRIMAN outlined to HELMS the subst

il &

ance of what eventually turned

out to be Deptel 243 to Saigon. In notes recorded by HELMS, in response to

HELMS' query, "HARRIMAN confirmed

that the thrust of the telegram contained

an implicit pullout of American forces and support if the Nhus' were not

ousted. HARRIMAN said the message had been cleared
the Secretary of State and with Mr. GILPATRICK.'(4)

With Hyannispord}ﬁ with

SOURCE: | STAFF:
1967 I.G. Report, part Clqg.% RD
FILE: DATE :

Cage

A/PR/75



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES CATEGORIES:
HILSMAN, Roper (Ass't. Sec.State for -
Far Fastern Aff —— FE) | 25 Aupust 1963 DIEM v
LODGE, Henry Cabot (Amb. to SVN) ' e . poa
. ] g, Q;gf.nzgaJi.“H:“
miti M (g
et B

OCCURRENCE: RIS BV % W R ]

On August 25, 1963, in a cable from HILSMAN to LODGE (personal), sent via CIA channels
(DIR 63854), there appeared the following messapge:

"State cable sent separately represents égonizing at highest levels. Course outlined is
dangerous but all agree that delaying clear cut US stand is even more dangerous. It won't
be easy for you, but be assured we will back you all the way." (5)

¥ abed CIOEZFIEIRIOOAd CCROC MH

SOURCE:  1.G. mEPORT 1967, p. 5 - |22 pawson
Paei C
FILE: DATE:  28.6.75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES :
TODGE, Henry Cabot DIEM
SEONLY (0L
Pk G

y b T il

N

i

OCCURRENCE ¢ H oW U S R T

In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR 63855), of August 25, 1963, the following message appeared:

"FYI CIA not consulted re cable being sent separately, which however cleared at highest
levels. In circumstances believe CIA must fully accept directives of policy makers and seek
ways accomplish objectives they seek. While have not seen exact text, understand it invites
IODGE final judgment. . . . Danger in present course of action appears to be throwing away
bird in hand before we adequately identified birds in bush, or songs they may sing. Thus
suggest a real search for courses of action which might retain options in our hands at same
time as taking positive stand rather than waiting for situation to clarify (at which point we
probably unable to affect it.) This boils down to seeking some middle ground for at least
interim period. . . ." (7)

SOURCE: 1.G. REPORT 1907, p. 7 - ] STAFF: Dawson



FERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

‘@HARDSON, Saigon Chief of Station 25 August 1963 DIEM
N, General (SVN) .
M

. . I AN [T , ™ fiia od i -\ :—«\l F.l“; »:
WA, CTA officer in Saipon Lﬁ‘{??;ﬁj} @;}iin[%LP g ES
FCCURRENCES R e LT Vs
T A -

1u CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0291), the following message appears on August 25, 1963:
nat

o Y ] e 3

> ’ NER/A ted an immediate meeting with
MEER OF STATION RICHARDSON reports that GENERAL KHANH reques .
’giA (an officer of the CIA Saipon Station). At the meeting KHANH request§d assurances that
& U.S. Government would support the VIETNAMESE ARMY if it should move against the DIEM
IEUWE-" (7)

i~
nd
[ |
La
) AFF : 5
SOURCE: I.g. REPORT 1967, p. 7 ' STAFF: Dawson
e C
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75

PLIESONS/ENT LT1ES : DATES: | CATEGORIES :
] -
CIA 26 fugust 1963 | DIEM &
T AN T oy T AN FTN FTR R
_ TULNTR ENTANTT
OCCURRENCE: . -

(PR N
ORI |
Staff Memorandum, No. 60-63, Internal ONE
statement appears:

on August 26, 1963, in a CIA document entitled "ONE
vorking Paper, CIA Distribution Only," the following

'On balance, we believe the best hope for the preservation of US interests and attainment

>f' US objectives in South Vietnam lies in the possibility of a coup d'etat by anti-Communist
ationalists with sufficient military support to obviate prolonged civil war. Such a group
night not prove able to salvage the situation and, indeed, might eventually prove no better
han the present repime. Such a development would, however, enable the US and anti-Communist

ke a fresh start unencumbered and unhampered by political errors of
ast years, months, and weeks. Tn such a fresh

start, we believe, lies the only viable hope
‘or the attainment of US interests and objectives in South Vietnam." (8)

SOURCE: 1.G, REPORT 1967, Part ¢, P8 [STATE

FTT.F .



w PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

=

JIELMS, Richard LODCGE, Henry Caboj DIEM
CARIER, Gen. Marshall KENNEDY, John F. | 26 August 1963
U CIA

TIIM DEPTEL 203
&ELT, ADM. llarry D. (CINCPAC)

i OCCURRENCE :

[+

Mn August 26, 1963, HEIMS' record of a Presidential Meeting on Vietnam, is below. The other
SCIA participant was GENERAL MARSHALL CARTER, DDCI.

wn

w'The question was raised as to whether there had been such a significant change in the Vietnam
gsituation that 1t really appeared desirable to dump the NHU's and possibly DIEM himself. Prin-
Teipal points discussed were: ADMIRAL FELT's concern over the dangers inherent in the current
%S action in South Vietnam; the fact that LODGE had not seen DIEM to discuss the future role
of the NHU's; the meaning of the phrase 'mive direct support to military commanders' in DEPTEL
243; the question of succession; and what would happen if the action taken over the weekend
failed. The PRESIDENT asked for another session on August 27 with participants to present
biographic data on key SVN personalities and a contingency plan for the succession." (8-9)

SOURCE: .G, REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 8-9 STAFF:  pawson
DATE:  28.6.
FILE: ®
- VNS ENT I RS S
cra T
RICHARDSON, Jopn il —

CONEIN MINH

26 Aug. 1963

44444
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S not yet ready, anghe CONEIN/SPERA ap

. Proac
said he woy hes

1d have ¢

to the gene
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O check with MINH_EH ?gience,
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LG afied CTI9LZFZEPIOO]

53 CATEGORIES:
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ‘
KENNEDY, John F. HARKINS (MAC/V) _— 1063
HELMs (DD/P) CIA ug.
COLPY, William DEPTEL 243 RN
CARIT: , , ?&Lgfuj
LODGE, Henry Cabot i i;ﬁL;
OCCURRENCE :

> 3 3 > L .

y less 1 > ceessful and
"The PRESIDENT stated that a coup should not be attemphgg %Eﬁgsonigdwggig Eies?udmment 2
e‘ f:tfér we could turn back at this point. Tbe PRESIDENT as . b ﬂA ment of
aSkeg W]; ﬁARKIN%Jbe sought on the prospects for victory or defgat$o.2ﬁ3 0 ?é-lo)
d?ggggdag°king ifkthey still agreed with their concurrences to DEPTEL 243,

STAFF:  Dawson
SOURCE:  T.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, pp. 9-10 E—

DATE: 28.6.75
FILE:

el

DEFLEL 2473
KENNEDY, John F.

L DTS .

! CATEGORIES :
. ; =
DEPTEL 256 27 hug. 1963 | prm o

LODGE, Henry Cabot "TENED G2 RO
HARKINS, John (Commander, MAC/V) X :1;%f}¢ -ﬁ\‘$.;i- -~%F%a fg
d ya g1 lairg r-"\-', n { i
OCCURRENCE: MO\ RO WG W i s v

In a State telegram to Salgon (DEPTEL 256), on August 27, 1963, the following mes
"Examination of reports to date gives considerable ho
Proceeding from the concept outlined in DEPTEL, 203 as
appraisal of present prospects. . . . Highest authorit

of developing situation, presently favor operation as currently planned by generals. Ve wish

to give you all possible support in best available course but not to insist on any decision
that'developing evidence makes it wise to modify."

Sage appeared:

pe but leaves unanswered questions. .
modified, now desire your prompt interim
¥y asks whether you and HARKINS, in light

SOURCE:

-1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 10 STAFF: payson

FILE:



A TG
1S CATEGORIES:
J DATES : /
SUNS /sl L Liss DAT
I OUNS /iuINL 1L
GEK. DINH
=

CﬁTR;;;;:TE?
L7/

é\’)UNSELLER NHU

DIEM "

OCCURRENCE:

it inform both President
imately 31 August, had the audacity to info
Dinh, on approxima

.. “ial
i i sted a ministeria
ller Nhu that he was their savior and reque
Diem and Counse : e
post for himself.

g afed CT9LZFZE PIOO]

- bit one STAMY: pavrson
A 7 Copre s Ixhi one ———
- SOURCES jiearings, 8.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Lxhibi ’
S0 \)___l: lcar 15, Menale
n i DATE: ¢ /3075
FTLE: B
- >_—._“§'._l_.UNS/[‘H‘JT.L TIES:
—— IO/ LNT LT IES

DATES :
HCHARDSON, John T

CATEGORTES :
<21EGORTES
28 Aug. 1963

DIEM v
_ EEIANETY e DTV
CCURRENCES IR T
P S el _‘ et v ¥ Rl 0y
1 August 28, 1963, RICHARDSON Peports in a ¢1p cable fronm Lalgon (SAIG 0363) that:
>ituation here has reached

point of ng return, ...
Ang able to launch theip o)

als are neutralizeg before
pPerations, we believe they wily act and that they have gz Food
ance to win We a1l understand that the effort myst Succeed ang that whatever needs to
done on oyur Part must be done "

I.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 10

EXZ&EEZ= Dawson

DATF . -~



= UBEHSONS/ENTITTRES | ' DATES: CATEGORIES :

NSC EXECUTIVE COMMITTRE ;

gﬂms, Richard | 29 Aug. 1963 DIFM «~
IARKINS

CIA ' Loy

SENNEDY, John F. E

(i Qs
4 fiken e

o B
: 3 'ﬁ§4r7l i !
573 E”k’&»y L3 ' : N

T A R
A, \" ?5[ Py
I [

c:nt

OCCURRENCL :

Mt a NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE meeting on Vietnam on August 29, 1963,
With a record taken by DD/P HEIMS, shows that

T3 l:?'

(2
-
it Boniiit Smpr Beh Bk Lo d

i
b

9L

mihe consensus was that HARKINS

should confirm to the renerals that the approaches from CIA
were bona fide and represented t

he views of the US government. There was agreement that
I%etter* information was needed on what the generals were in fact planning to do ang whether
Lt was militarily feasible. A telegram giving the sense of the meeting was drafted for
ERESIDENTTAL approval." (12)

(Other CIA participants were not identified.) (12)

SQURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 12 STAFF * Daveon
FILE: DATE: 28.6.75
e R . R W
PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES : .
{FNNEDY, JOHN F. BUNDY, McGeorge _
QJ&EDD&% NSC Exec. Com. 28 Aug. 1963 DIEM o
MCNAQARA, Robert LODGE, Henry Cabof F N {;«ﬂi fitlﬂﬁgyy‘ !
T Vi 2] ¢ I'MRKINS JOhl’l ‘i!\i ,; ! -,E ."" “;_\V\\ ;: ,.‘ l:‘. 'm .i. & \1 ;
PAYLOR, el d ’ e L 177 T T e M
AT i ke
OCCURRENCE : A

! b TER ' telegrams
BUNDY He reported to the rest of the NSC EXEngIXgDégM¥§om éhzeggéglgg§§,tgrzgneralg;essage
o hed sent to Saigon: a personal message to r e B
?ig% EgéngF?igéMéﬁT togthe AMBASSADOR, and a telegram from TAYLOR to HARKINS (

d ) d IL EXECUTIVE
This is rellected in notes taken by HELMS (DD/P) of the NAFIONgLniiggZ£P§ %gg?C |
égg§ii%§ﬁrmeeting oﬁ Vietnam. Other CIA participants are not ide .

STAFF: Dawson
SOURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 11 I

| DATE:  28.6.75
FILE:



oeeasws/ darv L4 Lo RUSK DATES: },’
<§QHHSON, Lyndon B. McHAMARA 30 Aug. 1963 k DIEMV//
TS BUNDY : '
@\RTNR l..w « ‘:"\\ ¢ \ LA F:‘
" R s 5.3 : % 21
_./-‘(E(D.T_!LJY | {'..;Hj ( t\\f‘ ,\? ’ E ‘._: {]' [ EI [T
E OCCURRENCE: X (H{%” wﬁ‘ﬁwﬁjﬂ? Mmoo

G August 30, 1963, there was a VICE PRESIDENTTAL meeting on Ji ﬁham; with HEﬁMS,.CARTER,
ghd COLBY participating. The record is provided by C/r[R COLBY which shows that:
Pl

[

"BUSK referred to recent cable traffic and said that he was not even sure whom we were dealing
A2th or what they were planning,. McNAMARA pointed out that there was some question whether
tHe generals ever did have a plan. BUNDY said he had re-read the earlier traffic and noted
skt they never saig they did. GEN. CARTER said he believed that the general's coup was not
l&kely at this stage and that in another week we will be approximately where we were belore
Be attack on the Buddhist temples. BUNDY suggested we consider additional contingencies
@lore the GROUP and whether the assumption that NHU is impossible is well founded." (13)

SOURCE: " 1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 13 STAFE : Daywson

FILE: ’ DATE: 28675

F R A — _-.-.___-.._—._-__.__._....___..___..—..—--.--

PERSONS/ENTITTES: DATES :
OHNSON, Lyndon B.  HARKINS
goLB§ ad CARTER 31 Aug. 1963
RUSK HELMS
McNAMARA
TLODGE

OCCURRENCE: | ]
At a VICE PRESIDENITAL meeting on Vietnam, on August 31, 1963, a record by C/FE COLBY reflects
that:

"RUSK suggested we- look at precisely what in ?he Yietnam situation Tade BS ghégk ?? gtcgg?
and what might be done to improve conditions in Vietnam. McNAMARA ouggeoteRU“Kedilgcted
quirement was reestablishment of commnication betweep LODGE and HARKINS.. ltu a gﬁe o
éhat a telepram be prepared for Saigon making suggestions as to what we might as

to do." (14)

DDCI CARTER and DD/P HELMS.also participated. )

_ h STAFF: Dawson
2OURCES ¢ . RePoRT 1967, Part C, p. 14




ZPERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

MBRKINS 31 Aug. 1963 DIEM v/

HEFM ,

T ] . e {/I“\ ”*3 E{;‘h 1 f:\ TN prIReT
OCCURRENCE : D B W SOF) P V=

=R

g, August 31, 1963, in the Saigon Station's chronology of August 1963 coup activities, the
of lowing report appears:

foat

3ENERAL HARKINS was authorized to meet with KHIFM to rive KHIEM assurances of USG backing.
HEEM showed a reluctance to talk and suggested that HARKINS meet with GENERAL MIMI., KHIEM
ognented that MINH had called off the planning and was working, on other methods which KHIEM
®1d not describe. KHIEM further stated that the generals were not ready as they did not have
Wush forces under their control. ' HARKINS decided not to pive KHIEM assurances which he had
28n autho?ized Lo impart. LTODGE approved HARKINS' decision on 31 August after HARKINS re-
rted."  (13) :

SOURCE:  1.G. REPORT 1967, Part C., p. 13 STAFF: Dawson
FILE: DATE:  28.6.75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
| Fall 1965 | Diem v~
State Department HleCone ;
Deflensce bepartment

OCCURRENCE:

Colby stated that the "...in this situation we werc having almost daily
mcct%nqs with senior olficials in the CIA, State Department, belense De-
pnrtmcﬂt and so forth, in the basement of the White llouse and there was
no aucstion that this was national policy and hammered out. ...at thesc
moctings, these were the mectings at which Hr. McCone and T arcued very
stroncly that we should not move acainst the Dienm governnent we should
continue "to work with it." Page 36




5 PERSONS/LNTTITIES: : DATES: CATEGORIES:

g CONEIN : Fall 1963 | pmM

o

z

8 OCCURRENCE:

) CONEIN stated that: “there was dissidence within the coup group, the people who

@ were going to pull the coup and one general didn't like the other general. The best way 1

& can describe it, if you had three Vietnamese generals sitting and talking to you, one general

w would talk, walk out of the room to go to the "john", two would tell you, don't trust that

= one, and finally the one who had ,out-waited the other two, there would be one left, and he
would say, don't trust those two. p. 31

5

[~

Ju:]

ml

It

DIEM V//

Fall 1963

SOURCE: ' ISTAFF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein | R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE:
July 1, 1975
CRSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES : 5 CATEGORIES:
COLBY ‘ %
|

LODGE, HENRY CABOT
HATIONAL SECURITY COUVCIL
STATE  DEPARTMEINT

DCCURKLNCE: ol BY stated that "T would say that the embassy's position, the political
secticn and the ambassador, was much more sympathetic to the proposition that the war coul-
not successfully be conducted with President DIEM still in power without a major change in -
his style of operation. However, there is an additional factor, this which was the public
pressure on the policy levels of ouf government in Washington, and the United States, and .
think this pulic pressure was felt particular by the people in the NATIONAL SECURITY COUN
and by the people in the STATE DEPARIMENT.'" p. 61

SOURCE: STARE :

R. DAWSON
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@PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES: 1 CATEGORILES:

eri
COLBY

a

T U
Genee! Haecms Fall 1963

=]
BICDGE | #.C -
2NSC

[5Y)

bl

Ha stated
WOCCURRENCE: Mp, COLBY“that: "The Defense Department was almost totally in a position th:
Mthe wars in the countryside, that the countryside seems to be going along reasonably well,

that this (DIEM's continuance in office) is an urban problem, urban political problem whic
" ohould not interfere with the main things going on. This was true of the Secretary and

=1}
@ coneral HARKINS out there and the Joint Chiefs here and so forth". p. 62

o]

£9

SOURCE: STAFT : R. Dawson
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby

DATE : 1 July 1975
FILE: . y 1975

PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES : CATEGORILES:
NHU ‘ /
1
DIEM

Fall 1963
LODGE, #-C-
COLBY

OCCURRENCE: (OLBY stated in response to a question as to whether there was any serious
attempt to persuade DIEM to leave office voluntarily that: "There had certainly been dis-
cussions to have NHU leave Vietnam at various times'. But, "there was almost no direct
contact between our ambassador LODGE and President DIEM, very little contact.” P. 66




ZCERSONS/ENTITIES: t DATES: - | CATEGORIES :
@ COLBY ‘ o
§ Fall 1963 - ! DIEM e
u - .
NSC

a

& STATE DEPARTMENT :
”<’W)PPV1W3L: COLBY stated that the public pressure that was brought upon or was felt by
Lhn NATIONAL SECURITY COUNCIL and by the people in the STATE DEPARIVENT was "one of distas:

Eﬁm}%aﬂﬁmtDHE p. 61
b
&
e
A
=]
f
i~
u]
&
[+
SOURCE: | STAFF: R, DAWSON
|
Hearings, SSCI, June 20. 1975, Colby g -
FILE: }DAT\ 1 July 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : f CATEGORIES :
COLBY Fall 1963 : prEM

RZSIDENT KENNEDY
GENERAL KRULAK
MR. MENDELHAY

OCCURRENCL: COLBY stated that: ”The most dramatlc way in whlch thlS was posed, this has
been described publicly a number of times, was that at one time, particularly with the
frustrating period the President (Kenneay) faced with these two strong positions, he sent
two officers, one a General Krulak, who was an assistant to Secretary McNamara and a Mr.
Mendelhay, who had formerly been the political counsellor in Saigon, to Saigon for about
five days to make an assessment on the spot and they came back to the camera room, and one
sat on one end of the room and one sat on the other and General Krulak first said he had b-
to 20 provinces and talked to 20 provinces and 30 military chiefs and all that sort of thir
and the war business (was) going on basically and there were some problems, but the thing
was that they seemed to have a strategy and they seemed to be moving along on it, then

- Mendelhay said he went to three cities and talked to lots of civil servants and political
people, and all the rest of it and there was a general feeling that the cause hopeless be-
cause there was so much distaste for President DIEM and so much opposition, and the genera:
feeling that the war could not be won. And the President, of course, looked at them and

SQURwEng,hlwawa b yo b the Same cowntry ¢ g 41 STATE
Hearings, g T, June ) 6n5wer/csrAeY dl&,
SC une 20, 1975, Colby Therf {0bad ot desa dellomud R. DAWSON

TTT W . et [N PR . o NAMIT .




2 PLEOUNS /BN LU LS LATES: |

'gnh, Tonthat 9/65 ! “Ni
8 .

T, Ngeo Dinh

=

a OCCURRENCE :

pef

nein stated that Diem and Nhu did not understand Dinh's role as a Jdouble
gent. Diem or Mhu had planned to have a Bravo T and a Bravo TT that Dien
nﬁ dhie would have their own coun and ¢o Jdown to Vonotau as if thev were
y&1w1n and there would immediately be a counter-coup to bring Dicem--all
HS1I“1LLd by “hu back to power by popular acclamation. So on idovember 1
w1 p.m., in the afternoon when troons werc moving it was assumed by Dien

%d Mhu that this was part of Diem's nlan to have a counter-coup. DPace 60-05.
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LA
SOURCE:  jjearings, SSC, Conein, June 20, 1975 ,STAFF: Nawson

’ }

FILE DATE: 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES
CONEIN ]
DINH September 1963 DIEM &
GENERAL, DON

HUAN, Conmanding Officer, Military
Pk R B N o 0

l.y Ll.\z .lJ\....Lub
OCCLHRHEﬁﬂ*E DON promised DINH that he would personnaly speak to the President on DINH's -
behalf and that he would ask that DINH be granted the Ministry of Interior, while he, DON,
would ask for the Ministry of Natiomal Defense. DINH believed that DON had his personal
interest at heart and DON did in fact make such an appeal to the President to enlarge his
govermment, but made the proposal in such a way that it would have been impossible for DIEM
or NHU to accept. Deadlines were given. DINH was informed that the President would give hi
the ministerial post. After the deadlines had passed and DINH had not received what he tho-
ught was his proper recognition, GENERAL DON and other officers including HUAN continued to
lend sympathy to DINH.while DINH was still waltlng for his ministerial post. p. 13

SOURCE:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Exhibit 1, Conein
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w PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:: ? CATEGORIES:
= - ——e
w GENGZRAL MINH , t
el K%&EM : September 1963 ! DIEM //
o LODGE, fleani CABOT ,
S DON, GENERAL
= EIN . . ;
?Ffi9§SRfUHQCE: "During the month of September, there was still more talk of coups, an@ at tb.
3 time, the month of geotember, T had been told by Ambassador LODGE that I was to mgglﬁgﬁHco;
% 1é£éivgvonly ...That‘I was to convey any messages. I had copveyeanessages Eo BIG N
3 gn twongccasiéns GENERAL KHIEM on one occasion. I had met with GENEBAL KHIEM and'ﬁ't H
& oﬁ another occasion. On several occasions, I had met with GENERAL DON and other military
w leaders.”" p. 23
g
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o
o
SCURCE: STAFF .
i . DA
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R J
FILE: ' DATE,: 0 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
RICHARDSON, John —— . -
DIEM DIEMV”
NHU 2 Sept. 1963 | £ s - N
VCIJQ TUHG ég ﬁ f”& f(\‘ f’/‘f A Vsl
= - il ! ! P ! L " ! 1 it i
OCCURRENCE: B LT 7 T L i) [ i !

on September 2, 1963,
In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 0523),/the I.G. REPORT provides the following summary:

"RICHARDSON cabled a damage assessment. He concluded that DIEM and the NHU's are fully aware
that the USG encouraged the GENERALS to attempt a coup and that CIA was the instrumentality of
Ehis encouragement. He judged there was an even possibility that all major programs could

o forward as in the past. He listed as a major dilemma the Stations future relationships with
COL. TUNG. He noted his dissatisfaction with TUNG as a GVN liaison vehicle through which to
conduct PM programs, but noted that the GVN had offered no alternative. Unless we were willing
to discontinue our NVN, Laos border, and cross-border programs, we must continue to work with
TUNG . [MNOTE: PM programs = paramilitary programs) - :

"The Times of Vietnam published charges that the CIA was plotting and financing a couj:
and was giving asylum to the chief anti-DIEM Buddhist leader. The story was picked up and widely
nlayed by the New York Daily MNews, the Chicapo Tribune, Baltimore Sun, and other prominent

SOURCE: newspapers.” (15-16) STAFL :

Dawson
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B OPLHSOUNS/ENT LN LIS DATES: CATEGORLES:
IGINNEDY, John F. DIEM _
HEIMS MU . 6 Sept. 1963 DIEM
CHLRY BUNDY :
RUSK " MADAME NHU
: i (,.F‘) ([N e

EWL
2 OCCURRENCE: “ b SN

g

Qg a PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on September 6, 1963, HEUWS and COLBY provide the fol-
Tewing summary:

LOFA

"WUSK stressed the Immediate need for direct contact between LODGE and DIEM. BUNDY pointed out
the necessity of advising LODGE not to have a real show-down with DIEM over NHU at this forth-
geming meeting, as one of LODGE's cables indicated he was headed very much in this direction.
I@SK apreed to do this. The PRESIDENT agreed with the desirabllity of silencing MADAME NHU but
axpressed some doubt that NHU's participation was as fatal as STATE seemed to say it was. RUSK
wmmented that the COUNTRY TEAM had stated its feeling that NHU must go, to which the PRESIDENT
replied that they may have been operating under directives received from here." (16)

T

SOURCE: T.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 16 ;STAFF’ Dawson

FILE: DATE :

—— 28.6.75




BPLHSUNS/ENT LU LIS : DATES : CATEGORLES :

BWNEDY, John F. DIIM _

FBHMS NHU . 6 Sept. 1963 DIEM

(RnyY BUNDY :

USK " MADAMIS NHU Eea o e o ey e o

G | BN e e

SO0CCURRENCE : o SN AT ‘
il IR

tza PRESIDENTIAL meeting on Vietnam, on September 6, 1963, HEIMS And COLBY provide the fol-
gwing summary: '

EEF

SK stressed the immediate need for direct contact between LODGE and DIEM. BUNDY pointed out
He necessity of advising LODGE not to have a real show-down with DIEM over NHU at this forth-
qging meeting, as one of LODGE's cables indicated he was headed very much in this direction.
(@K apreed to do this. The PRESIDENT agreed with the desirability of silencing, MADAME NHU but
*pressed some doubt that NHU's participation was as fatal as STATE seemed to say it was. RUSK
dmented that the COUNIRY TEAM had stated its feeling that NHU must go, to which the PRESIDENT
eplied that they may have been operating under directives received from here." (16)

SOURCE:  T.G. REPORT 1967, Part C, p. 16 !§Elﬁii= Dawson

FILE:

DATE:  5g.6.75

PERSOHS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
Special Forces  CIA payments
CIA 8 Sept. 1963
Tune, Col. “
Pell, David , |
OCCURRENCE : —

On 8 Septenber 1663 wire services in prominent newspapers carried a story that the
Special Forces troops who raided the pagodas on the 21 August were still being
'péid secretly by CIA. This story was attributed to g highly reliable source in
Vashington and gave details of support to Col. Tung in the amount of $3?OOO,QOO !
anmmually, and of payment of$250,000 on 3 September. 'The story was datelined in ‘
Washington and in HManila. David Bell warned in a telcvision interview that the
U.S. Congress might cut back aid to Vietnam unless the Diam government changed
its policy. : '

SOURCE: - STAFF:

e . 1 OK" CIA .1 Dawson
IG Report 1967 (CIA) , p. 17 DATE :
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i \q kPERSONS/ENTTTIES : DATES : ' CATEGORIES:
Eralack, Vietor Gen.,|Mendenhall,Jos. A.l 10 Sept. 1963 T

Counterinsurgency Speciaifgt UN Adviso
Joint Chiefs of Staff Bureau Fap Eastern DIEM

B

Rusk, Dean Sec. of State - ffairs___
MeCone. _John DT Kennedy, Johnk,
OCCURRENCE: Richardson,John

At a Presidential meeting on Vietnam with Carter and Colby in attendance, the
following ;g@qrg by Colby is provided of the meeting of September 10, 1963.
General G:éﬁIﬁ% reported his findings in Vietnam. His conclusions were that the
war was going ahead at an impressive pace and that the Vietcong war could be won
if current U.S. military and socologiqg} programs are continued. Mendenhall, the
State representative who acconpanied €zlagk, expressed the view that there was
complete breakdown of the Siagon civilian government In the security situations in

the provinces had deteriorated. The President asked where the two gentlemen had been
insame country. Rusk suggested that the focus be on what happened in July and August

that reversed the optimistic judgments in May and June. Mr. McCone talked from a

personal telegram which he had received Richardson recommending against any cut in aid.

SOURCE Y STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 Dawson
FILE: DATE:
6/27/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES: CATEGORIES:
Diem |
Richardson, Chief of Station CIA Siagon DIEM

10 Sept 1963

OCCURRENCE :

On 10 September 1963 in a cable from the CIA station in Siagon (SAIGO?GO) to
Vashington, the following quotation appears: "Am inclined to feel general officers
will seek evolutionary accomodation with Diem, (if he permits them to do $0)
unless overall situation clearly deteriorates, there . : ’
is breakdown of civil - ‘order or of governmental machinery,or unless war effort
begins to izo backward serilously {despite damages suffered since 8 May and 21 August
am inclined to believe we should be able to resume successful prosecution of war
in military and civil scetions) do not align myself with the view that USG should
suspend aid ".

SOURCE : STAFF

IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19 ‘ Dawson




PERSONS/ENTTITIES: ' DATES . CATEGORIES
Kgnncdy, John . President -
CTA | 10 Sept. 1963 DIEM

N i‘. :

OCCURRENCE: 1
On 10 September 1963, in an interview by Huntle rinkley, bl o & der
. g . X arld By e de a
the charge that the éIA makes 1ts own pglicy. d ) vinkley, the President denled

0f =bfed CI9ESFZEPIOOd LoAOL MH

SOURCE:
i il . STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 19
FILE: ’ DATE : pawson
________________________________ “ : 6/21/75
PERSOHS/ENTITTES . | DATES CATEGONIES:
Bimndy,
Colby
MeCone DIFM
Melamorsa ' 10 Sept. 1963} . v o
Yormedy, President : l{ S ’\X S AR P
- CE ! f: L :
wvith™

OCCURRENCE: At 5 Tational Seourity Council executive meeling on Vietnam,
the CIA, Colby provided the following record: Bundy
stressed the need to unify U.S. goverrnment posture, to coordinate press guldance and to
control oulpolng messages to Sailgon. - He emphasized the importance of following the '
President's guldance on this delicate problem, in spite of intensly differing viecus of
what should be done and how, the risk, minimum objectlives, and facts. ~ McNamarra stated
that his position was virouously against throwing out this povernment without Seeling
an alterpative and that none appeared to exist. Mpr. McCone commented that the problem
was not so much the existance of an alternative as to how to put one into power. Pundy
summarized the President's position as one in which we must express our reservatlons
as to mistakes and misdeeds of Diem but not be a position wherz we can not deal with

Carter and Colﬁg_ﬁarticipating for

him further . :
SOURCE® STAFE : T

Dawson



5 __PIZRSONS/ENTITI ES: DATES ;. ' CATEGORIES:
®ichardson, John
®ecde, General

TIA Station Siagon 11 Sept 1963 ~ DIEM
S _
= OCCURRENCE: 11 5 September 11, 1963 CIA cable from Salgon (SAIG0797) Richardson

yeported that the country team attempted to agree on a six page swmary cable to answer
% cable from the department requesting views. The team was unable to agree even on the
Nirst three pages of the sunmary. Weedrand Richardson dissented on the basis of the
3h¢di,>unmary was too sweeping and too negative including definitively about the country
®n an inadequate basis of data. He said: "in some ways we seem to have reached the
r@ownt in the official American community, where if you think we can win with the present
ubovernwpnt you are simply not rurning In the right direction with the majority."

a]
ek

SOURCE : | STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 20 ‘ Dawison
FILE: . DATE:  6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
McCone " Lodge : : SR
Colby Nhu 1o s
Rusk 11 Sept 1963 © DIEM
Bundy

OCCURRENCE: In a September 11, 1963 neeLLng of the National SEcurity Council

Executive Co”nuttee meeting on ViLLnam the record taken by Colby (with McCone also

belng present for the CIA) the fo]]owjng appears: 'Rusk said he believed that we were
not likely to achieve an independent Vietnam unless we could eliminte Nhu, At the same
time he was not willing to say that Diem :hould go, he saw no alternative. Rusk comnented
that we should work with Lodge on Diem to take over the real leadership’and become the
real President. McCone suggested also the desirability of negotiating with Diem. Bundy
read off a CIA suggestlon for a process of negotiating with Nhu.

SOURCE: ; ) STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. |

FILE: DATE ; Davson



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
dege, Amkassador Henry Cabot ’

11 Sept 1963

EQGEF HH

DIEM

OCCURRENCE: b
Tn a state telegram from Saigon (SATGUT78) Lodge provided the following reflection on

®he situation: "My best estimate of the current situation in Vietnam is (a) that

Mt is worsening rapldly; (b) the time has arrived for the U. S. to use what effective
fanctions it has to bring abeut the fall of the exlsting govermrent and the installation
Bf another; and (c) that intensive study should be given by the best brains of the
government to all the details, procedures and variants in conncection with suspension

&Hf aid."
1]

P IO0]

=]
Pl
SOURCE: ' [ STAFF:
‘ IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 21 Dawson
FILE: DATE:
6/27/15
PERSOUS/ENT LT LES DATES: - CATRGORIES:
McCone ‘ Bt
Coloy Hillsman o
Kermedy, John F.  Tung . S pIEM Lo
MeNamarra Diem 11 Sept 63 i onois o iR Ful

OCCURRENCE:  1n g Presidential meeting on Vietnam with the CIA participants
being MeCone and Colby the record by Colby reflects that McNemarra polnted oub that
Iodge has 1little contact with Diem and has not been out of Saigon. Mr. McCene conmnented
that he believed that we should, move cautiosly, that we should talk seriously to Diem j
and that Todge should be urged to visit the countryside to obtain a more realistic ;
view of the effects of suspending aid. Mr. McCone also suggested that another approach ;
be made toNhutto seek his cooperation ina departure. The President asked whether we i
had carefully studied the detail effects of cuts in aid.(as proposed in a paper prepared
by Hillsman). It was evident that the efTects had not been studies. The President

asked DOD and CIA to analyze the Hillsian paper. He also asked that a telegram be sent

to Lodge asking him to try to reduce the press leakage from Saigon and to establish some
real contact with Diem. Any current plans for aid negotiation should be stalled, and the
PrésidegbUE Bould be well infomed or any steps takermr mthiston zgﬁﬁﬁﬁﬁpchﬁxrthem-m—*
fetanna dniaTvine OTA navment to Col Tung last week. '
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2 PERSOHS/ENTITIES: ' DATES: . CATEGORIES:

o iberstan, David.,

goeCone, John, DCT 15 Sept. 1963

E"‘aigorl Station . DIEM

m ;. L

F-:J . . [ i i ( ;’,.-'..':.l:-‘_

Pt " et - e g : E " i Ci o

“ OCCURRLNCE: — R

©n 15 September 1963, Halberstam stated that the chief of the Central Intelligence
Hzoncy favors all out support for the present reglme but that almost all other members
of his staff are embittered over the raids in the pagodas. They also feel their
Thief close association with Nhu while necessary, has severely damaged intelligence

Sathering.
m]
1=
SOURCE : » o
 IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 23 DA Dawson
FILE: | | SRR s
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Richardson, John -
Diem : |
16 Sept 1963 DIEM ~~ i
f ‘ :“:‘,//,T o , \ , T PN,
OCCURRENCE: e

Tn a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG0922) of 16 September 1963 Richardson replied to
Washington's requestfor his judgment on the desirability and feasibility of certain
ideas, as Washington was then in the course of constructing an agreed plan. He -
cabled: "We must go on trying to win the war with current administration for as long —
as it persists in power (we should not attempt publicly to achleve objectives with -
respect to GVN with probability of attainment is virtually nil) we camnot covertly

tinker with or engineer coup unless general sltuation is reasonably perpitious

and if we are unable to establish necessary working contact with Vietnamese leaders
willing and able to do the job with necessary means. (Agree we should carefully :
explore and perhaps carefully experiment with graduated measures designed to pressure /
Diem, within context of persuading him to take steps needed. These measures would be i
more effeftive if they are limited to practical and acheivable objectives.)" ;

SOURCE: e ,
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 2l ' :

Nawaon
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES}“V
Richardson, John RALESSA B A liia
Diem ‘

16 Sept 1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG0922) of 16 September 1963 Richardson replied to
Washington's requestfor his judgment on the desirability and feasibility of certain
ideas, as Washington was then in the course of constructing an agreed plan. He
cabled: 'We must go on trying to win the war with current administration for as long
as it persists in power (we should not attempt publicly to achieve objectives with
respect to GVN with probability of attainment is virtually nil) we cannot covertly
tinker with or engineer coup unless general situation 1s reasonably perpitious

and if we are unable to establish necessary working contact with Vietnamese leaders
willing and able to do the job with necessary means. (Agree we should carefully
explore and perhaps carefully experiment with graduated measures designed to pressure’
Diem, within context of persuading him to take steps needed. These measures would be
more effeftive if they are limited to practical and acheivable objectives.)"

SOURCE ¢ ‘ : STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24
FILE DATE}MWSOH
' C /T ITE
) PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES CATEGORIES:
Smith, David R.
CIA Acting Chief after 5 Oct 1963 v’
Richardson, John Lodge Sept 17, 1963 DIEM
Dunn, Mike N y
B A R T e
OCCURRENCE: . 3 %ﬁ%kf’ SR

%g a memoranda for the record prepared by Helms on Septeﬁbef¢172§1963"$ﬁe”§épbrted
mith (discuss with me) reports that Lodge wanted to get rid of Mr john Richard
(Mike Dunn) had told Conein that Lodge was 'to get rid of Richardsoﬁ' (On on >on

occasion Dunn asked Conein, 'do_you think that Dave Smith can run the.stationsefor

a temporary period while a new station chief is being sent out here?' "

SOURCE : [ STAFF:
. IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 Dawson
FILE: | DATE:

6/27/75



HH

STOEELFLE-PIORI LLH0L

9f abeg

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Smith, David R.

CIA Acting Chief after 5 Oct 1963 Sept 17, 1963 DIEM
Richardson, John Lodge :

Dunn, Mike Saigon Station

OCCURRENCE: e R R R
In a memoranda for the record prepared by Helms on Septembef»i7gil963; ﬁé“?ébér%éd
"Smith (discuss with me) reports that Inodge wanted to get rid of Mr. John Richardson
(Mike Dunn) had told Conein that Lodge was 'to get rid of Richardson'. (On one
occasion Dunn asked Conein, 'do you think that Dave Smith can run the stations for
a temporary period while a new station chief is belng sent out here?! "

S d .
- Cos

SOURCE: o STAFF:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 24 Dawson
FILZ: ) DRTE:
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES :
Lansdale, Major General Rusk, Dean E
McCone, John : Sept 19, 1963 | ~~  DIEM.Y
Lodge, Henry Cabot R 34 /Eﬁiﬁ
Richardson, John ‘ k}"' i -l{ﬁgfr-h
OCCURRENCEL : T T e

In a personal letter from McCone to Lodge it was stated that: "I was told by Dean Rusk
that you proposed thet Gen. Lansdale(replace Richardson as Chief of Station). I wish
to emphasize the agency will reorient the Salgon station any practical way to meet your
desires. Personnel, including the *station chief can be replaced ... Lansdale would
not be acceptable to the organization or to me personally... if the decision is to
abandon all hope of working with the regime then Richardson probably should be replaced
We have no current intelligence nor resulting estimate in hand which could lead
us to conclude that the present regime can be disposed of, or that there exists a
replacement regime which would be better. This is not however to say that a coup may
occur even before you receive this letter..... "

SOURCE: ' STAFF;
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 | Dawson

DTrooe.
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PisRSONS/FNTIT LES DATES: : CATEGORIES:
Iodpe, Tonry Cabot
Voernedy , John F. Sept. 19, 1963
'{ﬁ f?iﬁ
}.i \f l
. SAS
f{ VL

OCCURRENCE :

On Septenber 19, 1963 in a state telegram from Saigon (544) Lodge stuted to the President
that "I agree that no good opportunity for actlon to remove the prosent government in
the impediate future is apparent and that we should, therefore, do whatever we can as

an interim measure pending such eventuality. Frankly, I see no opportunity at all for
substantative changes.

SOURCE: [ STAFF:
. Davison
PTLE IG Peport 1967 (CIA) p. 24-25 DATE:
ALE: , 6/25/15
PERSONS/ENTITIES : - DATES : CATEGORIES :
Lansdale, Major General Rusk, Dean
McCone, John Saipgon Slation Sept 19, 1963 DIEM
Lodge, Henry Cabot A S
Richardson, John ) y.ﬁ;:flﬁ.’ ;{_Eyfén_‘g-i

OCCURRENCE:

In a personal letter from McCone to Lodge it was stated that: "I was told by Dean Rusk
that you proposed that Cen. Lansdale(replace Richardson as Chief of Station). I wish
to emphasize the agency will reorient the Salgon staticn any practical way to meet your
desires. Persomel, including the statlon chief can be replaced ... Lansdale would

not be acceptable to the organization or to me personally... if the decision is to
abandon all hope of working with the reglme then Richardson probably should be replaced
e Ve have no currcent intelligence nor resulting estimate in hand which could lead
‘us to conclude that the present regime can be dilsposed of, or that there exlsts a
replacement regiime which would be better. This is not however to say that a coup may
occur even before you recelve this letter..... "

-OURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 | Dawson




% .~ PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATRGURLED
@ . i -
2 MeCone
o CTA Subcommittee on House Armed Services
' Sept. 23, 196 DIEM
5 -
2 OCCURRENCE: . S
g On Septernber 23, 1963, the HcCone briefed the CIA Subcommittee of House Armed Services.
b “He told them that the agency was urging a slow cautlous approach to the problem of
N ousting the Diem regime and that there appeared to be no replacement for the then
o current regime that was capable of running the government.
A
w
]
[+~
u:]
]
o
SOURCE: - I 'STAFF:
1G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 25 Dawson
FIL%: DATE:
6/25/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
NHU
DINH October 1963 | DIEM "
COLONEL TUNC
CONEIN

OCCURRENCE: DINH's desire to become a Minister was greater than his alleglance TO President
DIEM. He became the actual key to the success of the coup. His facile, and at times
brilliant imind, was used to the general's advantage in that GENERAL DINH convinced President
DIEM that he, General DINH, along with COLONEL TUNG, should be given blanket orders to be
a counter-coup force. “DINH also convinced TUNG to move four of his principal airborne com-
panies on a bootless operation outside of Saigon on 29 and 30 October, so that these troops
would not be present on 1 November. DINH is the Minister of Security in the provisional

government. p. 13

SOURCE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Exhibit 1, Conein i _
TRy o, DATE:



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

DIEW*”//’

CLe0L MH

CONEIN ~ i October 1963

TPRTOIEg

o

OCCURRENCE : CONEIN stated that he looked upon his job as conveying orders Irom his am-
bassador to the people that were planning the coup and to moniltor those people who were
planning the coup, and to get as much information so that our government would not be caught
with their pants down. He did agree not to thwart the coup and in fact, to supply economic
and military assistance if the coup succeeded, but did not conceive his objective the en-
couragement or the promotion of the coup, nor did he ever discuss the possibility of dis-
couraging the coup. CONEIN stated that if the United States had now shown any interest or
remained neutral in opposing DIEM, there would have been a coup anyway. pp. 38-41
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SOURCE: . STAFF'

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON

_ ) DATE :

FILE: , T July 1, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

DINH : :

MINH Early October | DIEM e

DON 1963

COLONEL CO, Dinh's Deputy

OCCURRENCE : When the ministerial post for DINH did not materialize by early October, ‘E;he
coup principals realized that they nad DINH actively thinking against the regime. 1t is
evident from statenents during the series of meetings with GENERAL DON and GENERAL MIN& dur-
ing the month of October that they still did not trust DINH, but felt they had compromlse@
him sufficiently with his troops, and, if necessary to eliminate DINH i? he showed any sign
of compromising the generals. DINH was surrounded by officers who surveilled him 24 hours a

day including CO, his deputy. p. 13

[ STAFF :

SOURCE: R. NAWSON
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:

CC60%

CONEIN
COLBY, WILLIAM

DATES:

October, 1967

CATEGORIES:

DI&WV//

OCCURRENCE :

at one point, etc."

og sbed CTI9ETEFEH:PIOC]

COLBY stated that "The CIA officer (CONEIN) received a call on October 30
(1963) to come over and join the general staff and come to the meeting and essentially

sat with them as they continued the operation from thereon. They didn't move to the de-
cision to run the coup and he sat in the headquarters during most of the time. He went home

SOURCE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 11-12 ——" R. DAWSON

=== 59 June 1975



BH

. - PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
@ Conein | Oct. 2, 1963
o onein - DIEM v
Gen. Don
g Gen. Duong Van Minh
i Gen. Ton That Dinh p
o Ngo Dinh Nhu ; w“15
L - . TN T > :
N OCCURRENCE : kﬁﬂﬁﬁ%ﬁmimg‘;
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=3
ok
& |
]
=1}
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[=1]
ok
CONTINUED ON NEXT
CARD
STAFF: Dawson
. ‘ DATE: 6/30/75
™ FILE: =AaRi 6/30/
oo ____________ Tl oo ___
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ? CATEGORIES:
;
- E‘
¥

OCCURRENCE: CONTINUKED FROM TAST CAED:

STAFE:



z PERSONS/ENTITIES : CATEGORIES :
@ AMPASSADOR LODGE -

=] 4

g CONETI DIEMY”

|

GEN, DUONG VAN MINH
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8 OCCURRENCE:
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SOURCE: . STAFF: Dawson
, T Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Cerein, Exhibit One%ﬁf%f
FILE DATE:  6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
McNamarra
Lodge
McCone Oct 3 - 14,1963 DIEMi//
Richardson TR SR NFOE N ETN T
Smith : A S [;h{fwi‘ !

. ! oo m e NSNS N
OCCURRENCL : v Pﬂ;it"“”!_\!lgj

On October 3, Lodge wrote a personal letter to McCone stating that "I... agree with what
I understand McNamarra said to you. The time has come for a new face, but I also think
of Richardson as a devoted and a patriotic American..." On October L, 1963 in a CIA
cable from Saigon, (SAIG1397) the following report appeared:"....it is clear that

Lodge wants a change in chief of station....departing Saigon 18 - 20 hours...". In a
comnent in the IG report 1t is noted that Richardson's departure was based on a head-
guarters requsst that he return to headquarters on TDY as soon as possible. Upon
Richardson's departure his deputy David R. Smith, became acting chief of station."

SOURCE + ‘ STAFF:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 26 DATE: D2wson




PERSONS/ENTITIES:

CC60C MH

LODGE DATFES»
. RS CATEGORTES
MCNAMARRA.
s TAYLOR
o
&
" - OCCURRENCE
£ 0n 5 octoner 1953 1 s
N in a states cap] R
% instruction that ¢ to Salgon (DEPTEL ' was s
E GPN. the Ambassador should continue his pgiﬁg;togaﬁcggited as a fourth
correctnesstoward
v ,
=
o
=
w

SOURCE:
DATE.
: PRREOHS/ENTITIES: DATES: : CATEGORIES:
MeMonarra
Lodee v
FeCone Oct 3 -~ 4,1963 DIEM
Richardson . PR e
Sudth : R A (- o
- [ < T

OCCURRENCE: - PeoN Vo
On October 3, Lodge wrote a personal letter to McCone stating that "I... agree with what
T understand McNamarra said to you. The time has come for a new face, but I also think
of Richardson as a devoted and a patriotic American..." On October 4, 1963 in a CIA
cable from Saigon, (SAIG1397) the following report appeared:"....it is clear that

Iodge wants a change in chief of station....departing Salgon 18 - 20 hours...". Ina
coment in the IG report it is noted that Richardson's departure was based on a head-
quarters requsst that he return to headquarters on TDY as soon as possible. Upon
Richardson's departure his deputy David R. Smith, became acting chief of station.”

SOURCE: ' ) STAFI .
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 26 , DATE :

Dawson
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PERSONS/ENTITLES DATES: CATFEGORIES:
TODGE — et
Dept. of State ’
FICHAIMARRA 5 Oct 1963 DIEM
TAYLOR BV f
OCCUK CIo: -

on 5 Ogiobor ]963 in a states cable to Saigon (DLPTFLb3’)1t was stated as a fourth
instruction that the Ambassador should continue his policy of '"cool correctness'toward

GPN.

SOURCE:

SOURCE STAFT
IG Report 1967 (CIA p. 30 DATE

FILE: T

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: QQEEQQRIF%
KENNEDY, JOIN F., T
LODGE, HENRY CABOT DIEM
WHITEHOUSE

October 5,
1963

OCCURRENCE:

In a White llouse cable to Saigon (CAP63560) of 5 Oct 1963, the following message appears:
.Presdient today approved recommendation that no initiative should be taken to give

any active, covert encouragement to a coup. It should be urgent covert effort with

closest secuxity under broad guidance of Ambassador to identify and build contacts with

possible altermative leadership as 1t appears...."

SOURCE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 30

STAFE:

Dawson




CLe0L MH

CI9EZFEETHINOG

(o] 1] éﬁea

P,
o e e et 1
- o e,

. . e
-

In a White House

1]

SOURCE: -
IG Report
1967 (CIA) p. 30 o [ ——
Dawson
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Kemnedy, John F.
Colby, Willlam
Conmodity Tisport Program Oct. 5, 1963 DIEM
McCone

OCCURRIENCE: . ‘
On 5 October there was a Presidential meeting on Vietnam. The only CIA participant was
McCone. He provided the following record. The meeting was held to discuss matters that
became the subject of DEPTEL 5/34 (See later entry of 5 October.) DCI said it was the
opinion of CIA with the exception of Colby, Chief Fareast Division, that fiddiing with
the commodity import program as a political lever would be much more likely to create
an economic crisis undermining the war effort than to scare Diem and Nhu into a more
cocperative attitude, .because it would seriously affect the confidence and planning
of the Vietnamezse business community and quickly engender inflationary measures at
large of a mwore serious nature. Tt was the concensus of the meeting that some meaningful
political movements had to be made but exactly what they should be was not determined.

SOUKRCE [ STAFF:

T Ranart 1067 (CTAY n. 27 Dawton




2 PRRSONS/ENTTTTES: !
8 ERSC
[ ]

DATES : ~ CATEGORIES:

SUTH, DAVID ] N

il%gfh$mt ’ Oct 5, 1963 DT
5 TOLGE
5 MINH
o
m T e——
it OCCURRENCE :
§ Tn a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIGLUNT) of 5 October 1963, DAVE SMI‘?H, the Acting Chief of
= Statidﬁ caﬁled thit he had discussed this latest CONEIN/MINH meeting with Ambassadqr

TODGE and DCH\TRUEHART. SMITH reported that he had recommended to Ambassador PODGL
5 thﬂt' n”wé do not set ourselves errovacably against the assassignation plgt, é}nce
[ th; éther two alternatives mean either a blood bath in Saigon or  protracted struggle
@ ywhich can rip the Army and the country asunder."
@ :

- o~

SOURCE: i _ STAFT:
- . Dawson
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p.28 DATE:

FILE: 6/27/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : o CATEGORIES : '
Hhu, Ngo Dinh Conein
CAn, Ngo Dinh  Lodge Oct 5, 1963 DIEM ¢/ :
Diem B P A AR
Minh, General §5 f??%”’? &f?gzif?EJg'g;f1 ?g

OCCURRENCE: ENNIAE T e T

On October 5, 1963 in a CIA Cable from Salgon (SAIGL4L5) it was stated that the
meeting with Conein (approved by Ambassador in October) General Minh requested a
statement of the U.S. Position with respect to a change in the GVN in the near future.
He said he did not expect U.S.G. support of a coup effort but did need USG assurances
that USG would not try to thwart his plans. He outlined three possible plans for the
accompllshment of the change of government: (a) assassinationof Ngo Din Nhu and Ngo
Dinh eivakeeping President Dilem in office; (b) encirclement of Saigon by various
military units; and (c) direct confrontation between military units involved in the
coup and loyalist military units. -

SOURCE - [ STAFF:
- IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 27-28

Dawson

FILE: ’ DATE :

L.L.



IQPERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

20DGE, HENRY CABOT LT AT FX
¥ENNEDY, JOHN F. 5 or 6 Oct. bDIEM: ¥ L
ENNEDY, ROBERT F., 1963 . f% Voo
wIEM, MC CONE, JOHN- I

=]
'EQEZEiﬁﬁﬁlﬂﬁit MC CONE recalled a meeting with : President KENNEDY and Attorney General
~ROBERT F. KENNEDY had with him on or about October 5 or 6, 1963. The Attorney General was
N'rather non-committal in the meeting. He and I walked downstairs together, and he said,
Wohn, are you sure you are right? And I saild, I think I am and he said I'm rather surprised
&t the pousition you took. And I said, well, you dildn't disagree with it...U(T) This dis-
éussion had nothing to do with assassinations. This was whether we should let the coup go

@r use our influences not to. Then interestingly enough, the President sent a serles of mes-
gages to CABOT LODGE urging that he'd do all that he could to get DIEM to change his ways.
CABOT LODGE's first attempt failed and then he was called -~ CAROT LODGE was called by DIEM's
Bffice and DIEM said, you tell the President to tell me what he wants m: to do and I'll do
it. Unfortunately, the forces were surrounding the palace at that very moment and the coup
was on. It was a kind of a dramatic little part of the history of that tragedy./': .
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SOURCE: Ty
Hearings; SSCI, June 6, 1975, McCone, pp. 63-64 R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE: 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: _ DATES : CATEGORIES:
KAHN, CONEIN, LODGE, TRUHART, WM. -
NGO DINH KAHN 5-7 Oct. 1963 ., stﬁg
SMITH, DAVID fem i
COLBY, WILLIAM, MC CONE, JOHN b

OCCURRENCE: COLBY testified as to the events surrounding the cable‘from'Saigzg ogséaggio-
per 1963 which reads as follows: "We do not set our§elves igievicggig ?gaégigpn eor gl
i t since the other two alternatives mean either a blooc ' s
i?iztgg giguggle which could rip the army and th? iiuntry %;gnggﬁé' AngtghihZisggis;igﬁdraw
CONE as follows: dire
6 October 1963 which COLBY wrote for MC : . ects thal Yo
i tion plan under MC CO S )
recommendation to Ambassador concerning assassina T Oy andangering our
in a position to actively condone such course ol ac
gignggsggnsibilgty, therefore COLBY explained Egit Eh%sdsiﬁggdtgis:ggzsginggiggegfwgiE&?s
: i ion as an alternative. CO state

e%ﬁmingigti:iisiiga;;d KAHN, NGO DINH KAHN, were to continue. A reply was SengrgntOgtogzznz‘
?ro; Saigon in response to the MC CONE cable saying that action was taken as"d cted,

ing that the Ambassador had been so informed €o withdraw the recommendation.

STAFE :
SOURCE:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 12-17 | R. DAWSON

FILE: ’ DATE: 29 June 1975

——
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CATEGORIES:

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES
MCCONE
LODGE
SMI'I'H Oct 6, 1963 DIEM

GCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR73661of 6 Oct) the following appears: v, MCOONE directs
that you withdraw recommendations from Anbassador (concerning assassignation plan)
under MCCONE instructions as we can not be inposition actively condoning such course

CSTOLEFLE - PIOO]

g =2beg

of action and thereby”

- engaging our responsibility therefore."

SOURCE: STAFE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 28 Dawson
FILE DATE:
e b 02115
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
TRUEHART
LODGE
MCCONE .
SMITH Oct 7, 1963 DIEM

QggiBBENCE.
In a response to the CIA cable of Oct. 6, 1963, to Salgon, the statlon in Salgon
responded (SAIG1463 7 Oct): '"Action Laken as directed." In addition since DCR\
TRUEHART was also present when original recommendation was made, specific withdrawal
recommendation at MCCONE's instruction was also coriveyed to TRULHART Ambassador
LODGE comented that he shares MCCONE'S opinion."

I 'STAFF:

SOURCE:
Dawson
DATE :

6/27/75

. IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 29
FILE:




] PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES: =
o
S BUNDY COLBY - -
@ JOHNSON (o]2]62 DIEM
" KILPATRICK : SPECTAL GROUP
MCCONE
OCCURRENCE:

On October 8, 1963 at a speclal group meeting the DCI expressed concern that there
was a lack of intelligence coverage during the period when "the U.3. was maintaining
a posture of almost no official contact at top levels." They refer to the fact

that NHU and DIEM are not being contacted by Americans. Mr. MCCONE also referred A
to "theorientation of (Sailgon) station functions." Mr. BUNDY pointed out that'for
Americans to resume top level contacts at this time would appear to represent

CTO9EEFEE - PIOOg

=]

2 a political rapprochement. Arbassador LODGE might feel that thls was running

T  sounter to his policy." The Group gave its approval to the basis realignment of

® station functions. (The nature of such functlons are not outlined.)
SOURCE: P T ETARR T TRl '
— e

Minutes of Speclal Group Meeting Oct.l?, 1963% - Kelley
FILE DATE 6/28/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

Tung, Col. Smith, David Oct 8, 1963

Phillips, Rusus, AID Acting Chief of Stition DIEM

Colby, William Sizzon after  10¢5/63 o

Richardson, John "Jocko'Aid to Diem Regime

OCCURRENCE: ;;x“:hijg“vgj

On 8 September 1963, the CIA IG report reflacts In a conment that the U.S.
governmant publicly confirmed on Oct. 8, 1963 that aid had alraady been cut
quitely and over a perilod of some months. Bill Colby, Jock Anderson and Dave Smith
£old us that the public announcement of the aid reduction was a signal to the
general and that the reduction was planned with that in mind. It may be that
the cut in aid was deliberately plamned to spur the generals on, but if so, that
intention did not find its way into the record. 'he nearest thing to it is in the
record of a presidential meeting of 10 September 1963. The President asked
Rufus Phillips of AID what specific actions Phillips recemnended and he suggested
"eutting aid to Colonel Tung which would be viewed by the generals with much
enthusiasm as an  indication of virgouous of American position. " "In general,
ald cuts were discussed in terms of bring pressure on Diem to make needed changes in
his-repimmmadovever-plamed; -or-tiewever-lecked-upon-b - the .3 .minia%patj _dt dis
clear tﬁggl%gé’Vietnamese considered the official confirmation of a'digﬂk_és aggiear
token of their support of coup planning.
DT, IG Report 1967 (CIA), p. 17-18

Dawson
NAMIT »
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HARDSON, JOHN T ATEGORIES:

| : Oct. 9, 1963 DIEM .- R
M: . fA = ‘ . ‘ B
On i o
o —

very ded
ure you £latly that the Cra pag (ol oLl Servant,

S operat
ed under closecontro] of the Dircarried Out independent

oberating under

My instructions." " € cooperation of th ector of Ce
. e National Sec ntral In’celli

urity Counci] gence

and under

SOURCE
FILE: 16 Report 1967 (c1a) p. 32
- PL;R;OQS/ENT TIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
, HENR ABOT : ’
COLBY, WILLIAM Oct 9, 1963 prEn v
KENNEDY, JOHN F.
Tim AP
OCCURRENCE ; , TN e ———

Tn a CIA cable to Saigon of October 9, 1963, marked eyes only for Ambassador (DIR74228)
which was originaed by WILLIAM COLBY thefollowing appears:"... while we do not wish
to stimulate coup, we also do not wish to leave thelmpression that U.S. would thwart
a change of government or deny economic or military assistance to a new regime and if
it appeared capable of increasing effectiveness of military effort, insuring popular
support to win war and improving working relationships with U.S." The cable urges
that the contact with MINH press for "detail information clearly indicating that

's plans offer a high prospect of success." The text states that these "additlonal
general thoughts" have been discussed with the President and that the cable had been

cleared with high officials at White House, State and Defense."

SOURCE: ' STAFF:

Nawrcnn
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PERSONS/ENTITIES:
AWEDY, JOHN F.
RICHARDSON, JOHN

Oct. 9, 1963

DATES :

CATEGORIES:

DIEM

OCCURRENCE:

~

[

On October 9, 1963 Presidential newsconference the President stated that "I know that
the transfer of JOHN RICHARDSON, who 1s a very dedicated public servant, has led to
surmises but I can assure you {latly that the CIA has not carried out independent
activities, but has operated under closecorntrol of the Director of Central Intelligence
operating under -- with the cooperation of the National Security Council and under

my instructions.”

SOURCE:

| STAFF
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 Dawson
FILE: DATE :
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES CATEGORIES :
LODGE, HENRY CABOT  KENNEDY, JOHN F. —
MINH, GENERAL Oct 10, 1963 DIEM
DON, GENERAL COgt."9,1963>
 COLBY, WILLIAM
OCCURRENCE :

In a 10 October 1963 antry in the Saigon station's '"history of the Vietnamese
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to Initiate
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. " While we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government
or deny economic and mllitary assittance to a new regime if it appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in military effort.

SOURCE:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33

STAFI:
DAWSON
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PRRSOHS/ENT ITTES : DATES : . CATEGORIES:
TODGE, HENRY CAROT S S —
COLRY , WITLIAM Oct 9, 1963 DTEM

KENNEDY , JOHN I,

OCCURRENCE : R S

Tn a CTA cable to Saigon of October 9, 1963, marked eyes only for prbassador (DIR74228)
which was originaed by WILLIAM COLBY thefollowing appears:"... while we do not wish

to stimulate coup, we also do not wish to leave thelmpression that U.S. would thwart

a change of government or deny economic or military assistance to a ncw reglme and if
it appeared capable of increasing effectiveness of military effort, insuring popular
support to win war and inproving working relationships . with U.3." The cable urges '
that the contact with MINH press for "detail information clearly indicating that
MINH's plans offer a high prospect of success." The text states that these "additional
general thoughts' have been discussed with the President and that the cable had been
cleared with high officials at White House, State and Defense.”

SOURCE: STAFF:
1G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 Dawson
FILE: | ' - DATE:
—" ' . 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: EﬁTES: : CATEGORIES: o

LODGE, HENRY CAROT — KiNNEDY, JOHN F.
MINH, GENERAL 4
DON, GENERAL

COLBY, WILLIAM

OCCURRLNCE:

In a 10 October 1963 égntry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese
generals coup" it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. " yhile we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the lmpression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government
or deny economic and military assistance to a new regime, 1if 1t appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in military effort...."

Oct 10, 1963 DIEM
Oct. 9,1963

SOURCE: STAFE:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33 DAWSON
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SOURCE: Hearings, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One, } Dawson
pome o | '_

FILE DATE : 6/301/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES :

[ODGE, HENRY CABOT  KENNEDY, JOHN F. CATEGORIES
TINH, GENERAL . Cﬁgg:iéz;§§§3> pIEM

YON, GENERAL OcE 9, 1963 |
JOLBY, WILLIAM ,

QCCURRENCE:

In a 10 October 1963 antry in the Saigon station's "history of the Vietnamese
generals coup” it is noted that the Ambassador instruct the CIA not to initiate
contact with General MINH or DON, but the generals initiate contact, such contact
were authorized. In the course of meetings with MINH or DON, assurances were to
be given as specified in DIR74228 of 9 October wherein COLBY had stated that the
matter of MINH's plans be detailed clearly indicating that MINH's plans offer a
high prospect of success. " While we do not wish to stimulate a coup we also do
not wish to leave the impression that the U.S. would thwart a change of government
or deny economic and military assistance to a new regime, if it appeared capable
of increasing effectiveness in military effort...." .

SOURCE: ' ' STAFF:
1G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 32 - 33 ‘ DAWSON

FILE: - DATE : -
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES: CATEGORIES:
Senate Forelgn Relations Committee
MCCONE : Oct 10,1963 DIEM "
OCCURRENCE :
A briefing by MCCONE to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, it was noted that
"we have not seen a successor government in the wings that we could say positively
would be an improvement over DIEM. Therefore it has been our counsel to proceed
cautionsly, otherwise the situation mlght flare up which might result in something
of a civil war, and the Communists would come out the victor merely by sitting on
the sidelines."

to =beg

SOURCE: ‘ [ STAFF:
IG Reprot 1967 (CIA) p. 33 Dawson
FILE: DATE :
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

Senate Foreign Relatlons Committee
- MCCONE . Oct 10,1963 DIEM

OCCURRENCE:
A briefing by MCCONE to the Senate Foreign Relations Committee, it was noted that

"we have not seen a successor government in the wings that we could say positively
would be an lmprovement over DIEM. Therefore it has been our counsel to proce?d

cautionsly, otherwlise the situation might flare up which might result in.soqetning
of a civil war, and the Comunists would come out the victor merely by sitting on

the sidelines."

SOURCE - : I 'STAFF:
IG Feprot 1967 (CIA) p. 33 Dawson

DATE:
6/27/15

FILE:
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SOHS/ENTITIES: DATES:: ‘ CATFEGORIES
oy L Datbs: ¢ CATRLORIL.
“CRNIRAT, DON ,
EDIRM228 Oct 23,1963 DM
SLODGE, MENRY CABOT -
= PRV O S
] ) R o b
i OCCURRENCE:

I-'-‘]'n a October ?3, 1963 entry into the Salgon stations, "History of the Vietnamese Generals
HCoup”, it was noted that a meeting with CONEIN reunSued by General DON, DON said the
Generals had decided to try to stage a coup within a week follcwing 26 October. CONEIN
mund@p instructions passed the substance of DIR7U228 to DON. DON promised he would scek
Spermission of the coup committee to give CONEIN their political plan for the Ambassador's

weyes only.
LA

SOURCE: STAEE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 33 . DATE: Dawson
FILE: ’
— 6/27/75
PLRSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: v CATEGORIES:
Lt. Col. PHAM NGOC THAO | oct. 2k, 63 | DIEM L/

OCCURRENCE :

RN ey R,
Loy .;.f‘.)n',; U }’.f,l 1305

Sl anine o
S .1“1;\4) [

SOURCE: Hearings, w.o.C.l., June 20U, 1Y7H, Conein, EXlelu:L] STAFF -
it Dawson

poroe 7,

— L name.
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: : CATEGORIES:

60%

(CONELN 10/23/63 DIEML////
BASSADOR LODGE -~

Al
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@ OCCURRENCE:
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SOURCE: . yHearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, STAFE: payson
LPaaa (), :
— : DATE: ¢ 30/75
FILE: /30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
NEIN CATEGORIES
NERAL DON v//
R7L228 | Oct 23,1963 DIEM

DGE, HENRY CABOT

{‘ ”"E

Ty PLad T ~ PITE T
%i?%. /j:\‘rf-\'. -

OCCURRLNCE 0 i -

a October 23, 1963 entry into the Salgon stations, "History of the Vietnamese Generals
up", 1t was noted that a meeting with CONEIN requested by General DON, DON said the
nerals had declded to try to stage a coup within a week follcwing 26 October CONEIN
der instructlons passed the substance of DIR74228 to DON. DON promised he would seek

rmission of the coup committee to give CONEIN their political plan for the Ambassador's
es only.

SOQURCE: | STAFF:
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PERSONS/ENT LT LES: WAL ; [ U IV R WU R
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O Oct. 23, '63 | prEm
Jonein

OCCURRIENCE:

Goonober
SOURCE :
Hearings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,[ é.

FILE: | DATE : 6/30/75

PERSQNS/ENTITIES: DATES: ' CATEGORIES: )
CoN Oct. 23, '63 | prEM . -
CONEIN : s
%, HUAN

OCCURRENCE:

SOURCE: yearings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One,p. 6] STAFE D payson

FILE: DATE:  6/30/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
@ ‘ Datkbo
SEN. MINH 10/15/63 pIEM
ToN .
GEN. HARKINS
A
& ONEIN
N OCCURRENCE :
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SOURCE : _ . . STAFFE :
" Hearings, S.S5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One? — Dawson
oty b, DATE :
FILE: ——  6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES:

OCCURRENCE:

v

e
R S R

éﬁl&i&&f Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STAFE
pages 13-1h,

FTLE: mpme. 6730775

* Dawson



g PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
@Conein Oct. 17, "63 DIEM «—"
“Huan ?
=Gen. Harkins

mhmbassador Lodge
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SOURCE:  yearings, 8.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One, STAFF: Dawson
pqiﬁL S,

FILE: ;DATE: 6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES:

LAM NGOC HUAN .
AMBASSADOR LCDGE

CATEGORIES:
DIEM "

OCCCURRENCE:

SOURCE: : STAFF : Dawson
) Hearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One}
Pevoy . 5
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: ’ CATEGORIES:

CONEIN :
 MC NAMARA 12 October 1963 | DIEM y/’//
NGU YEN QUANG
PHAM NGOC THAO

OCCURRENCE: yhen CONEIN was asked to explain the reference to Secretary MC NAMARA at p.
5, Exhibit 1, he stated that there were different elements contacting the same group, i.e. s
NGU YEN and THAO. But did not explain the reference to MC NAMARA. p. 29

00T 2Bed CIOCEFZEPIOPA GC6OL MH

SOURCE: STRTT
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
FILE: ) DATE :
————————————————————————————— - July 1, 1975
: IR r5:
PERSOMS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORILS
Oct. 12, '63 DIEM &

T
ANMBASSADOR LODGE
SECRETARY FMACNAMARA

OCCURRENCE:

. — STAFE : -
SOURCE: Hearmg s S s.C.I., 6/20/75, Corein, Exhibit One, | Dawson
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CON'T ON NEXT
CARD
3
SOURCE:
Hearings, S$.S.C.I., June 20, 1975, Conein,
Exhibit Ono\ 0 A, G d T,
FILE: I
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: | CATEGORIES:

[

OCCURRENCE: -_J :
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SOURCE: -

STAFE :



HH

CLe0L’

PRV FERWANWD LRI AE S I S I I FUR o N W W i [ o N SO L SR W I I

PIRg

STIEELFAE

c0T abeg

OCCURRENCE:

CONTINUATION OF IAST TWO CARDS:
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= PEHSONS /ENTITLIES DALTES: ¢
SDON 10/24 /63 ;
Z.ONEIN - f
OhEN,. HARKINS °
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SOURCE: = Hearings, s.o.U.l., June U, 1J(5, COXleln,‘hj}{l’llblt STAFE : 5
e ey g b one aw s on
Pqﬂ\« s

FILE: DATE: 6/30/75
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"ERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ' CATEGORIES:
"ODGE, HENRY CABOT .
DIEM '\/

|
{ARKINS October 2U, 1963F
3UNDY, MC GEORGE f

JENERAL DON
ZONSIN
JCCURRENCE: In a cable marked "eyes only" to LODGE and HARKINS from BUNDY dated October
2L, CONEIN characterized this telegram as activating the disengagement between the U.S.
rzovernment and DIEM. The text of that cable is as follows: '"There may be danger. NHU _
ittenpting entrapment DON's approaches to CONEIN. Feel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKIN:
:an stand back from any non-essentlal involvement. It seems wise to maintain close control
>ver meetings between DON and CONEIN." p. 33

OURCE: ‘ STAFE:
fearings, SSCI. June 20, 1975. Conein R. DAWSON



5 FERSUNS/IBNT LT LS ¢ DATES : CATEGORIES

. BUNDY CONEIN e

SJOHNSON Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM

@K TLPATRICK o SPECIAL GROUP
MCCONE . o

=)

g OCCURRENCE :

20n October 24, 1963 Mr. MCCONE had a special group meeting "expressed his fear that
mthe top U.S. diplomatic and military officials in Saigon are becoming too involved
min conversations between General DON and COEIN. Such involvement could destroy CONEIN
musefullness and involve Ambassador LODGE and General HARKINS in operation difficult
Hto deny." The Special Group authorized a message to LODGE and to HARKINS emphasizing
“a secure system of contacts with Genral DON and Vietnamese military and an assessment
mof DON's status and his future plans and the tightening of control over the DON/CONEIN

%neetings. The group agreed to firm up policy thinking re Vietnam before LODGE returns
nPo Washington and hear Mr. LODGE's views on what courses of action should be taken.
=
SOURCE : , "33 »
Minutes of Special Group Meeting Oct. 2L, 196 41
FILE: 4 % S ]
6/28/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: - CATEGORIES:
DIDGE
SUNDY Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM -
ON, GENERAL N B 1 - B {_!:; ,
MW
CCURRENCE: YT

N a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG1964) from LODGE to BUNDY:it was noted that: '"CAS has
een punctillous in carrying out my instructions. I have personally approved each
eeting between GINERAL DON AND CONEIN who has carrled out my orders in each instance
xplicitly..."

SOURCE: ; - STAKFE :

TG Report 1967 (CTA) p. 35 DAWSON
FILE: : DATE :

S , B 6/27/75
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORTE

) [ o - S [ SN R CATEGORIFE! :

TODGE — SRS

HIARKINS

I3UNDY Oct 24, 1963 D1EM

COMIEIN S , .

NHU B e e LT ;[/; L3 g e
o ) R S N N I B I I

OCCURRENCE SRR TN T T

In an eyes only cable from CIA to Saigon Tor ILODGE and HARKENS, from BUNDY the following
message appears: "...there may be danger NHU altempting entrapment through DON's
approaches to CONEIN...feel guite strongly that LODGE and HARKINS should stand back
from any nonessential involvement...it secems wise to maintain close control over
meetings between DON and CONEIN.M

SOURCE: STAFF:
I T ,“I
G Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 DATE DAWSON
FILE —_—
_______________________ 6/21/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
BRENT 24 Oct 1963 DIEM
CONEIN -
CRITIC
JGS headquarters
BEEFRRENCE » '
2L VREET Y2 The IG Report notes that, "The fact that CONEIN was at JGS headquarters 1is
well known in official circles. On 24 October, headquarters had cabled the STATION: 'In
future do not repeat not put message re coup plots or rumors in CRITIC channel. Rather you

should slug them IMMEDIATE ATTENTION FOR BRENT.' As a consequence, the firse cabled reports
from the STATION came in as regular CIA cables and were put onto the CRITIC network here at

headquarters."

I STAFF:

R. DAWSON
DATE :

SOURCE:

CIA IG Report, 1967, p. U2

LaaTh o I o T



PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
WHANSEN, "BURFAU OF BUDGET ———— —
SRXECULTVE DIRECTOR OF CIA Oct 24, 1963 DIFM
2TODGE _
uRICHARDSON

OCCURRENCE:

~On October 24, 1963, there was a meeting between the executive director of CIA and

3 KENNKTH HANSEN, Bureau of the Budget, wherein HANSEN detailed charges made by ILODGE at .

Nhis initial meeting with LODGE. The memorandum for the record prepared by the Executlve

Director, detalls the following charges made by LODGE: 1. CIA was Improperly dealing

tywith NHU; 2. CIA was reluctant to turn over to the military its operation among the

mhill tribes; 3. CIA had inadequate penetrations of the GVN and the Buddist and was

& caught by surprise; 4, RICHARDSON had a palatial mansion and entertained government

® officials there; 5. the CIA station was too large and too visible; 6. CIA acted on its

Bown initiative without ccordination and without control either at the Ambassador or

Tyashington. HANSEN said he later reported to LODGE that he thought LODGE's charges were
erroncous. He said he was convinced that everything the CIA had ddone in Vietnam had
been approved in Vashington, coordinated with and carried ocut under the directions of the
pmhassador, _and had been _carried ouft with good judgment and with a high quality of
performi@RCEIANSEN noted that at the time of his first meeting withSHBHIE, LODGE hadnot
yet had a full breifing on what the Agency was dolng. This took plgce a few days later.
(This appears to be a record by the CIA of a source which it had in 1%A%¥;eau of the Budget

for rinditdg=out what Lodges thinking was at this time.
__________ Q&jﬁ@QEQ;EEﬂ_QZU§~9TZ§L_~~__u_______2____*_~____________d___~_;_____-

FoE-pIoQ

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : ' CATEGORIES:
DON, - GENERAL
HARKINS, GENERAL o
~ CONEIN, Oct. 24, 1963 DIEM
OCCURRENCE:

Tn an entry of October 24, 1963 the Saigon's station "History of the Vietnamese Generals
Coup", it 1s noted that CONEIN held two meetings with General DON of 24 October. DON
reported he had been informed b Geairel HARKENS that the U. S. military would not thwart
any coup plans. DON sald the coup plans were complete; the necessary military units were
available; and that the coup would occur no later than 2 November. The second meetlng
DON said the coup committee refused to turn over the political plan but authorized DON
to outline its substance, which he did.

SOURCE: , | STAFF:
) IG Report 1967 (CIA),p. 35 : Dawson
FILE: ﬂ _ DATE:

AR/D7/778
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w 4 - ‘ - ’.— M

: ) DATES CATEGORIES:
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N message appears:

L=

-]
w
Iy
ok
o=
LS

" . "...there may be danger NHU attempting entrapment through DON's
fpproac es to CONEIN...feel quite strongly that LODGE and HARKINS should stand back
rom any nonessential involvement...it seems wise to maintain close control over

meetings between DON and CONEIN."

SOURCE :
2L STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p.
. p. 35 arp.  DAWSON
__________________ 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HANSEN, BUREAU UK BUDGEL /
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR OF CIA Oct 24, 1963 DIEM
LODGE : . s NI N T
RICHARDSON 1 Aoyl
OCCURRENCE:
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES: ?
DON, GENERAL |
HARKINS, GENERAL A 4 }
TONEIN, , Oct. 24, 1963 | DIEM “

OCCURRENCE :

In an entry of October 24, 1963 the Saigon's station "History of the Vietnamese Generals
Coup", 1t is noted that CONEIN held two meetings with General DON of 24 October. DON
reported he had been informed by Geheral HARKENS that the U. S. military would not thwart

any coup plans. DON sald the coup plans were complete; the necessary military units were
available; and that the coup would occur no later than 2 November. The second meeting -
DON said the coup committee refused to turn over the political plan but authorized DON

to outline its substance, which he did.

SOURCE : I STAFF :

IG Report 1967 (CIA),p. 35 ) Dawson
FILE: DATE:
6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES:
IODGE
BUNDY
DON, GENERAL
CONEIN
OCCURRENCE:

In a 6IA cable from Saigon (SAIG1964) from LODGE to BUNDY:it was noted that: '"CAS has
been punctilious in carrying out my instructions. I have personally approved each -
meeting between GENERAL DON AND CONEIN who has carried out my orders in each instance L
explicitly...'

SOURCE: STAFE ¢

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 35 — DAWSON g



- PERSONS/ENTITIES : DATES: |  CATEGORTIES: !
2ICCONE NHU o %
SKENNEDY, JOHN F. _ ‘ Oct.25, 1963 DIEM .
“LODGE . |
EDIEM ’ ’ Ee A N

) OCCURRENCE : K D D P - -

E;n an October 25, 1963 Presidential meeting on Vietnam, with the only participant from

NCIA belng MCCONE, MCCONE's notes show that the President stated that the purpose

of the meeting was to consider: (1) recent actions in South Vietnam with respect to
scoup planning and qualifications of the individuals reporting, and (2) our policy in
“Bout Vietnam as he wished to be assured there was unanimity within the government
Hrior to the return of LODGE for consultations. MCCONE stated his views in detail.

&In sessance, he held: (1) DON might be managed by NHU; (2) CIA has not control and
®herefore could assume little responsibllity; (3) DON could have a coup in the making
Hand could pull it off; (4) we are handling a delicate situation in a non-professional
‘anner; (5) successful coup would lead to confusion because generals would provide weak
leadership; (6) one coup would be followed by another and the war-might be lost during
perlodsqﬁ”g§§@ticdl corfostom— 7 tivittanrs—capabte—of ruring—Sot ; ;

be injected—Into the government and exercise effective control; (8)] &ar " discuss
important political issues with DIEM because of the policy of "ecool] correct attitude; (9)
we eithay have to work with DIEM and NHU or we have to take aggres §A§§eps to remove them °
and 1t7Isnot clear that the succeeding government would be much b ' 5

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 36

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
MCCONE NHU ﬂ
KENNEDY, JOHN F. A Oct.25, 1963 DIEM
LODGE :
DIEM
OCCURRENCE

Tn an October 25, 1963 Presidential meeting on Vietnam, with the only participant from
CIA being MCCOME, MCCONE's notes show that the President stated that tbg purpose .

of the reeting was to consider: (1) recent actions in South Vietnam with resgict 13
coup planning and qualifications of the individuals reporting? and (2) our po cyt

Sout Vietnam as he wished to be assured there vas unan%yﬁty within the govern@en

prior to the return of LODGE for consultations. [MCCONE stated his views in detiail(.i

Tn sessance, he held: (1) DON might be managed by NHU; (2) CIA has not conzgg an )
therefore could assume 1ittle responsibility; (3) DON could have a coup in " mikini
and could pull it off; (4) we are handling a dellcate situation in a non-pro esidon% e
manner; (5) successful coup would lead to confusion because generéls wou%d groz de we
leadership; (6) one coup would Eg\fo}lqy?d by anoE?er %nd tb?mﬁaE_Tingun?nnos Vd;g}ng
period g Eptitical ot usTom Frcivittans-—capayie—olf lugulxé ?g),%qggiESJSEEZLSS-not————_
be injectedinto the government and exercise effective contro B &anne . DS e (9)
important political issues with DIEM because of the pol%cy of '"cool] correc % reﬂové o
we‘eitbar;have to work with DIEM and NHU or we haye to_%a&e a€€59§,755i§?P5 O ren e




PERSONS/ENTITIES: ' DATES: CATEGORIES:

Lol MH

“DON, GENERAL .

9 ODGE,” AMBASSADOR DIEM Y
EpONEIN Oct. 28, 1963

B

1)

E OCCURRENCE : '

i he Vietnamese Generals
Hhe October 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon stations "History of t |
HUCoup” notes thét: General DON asked LODGE 1f CONEIN was speaking for bher Ambassadclgr.
DGE replied in the affirmative. ' DON told the Ambas dd[x;-ft;hatf“the U.S. govemrego y
sshould not interfer with or try to stimulate a cou.;p The Ambassad_qr_f agreed .with .
B AL LT L
m B . .. .

} K

(=
ok
o
SOURCE : STAFF :
R _ : DAWSON
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 36-37 ‘ DATE::
FILE: 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORTES :
DON, GENERAL 28 October 1963] DIEM "
LODGE, HENRY CABOT
CONEIN :

W’ CONEIN said "in the latter part of October, he was informed by DON to convey

. to LODGE that they were ready to have a coup and that CONEIN was to stay home and await fur-
ther orders, and that the coup would be accomplished before November 2, 1963. LODGE, who
was preparing to return home on the 31st of October, was requested through CONEIN by DON
that LODGE not change his_plans as it might be a signal to DIEM and NHU that something was
going on. p. 48. '

SOURCE : [ STAFF:

: R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

PILE: DATE «




%ER%ONJ/E NTITTES: DATES: ' CATEGORIES:

SSTILWELL, GENERAL RICHARD : v//
ngNEIN Latter part of DIEM
GENERAL DON ’ October 1963

SLODGE, HENRY' CABOT ‘ :

[n]

=]

A

HCCURRENCE: In the latter part of October, CONEIN stated, the people in Washington figured
*hat CONEIN was being set up as "patsy" and that thls would be highly embarrassing for the
2J.S. government in case he was found out to have been set up. Therefore, the people in Wash-
Fington made made recommendations that somebody more senior to him and with extensive militar:
background should take over from him. When Washington then sent a message to Anbassador
HE’LODGE and recommended that a capable officer and a personal friend of CONEIN's, GENERAL
BSTILWELL take over, GENERAL DON and the coup members said, no, we trust CONEIN, we don't wan!

uanybody else. pp. 31-32

SOURCE: STAFF ¢
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
DATE :
FILE: July 1, 1975
PERSOHS/ENTITTES: DATES: CATEGORIES :
N, GHNERAL -
DBbL, AFPASSATOR
SONISIN Oct. 28, 1963 ’ DM
OCCURRENCE :

I'he OcLobor 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon stations "History of the Vietnamese Generals
Joup' notes Lbat General DON asked LODGE if CONEIN was speakdng for the Ambassador.
LODGE replied in the affirmative. DON told the Anbasaador Lhat the UfS Fovernmcnt

should not- interfer with or try to stimulate a coup { ne Anbabsador agrced WLLh DON.

bR -

SOURCE : ‘ STAFF:

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 36-37 mamem . PAWSON
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2 R VAL CATEGORIES:
N, GENERAL
@NEIN Oct 28, 1963 DIEM
ODGE, HENRY CABOT L
= |

' P P E
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o OCCURRENCE: RN T '
£ an October 28, 1963 entry in the Saigon station "History of the Vietnames Generals
Coup"™ it is noted that: CONEIN met with Genral DON for the last time before the
(i%up was launched. DON confirmed he had talked with the Ambassador who had vouched

r CONEIN. DON stated that he was leaving on 29 October to coordinate final
gﬁans. DON reguested CONEIN to remain at home until 30 October —- until further
notice. DON repeated that the Ambassador would have the plans before the coup
u.gzgan, ,but when pressed on his previous commitment to make them available, 48 hours
B advance, DON said that possiblythe hours would only be made available U hours in
gdvance. DON said that nothing would be happening within the next 48 hours and that,
i there was a good reason for the ambassador to change his planned 31 October departure,
the Ambassador would be informed in time to make his own decision.

SOURCE: STAFF
1G Report 1967 (CIA) P. 37 | DAWSON
FILE: | DATE:
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.~ PERSONS/ENTITIES: CATEGORIES:
_ CONPTN GEN. DO CAO TRI
GEN. NGUYEN KHANH
GEN. DON i
AMBAS . LODGE ¢
W Lm0
OCCURRLavws .
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CON'T ON NEXT
CARD
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FILE: ; | ADATE: a0

OCCURRENCE:

CoN"E FRGH LRSI
CARD




TGCEDE BH

PIOOJ

FIT abed -GIOEEFEE:

— DATES : CATEGORIES:

OCCURRENCE :

CONT, IROM LAST
CARD

ama e e e
e e e

e’

SOURCE: D,

e e
s e eve g sy e oy Sy et S Y, Y2




HH

et

=

= PERSCNS/ENTITIES: DATES: ] CATEGORIES:
Finn ’ ' -

ghnng, CADPT Concin : 11/2/763 i

||

ghu, oo Dinh

aam, Col

OCCURRENCE :
+am was returning with Dien and Mhu and an aide of Diem to the headguarters
noan arwored personnel carricer when Hinh in a separate column in radio com-
mwunications with Lan's colunn found out that Diem and Yhu had been taken.
soncin states that ftinh with his aide, crosscd the column, halted it and
shung stepped into the armored car and upon orders from Hinh thene Lilled
ehem.  The bodies were then taken dircctly to the General Staff Healouavters
and Tater on in the aflternoon they were later removed [rom the Cencral Staff
Headauarters to Clinique St. Paul.

QIQEEEEE‘

SOURCE:  piearings, ©5C Conein, Junc 20, 1975 STAFE: Davison
DATE: 7/1/75
FILE
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:  CATEGORIES:

LODGE, HENRY CABOT

1 November 1963 DIEM .-
OONEIN

Qgﬁﬂlﬁﬁgﬁﬂlg: On or about 4:00 o'clock in the afternoon on November 1, 1963, there were
communications between LODGE and DIEM. CONEIN was in both radio and telephonic contact
with the Embassy, keeping them posted of the units, the personalities and what was trans—
piring. CONEIN was to convey, one of the first messages from the generals that the genera
did not want any U.S. military officer or advisor with any of the attacking units. They d
not want any American participation within the coup. p. 50

SOURCE:
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. 2400 hours !
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SOURCE: , . . :
. —— Hearings, S$.5.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, | "~ —'  Dawson

Exhibit One, page 21. DATE -

FILE: 6/30/75

%ERSONS/ENTITIES: . DATES: CATEGORTES:
Nov. 1, '63 prEM
2400 hours
) OCCURRENCE:
Pl Pyl cniyez Mac R

S , STAFT :

guung£: Hearings, S.S.C.IL., 6/20/75, Conein, -
Exhibit One, page 21.

. ' DeTE:  6/30/75

Dawson

FILE:
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CHLDUR D/l U LD DATIS : ( CATEGORIES:

11/%/63 ‘
2140 hours DIEM\«”////

HHU

SOURCE™ ' “ CSTRYF: .
R llearings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Dawson
Ixhibit One, page 19.

ERSONS/ENTITIRES: DATYE,

11 /Vlw/ 63«

2400 hours DIEMg////

CATEGORIES:

~ OCCURRENCE: o

~ SOURCET™ N o STAFF
© Hearings, $.5.C.I1., 6/20/75, Conein, N
Exhibit One, page 21.

Dawson
FILE:

NAMD .



MINH 11/1/63
AMBASSADOR LODGE
1925 hours DIEM \——"

OCCURRENCIE :

~

SOURCE: TS AWE o)

Hearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One,
page 18. o DATE: 4o b

FILE: | &
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: : DATES : CATEGORIES:

11/1/63 .
2140 hours DIEM »/’//

T T OCCURRERCE:

SOURCE: | STAFr:

Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Dawson
ixhibit One, Page 19.
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATIES
11/1/63

CATEGO!

DUONG VAN MINH N DIEM M oo i g g,
TRAN VAN MINH ) Ly : il
ol A

il

TRAN THIEN KHIEM

< H "
st TS L
- e S Ve . T
S s

"y '\
0
.
o
o
[N
. ;'.'
oL

D DUPCE ] Hearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit 1
FILE: page 16.

PERSONS/IENTITIES: ‘ . Qﬁgfﬁi:
1151/63
1545 hours

GEN. NGUYEN KHANH

OCCURRENCE:

— S— - [[STAFF: pas
SOUACE:  yearings, $.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one 2ot Dawson

- page 106.

pare:  6/30/75
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s baafa st LD i LInLing CATEGORIES::

Nov. 1, '63 .
1330 hours DIEM

T TUCCURRENGE T TR A

SOURCE: TSTAFR:

e ot - . LQLAMIT D Dawso
Hearings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one "
page 1k, ’

DATE:  6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITIES: NATES : CATEGOR;U’._S_":

COL. Le QUANG TUNG 11/1/63 L///-
1400 hours DIEM {

- OCCURRENCE:

SOURCE: Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, SEARE: piem

T page 1k, T
6/30/75

FILE: DATE :
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YA .
CaLiuourho s WIND LU A gﬁLLmh

| CATECORIES :
COLBY Noverber 1, 1963  DIEM s

LODGE, J3.C -

SCTURFENCE » When DIEM ealTed TODGE Cirectly precsding s death,; LUE?I stares that the i
%EéééééJfﬁa%'he saw of the summary of the conversation was that DIEM, "....said ?hat'he wi;
gping’to require his officers to have filled their oaths of loyalty Fa the cons§1tutlon3 ;
Vietnamese constitution, in his office as president. He was very stiff about his position
President." p. 67

SOURCE:

STAFF
I I R. DAWSON
! .

Hear’ingﬁ s SSCI 3 June 20, 1975 3 COlDy ! DATE - : 1 July 1975
PILE: | ——
—--—--—_ ——————————————————————————————————————————————— l ————————————————————————

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

CONEIN l//

DON, GENERAL 1 Nov 1963 DIEM

STATION (sa\con)
JGS headquarters

OCCURRENCE: 0on November 1, 1963, "CONEIN went to JGS headquarters and rermined ot the
command post throughout the struggle.

Before leaving his home, CONEIN alerted the STATION
by radio. Upon arriving at JGS headquarters, CONEIN was told by GENERAL DON that DON had
tried unsuccessfully to reach CONEIN earlier by telephone. A later check revealed that
CONEIN's telephone was out of order. CONEIN was told that he was to keep a telephone line

open to the Ambassador. Because there was a CIA officer on the scene and in intimate con-

tact with the coup principals,the STATION was able to report almost minute-by-minute progres:
of the coup.” .

SOURCE :
CIA IG Report, 1967, pp. U41-42

R. DAWSON

FILE v ) DATE : 29 June 1975
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:: | CATEGORIES:
CONEIN '

COLBY, WILLIAM ) 1 November DIEM TN IS A 5T T

raahe : 1963 N gﬁ WY
. GE:N“ | 3 " "é”ﬁ ;‘l"rm ‘. «

QCCURRENCE: COLBY states that "When CONEIN was told by the generals, GENERAL MINH,

that the NHU brothers, DIEM and NHU, had commltted sulcide, CONEIN thought it incredible

on its face. This was because both brothers were very strong Catholics and CONEIN doubted.
that they would have done such a thing. According to COLBY, CONEIN was offered a chance

to look at the bodies but furned it down. In trying to reconstruct the period of the assass-
ination on November 1, COLBY reports that there was a telephone conversation between Presi-
dent DIEM and the generals. In fact there were several of them. President DIEM was very
strongly rejecting the generals, calling them to discipline, and so forth, in the early
stages. At a later stage, 1n the early morning of November 1, he called and indicated that
he would surrender if he would be properly handled. The generals then sent somebody down to
recelve that swrrender and found that President DIEM was not there. He'd actually gotten
out through the back door of the palace and had gone down to another section of the city.

SOURCE: CONEIN was not in attendance. - FSTAFF:
R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby, pp. 17-19. .
: e e,
FILE: PATE: 29 June 1975
- PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
CONEIN . o e e F
! NS N ‘ﬁ," v ;\;s i il
CRITIC 1 Nov 1963 G ) b
JGS headguarters - é;fh Xﬂtxg{4~&3tﬂ Ei
STATION AR A
OCCURRENCL:

The IG Report makes the followlng statement: '"The fact that CONEIN was at
JGS headquarters 1s well known in official circles", and bolsters that notoriety by the
following statement: ""The first cable (on the coup) was received at headquarters at 0117
hours, .(November 1, 1963,) Washington time, and was filed on the CRITIC network at 0159.

At 0256 hours, following receipt of the sixth non-CRITIC cable, headquarters instructed the
STATION to put the coup reporting on the CRITIC network at the STATION, Sometime during the
day of 1 November (the confirmation copy of the cable lacks a date/time stamp) headquarters
cabled a warning to the STATION against including the names of CIA personnel in its CRITIC
cables. CONEIN 1s identified by and as being at JGS headquarters in eleven CRITIC messages,
seven of which were put Into the CRITIC channel, without the name being deleted, here at
headquarters.” ’

SOURCE: STAFF:
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 42 R. DAWSON
‘ DATE :
FILE: 29 June 1975
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— DALLLS CATEGORIES:
CONEIN | 1 November 1963 DIEM .

OCCURRENCE:

When the generals took € i ’
JoTt only the erbassy Line ot over the PTIT which controlled the communications, they

The telephone terminals had been tak
coup and instead of leavin LIN? i | gy 2 becr aion b0 the
£, g CONEIN's telephone into his home open, it had been disconnected

SOURCE: .
. STAFF:
Hearings, SSCI, June 20
PILE: > » 1975, Conein R. DAWSON
DATE : ‘
July 1, 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES CATEGORIES:
COLBY, WILLIAM 1 November 1963 | DIEM w/
Nhw

OCCURRLNCE: corBy stated that "The CIA had nothing to do with the assassination of Pres-
ident DIEM and Mr., NHU. The actusal assassination was a shock and surprise to everyone in
ihe United States govermment and when it was amnounced it was a matter of grave concern.

In retrospect, one must realize that there was, however, considerable debate about encoura;
ing and supporting the generals in an overthrow of the DIEM regime, and that the record is
very clear that the United States through itsoverall policy was in support of that overthr:
and, of course, I think it is fair to say that in launching a violent overthrow of a re-
gime involved such as this, people are going to get hurt, and in this case, the leaders we.
killed in the process." pp., 19-20

21
4
2

SOURCE: STAFE :

R. DAWSON
Eearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Coclby, pp. 19-20

e : NAMET . NN Toams INTC
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SERGGHS /ENTTTTES . s porrs :
PERSOHS /ENTITTES: DATES: ‘ CATEGORIES:

GEWERAL DINH | DIEM
2% AUG. thru
16 SEPT. '63

OCCURRIENCE:

hD!nA b

3 pi:ia"ns

:j 1933 IR S )')113
B-_OLI 1\“C E: N ‘ v Srlfﬁ“z‘:\g: Dawson

nearlngs, S.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
age 12. PE . e
PERSONS/ENTITIES: » DATES: CATEGORIES:
CONEIN 1 November 1943  DIEM

OCCURRENCE: (CONEIN stated that on several occasions, he warned the enbassy that certain
shellings were going to take place, or pormbings by aircraft were going to take place at a
certain time in order to alert American personnel who might be 1iving around the area to
watch out or stay under cover, because they~would find 105's In the center of the city.
There were no American casualities during this coup. The Vietnamese suffered about 100

dead. p. 51-H2

|STAFF:
. R. DAWSON

SOURCE:

DooId: 32423615 Page 125
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e e ] e . AR ~ . PREAK:
PRIV S R Y DB DATES: CATEGORIES

11/1/63 ' DIEMv

SOURCE? N ISR

———— Hearings, 8.8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, | ——— Dawson
page 11. : ‘ DATE - .
FILE: : — 6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
GEN. DINH 31 August.'63 '

{
COUNSELLER NHU

Dinh, on approximately 31 August, had the audacity to inform both President
Diem and Counseller Nhu that he was their savior and reguested a ministerial
post for himself.

___f§§URC§§: Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STAVE D payson

- pages 1l2-13.
FILE: | DATE: 6/30/75
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GoLi/le; DIEMY
GEN. MINH
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:.-;bn:x::

CON'T., ON
NEXT CARD

Ay s

Ve

SOURCE : Dawson

Hearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, |
pages 11-12.

STLE 4 ~ DATE: 6/30/75

e STea it TR e B v e RN P07 S DT D

P P

: PERSONS/ENTITIES : \ : DATES : CATEGORTES:

docinadn Thnt he hnd

SOURCE: p 12, TAST CARD CONTINUED

FILE:
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PERSOHS/ENTITIES : DATES:
COL. KHANGV

. CA””“ORIHS:

CON'T on j*'j-:;: 5'“%;.J?OLOuQL
NEXT CARD é o j".:A;Lu)‘L

ISV R DRt 4
Pe ALy
.

SOURCE:

Hearings, $.S8.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,

Dawson
rage 12.

. PERSONS/ENTITIES :

CCURRENCE:

EONTEINUATION FROM LAST CARD

Cernand of TESans o

SOURCE:

) ST
Page 12, con't,

Page 128

132423615

DooId

HY¥ 50955



TORTES:

PERZOCUS/ENTTTTES: . DAETES:

- - 11/1/63

DINH - -
MINH
DON

OCCURRENCE

5LV Y

SOURCE: : | STAFE: Daswson
——-—-=" Hearings, 5.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, T
page 13. DATE:  6/30/75
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CrsoUND /i Ll i

CALLUR LD S

OCCURRENCE:

SOURCE: yearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, STAFE: paywson
pages 13-1b,
- 6/30/75

FILE: , | - DATE:
PERSONS/ENTINIES: DATIS @ CATEGORIES :

NGO DINH NHU | 11/1/63 DIEM L—"

GEN. DON
GEN, DINH
OCCURRENCIS

SOURCE: He . i “.IAF{F:
- ‘darlngsp S.S.C.l. 5 6/20/753 Conein, Exhibit one, T Dawson
page 13.

FTLE: ) A natw- (/20775
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GEN. DON
CONET!
AMBASSADOR boomﬁ

"CONTINUED ON NEXT CARD

SOUNRCE:

77T Hearings,
W Oy O L

T u _\.\ . -

L ERSONS/ENTITLES : DATES : CA

~QCCul RRENCE:

'ONT FROM IAST CARD

.\.Irelllz-.\l! . : I P:.H_ > T “T .

SOUR D w\.
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PERSONS/ENTITIFES: 'DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARKINS, LODGE, BUNDY, DON, -
. 30 Oct. 1963 e

K e g

OCCURRENCE:  on 30 October 1963, LODGE replied to BUNDY's cable (DIR 79109) of the
same date by CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 2063): "........ do not think we have the
power to delay or discourage a coup. DON has made it clear many times that this is
a Vietnamese affair...... I believe we should continue our present position of keeping
hands off but continue to monitor and press for more detailed information. CAS has
been anaylzing forces for some time and 1t is thelr estimate that the generals have
probably figured their chances pretty closely....... It does not seem sensible to have
the military in charge of matter which is so profoundly political as a change of govern-
ment....As to requests from the generals, they may well have need of funds at the last
moment with which to buy off potential opposition. To the extent that these funds can be
passed discreetly, I belleve we should furnish them....If we were convinced that the coup
was going to fall, we would of course do everything we could to stop 1t. HARKINS has read

T TSOURCE: this and does not concur. . STAFE ¢
—— B R. Dawson
CIA IG Report 1967, p. 39 DATE :

PERSONS/ENTITIES:
FELT, ADMIRAL CINCPAC Commander _
CONEIN 31 October 196% DIEM¢—

DATES: CATEGORIES:

OCCURRENCE:

CONEIN stated that on or about October 31, 1963, FELT came to Vietnam i
landed and had an interview with DIEM in the morming. p.’u8 ’ e

SOURCE: s
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein STAFE: R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE :

————— Teaber 1 h e Yrise
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: _ DATES: ' CATEGORIES:

LODGE
BUNDY | 30 Oct 1963 DIEM /

OCCURRENCE: o October 30, 1963 in a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG 2094) the following
cable from LODGE (in its entirety) occurred: "Thanks for your sagacious instruction. Will
carry out to best of my ability."

SOURCE + ' ‘ -
— STAPE: p DaWsoN
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. 40
FILS: NATE - 29 June 1975
PERSONS/ENTITIES : ‘  DATES: CATEGORIES: . .
30 Oct 1963 : “6 T ‘9
RGPS S
?\V Y " ) N

BUNDY (?)
OCCURRENCE: On October 30, 1903, in a CIA cable to Saigon {DIR 79407) The following
quotation appeared: "....We do not accept as a basis for U.S. policy that we have no power
to delay or discourage coup....We cannot limit ourselves to proposition implied in your
message that only conviction of certain failure Justifies intervention....U.S. authorities
will reject appeals for direct intervention from either side.... " ( the IG Report here
states without further showlng the author of the above message that "the White House re-
peats its instructions on command of the country team after LODGE leaves.'" The inference
can probably be drawn that the message although looked upon as a CIA cable to Saigon, 1t
was undoubtedly emanating from the White House.)

SOURCE: STAFF;
CIA IG Report, 1967 p. 39 '

R. DAWSON
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PERSOUS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES
SMITH, DAVID MCCONE -

1 RKINS, GENMRAL —HELMS Oct. 29, 1963 1 v e
PRUEIARD, WILLIAM  COLBY 1 \t JoNepm TG
KISNNEDY ,  ROBERT R\ WU PRI ERS

KISNWEDY , JOHN F.

OCCURRENCE: ~ :
Tn a Presidential meeting on Vietnam on October 29, 1963 with MCCONE, HELMS, AND COLBY
in attendance. The following record by HEIMS and COLBY shows that: 1t was suggested
that in the Ambassador's absence, HARKINS, TRUEHART, and DAVID SMITH act as a
comnittee Lo direct a coup operation. MCCONE countered with the view that 8MITH should
not be involved in such a policy making {function, although he would be in a position to

provide technical advise to HARKINS and TRUEHART as well as carry out their instructions

in the operations field. The President stated that if the forces in Saigon were not
clearly in favor of the coup we should discourage its launching. The Attorney General
felt the U.S. was risking too much based on flimsy ev idence. The DCI stated his view
that even a successful coup would create a period of interregmum, confusion which might
only be solved by a second or third coup.

SOURCE: STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 DATE:  Dawson
FILE: T 6/27/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
HARKINS, DON SR
MINH KENNEDY, JOIN F. e o DIEMT
LODGE Oct 30, l963f; S e
BUNDY IR B
OCCURRENCE:

In a CIA cable to Saigon (DIR79109) of OCT 30, 1963, BUNDY wrote to LODGE saying that
.charffes of action with or without our approval now so sighificant that we should
urgently consider our attitude and contingency plans. We believe our attitude to
coup group can still have decislve effect on itsdecision. ... We must have assurance
balance of forces clearly favorable...CONEIN should express to DON that we do not find
presently reveal plans to give clear prospect of quick results...we badly need some
corroborative: evidence of men or others directly involved....highest authority desires
it clearly understood that after your departure HARKINS should participate in all coup
contacts supervision and the event coup begins he become head of country team.

SOURCE: | STAFE:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 39 Dawson
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o i DAISS T
ooos, o i CATEGORIES:

DIEM
NHU : Oct. 29, 1963 DIEM

w sy . B
Foe i N CEome e
: ' . vk soo 0

vl
! - el AN ! Do
: N IR

B Y

In a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG20L0) ¥ 2 L o
o - Y- 24 / of 29 October, sent throuch P aé

fé:é ioggiongES his view on the seemingly inminent coup: ”£2 :ungii Ogénggld bl
S UsG o araémpg by the ganerals group is imminent...and that no po;itiveacti apgear .
Jave no Pequp;;Veﬁ gagoug attempt short of informing DIEM and NHU JAlthoughthegg y J
a equests to e by the generals for materi cial s r

nticipate that such requests may be fOFthCO,maE??lﬁls or financial support, we must

OCCURRENCE:

SOURCE: f

IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38 | STAFF: ;
FILZ: Dawson |
DATE : ik
8
6/27/175
3
ok
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES CATEGORIES:
LODGE, AMBASSADOR /
DIEM Oct. 29, 1963 DIEM ¢
NHU
Epla oM By A ETER T T
EARER anfT AR
OCCURRENCE : I TAEL: NN L

N ? RS LT ] . P
Tn a CIA cable from Saigon (SAIG2040) of 29 October, sent” hrohgg eyes only’channels of:-
CIA, LODGE gives his view on the seemingly imminent coup: "In summary, it would appear
that a coup attempt by the gmnerals group is imminent...and that no positiveaction by
the USG can prevent a coup attempt short of informing DIEM and NHU. . .Althoughthere

have no requests to date by the generals for materials or financial support, we must
anticipate that such requests may pe forthcoming..."

I STAFF:
IG Report 1967 (CIA) p. 38
: ‘ Dawson
DATE :

SQURCE:

~3
i

PITR .
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5t CATEGORIES:

,

PERSOMNS/ENTITIES: DATE

GEN. DON ' ' 10/28/63
AMBASSADOR LODGE

CONEIN
OCCURRENCE :
3?A Copretoned Smbrasidos Todge af Dniad |
Ay ; o
e ]
foa }
SOURCE : ‘ STAFE :
Hearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, Dawson
SR DATE:
FILE: : . —  6/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES  CATEGORIES:
SMITH, DAVID MCCONE
HARKINS, GENERAL  HELMS Oct. 29, 1963 F (-
TRUEHARD, WILLIAM COLBY IR
KENNEDY , ROBERT i}é@
KENNEDY, JOHN F. &

OCCURRENCE: .
In a Presidential meeting on Vietnam on October 29, 1963 with MCCONE, HEIMS, AND COLBY
in attendance. The following record by HELMS and COLBY shows that: it was suggested
that in the Ambassador's absence, HARKINS, TRUEHART, and DAVID SMITH act as a
committee to direct a coup operation. MCCONE countered with the view that SMITH should
not be involved in such a policy making function, although he would be in a position to
provide technical advise to HARKINS. and TRUEHART as well as carry out their instructions
in the operations field. The President stated that if the forces in Saigon were not
clearly in favor of the coup we should discourage its launching. The Attorney General
felt the U.S. was risking too much based on flimsy ev idence. The ICI stated his view
that even a successful coup would create a period of interregmum, confusion which might
only be solved by a second or third coup.

SOURCE: l STAFF:
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" “PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES :
CONETN GEN. DUONG VAN MINH
GEN. TRAN VAN DON Hov., 1, lgé
| TRAN THIEN KMIEM,
s TRAN VAN MINH __ ECON T
OCCURRENCE : AR

CONTINUED ON NEXT
CARD

R SUUIPPURY B P LA P

SOQOURCE:

Hearings, $.5:C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one,
O e W S f?’ .U
A " { \

)\,. 'L".:A L
FIIJE: '

. S}
.

Dawson

DATE : 6/30/75

OCCURRENCE :

B L LTI 4

CONT. FROM LAST
CARD

R e S

s 30 iy

L

SOURCE: 5,

FILE:
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B

DATES : CATEGORTIES :

11/2/63
JICE PRESIDENT THO 0310 hours DIEM—"

PERSONS/ENTITLES:

TOCCURRENCE: | B

. N
I } T ,) 79 evn T Sench gt 1% e 0 Yoot
3 'l mel e Bl
. .~ P am - par Y e
ooy PGS S PALGES A Y SRR O )
:
e TEENT T T T = T ) T
SOURCE :

' J ) ———
Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, " Dawson
Exhibit One, Page 22,

CTLE: DATE:  ¢/30/75
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Lleiea iy lelllbb .

DATES:
2 Novenber 1963
MINH
NHUNG
OCCURRENCE:

CONEIN stated that around 6:30 or 6:4
tc MINH for the first time. DIEM asked MINH for full
not guarantee full honors, if and during the time that

another. DIEM stated that he would order the cease fire at the palace and CONEIN recalls
that this took place at about 7:50, November 2, 1963.

CONEIN stated as follows: "At this
- stage, there were four armored cars and 113's an escort of military police proceeded imme-
. diately from the Joint general staff headquarters toward GAT LONG PALACE. BIG MINH with
his aide, CAPTAIN NHUNG got into a

SOURCE: STAFF:
- = R. DAWSON
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein
FILE: DATE July 1, 1975
—— e e e e e et et e e i oL ,r“~_~~“.,4~_“_.*_>,..—» — g..\ hm;;.;_;v;m-ﬁw"“»—:- e -—t-———~ e

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:

MINH 11/2/63
' 2420 hours DIEM ¢~
\ 0dza(?)

- OCCURRENCTE:

Yl ‘ . STAFF .
SOURCE: Hearings, S.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, STAF
Exhibit One, page 23.

PRI j D,’A:V'?F:: 6/30/75

Dawson
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FLRSUNS/ENTLITIRES DATES:

CATEGORIES:

Don, fGeneral
Conecin 11/2/065 ' DiemV

OCCURRENCE:

Conein stated at the time they were
mony on the capitulation of Dicenm,
In the press\ Pace 74.

1301ng.t? bring the press in for the cere-
Don said get the hell out we are brincine

SOURCE:
Hearings, SSC Concin, June 20, 1975

y Dawson

DATE : 7/1/75

|
FILE: {
|

PERSONS/ENTITIES DATES::
LAM, DUONG NGOC

XUAN ‘ \
GENERAL MAI HUU U(xg(rm her 3, 1963

OCCURRENCE .

XUAN and LAM receiving the message that DIEM and NHU had been spotted, took
off with armored cars and went to the church. XUAN reported to the President, saluted,

and told him to get into the armored car. NHU protested and asked for a sedan. DIEM and NHi
were shoved into the car and were told by the commander of the column LAM, who was a little
fat guy who wore a mustache and used to command the civil guard and not the individual who

later became I-Corps commander, that the use of the armored car was for thelr physical pro-
tection. p. 59-60

SOURCE :
Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Conein

STAFF: R, DAWSON

Doold: 32423615 Page 143

HY 5093535



PERSONS/ENTITIES:: . DATESf ‘ CATEGORIES:
Concin o ‘

Lodge, H.C. 1172765 Diem'na/"’/

OCCURRENCE: ] . ) ‘ o
CopcTmrsTatTa he kept contact with the junta "nuntil the day that the . S5,
officially recoonized the South Vietnanese government., There were several
countrics that recognized, and I was acting as the liaison officer for the
ambassador to the junta during this period (or approximately ten days or
two weels.

SOURCE:  jioavings, 590 Conein, June 20, 1275 IETAEF:
i
FILE: pe 61 DATE: 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES:: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Tuan Conein | 11/X/63 ; Dienm
“hu '

OCCURRENCE®

Colby stated that another officer who had worked with Conein was

apparently
executced about that same time as Diem and Yhu were.  Tuan

had been head of
Concin and

the Special TForces and had worled very closcly with Diem and MNhu and
. Page 27-25.

was executed by the Generals -that morning

SOURCE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby Dawson

{
FILE: - !DATE:
— A ;—“‘ 7/1/7%

Page 144
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CATEGORIES:

Dimnt///’

PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES:
11/2/63

Finh
iy, Jloo BDdinh
Soncin

OCCURRENCE :
concin explained that although it was baffling as to why Dienm left the palace
to vo to the church in Cholon, and although he did not know cxactly how they
‘ot out the vceneral assumption was that there were sccret tunncls . in the palace
shich was the former Governor General's Palace called Gailong Palace. The
tunncl took them under and thrvounh the palace and the half block to City lHall.
dase 63-64.

UMMM P S .

SOURCE: ] o STAPE :
—  learings, SSC Conein, Junec 20, 1975 = Dawson
FILE: DATE: _
— 7/1/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
Sane, ‘lajor inh . : Ny
Men, Nooc Conein ll/D‘/L > 1CIN R
Tau “hu
OCCURRENCE:

Pane was in the armored column and returned abont an hour after Minh had left.
Concin asked Bnng(whom Concin had met in lanoi in 1949 what his orders were.
pang stated the orders going through the palace was that we werc not 1o Lire
unless we were fired upon and that they had not been Found at that time.

The expectation was and cverybody assumed, that HMinh and Hhu were at the
palace.

STAFE: Dawson

¥

SOURCE: HC a(tﬁ}\ﬁ / S<ey ) CQ)LX](}\ ) é»/)o /3 <

32423615 Page 145
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CARD

N ' 11/2/63 DIEM v
] ) ;;Y ‘ 0310 hours

PERSONS/ENTTTTES: WUN'L ON NEXI DATES : CATEGORIES : '[C

UUCURRKENCE 2 43 Dt fps’ - g oa o .
ULLURRENCE: 3 Pal ol NG tEoepe Ganernis Tyl Vsl Thanh oo,
- Onnnz Honog,
- LIST OF OFFICERS (ninnely:
PARTICIPATING IN. bood nsiiowy Doouri Ly Sarviase
THE COUP: e G
-’

SChuan, Ted, SGE
P SEoDTal e for fotnairy

CON'T on NEXT
CARD

TSeiamer  PTopim e
by S NS v
= ;

SOURCE: Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Cone

Exhibit One, page 22,
FILE: HA L

PT}SOJS/ FNTLITIES , DATES: CATEGORTES

- : : DIEM
NGUYEN CAO KY

OCFU NCE:
3 I
LP«STCHQD 0 o O

LE. Colonzlz:

OFFICERS PARTICIPATING IN THE CoUP:

SOURCE: STAFF:
A Hearings, $.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein,

DocId: 32423615 Page 146
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- ) :, &) .d o il .
OCCURRLMNCIE: 1797 OF OFFICERS IN THE COUP: CONTINUATION FROM
LAST CARD: \ O
SRR
Maors:
DATE:
FLLE:

HY 509535 DocId:324236153 Page 147



, e e e
PERECH S/ ENT LT TS SLTES CATECORIES

11/2/63
1330 hours

NHU
L
SOURCE: . - STAFT:
D Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit One, Dawson
0 2L - 25, : DATE .
FILE: e ’ ) o/30/75
PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
DIEM )
DON, GENERAL ;
MINH, GENERAL ' 2 Nov 1963 DIEM *
CONEIN
JGS headquarters
OCCURRENCE:

2 November and offered to surrender unconditionally. GENERAL MINH immediately ordered all

telephones removed from rooms in their JGS command post area. This cut off all communicatio

with the outside except for radios under MINH's control.

SOURCE:

"According to one of CONEIN's reports, DIEM called GENERAL DON at 0650 hours

Docld: 32423615 Page 148
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CATFGORIES:

Nov. 2, '63
1130 hours

NHU

WCCURREMNCI

oD
ean
LRI BN

SOUNCE: - . | STAFF: N
——-——" Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, Dawson

Exhibit one, page 24. DATE :
FILE: i 6/30/75

G U S S S

PERSONS/ENTI'PIES: DATES:: CATEGORIES:

11/2/63 _ /
1330 hours DIEM

SOURCE : STAFF:

"Hearings, 5.8.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein, Exhibit one, Dawson

re 25, A
PILE: page 2> DA .

Pl R S,

Page 149
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PEASONS/ENTITILES ¢ DATIS: CATILGORIES:

11/2/63
AMBASSADOR LODGE 1000 hours DI —

OCCURRINCE: T
ETRRESRIvEGte LT D erlnaiaa R baopo hhae Chiwo 22y,

SOURCE: ) ' > :

—-=—=  Hearings, S$.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein, 7 Dawson
Exhibit One, page 24.

FILE: PDATE:  6/30/75

PERSONS/ENTITTIS DATES:: CA’N‘LGORL??Q:

GEN. MAI HUU XUAN 11/2/63 | v////
1130 hours DIEM

NHU

OCCURRENCE: -

;Téé&x bi

Tuan

deatn af

T i - STARR: ~Dawson

SOURCE: STAFE
—FT Hearings, S$.S5.C.1., 6/20/75, Conein,

Exhibit one, page 24. -
PTLE: DATE:  6/30/75

HW 5092533 DocId:324236153 Page 130



PERSONS/LENTTTIES: : DATES: CATEGORIES:

L//- 11/2/63
NHU ‘ i 1000 hours DIEM

QQQUHRENCE:

SO vt S aura SRR v
s saoniony a SR
OURCE - : . . I STAFF
SOUACE: Hearings, S.S.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein 2TAFE: pawson

Exhibit One, page 2&.
FILE: | ppre:.  6/30/75

i

PERSONS/ENTITTES: DATES : CATEGORIES:

, : 11/2/63
NHU : 1000 hours

OCCURRENCE:

G v e y
s osre o loe P
SOURCE:  Hearings, $.5.C.I., 6/20/75, Conein STAFE:  payson

Exhibit One, page 2&.

FILE: nape.  6/30/75
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11/2/63
0420 hours DIEM°///

OCCURRNCHE :
Vs bpask Tac s cccanted oosition s fvise Hlniahor,

Hearings, S5.5.C.I1., 6/20/75, Conein, ———— " Dawson
Exhibit One, page 23. pDATE:  6/30/75

)'.‘f N v
_l"__{ Vot /xJ )/' “ g *"'_}.“_7. i

RN SATES . C\‘IWOHIW

11/2/63
1000 hours DIEM

OCCURRENCE : S .

Page 152

DocXId: 32423615

Coerndlo panll 2o i cenaig
- > - - S RS .
SSURCH: Heari o T TSR
—— : 3 . AR .
- 1.1?gs’ U'S'C'I°’ 6/20/75) Coneln, f;MJLLV Navwican
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PERSUNS/ENTITLIES: DATES: CATEGORIES:
DON ‘
CONEIN 2 Nov 1963 DIEMV//

OCCURRENCE: On 2 November 1963, GENERAL DON informed CONEIN that he needed monsy to pay
the families of persons killed during the coup. CONEIN gave GENERAL DON an additional
1,750,000 piasters. One bundle of 250,000 piasters was overlooked and was found later in
CONEIN's safe. Y(The~IG:Report goes on to note as follows: "The passing of these funds is
obviously a very sensitive matter.")

SOURCE: STAYF :
CIA IG Report, 1967—, pp. 40-41 ‘ R. DAWSON
FILE: DATE: 29 June 1975

TR O (R TR D G S SIS G ke et ks ik e mmm o e G i G G S GO S e - S S it S (T G s G (G G G W W i o O 00wt e D GO S TR GIER 9 A D PN A o o Mo . . e o e .
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: - DATES : | CATEGORILES:
. i
: z
KTANH i Jan. 1964 P DIEM
MAJOR DANG SY : i
|
OCCURRENCEs: WVQK

At the trial of Dang Sy by the Khanh regime th%
coup leaders temporary or provisional government, Khanh'§3”°”
deaths had been caused-by American-supplied grenades of th e known as MKIII whose

use had been ordered by Dang Sy, and the convicE}pn* yJthesmilitary court was that the 8
deaths were caused by these concussion grenades.@& éins argues in her book that this
conviction is contrary to the Pentagon's assessmens of the MKIII grenade which found that
at worst the effects of such a grenade are non-fatal. Nor does such a grenade have suffi-
cient force to decapitate or mutilate persons, let alone bring down the ceilings, doors,

and windows that were adjacent to the veranda of the radio station. (95-96) Higgins also

geded that of the
01 insisted that the

states that: 'The conviction of Major Dang Sy certainly throws no light on the matter
one way or another. The trial was clearly rigged from the start." (96-97)
SOURCE STHPT :
Our Viet Nam Nightmare, Higgins, Harper and Row, | Dawson, R.
1965 _ ; |
T, i DATE D July 2, 1975

Pri | o
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Lo UND/ N Ll LS DATES: l CATEGORIES:

Thich Tri Quang Spring, 1965
McNamara i
Diem ) '

Diem L~

OCCURRENCE:

Higgins, in her book, quotes McNamara as statiﬁg in Spring of 1965 that: "Thich
Tri Quang has made serious trouble for us before, and he will again. Perhaps the
greatest mistake we made was_when we gave Thich Tri Quang at the U. S.
Embassy." (from September through November 1963) Page 103
Al
e

e

| “% %@%’%

P

SOURCE:

OQur Vietnam Nightmare by Marguerite Higgins, STAFF: pawson
Harper and Rowe

FILE: _ DATE:  July 3, 1975

DocId: 32423615 Page 1356
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DRI CATEGORIES:

Coloy, Wn. 5. Fogrge, D. Deem |
Breckinridge 3 l ¢7 IX-C-2-p

Castro

OCCURRENCE:

Breckinridge actually put together the I.G. Reports and he did so in
response to a March 1967 Drew Pearson colum to the effect that the agency
was involved with criminal syndicates to assassinate Castro. As a result
of discussions caused by the Pearson column, staff members in the I.G.'s
office were directed to put together reports on CIA involvement in the
assassination of Castro, Trujillo, and Diem (50).

SOURCE : STAFF
SSCI; testimony of Wm. E. Colby, 6/4/75 ' : JFD
FILE:  (ape DATE: /28,75

_-....._——_....—-_--—.__———-—-—.‘_-_-.—-—_-.—_-..——_-..-.--._——._.-.-.—__——_——-—._———-.._
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PERSONS/ENTITIES: DATES : CATEGORIES:
IG REPORT
CONEIN
SPERA 31 May 1967 DIEM, ¥
DON, GENERAL
DIEM

OCCURRENCE : In concluding, the IG Report makes the following observations: "To recap:
(a) CIA was not in favor of the decision to abandon the DIEM regime, but faithfully carrled
~out Instructions. (2) CIA officers CONEIN and SPERA were the contacts with the coup gener-
als, but only as approved and under instructions. (c¢) A CIA officer, CONEIN, was at the
generals' command post throughout the fighting. (d) CONEIN furmished GENERAL DON about
$65,000 to buy off opposition military units while the coup was in progress. (e) CIA had
no hand in the assassinations and had no foreknowledge of them."

- SOURCE: STAFF:

R. DAWSON
CIA IG Report, 1967, p. Uil DATE :
FILE: R 29 June 1975

HW 5095353 Docld:324236153 Page 158



CATEGORIES :

oo/ N L UL ) DATES @

¢
COLBY i
.
1 E
N
\

v

OCCURRENCHE :

COLBY stated in response to the difficult&“%f %he United States once 1t has
sought to accomplish objectives through foreign nationalists to control the actions of the.
foreign nationalists, that "Certainly the foreigner makes his own decisions at various i
the degree. to wnich he is going to do one thing or the other. The U.S. cannot control it.
The U. S. can assist them, the U.S. can counsel him and advise him, pernaps influence him,

but the control, that is....when you are dealing with essentially another soverign, why t:
are limits to your degree of authority over them." p. 76

SOURCE . [ STATE:

Hearings, SSCI, June 20, 1975, Colby ! R. DAWSOH

FILE DATE : 1 July 1975
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