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CURRBNT RESUHTS OF[:::]PROGRAM'TO SAMPLE 9EABANT &TTITUDES
AHD GP!HIGNS :

The following is a summation of -the results oi the first
' five months of a pregram designed to sample peasant attitudes
and. opinions in South Vietnam¢

. Theé’ Government of Vietnam (GVN) The peasants attitude

Ltowards the Gvy va:ies’considerably from village to village,
' depending on,the améunt‘af control exercised by the gcvarn-
f ment and/br the Viet Cong. Even 1n those areas under-complete
:GVH dominatioam howevery there 18 feeling that the GVH lacks
{u loyala honesgicadre caﬁable of helping'and leading the .

'1;peeple at the local level The GVN has failed to. eliminnte F
.j;}corrupt elementé'ln the middle and lower echelons oi the

:;Government déspite the fact that there 15 still indication -

fof respect for President Diem»s motivea and honesty.

Strategic Eamlets CQrtain resentment has arisen over the

'.construction of strategic hamlets particularly those to-which
'yvillagers are moved forcibly. There has ‘been. evidence oﬂ

'official corrnption 1n the execution of, the-strategic Hﬁmlets

-

_jprogram and much resentment exiets toward torced labor and
ke

fforced financial contribution to the program. The basic peasant

: .desire 13 security« Next 19 to be left alone by both the GVN
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“and the YC. In.cases vhere the Gvn has been able to provide |

. aecurity the peasant haa tended to be pre government
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Americans On the pesitave side; Americans ere generally
well rebarded by the Vietnamese armed ferces for their centri-,
butions 1n the form ef military aid road construction etc. :
_fSome Vietnamese peasants, oe the other ‘hand; are inclined to
.believe the Amer4cans have come te replnce\the French ,Th;eﬁ
’f*#ie perhaps a mana estation of the fact that the Vietnamese,_
wiby nature, are etten deeply prejudiced against foreignere.
Very little evidence of Americen aid has as; yet reacheﬁ eome

kfpeasants whe are exposed to cemmunist 9ropaganda and.centrol

—

"ﬁfeppositien to the Belf-nefense Corp8 (SDC’ ”““9 high due te -

BRI

slgthe-taet that the SDC 1s-poor1y paid and has a tendency to "live
ﬁfoff the lend“; stealing food nud womon. frOm the villagers‘f
.-.In addition, training and morale in the sna remninylow. tﬁe-
.Civil Guard stands eomewhere between the army &and the SDC‘in
, merale wlth 8 proportionate decrease 1n yeasent resentment 3
iof the 01v11.auard‘ These opiniens are. in direct prepertian,
jto the eqnipment, pay"ecales end degree of diecipline of- the:~
" three. servzces. |

Viet:CogE Tge strength ef the Viet Cong ean beet ‘be

th
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- tribesmen to. swing toward opposition to the V€ and attempt to
- accept arms to defend themselves against them., Dﬁwth*;other
'hand the uentagnards do not care for the Vietnamese ethnic
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92plﬁineﬂ‘bY‘tﬁG‘1#@&8&81916&1 attitude'di'thevpeasants
toward both the ve and fhe'cvw“ In areas.where both: aides

,exercise control over a villawe (the ve at nxght eﬂd the GVN

_1;during thenday) there ig a tendency to. fear the ve, pay their

taxes--and -do their chores, but to: have more resyect for. the

'GVN program.whlch is nore often constructive rather than.de—

Eontagnards Theltendancy has been for the Hontagnard

: group:agga whole‘ be thoy communist or atherwise.
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