176-10036-10141

JFK ASSASSINATION SYSTEM
IDENTIFICATION FORM

: NARA

AGENCY
RECORD NUMBER : 176-10036-10141
RECORD SERIES : National Security Files
AGENCY FILE NUMBER : '
ORIGINATOR : CIA
FROM :
TO : _
TITLE : CIA Information Report
DATE : 9/23/196
PAGES : 3 :
SUBIJECTS :
DOCUMENT TYPE :
CLASSIFICATION
RESTRICTIONS :
CURRENT STATUS :
DATE OF LAST REVIEW : 9/10/2000
OPENING CRITERIA :
COMMENTS : National Security Files, Box 200: Vietnam,9/22/63-10/6/63. Box 2



Sanhzed v 2ac8 i

mmRMAHON REPORT

= o
e CENTRAL INTELUGENCE AGENCY S NIV - S U

This material contains infarmation affecting the Nationa! Detanse of the Unitod States within the mesning of the Esponago Lews, Title 18, ¥.5.C S$ecs

793 and 794, the fransmission or revelation of which in any manner f0 on unauthoriied persan is prohibited by faw.
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;COUNTRY  SOUTH: VIETNAM . . REPoRTNo. TDCSDE-3/656, 793
SUBJECT INVOLVEMENT OF THE CCMMANDING OFFICER OF THEDATe DISTR. 23 SEFTEMEER 1963

: EIGHTH REGIMENT, FIFTH INFANTRY DIVISION, IN

DANG DUC KHOI' COUF D'ETAT PLAN PRECEDENCE ROUTIHE
DATE OF 22 SEFTEMBER 19563 AND AS STATED " REFERENCES ‘ 1IN
INFO. :
PLACES - VIETVAM, SAIGON (22 SEPTEMEER 1963)
DATE ACQ. :
APPRAISAL SEE _BELOW FIELD REPORT NO.
[ THis 1S UNEVALUATED INFORMATION. SOURCE GRADINGS ARE DEFINITIVE. APPRAISAL OF CONTENT IS TENTATIVE.
SOURCE | |

APFPR IT IS VERY POSSIBLE THAT MAJOR TU HAS ZEEN INVOLVED IN COUP D'ETAT PLANMING WITH
DANG DUC KHOI, BUT WHETHER THE GROUP WILL EVER EE ACTIVATED CANNCT EE ASSESSED.
TU'S STATEMENT THAT THE COUP WILL BEGIN WITH THE REVOLT OF HALF OF THE
PRESITENTIAL GUARD, AS WELL AS PART OF THE AIRBORNE, IS UNUSUAL AS TE GUARD HA..)
BEEN THOUL:H‘I‘ TO BEE EXTREMELY LOYAL TO PRE SIPENT DIEM.

1.  SUMMARY. MAJOR NGUYEN VAN TU, COMMANI)ING OFFICER, EIGHTH REGIMENT OF
THE FIFTH INFANTRY -DIVISION, THIRD MILITARY AREA, SAID on 22 SEPTEMEER 1963 THAT
HIS REGIMENT IS PREPARED TO MOVE AS A COUNTER-COUP D'ETAT FORCE IN SUPPORT CF A
Ccoup 'D'ﬁTAT PLAN TO WHICH DANG DUC KHOI BELONGS. TU CLAIMED THAT THE COUP WOULD
BEGIN WI”"H ‘THE REVOLT OF HALF OF THE BESIDEIWIAL GUARD AND FOUR BATTALIONS: 'OF.
. THE . AIRBORNE TU REMARKED THAT HE WAS KEEPING ALL HIS ']_.‘RANSP_ORT UNDER REGIMENTAL
- CONTROL IN ORDER TO MOVE ONE BATTALION AT A TIME, THAT HE HAS STOCKED FIFTY-SEVEN

MM RIFLES, AMMUNITION, SAND BACS, RAREED WIRE, AND HAS ATTEMPTED TO OETAIN 2.5

ROCKETS .~
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. -2...MAJOR TU STATED THAT FOR SOME MONTHS HE HAD ‘BEEN INVOLVED IN COUP ;
: |1
D'ETAT PLANNING WITH DANG nuc KHOI, ASSISTANT DIRECTOR GENERAL, - DIRECTORATE
GENERAL OF INFORMATION TU SATD fmm THE coup WILL mem WITH THE REVOLT OF
HALF OF ‘THE PRESIEENTIAL GUARD AND FOUR mmm:ons OF 'THE ATRBORNE. ' HIS

*"OFFICER, WHO IS ALSO OU‘I‘SPOKE.NLY OPPOSED TO THE NGO FAMILY, AI!.I?HOUGH HE IS: :
COURACED UPO.N HEARING OF 'I!RAN KIM TU!EN‘S MPAR'.[‘URE FROM SOUTH VIETNAM. ) !

*  SECOND: BATI‘ALION, IS A CAO DAI AN'D ALSO STRONGLY ANTI-NGO DI.NH NHU, BU‘I‘\lS NOT

REGM;NT, 'WHICH IS:IESIGNATED BY THE GOVERNMENT OF vm'mm (GVN) AB A PRIMARY
ANTI-COUP D'ETAT ‘STRIKE FORCE,. WILL MOVE -ONE OR “TWO OF ‘THE THREE. BATTALIONS TO
SAIGON ‘AS-A COUNTER-COUP D'ETAT FORCE.  TU SAID THAT HE HAD SEALED ORIERS WHICH
WERE.‘T0.BE. OPENED.ONLY ON RECEIPT OF A CODE WORD. | | |
3. U REMARKED THAT HE WAS NOW KEEPING ALL THE TRANSPORT UNIER HIS

REGIMENTAL CONTROL, WHICH WILL HE SUFFICIENT TO MOVE ONLY ONE BATTALION AT A -‘.:‘
TIME. HE HAS ALSO STOCKED FIFTY-SEVEN M¥ RECOLLIESS RIFLES WITH AMMUNITION, AND
HE HAS A'I'IEMPTED 'ro OBTAIN 3.5 Rocmrs HE HAS -ALSO RECENTLY STOCKPILED SAND

- l_g;; TU COM:NTED THAT. HE PLANNED TO USE, THE FIRST BATI‘ALION A5 AN INITIAL

FORCE BACKED BY THE SECOND BA‘I‘I‘ALION. THE COMMANDING OFFIGER OF THE FIRST

" BATTALION; CAP'I‘AIN TRUONG VAN PHUC, IS ACGRESTVE, RUTHLESS, AND A cwRAcmous

SYMPATHETIC TO PRESIDENT DIEM. _}'zommm: BOTH ‘PHUC AND TV WERE DI.J-

l

‘l.

5. TUREMARKEDTHATCAPTAINNONGVIE‘I‘NGOC, CCMMANDINGOZETI@R THE

'. THE SAE TYPE OF counmous LEATER AS PHUC. cmmr HA MAI vmm cozvmmmc; BN
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' 6.  COLONEL NGUYEN VAN THIEN, commmme OFFICER, -FIFTH DIVISION, IS NOT
AR OF TEE PLAN, AND TU BOTH DISLIKES AND FEARS HIM. .CAPTAIN NGUYEN VAN THIEP,
; 'jzvxsxon G-1, CAPTAINLE DAT CONG, DIVISIO‘\I c-2, CAPTAIN PHAM DONG NHAC, _DIVISION
; ‘CAPTAIN. TRAN VAN THANH, COMMANDING OFT‘IGER OF THE FIFTH RECONNAISANCE cmm
m: MOST FRIENDLY WITH TU, EUT ARE NOT INVOLVED IN THE PLAN. .CAPATIN BANG,

{J'S. REGIMENTAL EXECUTIVE OFFIGER IS A IEVOUT ‘CATHOLIC. AND STRONGLY. PRO-REGIME,
HF HAS EEEN SENT ON AN EXTENTED UNJUSTIFIED SICK LEAVE.

7. FIELD DISSEM. .STATE |
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